
As the nation finds itself in the crossroads of a new leadership shown
to be leading by an overwhelming majority, let Asia’s First Rotary
Club’s Journalist of the Year deliver his fearless perspectives on post
election scenarios as our country treks the way in moving forward.
With a fresh mandate in a new Philippine leadership, so too, do we
welcome a fresh corporate face in our fold as well as meeting mode
and venue survey results for a Rotary club gradually rising from the
embers of a global pandemic.
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Invocation and Special Prayers                                       

Philippine National Anthem

RCM Hymn

Philippine Rotary Hymn

The Rotarian Pledge

The Four (4) Way Test 

Introduction of Guests & Visiting Rotarians

Welcome Song 

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

Registration & Zoom In  

Program Moderator/Facilitator/Chika Talk

Call to Order

AVP of RCM Members

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP 

STAR Rtn. Ronald Martinez

Rtn. Xavy Zialcita

Dir. Amading Valdez

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

12:30 PM                   

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

STAR Rtn. Joel Talampas        

Part I

May 6

May 8

Maligayang Bati

Happy Birthday Song

President’s Time

AVP of  RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of Birthday Celebrants

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

ZOOM 
WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Rtn. Jerry Agnes  
Rtn. Martin Henkelman     
Rtn. Jun Coyiuto
Rtn. Mac Macapagal      

Rotary Year 2021-2022
Thursday, May 12, 2022, 12:30PM
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Presentation of Meeting Protocol/
Zoom Meeting House Rules

Dir. Amading Valdez

balita        May 12, 2022

May 11
May 12

Rtn. Jun Bella   
PD Ner Lonzaga
Rtn. Jack Rodriguez



Part II
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1:00 PM                   Induction of New Member

ATTY. JOSE PAOLO A. MAGPALE
Senior Vice President, BDO Unibank

Classification: Banking – Retail Consumer Banking
Proposer: PVP Fausto Preysler Jr.

Presentation of the Result of the Survey on Future Membership Meetings 

Open Forum (Question and Answer)

DE ANTONIO “TONY” S. LOPEZ
Founder, President, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer

BizNewsAsia

Open Forum

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
Programs Committee Chairman

Attested by:
IDDCC/VPE/Sec. Reggie Yu

Response and Meeting Adjournment      Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga2:00 PM                   

ZOOM 
WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Part III
1:15 PM                   

Introduction of New Member

Charging of New Member

Administration of Oath of Membership

PVP Fausto Preysler Jr.

PDG Alex Cureg

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

balita        May 12, 2022

Part IV
1:25 PM                   

PD Art Lopez
Chairman, House Committee

Introduction of Guest Speaker

Address:

Rtn. Citos Manalaysay
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EDUCATION

1992 – 1996 

1987 – 1991 

Magna Cum Laude

BACHELOR OF LAWS
UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES

B.S. BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES

WORK EXPERIENCE

BDO Unibank
Head of Fixed Income Portfolios and Derivatives

BDO Private Bank
Treasurer

BDO Private Bank
Deputy Treasurer

BDO Unibank
Head of G7 Rates

HSBC SAVINGS BANK (PHILS.), INC. (Manila, Philippines)
Treasurer

HSBC INTERNATIONAL BANK LTD. (Jersey, Channel Islands, UK)
Deputy Treasurer

HSBC BRUNEI (B.S. Begawan, Brunei)
Relief Treasurer

2019-present

2014 –2018

2013

2012-2013

2010 – 2011

2008 – 2010

June 2006
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HSBC SAVINGS BANK (PHILS.), INC. (Manila, Philippines)
Treasurer

HSBC INTERNATIONAL BANK LTD. (Jersey, Channel Islands, UK)
Treasury Officer

HSBC SAVINGS BANK PHILIPPINES (Manila, Philippines)
Treasurer

HSBC PHILIPPINES (Manila, Philippines)
Sales and Trading Desks
Treasury Dealer

PONCE ENRILE, REYES AND MANALASTAS (PECABAR)
LAW OFFICES
Associate Attorney

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES
Lecturer

2005 – 2008

2004 – 2005

2002 – 2004

1997 - 2002

1996 – 1997

1992 – 1995
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Mr. Tony S. Lopez, 73, is the most senior Filipino journalist today.  

