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ZOOM

WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Part |

Rotary Year 2021-2022
Thursday, June 9, 2022, 12:30 PM

Program Timetable

12:30 PM Registration & Zoom In

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

Program Moderator/Facilitator/Chika Talk

Presentation of Meeting Protocol/
Zoom Meeting House Rules

Call to Order
Invocation and Special Prayers

Philippine National Anthem

RCM Hymn

Philippine Rotary Hymn

The Rotarian Pledge

The Four (4) Way Test

Introduction of Guests & Visiting Rotarians
Welcome Song

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

PD John Cenica
Rtn. Jeric Jucaban

June 8

June 7

Maligayang Bati
HappyBirthday Song

PAS Joel Valdes

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga
PD John Cenica

AVP of RCM Members
AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP
STAR Rtn. Bon Li
PD Phil Ong

PAS Joel Valdes
AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

Rtn. Lutz Kunack

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale
AVP of Birthday Celebrants
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ZOOM

WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Part i
1:00 PM Introduction of Guest of Honor and Speaker DE Tony Lopez
Address:
Hon. BENJAMIN “BEN"” E. DIOKNO, Ph.D.
Governor, Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
Chairman, Monetary Board
Secretary Designate, Department of Finance
Republic of the Philippines
Professor Emeritus, University of the Philippines Diliman
Vice President, Rotary Club of Manila, RY 2010-2011
Open Forum
Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
Programs Committee Chairman
Attested by:
IDDCC/VPE/Sec. Reggie Yu
President’s Time Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga
2:00 PM Response and Meeting Adjournment Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga
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Dr. Diokno is the current Governor of the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP). Prior to
his appointment, he served as Budget Secretary from 2016 to 2019 marking his third
tour of duty at the Department of Budget and Management. As Budget Secretary, he
pursued an expansionary fiscal policy to finance investments in human capital
development and public infrastructure.

Under his leadership, the BSP was among the first central banks in the world to
respond to the COVID-19 crisis. The prompt and extraordinary monetary measures
provided a significant cushion to the current state of the Philippine economy.
Against this backdrop, “The Banker"—an influential international publication owned
by the Financial Times—named him “Global Central Bank Governor of the Year
2022." Governor Diokno's recognition as the best central banker in the world is the
first for the Philippines.

As BSP Governor, besides pursuing the BSP mandates of price stability, financial
stability, and efficient payments and settlements system, he also endeavors to bring
central banking closer to the Filipino people. He is a champion of digital payments
and financial inclusion. In this pursuit, he aims to shift at least 50% of retail payment
transactions to digital form and achieve 70% transaction account ownership among
adult Filipinos by the end of his term in 2023. He is also a strong advocate of the
Philippine ID System.

His policy expertise and research contribution extend to various areas of public
economics, such as the structure and scope of government, tax policies and
reforms, public expenditure management analysis, fiscal decentralization, national
budget, and public debt, among other topics. He has extensive experience in
implementing reforms in the public sector, having also served as Budget
Undersecretary from 1986 to 1991 and Budget Secretary from 1998 to 2001.

balita
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He is Professor Emeritus of the University of the Philippines-Diliman. Over more
than 40 years, he taught the following courses: Public Sector Economics,
Microeconomics, Macroeconomics, Development Economics, and Special Topics
(e.g., Public Enterprises Investment and Pricing Policies; Public Sector Reforms; Local
Government Finance, etc.). He was also Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the
Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila (City University of Manila).

He served as Fiscal Adviser to the Philippine Senate. He also served as Chairman
and CEO of the Philippine National Oil Company and Chairman of the Local Water
Utilities Administration.

Some of the major policy reform contributions of Dr. Diokno include: providing
technical assistance to the 1986 Tax Reform Program to simplify the income tax
system and introduce the value-added tax, helping design the 1991 Local
Government Code of the Philippines, initiating a What-You-See-Is-What-You-Get
policy to streamline the release of funds, and sponsoring the internationally lauded
Government Procurement Reform Act to modernize, regulate, and standardize
government procurement activities in the Philippines.

He served as an adviser and consultant to various multilateral agencies like the
World Bank, Asian Development Bank, European Commission, and USAID for work
in the Philippines, China, and transitioning economies like Vietnam, Cambodia, and
Mongolia.

