
Plantations and food take centerstage as a perfect blend where
investing in both plants and sustenance bring forth life's
equilibrium. Let these interesting Classification Talks catapult
Vocational Service of Rotary to an all new high only at Asia's First
Rotary Club. 

KABALITA
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"INGY" BERTELSEN

Owner, Acquisitium-Insite Media
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Classification: Printing - Magazine Printing

ISAA NAGI ZEITOUNI
Owner, N&MMO Chefgourmet, Inc.

Classification: Machinery/Equipment
- Food Processing Equipment
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Invocation and Special Prayers                                       

Philippine National Anthem

RCM Hymn

Philippine Rotary Hymn

The Rotarian Pledge

The Four (4) Way Test 

Introduction of Guests & Visiting Rotarians

Welcome Song 

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

Registration & Zoom In  

Program Moderator/Facilitator/Chika Talk

Call to Order

AVP of RCM Members

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP 

STAR Rtn. Caloy Serapio

AS Henry Go

Rtn. Rami Chahwan

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

12:30 PM                   

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

Rtn. Warren So      

Part I

May 14
May 15

Maligayang Bati

Happy Birthday Song

President’s Time

AVP of  RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of Birthday Celebrants

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

ZOOM 
WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

PT Jun Follosco
ISAA/DSAA Jason Bogovich

Rotary Year 2021-2022
Thursday, May 19, 2022, 12:30 PM

03Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

Presentation of Meeting Protocol/
Zoom Meeting House Rules

Rtn. Rami Chahwan

May 17

May 19

PP Susing Pineda (CP)
PD Bebot Pineda
DE/PD Raffy Alunan
Rtn. Lance Tan

balita        May 19, 2022



Part II
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1:00 PM                   Classification Talks

STAR Rtn. INGMAR BERTEL “INGY” BERTELSEN
Owner, Acquisitium-Insite Media
Owner, Tecnecology Corporation
Classification: Printing – Magazine Printing
 
Topic: “Investments in Mahogany Plantations and Mangrove Projects”

Open Forum

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
Programs Committee Chairman

Attested by:
IDDCC/VPE/Sec. Reggie Yu

Response and Meeting Adjournment      Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga2:00 PM                   

ZOOM 
WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

balita        May 19, 2022

Open Forum

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
Programs Committee Chairman

Attested by:
IDDCC/VPE/Sec. Reggie Yu

ISAA NAGI ZEITOUNI
Owner, N&MMO Chefgourmet, Inc.
Classification: Machinery/Equipment – Food Processing Equipment        
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Past President, Rotary Club of South Davao, RY 2020-2021
Past Secretary, Rotary Club of South Davao, RY 2017-2018
Past Director of Membership, International Relations and Public Relations
Paul Harris Fellow +4
Ambassador of the Rotary Club of Manilla

Ingy was born in Hilversum, Netherlands, on the 10th of July 1973. He studied
Personals Management at De Horst University in Driebergen, Netherlands. He
moved to the Philippines in 2009. He is married to Jane Gripo (Past Secretary, Rotary
Club of South Davao) and father of 2 boys (Prince and Alex), ages 6 and 7 years old.

Profession: Owner of a Publishing Company of Educational Magazines and
Fundraising Magazines in the Netherlands and Consultant/Broker of Agricultural
Technology Businesses from Europe.

Address: Tecnecology Corporation, 3rd Floor, 2297 Chino Roces Avenue Extension,
Magallanes, Makati City

Email Address: bertelbertelsen@acquisitium.nl 

Sponsored by DGND Joaquin “Jackie” Rodriguez to the Rotary Club of Manila

balita        May 19, 2022
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Progressive business professional with broad-based achievements
Real estate developer
I have an extensive marketing, business development production and
managerial background.
I have been part of senior management teams for over twenty five years.
Effective planning and organizational skills
Ability to successfully manage multiple priorities and assignments
Possess effective presentation, verbal and communication skills
Proven capacity to approach problems effectively and creatively
Strong ability to develop corporate strategy and documentation
Articulate and creative, offering innovative and practical solutions
Able to direct, lead and motivate others to produce desired results and achieve
set objectives
An experienced team player, bringing enthusiasm and energy into group
efforts.
Dedicated to maintaining high quality standards
Multilingual