He has over 52 years of experience as a specialist writer on business, the
economy, politics, security, and social issues in the Philippines and the rest
of Asia.

He is the founder, editor, publisher, president and CEO of BizNewsAsia
Philippines, Inc., the publisher of the weekly business and newsmagazine
BizNewsAsia, now on its 22nd year.

Previously, he worked for 30 years for the smallest and greatest Philippine
newspapers, and for the largest and most influential global media
organizations, including The Manila Chronicle, The Manila Times, and The
Times Journal; and Time Warner’s Asiaweek, the Mainichi Shimbun of Japan,
and ZDF and ARD tv stations of Germany.

The most influential magazine in Manila, BizNewsAsia is remarkable for its
incisive and in-depth reporting on business and the economy.  He made
Asiaweek of Time Warner the largest foreign weekly news magazine in the
Philippines.

Tony Lopez finished journalism, with minor in economics and marketing, at
the University of Santo Tomas, graduating magna cum laude in 1970 on a
four-year full scholarship.  

He taught journalism, political science, and economics as an associate
professor for three and a half years, at UST, as the holder of the Teodoro
Valencia Professorial Chair in Journalism.
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He took up three semesters of MBA at the Ateneo de Manila University, and
finished global journalism at the University of Stockholm, Sweden.

He won The Outstanding Young Men (TOYM) award for international
journalism in 1985, the Hero of EDSA award and gold medal from the
Philippine Star in 1987, the Outstanding Manilan in international journalism
in 1989, Journalist of the Year from the Filipino Reporter Magazine, the
Outstanding Thomasian Award in the field of arts and letters, and was cited
as among the 100 greatest alumni of the UST College of Arts and Letters
during the college’s centennial year. 

The Rotary Club of Manila has given him eight awards, including the two best
awards—Journalist of the Year 2019, and the Centennial Journalist of the
Year during RCM’s centennial.

Tony is the first honorary member of CREBA, the largest and most
prestigious association of developers.

He is a governor of the Philippine Constitution Association, a founding
member of the Foreign Correspondents Association of the Philippines
(FOCAP), a member of the Management Association of the Philippines, and
has been a long-time chairman of the Manila Overseas Press Club, the
Philippines’ oldest and most prestigious press club.  He has been an RCM
member for the past 30 years.
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A great new day to all of you, my dear RCM Brothers!

When you will be reading this piece, we will have a new President!

Let us now all join hands in bringing this nation to new heights! 

I hope that whoever is now duly elected will, indeed, be true to serving our
people and the nation!

Let us do our part as Rotarians in helping our new administration achieve
what is best for ALL Filipinos.

Today, we are welcoming into our fold, Atty. Jose Paolo Almendras Magpale
Senior Vice President BDO Unibank, under the classification of Banking - Retail
Consumer Banking sponsored by Membership Committee Chairman PVP
Fausto Preysler Jr. Likewise, PD Art Lopez, House Committee Chairman, will
also be reporting on the results of the survey with respect to the mode and
venue of our weekly membership meetings as we begin to rise from the
global pandemic. 

On the Elections aftermath, I am surely excited to hear our very own DE Tony
Lopez share with us his branded incisive and analytical reading on how things
went and why they did the way they did. 

Let us all pray for a new, more prosperous, and God-blessed Pilipinas!

Humbly yours in Rotary,

FSZ

Felix Francisco S. Zaldarriaga
President
RY 2021-2022

PRESIDENT'S
CORNER
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THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

The Rotary Club of Manila
Audiovisual Presentation of the

Philippine National Anthem
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IAT/AT PJ Garcia, as Program
Moderator/Facilitator, calls the day’s

sequential order of activities.