He has also participated in numerous international conferences hosted by the IMF,
ADB, World Bank, APEC, and UN, among other international organizations. He
authored numerous publications and discussion papers regarding his research
interests that have been published in academic journals and policy reports.

He finished his Bachelor's Degree in Public Administration (1968) and his Master's
Degree in Public Administration (1970) and Economics (1974) at the University of the
Philippines. He also holds an M.A. in Political Economy (1976) from the Johns
Hopkins University in Baltimore, Maryland, USA and a Ph.D. in Economics (1981)
degree from the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs, Syracuse
University in Syracuse, New York, USA. In 2017, he received an honorary Doctor of
Laws degree from the University of the Philippines—the highest academic rank and
honor conferred by the University.

balita

06

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter June 9, 2022




PRESIDENT'S

CORNER

Greetings RCM brothers!
Things are really buzzing with so much activity.

Our Club is being represented by PDG Vince Carlos in Houston for the Rotary
International Convention as of this writing. Also there is PD Nick Locsin who is also
the Chairman for the Circle of Centennial Rotary Clubs (CCRC), which was
spearheaded by our club. They have a booth that was put together by all the
member clubs of the CCRC.

Last week, we had our very own STAR Rtn. Carlos “Caloy” Serapio walk us through
his experience of running for the second (2nd) most important government
position in the country.

He shared the dynamics of the 1% fulcrum principle which was really quite
interesting. We are proud of you Caloy!

Last Saturday, we had the incoming Board of Directors of the Rotary Club of
Manila meet face to face jointly with the incoming Board of Directors of the Rotary
Club of Manila Premier at the Midas Hotel and Casino in Pasay City. It was a very
well attended event with both clubs brimming with a lot of energy and enthusiasm
to embark on next year's term! We had Incoming District Trainer PDG Karen
Tamayo leading the Joint Club Planning Session, preparing both clubs for next
year's strategic plans and programs. RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and
Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra’s
Phenomenal Leader Rotary Year, indeed, looks like it will be nothing less than
Phenomenal!

The “Water Matters” Committee, chaired by STAR Rtn. Evaristo “Junjie” Vazquez Jr.,
has put together a formidable group of very dynamic members to tackle several
issues and challenges we have with regard to our water needs. These gentlemen
will be under the keen eye of no less than DE/PD Raffy Alunan in his capacity as
Director-in-Charge of the Community Service Group.

May the “force” be with you guys!
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PRESIDENT'S

CORNER

We are gearing up for our final event for what our beloved club is known for, The
Journalism Awards. Chairman Dir. Amading Valdez has outdone himself for this
year's awards program. Abangan!

Today, we have been fortunate to have our very own PVP / BSP Governor,
Monetary Board Chairman and incoming DOF Secretary Ben Diokno as our Guest
of Honor and Speaker.

His office confirmed his attendance despite his busy schedule. He will be joining us
at 1:00 pm and since he has a very important press conference right after, he
really has to leave at exactly 1:30 pm.

Finally, I will again make the final few appeals and reminders for all of us to be a
Paul Harris Fellow and for Everyone to Bring One!

Let's do it gentlemen! May God bless us all!

Humbly yours in Rotary,
FSZ

Felix Francisco S. Zaldarriaga
President
RY 2021-2022
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THE WEEK

THAT WAS

Rtn. Karl Leung, as Program
Moderator/Facilitator, calls the day's
sequential order of activities.

Rtn. Joshua Aragon delivers
an Invocation and Special Prayer.

President Chito Zaldarriaga
calls the meeting to order.

The Rotary Club of Manila
Audiovisual Presentation of the
Philippine National Anthem

The World Famous Music Chorale Audiovisual Presentation of the
RC Manila Hymn and the singing of the Philippine Rotary Hymn

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter
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THE WEEK

THAT WAS

STAR Rtn. Nico Souvlakis recites the PBLA Raji Mendoza leads the
Rotarian Pledge as a perfect prelude recitation of the Four (4) Way
in fostering and strengthening ties Test for Manila Rotarians to
amongst fellow Rotarians by way of renew their commitment to
reinforcing  their  resolve in the Rotary movement.
furtherance of Service Above Self.