SUMMARY

CAREER OBJECTIVES

Use my bold and competent leadership experience, bringing years of professional
knowledge to facilitate operations, maximize revenue and productivity, and ensure
strong future growth for the companies I manage and the businesses I own.

balita        May 19, 2022
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2007- Present Middleby Philippines Corporation
An American company holding the head office in Chicago USA.
One of the biggest kitchen equipment manufacturing in the world
with over 58 brands produced all over the worlds including the
Philippines.
Vice President Of Operation
Reporting directly to the President GM in the head office Chicago.
Increased efficiency and productivity, reduced man hour and
overtime.             
Directly negotiated with suppliers, reduced material cost in the
first couple of years by 10%, Reduced freight cost. Organized the
warehousing, lowered the inventory level. Planned the expansion
from our existing 5500 m2 plant to almost double the size.
Travelled to other divisions to help in improving efficiency,
productivity and reduce material cost.       

2014- Present N&MMO Chefgourmet.Inc.
A food manufacturing plant (Commissary). Our company takes
pride in producing all kinds of different food products, we have
our own line of products and we also assist companies and
produce their own.
We proudly serve to mention few, five star hotels, like Marriott,
Sheraton, Hilton, Shangri-La, Country clubs like The Palms,
Hospitals like Asian Hospital Alabang, Franchises like Wendy’s,
Kenny Rogers, Roasters and other. 
Owner and Consultant.
This company is owned by my wife and I and managed by my wife.

2005 - 2007 

As HR Manager, my team interviewed candidates from all over
the world for all different positions, Directors, Managers,
Accountants, Supervisors, Teachers etc. to be placed in
schools in deferent countries. 
As Project Manager we visited over 70 schools in the UAE,
interviewed all the staff in each school, we also evaluated
each school from the building status all the way to the
furnishing. The plan was for Sabis International to run these
schools for the government of UAE.

Sabis International School
Operates in over 18 countries.
International school holding its head office in Lebanon, and has
schools all over the world.
HR Manager / Project Manager
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2003 - 2005 Fancy Pocket Corporation
Large factory in Canada and another one in the US.
Holding head office in Canada, 100,000.00’s of Pita bread, Bagels
and tortillas were produced daily to be distributed all over
Canada and the US.
Management Consultant
Assisted the President, GM to reorganize the company. We
managed to increase productivity and efficiency, we developed a
solid QA department reducing 10’s of customer complaints on a
daily bases to almost none. We reduced the numbers of rejects
from 1000’s of pcs on a daily bases to almost none. Helped
develop the HACCP program and directly dealt with both the CFIA
(Canadian food inspection agency) FDA US.

1999 - 2003 Ocean Pier
High end food manufacturing, with a factory in Canada and
distributes their products all over Canada and the US,
Production and QA Manager
My responsibilities were planning of production, purchasing,
shipping, R&D and QA department. Developed both ISO and
HACCP programs, and directly dealt with both the CFIA (Canadian
food inspection agency) FDA US. Was in charge of the expansion,
both planning and execution. 

1996 - 1999 Daabas Printing
Printing company, they served Lebanon and other countries in
the Middle east for their printing needs.
General Manager
In charge of the whole operation. In 1999 we got a big contract in
Saudi Arabia. I help them get the contract and I set up the relocation
of the company but did not want to relocate to Saudi Arabia.

1992 - 1996 Ocean Pier
High end food manufacturing, with a factory in Canada.
Distributes their products all over Canada
Public Relations and Marketing
Planned, implemented and coordinated multiple marketing and
promotional programs and exhibition. Collaborated on creative
concepts for marketing and field promotions. Interacted daily
with clients, vendors and retailers to insure the smooth planning.
Executed and monitored media plans and coordinated media
placement with creative agencies.
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1991-1992 Cherubini Metal Works Limited
First Job after graduating. Canadian metal company produces
power posts for the power company in Canada.
Engineering Assistant 
Worked under and reported to the head of the Engineering
Department. Made sure everything was done properly according
to drawings and specifications and ready to be shipped on time at
the highest quality possible.