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga calls
the meeting to order.

Rtn. Brendon Yujuico delivers
an Invocation and Special Prayer.

The World Famous Music Chorale Audiovisual Presentation of the
RC Manila Hymn and the singing of the Philippine Rotary Hymn

balita        May 12, 2022



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS
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The World Famous Chorale
singing the Welcome Song.

Rtn. Lawrence Tan recites the
Rotarian Pledge as a perfect prelude
in fostering and strengthening ties
amongst fellow Rotarians by way of
reinforcing their resolve in
furtherance of Service Above Self.

PVP Lance Masters leads
the recitation of the Four (4)
Way Test for Manila
Rotarians to renew their
commitment to the Rotary
movement.

balita        May 12, 2022

IAT/AT PJ Garcia,
Program Moderator/Facilitator,

acknowledges visiting
Rotarians and guests.



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS
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IAT/AT PJ Garcia, Program Moderator/Facilitator, introduces Honorary
Member His Excellency Antonio Jose Maria de Souza e Silva, Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Brazil to the Republic of the
Philippines.

IAT/AT PJ Garcia, Program Moderator/Facilitator, acknowledges the week’s
birthday celebrants, namely, STAR Rtn. Roland Hortaleza, Rtn. Robi Joseph
and Dir. Amading Valdez which was followed by an audiovisual presentation
of the  World Famous Music Chorale singing the happy birthday song.
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THE WEEK 

THAT WAS
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PDG Alex Cureg conducts the charging of Honorary Member
His Excellency Antonio Jose Maria de Souza e Silva,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Brazil to the
Republic of the Philippines.

President Chito Zaldarriaga administers the Oath of Honorary
Membership to Honorary Member His Excellency Antonio Jose Maria de
Souza e Silva, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Brazil to
the Republic of the Philippines.
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THE WEEK 

THAT WAS
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DGND Jackie Rodriguez introduces
Guest Speaker James Arthur B.
Jimenez, President, Rotary Club of
Manila South, RY 2019-2020, Director
IV, Education and Information
Department and Spokesman,
Commission on Elections.

Guest Speaker James Arthur B. Jimenez, President, Rotary Club of
Manila South, RY 2019-2020, Director IV, Education and Information
Department and Spokesman, Commission on Elections, delivers his talk.

balita        May 12, 2022



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

President Chito Zaldarriaga and Programs
Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
present the Certificate of Appreciation, attested
by IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu, to
James Arthur B. Jimenez, President, Rotary
Club of Manila South, RY 2019-2020, Director
IV, Education and Information Department
and Spokesman, Commission on Elections.
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A short open forum immediately followed right after the talk of Guest Speaker
James Arthur B. Jimenez, President, Rotary Club of Manila South, RY 2019-
2020, Director IV, Education and Information Department and Spokesman,
Commission on Elections. Among those who participated were PAS Joel
Valdes, President Chito Zaldarriaga, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman
and Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie
Esguerra and PP Frank Evaristo.

balita        May 12, 2022

Pres. Chito
Zaldarriaga

delivers his closing
remarks and
thereafter,

adjourns the
meeting. 



CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

Dear Fellow Rotarians,

After having gone through a rather gruelling campaign period, the die has now
been cast and seemingly, a majority President looms in the horizon. Anxiety and
apprehensions are high and we need an expert to assuage our fears. Thus, we
welcome the fearless perspectives of our very own DE ANTONIO “TONY” S. LOPEZ,
Founder, President, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of BizNewsAsia, in “Post
Election Scenarios: The Way Forward”. Likewise, PD ART LOPEZ, House Committee
Chairman, will present the results of the meeting mode and venue survey
conducted last May 6, 2022 as we welcome ATTY. JOSE PAOLO A. MAGPALE, Senior
Vice President of BDO Unibank, with the classification of Banking - Retail Consumer
Banking, into our fold.

It’s time to be vigilant as we delve, 12:30 PM, MAY 12.