Rtn. Karl Leung, Program Moderator/Facilitator,
acknowledges visiting Rotarians and guests.
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THE WEEK

THAT WAS

The audiovisual presentation of the World Famous Chorale
singing the Welcome Song

Rtn. Karl Leung, Program Moderator/Facilitator, acknowledges the
week's birthday celebrant, Dir. John Michael Cutter, which was
followed by an audiovisual presentation of the World Famous Music

Chorale singing the happy birthday song.

balita  June9, 2022 11
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THE WEEK

THAT WAS

President Chito Zaldarriaga Rtn. Karl Leung, Program Moderator/

delivers his Presidents Time. Facilitator, introduces Classification Talk
Speaker STAR Rtn. Carlos “Caloy”
Serapio, Lawyer and Managing Partner,
Serapio & De Castro Law Offices with the
classification of Law Practice - Litigation.

Classification Talk Speaker STAR Rtn. Carlos “Caloy” Serapio, Lawyer and
Managing Partner, Serapio & De Castro Law Offices with the classification of
Law Practice - Litigation, delivers his Classification Talk.
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THE WEEK

THAT WAS

A short open forum immediately followed right after the Classification Talk of
STAR Rtn. Carlos “Caloy” Serapio, Lawyer and Managing Partner, Serapio &
De Castro Law Offices with the classification of Law Practice - Litigation.
Among those who participated were President Chito Zaldarriaga, DE/IPD Hans
Palacios, Dir. Amading Valdez and PDG Obet Pagdanganan.

President Chito Zaldarriaga and
Programs Committee Chairman
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra present
the Certificate of Appreciation,
attested by  IDDCC/VPE/Club
Secretary  Reggie Yu, to
Classification Talk Speaker STAR
Rtn. Carlos “Caloy” Serapio,
Lawyer and Managing Partner,
Serapio & De Castro Law Offices
with the classification of Law
Practice - Litigation.

President Chito Zaldarriaga
delivers his closing remarks
and thereafter, adjourns the
meeting.
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CLUB

ADMINISTRATION

From the Programs Committtee

Dear Fellow Rotarians,

An impending change of administration in our

country brings about many apprehensions on

the economic landscape. Fortunately, Hon.

BENJAMIN “BEN” E. DIOKNO, Governor of the

Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, Chairman of the

Monetary Board and Vice President of the Rotary

Club of Manila, RY 2010-2011, was chosen by

President-Elect Ferdinand “Bongbong” R. Marcos Jr. for Secretary of the Department of
Finance. Hence, let us listen to his financial strategies and policies as stimuli to
economy recovery as the new administration sets in.

Your attendance is an auspicious sign, 12:30 PM, JUNE 9.
Very truly yours,

PE/PVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
Programs Committee Chairman
RY 2021-2022
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RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2021-2022

June 2, 2022
JUNE 2022 Classification Talk
STAR Rtn. Caloy Serapio

All Members Present 45

Make Up 8

Less: Exempt from Attendance 2

On Leave 0

Total Active Members 51

Total # of Members 224

TOTAL ATTENDANCE %: 23%
Rotaractors 0

Media 0
Embassies/Diplomatic Corps 0

District Governors 0

Guest of Honor and Speaker/Guest Speaker 0

Visiting Rotarians ]

Guests of RCM MEMBERS 5

Other Guests ]

Total Attendees 50
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CLUB

ADMINISTRATION

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2021-2022

(As of June 8, 2022, 11:00 AM)
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CLUB

ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB

ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB

ADMINISTRATION
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Rotary Club of Mantla
Announces Induction and Turnover
Ceremontes for RY 2022-2023
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The Board of Directors, Executive Officers and

