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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Invocation and Special Prayers                                       

Philippine National Anthem

RCM Hymn

Philippine Rotary Hymn

The Rotarian Pledge

The Four (4) Way Test 

Introduction of Guests & Visiting Rotarians

Welcome Song 

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

Registration & Zoom In  

Program Moderator/Facilitator/Chika Talk

Call to Order

AVP of RCM Members

RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP 

STAR Rtn. Ingy Bertelsen

STAR Rtn. Joel Talampas

IT/IPT Karlo Castro

RCM WF Music Chorale

12:30 PM                   

VP Farid Schoucair

STAR Rtn. Inov Talusan             

Part I

April 23
April 24

Maligayang Bati

Happy Birthday Song

AVP of  RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of Birthday Celebrants

ZOOM 
WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

PD Jun Hallare
Rtn. Warren So              

Rotary Year 2021-2022
Thursday, April 28, 2022, 12:30PM
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April 27
April 28

DGND Jackie Rodriguez
IPD Celso Abastillas

Presentation of Meeting Protocol/
Zoom Meeting House Rules

 IT/IPT Karlo Castro



Part II
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1:00 PM                   Introduction on Rotary Public Image PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman
Programs Committee Chairman

Introduction of Guest Speaker PDG Ernie Choa
Assistant Regional Public Image
Coordinator 
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Address

PDG ANDRE SUHARTO
Rotary Regional Public Image Coordinator

for Zones 10B and 10C
Rotary International Assembly Training Leader

RY 2020-2022
Rotary Regional Leaders Global Institute Facilitator 2022

Open Forum

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation VP Farid Schoucair
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
Programs Committee Chairman

Attested by:
IDDCC/VPE/Sec. Reggie Yu

Response and Meeting Adjournment      VP Farid Schoucair2:00 PM                   

ZOOM 
WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING
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Andre Suharto holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Computing Science from the University of
Essex, followed with a post graduate Diploma in Accounting and Finance from the
London School of Economics (LSE).

He is a businessman in IT and Automotive Importer & Retailer.

He is a charter member of Rotary Club Kuching Central which was set up in 1986 in
District 3310 covering Brunei, Singapore and part of Malaysia. As an active Rotarian, his
involvement at the district began in 1998. He played many different roles in the district
including many years as Assistant District Trainer. However, it was in 2008 when he
was appointed as district trainer, the first person to assume that role as soon as RI
allowed such position to be held by a non-PDG.

He was District 3310 Governor in 2014-15 under the RI Presidency of Gary Huang.

In 2020 & 2021, he was appointed as Governors-Nominee Training Seminar (GNTS)
Team Leader for Zones 1B, 9 & 10. He was also trainer at Governors-elect Training
Seminar (GETS) for the same Zones.

Currently he is the Rotary Regional Public Image Coordinator for Zones 10B and 10C
covering Brunei, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar & Vietnam
for 2020-2022.

He was Rotary International Assembly Training Leader for three consecutive years in
2020, 2021 & 2022.

He has recently been appointed by RI PE Jennifer Jones and Rotary Foundation Trustee
Chair-elect Ian Risely as the 2022 Rotary Regional Leaders Global Institute facilitator.

Andre is currently in the process of setting up a Rotary Satellite Club with 28 members
below the age of 36 and comprising of five different races which are in line with
Rotary’s DEI policy.

He is a regular speaker within and outside District 3310 and is always happy to share
what he has learnt with dedicated fellow Rotarians.
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Greetings Fellow RCM brothers!

We had quite an interesting weekend last
April 22 and 23, 2022. The Annual DISCON
was held LIVE at the OKADA Hotel with over
500 attendees from all parts of the country
with our other clubs in the district in
attendance and other luminaries from other
clubs as well.

It is rumored that no less than our RI
President President’s Representative actually
arrived on Philippine shores only to be told
he had to be quarantined for a minimum of
five (5) days to which he decided to just turn
back and leave for his next appointment.
Too bad.

Last Friday, the 22nd, the highlight of the
plenary consisted of the Parade of the LCPs
in full Filipiniana attire during the parade of
colors. Amidst the logistical challenges faced
by the OKADA crew, the event went on with
a handful of calibrations along the way. Dir.
John Michael Cutter, who graciously lined up
for the RCM Team waited for several
tranches of 30 minutes just to get the RCM
team registered.

We had the business meeting on the
morning of Saturday, the 23rd, where the
electors of our club composed of
ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, Dir. John
Michael Cutter, DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani, IS
Edwin Hernandez, IAS Mike Albaña, Rtn.
Anton Mauricio, IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary
Reggie Yu, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Chairman and Programs Committee
Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra and
myself participated in the business meeting
on behalf of RCM. 