1987-1991 The New Palace
Worked while going to university. The Largest restaurant/night
club in Halifax, Nova Scotia Canada. Can hold up to 3,500 people.
Public relations and Head of security
Interacted with clients and was in charge of the security group.

2003 Dalhousie University
Halifax, Canada
Advanced ISO 9001:2000 TQM
Total Quality Management
Implementation and Management

1986-1991 

UNIVERSITY EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

1998-1999 American Universal College
Beirut, Lebanon
Graphic Design Program

1997-1998 American Universal College
Beirut, Lebanon
Computer, Software Application

Dalhousie University
Halifax, Canada
Bachelors-Economics

1985 International Baccalaureate examination certificate
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SKILLS

MS Word
PowerPoint/Internet                                      
Excel
Accounting
Microsoft Access
WHMIS       

ISO

       (Workplace Hazardous Material
       Information System)        

Visual Basic/Access                 
Coral Draw 8.0
Adobe Illustrator
Photoshop
Quark Express
HACCP

      (Hazard Analyses And Critical
      Control Point)

PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS

I have been the co-chair for LMC / CBA for the past 11 years.
Co-chair for the health and safety committee Canada
Police and Security Control diploma. Canada
Patron Control and Safety Procedures diploma. Canada
Member of the Canadian Red Cross society
Member of the Canadian ski patrol association
1988-1994 Member of the Halifax Canadian Tea-Kwon-do team
1996-1999 member of the Lebanese Tae-Kwon-do team

LEISURE AND OTHER ACTIVITIES

5th degree black belt in Tae-Kwando
1st degree black belt in Judo
Love to play tennis 2 to 3 times a week
Enjoy going to the gym
Try to join 1 to 2 marathons a month
Can play many other sports like, football, basketball, badminton and skiing
Love hiking and try to plan a hike with family and friends once a month or
couple of months
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Greetings my dear RCM brothers!

We are facing a new dawn.

The votes have been counted.

Vox Populi Vox Dei.

We now must ALL move on towards making
this administration work.

By now, those of us who voted for the losing
candidates must be done licking our respective
wounds.

It is now time to pick ourselves up and open
our hearts and our minds to working towards
a common National Goal.

We must all pray for our new leaders.

Let us pray for President-Elect Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. that he will be guided, not only by
the best possible Cabinet Secretaries available,
but, more importantly, be driven by a strong
and reverent fear of our Lord.

Let us indeed UNITE in making this
administration work, and work well!

There is an invitation to join the Handover and
Induction Ceremonies from DGE Joyce Ambray
scheduled on July 1, 2022 at the OKADA
MANILA Hotel. This is on a first come, first
serve basis. RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Chairman and Rotary Club of Manila Programs
Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
has made arrangements for and sponsored
two tables for this event. Please coordinate
with Secretariat to check if there are still slots
open and sign up! Salamat RCManila
Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Rotary Club of
Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP
Hermie Esguerra!

PRESIDENT'S
CORNER

balita        May 19, 2022

On May 26, 2022, coinciding with our live
TOWER Awards Meeting, we are scheduling a
photo/video shoot to update the Lupang
Hinirang rendition of the club.  So, if you are
not yet part of the current video, please join. 
 The shoot starts at 10:00 am and ends at 4:00
pm.  Barong Tagalog and black pants for
uniformity are required.

We are ushering in several new members who
have been approved by the Board last Tuesday
during our Tenth (10th) Regular Board
Meeting. After they have gone through our
standard briefings, they will be scheduled for
Charging and Induction at an appropriate date
soon.

Today, we have two of our formidable
members who will be sharing their stories
during today’s Classification Talks.  STAR Rtn.
Bertel Ingmar “Ingy” Bertelsen will present his
topic on “Investments in Mahogany Plantations
and Mangrove Projects”.  We will also have
ISAA Nagi Zeitouni who will share his rich
experience in the food industry.

So sit back and enjoy the program today!

Warmest regards to one and all!

Humbly yours in Rotary,

Felix Francisco S. Zaldarriaga
President
RY 2021-2022



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

The Rotary Club of Manila
Audiovisual Presentation of the

Philippine National Anthem
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Dir. Amading Valdez, as Program
Moderator/Facilitator, calls the day’s

sequential order of activities.