Committee Chairmen for RY 2022-2023 Hold
Joint Club Planning Meeting with Rotary Club

of Manila Premier at Midas Hotel and Casino

The Board of Directors, Executive Officers and Committee Chairmen of the
Rotary Club of Manila for RY 2022-2023 held a Joint Club Planning with the
Rotary Club of Manila Premier last June 4, 2022 at the Mayfair Room of the
Midas Hotel and Casino in Pasay City. Present were DGND Jackie Rodriguez,
President Chito Zaldarriaga, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Rotary
Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra,
IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu, IS Edwin Hernandez, ISAA Nagi Zeitouni,
ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, DE/Treasurer Jujut Enriquez, Rtn. Raf Dionisio,
DE/IPD Hans Palacios, IAS Mike Albafia, Rtn. Inov Talusan, Incoming Programs
Committee Chairman Dir. Amading Valdez, DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani, IT/IPT
Karlo Castro and LCP Aries Balanay (Rotary Club of Intramuros Manila).
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The Board of Directors, Executive
Officers and Committee Chairmen
for RY 2022-2028 Hold Joint
Club Planning Meeting with
Rotary Club of Manila Premier at
Midas Hotel and Casino

22
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The Club Awards Committee

of the Rotary Club of Manila
Holds Meeting

The Club Awards Committee of the Rotary Club of Manila held a meeting last June 6,
2022 via Zoom virtual platform to consider nominees for the year-end awards.
Present were PP Teddy Ocampo (Chairman), PDG Obet Pagdanganan, PP Frank
Evaristo, Rtn. Romy Nones, Rtn. John Emyl Eugenio and ES Anna Kun Toledo.

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter
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PDG Romy M. del Rosario Rotary
Information Commauttee Holds Briefing

The PDG Romy M. del Rosario Rotary Information Committee held a briefing with
proposed new members last June 8, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform. Present on the
part of the committee were PDG Alex Cureg (Chairman), PDG Obet Pagdanganan,
ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, PD Alvin Lacambacal, Rtn. Romy Nones, Rtn. Manny
Blanco, AS Henry Go and ES Anna Kun Toledo. Present from the proposed new
members were Andre Kahn (President, Trans Realty Co., Inc., President, Toscana
Farms Inc., President, Hydrent Farms, Inc. and Director, Cavellino, Inc., proposed by
DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph), Nantha Kumar Narayanamoorthy (General Manager, New
World Makati Hotel, proposed by PD Art Lopez) and Christopher Zimmer (Executive
Director, German-Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry, proposed by PSAA
Gunter Matschuck).
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THE ROTARY

FOUNDATION

Appeal for Paul Harris Fellows

July 1, 2021
Dear Fellow Rotarians,

An Opportunity has now opened doors for
our club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club. With
only US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution,
you can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

We have members who have risen to donor
levels that have earned them significant point
values. Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie
Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, PVP Hermie
Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet
Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness
to share the points they have earned to allow
Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul
Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution
of US$ 500.00 instead of the regular US$
1,000.00.

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling
in  www.rotary.org  using your R..
Identification Number. Once enrolled, you are
allowed to learn Rotary, increase your circle
of friendship and contribute conveniently
using the website.

We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of
service-oriented people who believe that our
congregation is a means to share our
blessings to the less fortunate communities
globally. The Rotary Foundation is the funding
arm of global humanitarian undertakings of
Rotary International. It was formally named in
1917 and the first trustees were appointed
after Rotary International President Arch
Klumph proposed for the establishment of an
endowment for the purpose of doing good in

the world. The first grant of US$ 500
benefitted the International Society for
Crippled Children (Easter Seals). History

marks the milestone projects of The Rotary
Foundation such a scholarship for

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

international graduate study, the elimination
of Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World
Peace Forum, among others. Under the
Rotary’s 7 Areas of Service Focus, namely,
Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution,
Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water and
Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic

Education and Literacy, Economic and
Community Development  and lastly,
Supporting the Environment, Rotary

International and The Rotary Foundation have
made themselves relevant to developing
communities globally.

All these services would not have been made
possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,
who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become
members of The Rotary Foundation through a
minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.

We are currently working on Global Grants and
District  Grants. Your contribution  will
significantly improve the community living of
our target beneficiaries.

For any assistance, please feel free to contact
me.

Yours in the service of Rotary,

ROMEO THADDEUS R. LIAMZON
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation
Director

RY 2021-2022

Noted by:
FELIX FRANCISCO S. ZALDARRIAGA

President
RY 2021-2022

balita June 9, 2022
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THE ROTARY

FOUNDATION

Calling for Proposals
for Global Grants
for RY 2021-2022

Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

This is to announce a call for Global Grant Proposals for Rotary Year 2021-2022.
See the fruition of your donations to The Rotary Foundation as you witness
sustainable service projects unfold that would define the existence of Asia’s First
Rotary Club.