PRESIDENT'S
CORNER
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The resolution, among others, cast by
another club in the district was calling for a
change in the policy of selection process of
the District Governor where there would
have been an area rotation. Due to the
sheer number of the Manila clubs versus
other smaller clubs from the district and in
an effort to offset the voting power of the
Manila Clubs, the resolution would entail a
change in the existing policies that would by
virtue of a mandatory rotation policy give a
“fair chance” to the smaller clubs within the
district to nominate (and theoretically) be
elected upon.

In the end, the votes were cast and the
resolution was disapproved.

Amidst the almost surreal atmosphere of a
live and face to face gathering of that
magnitude, it was quite an experience to be
part of this event which brought together all
the clubs from District 3810 in this milestone
after almost two (2) years.

Personally, I really felt the high regard our
fellow Rotarians hold for Rotary Club of
Manila while meeting the other LCPs.

A very memorable presentation from the
incoming team headed by DGE Joyce
Ambray climaxed with a “flashmob”
rendition of song and dance set featuring all
the incoming officers who woke up everyone
on the floor. 

Director-General Ching Plaza of PEZA gave
the keynote talk that afternoon. She called
me the day after to tell me that she had
made special mention of me during her talk
but, unfortunately, I had already left to take
care of a vital domestic duty I needed to
attend to.
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Today, we have an interesting speaker in the person of PDG Andre Suharto (no
relation to the former President apparently), one of Rotary International’s foremost
brand trainer-experts to talk about the importance of branding and public image
management.

PDG ANDRE SUHARTO is currently the Rotary Regional Public Image Coordinator
covering Southeast Asia and has recently been appointed by Rotary International
President-Elect Jennifer Jones as the 2022 Rotary Regional Leaders Global Institute
Facilitator. So let us all enjoy as that promises to be an interesting talk today.

I hope we all have finally decided on who our next President will be this coming
May 9, 2022. 

Likewise, we need to have our Senatorial Slate lined up already as these folks will
determine our legislative realities for the next six (6) years. 

Let us all continue praying who these leaders will be. And indeed, may God anoint
each one according to His perfect will.

Mabuhay ang Rotary Club of Manila!

May God bless us all!

Humbly yours in Rotary,

FSZ

Felix Francisco S. Zaldarriaga
President
RY 2021-2022

PRESIDENT'S
CORNER
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THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

IAS Mike Albaña delivers an
Invocation and Special Prayer.
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RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Chairman and Programs Committee
Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra

delivers his welcome message.

IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary
Reggie Yu, as Program Moderator/

Facilitator, calls the day’s
sequential order of activities.

President Chito Zaldarriaga
calls the meeting to order.
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The Rotary Club of Manila
Audiovisual Presentation of the
Philippine National Anthem



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

STAR Rtn. Emil La’O recites the
Rotarian Pledge as a perfect prelude
in fostering and strengthening ties
amongst fellow Rotarians by way of
reinforcing their resolve in
furtherance of Service Above Self.
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Rtn. Juan Montel leads the
recitation of the Four (4)
Way Test for Manila
Rotarians to renew their
commitment to the Rotary
movement.

The World Famous Chorale
singing the Welcome Song.
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The World Famous Music Chorale Audiovisual Presentation of the
RC Manila Hymn and the singing of the Philippine Rotary Hymn



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu, Program Moderator/Facilitator,
acknowledges the week’s birthday celebrants, namely, Dir. Noy Benedicto,
Rtn. Mike Ozaeta (not in photo were Rtn. Willie Peliño, STAR Rtn. Caloy
Serapio, Rtn. Vic Garcia, Rtn. Caloy Buendia, PD Pepo Nuñez, Rtn. Brix
Puljate and PD Rico Domingo) which was followed by the World Famous
Music Chorale singing the happy birthday song.
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Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga
delivers his message
during his President’s Time.
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Message from the 18th Rotary
Club of Manila Tourism
Awards Chairman DDCC/IPP
Bobby Joseph.