Very truly yours,

PE/PVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
Programs Committee Chairman
RY 2021-2022

From the Programs Committee
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2021-2022
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2021-2022

(As of May 11, 2022, 11:00 AM)
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

The Board of Directors
of the Rotary Club of Manila

for RY 2022-2023
Holds Planning Meeting
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The Board of Directors of the Rotary Club of Manila for RY 2022-2023 held a
Planning Meeting last May 5, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were
RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Rotary Club of Manila Programs
Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra, ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday,
ISAA/DSAA Jason Bogovich, ISAA Nagi Zeitouni, IT/IPT Karlo Castro, DE/IPD Hans
Palacios, IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu, IS Edwin Hernandez, DE/PD
Raffy Alunan, IAS Mike Albaña, DE/Treasurer Jujut Enriquez, DE/Dir. Johnny
Chotrani, ES Anna Kun Toledo and RCManila Foundation, Inc. EA Amy Babiano.
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THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

July 1, 2021

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 
 
An Opportunity has now opened doors for
our club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club. With
only US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution,
you can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

We have members who have risen to donor
levels that have earned them significant point
values. Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie
Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, PVP Hermie
Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet
Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness
to share the points they have earned to allow
Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul
Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution
of US$ 500.00 instead of the regular  US$
1,000.00. 

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling
in www.rotary.org using your R.I.
Identification Number. Once enrolled, you are
allowed to learn Rotary, increase your circle
of friendship and contribute conveniently
using the website. 
 
We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of
service-oriented people who believe that our
congregation is a means to share our
blessings to the less fortunate communities
globally. The Rotary Foundation is the funding
arm of global humanitarian undertakings of
Rotary International. It was formally named in
1917 and the first trustees were appointed
after Rotary International President Arch
Klumph proposed for the establishment of an
endowment for the purpose of doing good in
the world. The first grant of US$ 500
benefitted the International Society for
Crippled Children (Easter Seals). History
marks the milestone projects of The Rotary
Foundation     such      a     scholarship         for 

international graduate study, the elimination
of Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World
Peace Forum, among others.  Under the
Rotary’s 7 Areas of Service Focus, namely,
Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution,
Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water and
Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic
Education and Literacy, Economic and
Community Development and lastly,
Supporting the Environment, Rotary
International and The Rotary Foundation have
made themselves relevant to developing
communities globally.

All these services would not have been made
possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,
who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become
members of The Rotary Foundation through a
minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  

We are currently working on Global Grants and
District Grants. Your contribution will
significantly improve the community living of
our target beneficiaries.
 
For any assistance, please feel free to contact
me.  

Yours in the service of Rotary, 

ROMEO THADDEUS R. LIAMZON  
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation
Director
RY 2021-2022 

Noted by:

FELIX FRANCISCO S. ZALDARRIAGA 
President
RY 2021-2022

Appeal for Paul Harris Fellows

http://www.rotary.org/


THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

This is to announce a call for Global Grant Proposals for Rotary Year 2021-2022.
See the fruition of your donations to The Rotary Foundation as you witness
sustainable service projects unfold that would define the existence of Asia’s First
Rotary Club.

For queries, please get in touch with the Secretariat and/or the undersigned.

Yours in Rotary service,

ROMEO THADDEUS “THAD” R. LIAMZON
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation Committee
Director
RY 2021-2022

Calling for Proposals for Global Grants
for RY 2021-2022
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THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

Polio Plus Society Pin
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THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

The Rotary Foundation (TRF)
Grant Management Seminar
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The Journalism Awards Committee
of the Rotary Club of Manila Holds Meeting

VOCATIONAL

SERVICE

balita        May 12, 2022

The Journalism Awards Committee of the Rotary Club of Manila held a meeting last May 6, 2022
via Zoom virtual platform. Present were Dir. Amading Valdez (Chairman), ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir.
Albert Alday (Member), LCP Aries Balanay (Technical Consultant) (Rotary Club of Intramuros
Manila) and ES Anna Kun Toledo.