For queries, please get in touch with the Secretariat and/or the undersigned.
Yours in Rotary service,

ROMEO THADDEUS “THAD" R. LIAMZON
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation Committee
Director

RY 2021-2022
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THE ROTARY

FOUNDATION

Polio Plus Society Pin

District Awards
(District Governors Discretion)

The Polio Plus Society is a District program
to promote individual giving to PolioPlus.
Member of the Society agree to give $100
per year toward polio eradication until
polio is wiped out of the world.

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter
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VOCATIONAL

SERVICE

The Journalism Awards Committee

of the Rotary Club of Manila
Holds Ocular Meeting

The Journalism Awards Committee of
the Rotary Club of Manila held an ocular
meeting at the Conrad Manila in Pasay
City. Present were Dir. Amading Valdez
(Chairman), IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary
Reggie Yu, ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert
Alday, IAS Mike Albafia and LCP Aries
Balanay (Rotary Club of Intramuros
Manila) (Technical Consultant).

28
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COMMUNITY

SERVICE

Communaty Service Group Cluster
Holds Meeting

The Community Service Group of the Rotary Club of Manila held a meeting last June 8,
2022 to concretize the group’s plan of action for RY 2022-2023. Present were DE/PD Raffy
Alunan, Dir. John Michael Cutter (Chairman, Disease Prevention and Treatment
Committee), PD John Cenica (Chairman, Maternal and Child Health Committee), PDG
Rudy Bediones (Chairman, Community Economic Development Committee), IPAT Marcus
Dee (Co-Chairman, Community Economic Development Committee), PD Oscar del
Rosario (Member, Community Economic Development Committee), Rtn. Tony Meloto
(Member, Community Economic Development Committee) and ES Anna Kun Toledo.

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter
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BASIC EDUCATION

AND LITERACY

The Rotary Club of Manila
Educational Assistance Program (REAP)
Holds Meeting on Study Now, Pay Later Program

The Rotary Club of Manila Educational Assistance Program (REAP) held a meeting on the
Study Now, Pay Later Project last June 8, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were
RCManila Foundation, Inc. President and Rotary Club of Manila PP Susing Pineda (Chairman)
(Centennial President), ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, Rtn. Romy Nones (Co-Chairman), LCP
Chloe Louise Say (Rotaract Club of DLSU-Manila), PE Kenny Alexander Clavero (Rotaract Club
of Manila), Executive Officer for Club Service Nicole Therese Go (Rotaract Club of DLSU-
Manila), Rtn. Noel Tanglao, PP Teddy Ocampo and Dir. Amading Valdez.

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter
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COGS

IN THE WHEEL

How Paco Magsaysay Grew Carmen's Best
While Battling Cancer and Being a Single Dad

31
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COGS

IN THE WHEEL
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COGS

IN THE WHEEL
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COGS

IN THE WHEEL

DDCC/VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu
ts Emcee of TOFIL 2022 Launching

IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu was the emcee during
the launching of The Outstanding Filipino (TOFIL) Awards last
June 2, 2022 at the Quezon City Sports Club in Quezon City.

34
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INTERCLUB

RELATIONS

DGND Jackie Rodriguez Attends
the 45th Anniversary of the Rotary Club
of Panday Pira Manila

DGND Jackie Rodriguez attended the 45th Anniversary of the Rotary Club of
Panday Pira Manila, daughter club of the Rotary Club of Manila, last June 6, 2022
at the Gloria Maris Shark’s Fin Restaurant Greenhills in Greenhills, San Juan City.

35
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INTERCLUB

RELATIONS

Dastrict Training Assembly

District Assembly Time is here.

In view of the annual turnover of Rotary leadership each year, special effort is
required to provide club leaders with appropriate instruction for the tasks they
will assume. The annual district assembly is the major leadership training event
in each Rotary district of the world. The workshops offer motivation, inspiration,
Rotary information and new ideas for club officers, directors and key committee
chairmen of each club. Some of the most experienced district leaders conduct
informative discussions on all phases of Rotary administration and service
projects. The sessions give all participants valuable new ideas to make their
club more effective and interesting.