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga calls
the meeting to order.

Rtn. Joel Talampas delivers an
Invocation and Special Prayer.

The World Famous Music Chorale Audiovisual Presentation of the
RC Manila Hymn and the singing of the Philippine Rotary Hymn

balita        May 19, 2022
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THAT WAS
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The World Famous Chorale
singing the Welcome Song

STAR Rtn. Ronald Martinez recites
the Rotarian Pledge as a perfect
prelude in fostering and strengthening
ties amongst fellow Rotarians by way
of reinforcing their resolve in
furtherance of Service Above Self.

Rtn. Xavy Zialcita leads the
recitation of the Four (4)
Way Test for Manila
Rotarians to renew their
commitment to the Rotary
movement.

Dir. Amading Valdez,
Program Moderator/Facilitator,

acknowledges visiting
Rotarians and guests.

balita        May 19, 2022
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President Chito Zaldarriaga,
delivers his Presidents Time.

Dir. Amading Valdez, Program Moderator/Facilitator, acknowledges the week’s
birthday celebrants, namely, Rtn. Jerry Agnes, Rtn. Martin Henkelman, Rtn.
Jun Coyuito, Rtn. Mac Macapagal, Rtn.Jun Bella, PD Ner Lonzaga and Rtn.
Jack Rodriguez which was followed by an audiovisual presentation of the World
Famous Music Chorale singing the happy birthday song.

balita        May 19, 2022

PVP Fausto Preysler Jr., as
Proposer, introduces new
member Atty. Jose Paolo A.
Magpale, Senior Vice President,
BDO Unibank.



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS
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PDG Alex Cureg conducts the charging on new member,
Atty. Jose Paolo A. Magpale, Senior Vice President, BDO
Unibank.

President Chito Zaldarriaga administers the Oath of Membership.

balita        May 19, 2022
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THAT WAS
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PD Art Lopez, Chairman,
House Committee, presents
the results of the survey on
future membership meetings.

Guest Speaker DE Tony Lopez, Founder, President, Chairman
and Chief Executive Officer, BizNewsAsia, delivers his talk.

balita        May 19, 2022

Rtn. Citos Manalaysay introduces
Guest Speaker DE Tony Lopez,
Founder, President, Chairman
and Chief Executive Officer,
BizNewsAsia.



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

President Chito Zaldarriaga and Programs
Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
present the Certificate of Appreciation, attested
by IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu, to
Guest Speaker DE Tony Lopez, Founder,
President, Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer, BizNewsAsia.

17Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

A short open forum immediately followed right after the talk of Guest Speaker
DE Tony Lopez, Founder, President, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer,
BizNewsAsia. Among those who participated were President Chito
Zaldarriaga, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Rotary Club of
Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra, STAR Rtn.
Ingy Bertelsen, PAS Joel Valdes and DE/IPD Hans Palacios.

Pres. Chito
Zaldarriaga

delivers his closing
remarks and
thereafter,

adjourns the
meeting. 

balita        May 19, 2022



CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

Dear Fellow Rotarians,

Classification Talks hit at the core of the Vocational Service avenue of Rotary.
Interestingly, “Investments in Mahogany Plantations and Mangrove Projects” as the
talk of STAR Rtn. INGY BERTELSEN and everything you wanted to know about food
from ISAA NAGI ZEITOUNI, find anchor in developing the meaning of life. Be there
as these topics unfold.

Step up and be seen, 12:30 PM, May 19.