VOCATIONAL

SERVICE
Call for Nominations for the Journalism Awards

of the Rotary Club of Manila
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VOCATIONAL

SERVICE
Call for Nominations for the Journalism Awards

of the Rotary Club of Manila

29Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita        May 12, 2022



30Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

The Outstanding Workers of the Republic
(TOWER) Awards Committee Holds Meeting

with the People Management Association
of the Philippines (PMAP)

VOCATIONAL

SERVICE
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The Outstanding Workers of the Republic (TOWER) Awards 2022 Committee
held a meeting with officials of the People Management Association of the
Philippines (PMAP) last May 10, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were
RCManila Foundation, Inc. President and Rotary Club of Manila PP Susing
Pineda (Centennial President and Chairman), RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Chairman and Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP
Hermie Esguerra, PP Teddy Ocampo, IT/IPT Karlo Castro, PMAP Executive
Director Rene Gener, PMAP Associate Dette Tan, PMAP Associate Margaux
Norrega and ES Anna Kun Toledo.



INTERCLUB  
RELATIONS
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RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and
Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie

Esguerra Attends the Opening of the Rotary
District 3810 Governor’s Cup and Participates

in the Basketball Tournament

RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Rotary Club of Manila Programs
Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra attended the Rotary
District 3810 Governor’s Cup Opening Ceremony last May 8, 2022 at the
STI Academy Center in Pasay City. He is likewise part of the Phenomenal
Leaders Basketball Team.
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INTERCLUB  
RELATIONS
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INTERCLUB  
RELATIONS
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ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday and
IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu
Attend Rotary District 3810 Handover
Souvenir Program Committee Meeting

ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday and IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu
attended the Rotary District 3810 Handover Souvenir Program Committee
last May 11, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform. Also present were DGE Joyce
Michelle Socorro Ambray (Rotary Club of Manila Premier), Handover
Chairperson PDG Liza Elorde (Rotary Club of Manila Premier), IDES Mark
Eugene Tan (Rotary Club of University District Manila), ICoS Ramil Roxas
(Rotary Club of Sto. Tomas Manila), IDT Verdelita Tiu (Rotary Club of Jose
Abad Santos Manila), ISDG Niel Kenneth Jamandre (Rotary Club of Metro
Escolta) and ADSEC Sol Troniado-Encarnacion.
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INTERCLUB  
RELATIONS
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ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday and
RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and
Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee
Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra Attend

Rotary District 3810 Handover 2022 Meeting

ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday and RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and
Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
attended the Rotary District 3810 Handover 2022 Meeting last May 11, 2022 via
Zoom virtual platform. Also present were DGE Joyce Michelle Socorro Ambray
(Rotary Club of Manila Premier), PDG Liza Elorde (Rotary Club of Manila Premier),
Dir. Venus Cleope (Rotary Club of Manila Premier), ISDG Nelia Seril (Rotary Club
of Manila Binondo Prime), ISDG Maribel Chua (Rotary Club of Manila Premier),
ICoS Ramil Roxas (Rotary Club of Sto. Tomas Manila), IDES Mark Eugene Tan
(Rotary Club of University District Manila), CP George Tagle (Rotary Club of
Manila Archangel Premier), ISDG Majella Tumangan-Villaroman (Rotary Club of
Manila 101) and ISDG Joseph Uyching (Rotary Club of Raha Sulayman Manila).
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INTERCLUB  
RELATIONS
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ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday and RCManila
Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Rotary Club of Manila
Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
Attend Rotary District 3810 Handover 2022 Meeting



INTERCLUB  
RELATIONS
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Glitz and Glamour
of the Stars

Awards and Recognition 2022
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INTERNATIONAL 

SERVICE
Rotary International Convention 2022

at Houston, Texas, USA
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FELLOWSHIP