Normally eight to ten delegates from each club (officers, directors, committee
chairs, and all interested Rotarians both experienced and new to Rotary, etc.)
are invited to attend the training session.

balita June 9, 2022
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INTERCLUB

RELATIONS

Rotary District 3810
Handover and Induction Ceremonies 2022
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INTERNATIONAL

SERVICE

PDG Vince Carlos and PD Nick Locsin
Attend the Rotary International Convention

PDG Vince Carlos, On To Houston Chairman for
RY 2021-2022, and PD Nick Locsin, Chairman,
Circle of Centennial Rotary Clubs (CCRCQ),
attended the Rotary International Convention
from June 4-8, 2022 in Houston, Texas, USA.

38
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INTERNATIONAL

SERVICE

PDG Vince Carlos and PD Nick Locsin
Attend the Rotary International Convention
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INTERNATIONAL

SERVICE

PDG Vince Carlos and PD Nick Locsin
Attend the Rotary International Convention

PDG Vince Carlos introducing Guest of Honor
and Speaker at the Philippine Breakfast, Hon.
Jose Manuel “Babe” G. Romualdez, Ambassador
of the Republic of the Philippines to the United
States of America and Vice President of the
Rotary Club of Manila, RY 2016-2017.

PDG Vince and Rotary Ann Tina Carlos
at the Philippine Breakfast of Rotary
International.

PVP Babe Romualdez addressing
the Philippine delegates virtually.
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INTERNATIONAL

SERVICE

PDG Vince Carlos and PD Nick Locsin
Attend the Rotary International Convention

Rotary District 3810 delegates at the Philippine Breakfast

Rotary International President-Elect With Past Rotary International Director Raffy
Jennifer Jones addressing the Philippine Garcia and Rotary International President-

Rotarians Nominee Gordon and Lady Heather Mclnally

The Philippine Breakfast was very successful with 427 delegates attending. The event was graced
by Rotary International's VIPs from Rotary International President Shekhar Mehta, Rotary

International President-Elect Jennifer Jones and Rotary International President-Nominee Gordon
Mclnally who all addressed the Philippine Rotarians.

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter
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Source: www.rotary.org
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OTHER

MATTERS

Straight from
the Horse's Mouth

by IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary
Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu
Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022

FOR THE WIN.
"Edukasyon ang matibay na panlaban sa kahirapan.” - Senator Sherwin Gatchalian

Senator Sherwin T. Gatchalian, more known by his constituents as “Win,” is no neophyte to
public service with his almost two decades of experience marked by honesty, integrity, and
a relentless drive to serve his countrymen.

The foundations for Win Gatchalian’s sense of public service and education advocacy
started with his own family. He was born to industrialist William Gatchalian and Dee Hua
Ting. He is the eldest of four siblings, and their family identifies as Christian with Dee Hua
being a pastor and chairman at their own church Jesus our Life Ministries in Barangay
Maysan, Valenzuela.

Win completed his elementary and secondary education at Grace Christian School in
Quezon City. He later graduated with a degree in Finance and Operations Management
from the prestigious Boston University in 1995.

balita June 9, 2022
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OTHER

MATTERS

The call for public service began in 2001 when
Win was elected initially as Valenzuela City's
first district representative, then later as
mayor of Valenzuela City in 2004. In his nine
years as chief executive, he has made his life’s
mission to champion good governance, fight
corruption and focus on improving the
accessibility and quality of education in the
city. He helped transform Valenzuela City's
education system into one of the nation’'s
best. During his nine-year tenure as local chief
executive, he revolutionized governance in
City Hall by instituting reforms which
eradicated corruption, fostered robust growth
in the local business sector, and significantly
improved the provision of essential social
services in education, health, and other key
areas.

Under Win's professional and innovative
style of leadership during three consecutive
terms as chief executive, Valenzuela City was
transformed from a sleepy factory town into
a first class city—recognized by the Galing
Pook Award as a Center for Innovations and
Excellence in 2012, by the Philippine
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Inc. as
the Most Business-Friendly Local
Government Unit in 2012, by World Bank as
Business-Friendly City in the country in 2011,
and by the prestigious National University of
Singapore for innovations that made
business transactions and tax collections
faster and more efficient. The Department of
Interior Local Government also awarded the
coveted Seal of Good Housekeeping, Bronze
Category to Valenzuela City in 2012.