Very truly yours, 

PE/PVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
Programs Committee Chairman
RY 2021-2022

From the Programs Committee
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2021-2022
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2021-2022

(As of May 18, 2022, 11:00 AM)
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

The Board of Directors
of the Rotary Club of Manila

for RY 2022-2023
Holds Planning Meeting
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The Board of Directors of the Rotary Club of Manila for RY 2022-2023
held a Planning Meeting last May 12, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform.
Present were RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Rotary Club of
Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra, IS
Edwin Hernandez, ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, ISAA/DSAA Jason
Bogovich, DE/PD Raffy Alunan, DE Tony Lopez, DE/IPD Hans Palacios,
IAT/AT PJ Garcia, DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani, ISAA Nagi Zeitounj, IAS Mike
Albaña, ES Anna Kun Toledo and RCManila Foundation, Inc. EA Amy
Babiano.
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ADMINISTRATION

The Membership Committee of the
Rotary Club of Manila Holds Meeting 
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The Membership Committee of the Rotary Club of Manila held a meeting last
May 13, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform. Present on the part of the aspiring
members were Andre Kahn, President, Trans Realty Co. Inc. and Nantha Kumar
Naratanamoorthg, General Manager of New World Makati Hotel. Present on
the part of the Membership Committee were PP Susing Pineda (Centennial
President) and PD Art Lopez. Also present was VP Farid Schoucair.
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The Board of Directors of the Rotary Club
of Manila for RY 2021-2022 Holds

Tenth (10th) Regular Meeting
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The Board of Directors of the Rotary Club of Manila for RY 2021-2022 held its
Tenth (10th) Regular Meeting last May 17, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform.
Present were President Chito Zaldarriaga, ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, Dir.
John Michael Cutter, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Rotary Club of
Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra, Dir. Amading
Valdez, DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani, Dir. Noy Benedicto, IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary
Reggie Yu, AS Henry Go, IAT/AT PJ Garcia, ES Anna Kun Toledo and RCManila
Foundation, Inc. EA Amy Babiano.

balita        May 19, 2022



THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

July 1, 2021

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 
 
An Opportunity has now opened doors for
our club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club. With
only US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution,
you can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

We have members who have risen to donor
levels that have earned them significant point
values. Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie
Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, PVP Hermie
Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet
Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness
to share the points they have earned to allow
Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul
Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution
of US$ 500.00 instead of the regular  US$
1,000.00. 

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling
in www.rotary.org using your R.I.
Identification Number. Once enrolled, you are
allowed to learn Rotary, increase your circle
of friendship and contribute conveniently
using the website. 
 
We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of
service-oriented people who believe that our
congregation is a means to share our
blessings to the less fortunate communities
globally. The Rotary Foundation is the funding
arm of global humanitarian undertakings of
Rotary International. It was formally named in
1917 and the first trustees were appointed
after Rotary International President Arch
Klumph proposed for the establishment of an
endowment for the purpose of doing good in
the world. The first grant of US$ 500
benefitted the International Society for
Crippled Children (Easter Seals). History
marks the milestone projects of The Rotary
Foundation     such      a     scholarship         for 

international graduate study, the elimination
of Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World
Peace Forum, among others.  Under the
Rotary’s 7 Areas of Service Focus, namely,
Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution,
Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water and
Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic
Education and Literacy, Economic and
Community Development and lastly,
Supporting the Environment, Rotary
International and The Rotary Foundation have
made themselves relevant to developing
communities globally.

All these services would not have been made
possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,
who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become
members of The Rotary Foundation through a
minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  

We are currently working on Global Grants and
District Grants. Your contribution will
significantly improve the community living of
our target beneficiaries.
 
For any assistance, please feel free to contact
me.  

Yours in the service of Rotary, 

ROMEO THADDEUS R. LIAMZON  
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation
Director
RY 2021-2022 

Noted by:

FELIX FRANCISCO S. ZALDARRIAGA 
President
RY 2021-2022

Appeal for Paul Harris Fellows

http://www.rotary.org/


THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

This is to announce a call for Global Grant Proposals for Rotary Year 2021-2022.
See the fruition of your donations to The Rotary Foundation as you witness
sustainable service projects unfold that would define the existence of Asia’s First
Rotary Club.

For queries, please get in touch with the Secretariat and/or the undersigned.

Yours in Rotary service,

ROMEO THADDEUS “THAD” R. LIAMZON
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation Committee
Director
RY 2021-2022

Calling for Proposals for Global Grants
for RY 2021-2022
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FOUNDATION

Polio Plus Society Pin
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THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

 Manila Rotarians Attend
The Rotary Foundation

Grant Management Seminar
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The Rotary Club of Manila standee of its most recent
global grant during The Rotary Foundation Grant
Management Seminar held last May 14, 2022 at the
hallway of the Chardonnay by Astoria in Pasig City.

RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman
and Rotary Club of Manila Programs
Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie
Esguerra receiving his Presidents-Elect
Training Seminar Certificate.

The Rotary Club of Manila as a co-host
of The Rotary Foundation Grant
Management Seminar



THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

Manila Rotarians Attend The Rotary Foundation
Grant Management Seminar
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RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Rotary Club of Manila
Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra draws
first blood as he pledged to be an Arch Klumph Society Member.

Manila Rotarians attended The Rotary Foundation Grant Management Seminar last
May 14, 2022 at the Chardonnay by Astoria in Pasig City. Present were RCManila
Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra, ISAA Nagi Zeitouni, DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani, IDDCC/VP/Club
Secretary Reggie Yu, ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday and IAS Mike Albaña.



VOCATIONAL

SERVICE
Call for Nominations for the Journalism Awards

of the Rotary Club of Manila
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The Outstanding Workers of the Republic
(TOWER) Awards Committee Holds Meeting

VOCATIONAL

SERVICE

The Outstanding Workers of the Republic (TOWER) Awards Committee held a
meeting last May 18, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were RCManila
Foundation, Inc. President and Rotary Club of Manila PP Susing Pineda (Chairman
and Centennial President), PP Teddy Ocampo, ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, Dir.
Amading Valdez, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Rotary Club of Manila
Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra, PD Art Lopez (Chairman,
House Committee), LCP Aries Balanay (Technical Consultant) (Rotary Club of
Intramuros Manila), PMAP Associate Dette Tan, PMAP Associate Margaux Norrega,
Ron Olalia (C & E Publishing) and ES Anna Kun Toledo.
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COGS
IN THE WHEEL
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Rtn. Henry Villarica Elected as Mayor
of the City of Meycauayan

Rtn. Henry Villarica was elected as Mayor of the City of Meycauayan in
Bulacan last May 9, 2022.
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IN THE WHEEL

36Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

Rtn. Ferdinand Martin “Martin” Romualdez
Reelected Congressman/ Representative

of the First District of Leyte
and Frontrunner in Speakership Race 

Rtn. Ferdinand Martin “Martin” Romualdez was reelected Congressman/
Representative of the First District of Leyte last May 9, 2022. He is the
frontrunner in the race for the Speakership of the House of
Representatives of the Republic of the Philippines.
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RELEASE
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Rotary Club of Manila
Presents 17 Winners

in 8th Tourism Awards



INTERCLUB  
RELATIONS
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ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday
Attended the Rotary District 3810

The Omni Communications Group Meeting

ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday attended the meeting of the Rotary District
3810 The Omni Communications Group for RY 2022-2023 last May 13,
2022 via Zoom virtual platform. He has been appointed as a member of
the said communications group for RY 2022-2023.
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PDG Vince Carlos and PDG Rudy Bediones
Attend Rotary District 3810

Council of Governors Meeting 

PDG Vince Carlos and PDG Rudy Bediones attended the Rotary
District 3810 Council of Governors Meeting last May 13, 2022
hosted by PDG Danny Yu of the Rotary Club of Bagumbayan-
Manila at the East Ocean Palace Restaurant in Parañaque City.
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PDG Obet Pagdanganan and PDG Rudy Bediones
Attend Rotary District 3810 Past Presidents Council

“Flores de Mayo” Fellowship
Hosted by the World Class Presidents

PDG Obet Pagdanganan and PDG Rudy Bediones attended the Rotary District 3810
Past Presidents Council “Flores de Mayo” Fellowship hosted by the World Class
Presidents last May 14, 2022 at the Maynila Room of the Manila Hotel in Manila.
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PDG Obet Pagdanganan and PDG Rudy Bediones Attend
Rotary District 3810 Past Presidents Council “Flores de Mayo”
Fellowship Hosted by the World Class Presidents
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Glitz and Glamour
of the Stars

Awards and Recognition 2022
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Rotary District 3810
Handover and Induction Ceremonies 2022