DGND Jackie Rodriguez
and PP Banit Caasi
in a Mini Fellowship
at Manila Elks Club
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DGND Jackie Rodriguez had a mini-fellowship with PP Banit Caasi last May 11,
2022 at the Manila Elks Club in Makati City where he had the opportunity to give
a long overdue award during his presidency to him.
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Source: www.rotary.org
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OTHER 

MATTERS
 Straight from

the Horse's Mouth
by IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary

Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu
Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022

THE OTHER SPOX. 
“Nobody believes the official spokesman… but everybody trusts

an unidentified source.” — Ron Nessen
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Clean living and the art of bonsai is the formula for a healthy lifestyle of a lawyer whose job
title is a description of a very stressful working environment – Chief Presidential Legal
Counsel to the President of the Philippines. It is a job that puts him in the middle of one
controversy after another, where he has to face severe criticisms especially from netizens,
and keep an air of being unaffected by it. 

Despite that, Atty. SALVADOR SAN BUENAVENTURA PANELO, now in his mid-70s, continues
to do his work, unaffected by what others are saying. A lawyer who most recently served as
the chief legal counsel of President Rodrigo Duterte before resigning in October 2021 to run
for senator in the 2022 elections, he was also the president’s spokesman from October 2018 

balita        May 12, 2022

until he was replaced by returning
Palace mouthpiece Harry Roque who
vacated his post to make an
unsuccessful bid for the Senate.

Born on September 23, 1946 in Naga,
Camarines Sur, he studied elementary
at the Murphy Elementary School and
high school at the Roosevelt Memorial
High School. He moved to Manila to go
to the University of the Philippines
College of Law for his law education.
As a student at the University of the
Philippines Diliman and a member of
the Sigma Rho fraternity, he was
involved in student activism during the
pre-martial law period. He stayed at
the University of the Philippines and
completed law school in 1974 and
passed the Philippine Bar Examination
the same year.



OTHER 

MATTERS
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After graduating from law school, he first
practiced law at United Laboratories where he
served as the company's legal counsel from
1977 to 1987. He assumed the directorship of
the Integrated Bar of the Philippines (IBP) in
1983 and presidency of the IBP Rizal Chapter
in 1985. In 1987, he was hired as a radio
anchor at DZEC Radyo Agila where he worked
for one year. It was also in 1987 when he
started his private law practice.

In his 40 years of law practice, specializing in
constitutional, criminal and remedial law, Atty.
Panelo defended prominent political
personalities such as Datu Unsay Mayor Andal
Ampatuan Jr. over the infamous 2009
Maguindanao massacre, defense lawyer of
Calauan Mayor Antonio Sanchez who was
tried for the 1993 Eileen Sarmenta and Allan
Gomez murder, and the family of the late
President Ferdinand Marcos Sr. in relation to
recovering ill-gotten wealth amassed during
Martial Law. Before he was appointed to the
Duterte administration, Panelo represented
then-presidential aspirant Duterte during the
2016 campaign, including against charges of
hidden wealth by Senator Antonio Trillanes,
who was then running for vice president. 

Atty. Panelo also lawyered for former
Commission on Elections Chairman Benjamin
Abalos who was embroiled in the 2007
elections scandal, Philip Medel who was
convicted in the murder of actress Nida
Blanca, and the family of slain racing
champion Enzo Pastor. His other clients
include celebrities such as Deniece Cornejo in
her 2014 rape case against actor Vhong
Navarro, and Dennis Roldan who was
convicted of kidnapping a Filipino-Chinese boy
in 2005.

A fellow Rotarian, he is a member the
Rotary Club of Makati Southwest
chapter, a member of the Board of
Trustees of the San Beda Law Alumni
Association, and Secretary General of
the Asean Law Association Golfers’
Club. 

Prior to joining the government of
Rodrigo Duterte on June 30, 2016, he
was his legal counsel and defense
lawyer on the charges of hidden wealth
by vice presidential candidate Antonio
Trillanes during the presidential
campaign. He eventually served as the
President-elect's transitional
spokesperson before being designated
as Chief Presidential Legal Counsel. 