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

Rtn. Sinan Batur, Owner, S&L FINE FOODS, INC.
(Food Tourism – Fine Dining)
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STAR Rtn. Richard Joseph Chang Li receiving the award on behalf of
Rtn. Rami Chahwan, COO, THREE BEARS GROUP HOLDINGS CORPORATION; Member,
Board of Directors, DOMINO’S PIZZA PHILIPPINES; Chairman of the Board, COOLBLOG

(Food Tourism – Pizza, Desserts and Beverages) 



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

Rtn. Herbert Joey B. Garcia
EVP/COO, Rai Rai Ken Restaurant Group

(Food Tourism – Casual Japanese Restaurant)
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STAR Rtn. Richard Joseph Chang Li
Chief Operating Officer, KUYA J RESTAURANTS

(Food Tourism – Restaurant Chain)



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

ISAA Nagi Zeitouni
Owner, N & MMO Chef Gourmet, Inc.
(Food Tourism – Food Distribution) 
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Rtn. Lawrence Li Tan
CEO, The Millennial Concept Factory Inc. 

(Tourism – Cultural Promotion)



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

Rtn. Bernd Schneider
Cluster General Manager, Raffles and Fairmont Makati 

(Most Resilient Luxury Hotel) 
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Ms. Gigi Gaw of Sales and Marketing receives the award on behalf of
VP Farid Alain Schoucair, General Manager, The Heritage Hotel Manila 

(Best Quarantine Hotel) 



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

Mr. Salah Albalushi
Country Manager, Philippines

OMAN Air
(Airline of the Year) 
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Mr. Sinan Duman
President, Deluks Turizm

(Travel Agency of the Year)



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

Mr. Alfred Reyes
General Manager, BAI Hotel Cebu

(Hotel General Manager of the Year)
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Ms. Josephine Floresca-Pellicer 
Managing Director, Le Charme Suites Subic 

(4-STAR Hotel) 



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

Mr. Jarryd N. Bello, Officer in Charge, Tourism and Cultural Development Office,
receives the award on behalf of

Hon. Agnes D. Tolentino, Mayor, Tagaytay City, Province of Cavite
(Destination of the Year)
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Mr. Lucio Tan III receives the award on behalf of
Dr. Lucio Tan, Chairman and CEO, Philippine Airlines.
(Most Resilient Airline during the CoVid-19 Pandemic)



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

Hon. Reynaldo San Juan Jr., Vice Governor, Rizal Province receives the award
on behalf of Hon. Rebecca A. Ynares, Governor, Province of Rizal

(Emerging Adventure Destination of the Year) 
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Mr. Arnel Ignacio receives the award on behalf of Mr. Hans Leo J. Cacdac,
Administrator, Overseas Workers Welfare Administration 

(for helping the international and local hotel industry; efficient distribution of
Overseas Filipino Workers (OFW) to be given free quarantine to the various hotels

that sustained the hotel industry during the period of the CoVid-19 Pandemic)  



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS
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A posterity photo of the 18th Rotary Club of Manila Tourism Awardees
with Rotary Club of Manila Officers.



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

Mr. Richard Merck serenades Manila Rotarians and Rotary Club of Manila guests.
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President Chito Zaldarriaga delivers his closing remarks
and thereafter, adjourns the meeting. 



CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

Dear Fellow Rotarians,

Rotary is our story. The good we do in the world defines who we are in Service
Above Self. We see a world where people unite and take action as we are what we
do. Public image brings what we do to those whom we inspire. Indeed, PDG ANDRE
SUHARTO, Rotary’s Public Image Guru, brings us a whole new perspective on
Service Branding. It’s time to “Brand Yourselves Before Others Brand You”.

In imaging, let’s keep the faith, 12:30 PM, April 28.

Very truly yours,

PE/PVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
Programs Committee Chairman
RY 2021-2022

From the Programs Committee
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2021-2022
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2021-2022

(As of April 27, 2022, 10:00 AM)
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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July 1, 2021

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 
 
An Opportunity has now opened doors for
our club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club. With
only US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution,
you can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

We have members who have risen to donor
levels that have earned them significant point
values. Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie
Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, PVP Hermie
Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet
Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness
to share the points they have earned to allow
Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul
Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution
of US$ 500.00 instead of the regular  US$
1,000.00. 

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling
in www.rotary.org using your R.I.
Identification Number. Once enrolled, you are
allowed to learn Rotary, increase your circle
of friendship and contribute conveniently
using the website. 
 
We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of
service-oriented people who believe that our
congregation is a means to share our
blessings to the less fortunate communities
globally. The Rotary Foundation is the funding
arm of global humanitarian undertakings of
Rotary International. It was formally named in
1917 and the first trustees were appointed
after Rotary International President Arch
Klumph proposed for the establishment of an
endowment for the purpose of doing good in
the world. The first grant of US$ 500
benefitted the International Society for
Crippled Children (Easter Seals). History
marks the milestone projects of The Rotary
Foundation     such      a     scholarship         for 

international graduate study, the elimination
of Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World
Peace Forum, among others.  Under the
Rotary’s 7 Areas of Service Focus, namely,
Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution,
Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water and
Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic
Education and Literacy, Economic and
Community Development and lastly,
Supporting the Environment, Rotary
International and The Rotary Foundation have
made themselves relevant to developing
communities globally.