INTERNATIONAL 

SERVICE
Rotary International Convention 2022

at Houston, Texas, USA
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Source: www.rotary.org
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by IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary

Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu
Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022

OUR PRESUMPTIVE SPEAKER.
“We hope to not only heal the nation but also heal the economy. These are the top

priority programs of the majority in the incoming administration. And the key
element here, of course, is unity.” — Rep. Martin Romualdez

48Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

Leyte First District Representative and House Majority leader FERDINAND MARTIN
ROMUALDEZ, like many Manila Rotarians who have assumed leadership in the highest
echelons of our government, is the presumptive choice to be elected as Speaker of the
House in the 19th Congress, which will make him the 31st speaker in an illustrious line of
leaders that headed our national legislative assembly since 1898. Under his leadership, the
lower chamber is poised to prioritize measures to get the country out of the COVID-19
pandemic and sustain its economic recovery.

Born as the third child of Benjamin
“Kokoy” Romualdez and Juliette
Gomez, he belongs to an influential
and affluent clan. His father, Benjamin,
served as the Governor of Leyte and
was appointed as the ambassador to
the United States, China and Saudi
Arabia. He is also the nephew of
former first lady Imelda Romualdez
Marcos and late Filipino president
Ferdinand Marcos. His cousins,
Bongbong and Imee Marcos are also
active in politics today with the former
overwhelmingly elected as the next
Philippine president and the latter
serving as Senator.

Rep. Martin attended Cornell
University in the United States from
1981 to 1985, graduating with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in
government.   In   1988,   he  earned   a
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Certificate of Special Studies in
Administration and Management from
Harvard University. He later enrolled at
the University of the Philippines, College of
Law in 1988, where he became a member
of the Upsilon Sigma Phi fraternity. He
eventually earned his Bachelor of Laws
degree in 1992.

Immediately after earning his law degree,
he began to serve as concurrent trustee
and president of Doña Remedios Trinidad
Romualdez Medical and Dr. Vicente
Orestes Romualdez Educational
Foundation. In 1995, he started work as
director and legal counsel for the CARPA
Realty Development Corporation, and as
trustee for Remedios Trinidad Romualdez
Medical Foundation. Before his work in his
family's foundations, he spent a
considerable time in the banking field. He
was Chairman of the Board for Equitable
PCI Bank, as well as Director for several
companies, among them Philippine
Commercial International Bank, Equitable
Card Network, EBC Investments, Inc.,
Equitable Savings Bank, PCI Leasing
Corporation, and PCI Capital Corporation.
The family also owns the renowned Metro
Manila broadsheet Manila Standard, the
Journal Group of Publications, and the
mass media firm Philippine Collective
Media Corporation. He is also the National
President of the Lakas-Christian Muslim
Democrats party.

A University of the Philippines-educated
lawyer, Rep. Martin was first elected to the
post of House majority leader in 2016 as
part  of  a  term-sharing  deal  for  Speaker 

between Taguig City Rep. Alan Peter S.
Cayetano and Marinduque Rep. Lord
Allan Jay Q. Velasco. In 2019, he ran
under the Lakas Party as Congressman in
the First District of Leyte, defeating Lino
Dumas of the Partido Federal ng Pilipinas
(PFP). As Representative, he authored
bills that focused on overseas Filipino
workers, laborers, health among many
others. During his first stint in Congress,
he has authored 325 bills, co-authored 60
more, and was elected Majority Leader
on the House Committee on Rules. 

House leaders and prominent members
expressed support to Rep. Martin for the
House Speakership largely because of his
legislative prowess, his mastery of the
legislative grind, and his reputation as a
consensus builder. Many believe that he
will be a vital cog as the incoming
administration fulfills its vision of unity
and prosperity for the country. Certainly,
the 19th Congress under the leadership
of a Speaker Martin Romualdez will augur
well in the passage of important and
crucial legislative reforms for the country
and the Filipino people under the
incoming administration.

Of course, the Rotary Club of Manila is
expected to throw its full support to one
of its own. Speaker Romualdez will
definitely bring the House of
Representatives to new and greater
heights under a common goal of unity
towards economic and moral recovery,
social justice and the rule of law.

Congratulations! 
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