Atty. Panelo previously ran for senator
in 1992 under the Kilusang Bagong
Lipunan (KBL), the party founded by late
President Ferdinand Marcos Sr., and
finished 125th.

As a senatorial candidate, he
campaigned on a platform of “bringing
the ‘tapang at malasakit’ brand of
leadership to the Senate” by providing
free education and accessible medical,
legal, and social services for regular
Filipinos. He is running under the
administration-backed faction of PDP-
Laban. His candidacy has been
endorsed by President Duterte and his
daughter, vice presidential candidate
Sara Duterte, but he has not been
included in the Senate slate of the
younger Duterte's tandem with
Ferdinand Marcos Jr., son and
namesake of the late chief executive.
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Manila Rotarians attended the First Friday Mass
for the month of May last May 6, 2022 via Zoom
virtual platform. The mass was by Rev. Fr. Larry
Tan, SDB. Present were PP Boy Guevara
(Commentator), Rtn. Butch Alcantara
(Intercessory Prayer), PP Francis Juico (Prayer of
the Faithful), PD Phillip Ong (Prayer for Spiritual
Communion), Rtn. Marius Angara (Novena Prayer
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus), PD Art Lopez
(Oratio Imperata), PDG Obet Pagdanganan, PDG
Rudy Bediones, PD Bebot Pineda, PDSAA Tony
Lopa and ES Anna Kun Toledo.



PRES. CHITO S. ZALDARRIAGA
Publisher



ISDG/ISAG/DE/DIR. ALBERT S. ALDAY

Editor-in-Chief



PP FRANK A. EVARISTO
Editorial Adviser



IDDCC/VPE/CLUB SEC. REGINALD T. YU

STAR RTN. TEDDY Y. KALAW IV
Managing Editors



PAS ELOY ADAMOS

STAR RTN. SENEN T. MANGALILE
Contributing Editors



RHEA VITTO TABORA
Editorial Consultant



RCM SECRETARIAT



ANNA KUN TOLEDO
Executive Secretary



AMIEL M. HERNANDEZ

Committee Coordinator



GRACE AQUINO-MONTES
Fund Coordinator



RCM OFFICE



543 Arquiza St. cor. Grey St.

Ermita, Manila
Tel. No. 8-527-1886
Fax No. 8-527-1885

Email: rcmanila@rcmanila.org

FELIX FRANCISCO "CHITO" S. ZALDARRIAGA
President



ROBERT "BOBBY" L. JOSEPH JR.

Immediate Past President



FARID ALAIN SCHOUCAIR
Vice President



Directors



ALBERT S. ALDAY

JOHNNY N. CHOTRANI
SIXTO "NOY" T. BENEDICTO

JOHN MICHAEL CUTTER
ROMEO THADDEUS "THAD" R. LIAMZON

AMADO “AMADING” D. VALDEZ
HERMINIO "HERMIE" S. ESGUERRA

(Ex-Officio - Chairman, RCManila Foundation, Inc.)
JESUS "SUSING" M. PINEDA JR.

(Ex-Officio - President, RCManila Foundation, Inc.)



REGINALD "REGGIE" T. YU
Club Secretary



EDUARDO "JUJUT" V. ENRIQUEZ III

Club Treasurer



AMADO “AMADING” D. VALDEZ
Board Legal Adviser



DAVID "DAVE" J. REYNOLDS

Sergeant-at-Arms



HENRY S. GO
Assistant Club Secretary



PAUL JOSEPH "PJ" M. GARCIA

Assistant Club Treasurer



JASON M. BOGOVICH
Deputy Sergeant-at-Arms



ANNA KUN TOLEDO
Executive Secretary

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

& EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

RY 2021-2022

EDITORIAL TEAM

RY 2021-2022

B.O.D. & EXECUTIVE OFFICERS | EDITORIAL TEAM

44Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita        May 12, 2022

mailto:rcmanila@rcmanila.org