His distinct brand of leadership has earned
him countless accolades, including “The
Outstanding Young Men” (TOYM) Honoree
for Public Service from the Junior Chamber
International Philippines in 2011 and “Manila
40 Under 40" International Development
Leaders by the Development Executive
Group (DevEx) in 2013.

Beyond his assigned civic duties, Win also
worked on his various advocacies on youth
empowerment, education and health, as the
chairman of Boy Scouts of the Philippines in
the National Capital Region, as a member of
the Board of Governors of the Philippine
Red Cross, and as one of the Board of
Trustees of the Synergeia Foundation.

Upon his return to Congress in 2013, Win
set out to nationalize some of Valenzuela
City's most effective education reforms. In
2015, he filed the original version of the bill
that would radically expand access to
college education for millions of Filipinos —
the House Bill No. 5905, more commonly
known as the Free Higher Education Act. He
also authored other notable and relevant
bills including the measure on increasing
salaries for teachers and non-teaching
personnel, the nationwide school-based
feeding program for kinder and elementary
public-school students, the Nanay-Teacher
parenting program, and the Anti-Hazing Act,
among others.

He made the move from the local political
arena to the national stage before the May
2016 elections, Win won a successful dark
horse bid for a Senate seat by galvanizing
the youth vote with a single promise — to
pass legislation establishing a tuition-free
scheme in state universities and colleges.
Only a year into his term, the Senate
approved Senate Bill No. 1304, Affordable
Higher Education for All Act, a consolidated
version of Win's Free Higher Education Act, a
landmark legislation that would make
education within reach of deserving but
underprivileged students. The measure was
eventually enacted into law as Republic Act
No. 10931, Universal Access to Quality
Tertiary Education Act in August 2017 —
setting the stage for millions of young
Filipinos to attain a free college education in
the coming years.
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As Chairman of the Senate Committee on Energy and Committee on Economic
Affairs during the 17th Congress, Win steered both committees with one goal in
mind—to protect and empower the Filipino consumers. He strove toward the
passage of several key measures aimed at fostering a competitive, investor-
friendly, and red tape-free environment in the energy sector, and in the
Philippine economy in general. His goal was to spark an economic renaissance
in the entire country by crafting measures that would promote robust
competition, encourage investments, and make doing business in the
Philippines easier.

Working at a considerable pace over the past four years, he has successfully
steered the passage of pro-consumer legislations that have been signed into
law by President Rodrigo Duterte. Among the laws he has authored are the
“Murang Kuryente” Act, Electric Cooperatives Emergency and Resiliency Fund
Act, the Energy Virtual One Stop Shop Act, the Energy Efficiency and
Conservation Act, the Philippine Innovation Act, and the Mobile Number
Portability Act.

Now in the 18th Congress, as Chairman of the Senate Committee on Basic
Education, Arts and Culture, Win continues to introduce further reforms to
bring the Philippine education system to world-class levels.

On May 18 of this year, he was proclaimed one of the winners in this year's
senatorial elections by the Commission on Elections (Comelec), his second term
in the upper chamber. Having ran under the National People's Coalition, he
placed fourth in the senatorial race with 20.6 million votes.

Indeed, Win's commitment to genuine public service continues to drive him in
pursuing his promising vision of a better Philippines.
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Manzila Rotarians
Attend First Friday Mass
for the Month of June

Manila Rotarians attended the First Friday Mass for the month of June last June 3,
2022 via Zoom virtual platform. The mass was celebrated by Rev. Fr. Larry Tan,
SDB. Present were PP Boy Guevara, ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, Rtn. Nando
Camus, PT Chito Tagaysay, PD Jun Hallare, PP Frank Evaristo, PDSAA Tony Lopa,
RCManila Foundation, Inc. AS Anton Mauricio, PDG Rudy Bediones, AS Henry Go,
ES Anna Kun Toledo and RCManila Foundation, Inc. EA Amy Babiano.
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