All these services would not have been made
possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,
who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become
members of The Rotary Foundation through a
minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  

We are currently working on Global Grants and
District Grants. Your contribution will
significantly improve the community living of
our target beneficiaries.
 
For any assistance, please feel free to contact
me.  

Yours in the service of Rotary, 

ROMEO THADDEUS R. LIAMZON  
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation
Director
RY 2021-2022 

Noted by:

FELIX FRANCISCO S. ZALDARRIAGA 
President
RY 2021-2022

Appeal for Paul Harris Fellows

THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

http://www.rotary.org/


THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

This is to announce a call for Global Grant Proposals for Rotary Year 2021-2022.
See the fruition of your donations to The Rotary Foundation as you witness
sustainable service projects unfold that would define the existence of Asia’s First
Rotary Club.

For queries, please get in touch with the Secretariat and/or the undersigned.

Yours in Rotary service,

ROMEO THADDEUS “THAD” R. LIAMZON
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation Committee
Director
RY 2021-2022

Calling for Proposals for Global Grants
for RY 2021-2022
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THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

Polio Plus Society Pin
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THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

The Rotary Foundation (TRF)
Grant Management Seminar
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The Journalism Awards Committee
of the Rotary Club of Manila

Holds Meeting

balita         April 28, 2022

VOCATIONAL

SERVICE

The Journalism Awards 2022 Committee of the Rotary Club of Manila held a
meeting last April 25, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were President
Chito Zaldarriaga, IBLA/Dir. Amading Valdez (Chairman), PP Frank Evaristo, LCP
Aries Balanay (Rotary Club of Intramuros Manila) (Technical Consultant) and ES
Anna Kun Toledo.



VOCATIONAL

SERVICE
Call for Nominations for the Journalism Awards

of the Rotary Club of Manila
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VOCATIONAL

SERVICE
Call for Nominations for the Journalism Awards

of the Rotary Club of Manila
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INTERCLUB  
RELATIONS
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Manila Rotarians Participate in DISCON 2022

Manila Rotarians attended
the DISCON 2022 from April

22-23, 2022 at the Grand
Ballroom of the OKADA

Manila in Parañaque City.
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Day 1 of DISCON 2022



INTERCLUB  
RELATIONS
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Manila Rotarians Participate in DISCON 2022

balita         April 28, 2022

Day 1 of DISCON 2022



INTERCLUB  
RELATIONS
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Manila Rotarians Participate in DISCON 2022
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Day 2 of DISCON 2022



COGS 
IN THE WHEEL
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Kurobuta Pork Produced Locally
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COGS 
IN THE WHEEL
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Kurobuta Pork Produced Locally
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INTERNATIONAL 

SERVICE
Rotary International Convention 2022

at Houston, Texas, USA
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INTERNATIONAL 

SERVICE
PD Nick Locsin and Rtn. Momo Mommaerts in a

Fellowship with the Rotary Club of Bangkok
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PP Abdullah Alawadi and President Vasana Mutatanont hosted a dinner for PD Nick
Locsin last April 12, 2022 ar Sri Trat Restaurant in Bangkok, Thailand. Present were
Rtn.  Momo  Mommaerts  (Rotary  Club  of  Manila),  President  Vasana  Mutatanont, 
PP Charles Leung, Rtn. Nick Ullander, PD Nick Locsin (Rotary Club of Manila).

Golf Fellowship with Rotary Club
of Bangkok PE  Nico Reschke last
April 16, 2022 at Palm Hills
Country Club, Hua Hin, Thailand.



Source: www.rotary.org
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by IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary
Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu

Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022

A TRULY WORLD-RENOWNED ARTIST. 
“Don't expect a pat on the back for merely doing your job, but know that you'll get one

for doing it exceptionally well.” — Lea Salonga
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She first burst into the international scene with her Tony Award-winning performance as Kim —
the lead character of the tragic Claude-Michel Schönberg and Alain Boublil opera — Miss Saigon.
Since then, she never looked back. Multiple award-winning actress and singer MARIA LEA
CARMEN IMUTAN SALONGA is renowned across the world for her powerful voice and perfect
pitch.  

In addition to the Tony, she has won the Olivier, Drama Desk, Outer Critics Circle and Theatre
World Awards. She was also the first Asian to play Eponine in the musical Les Misérables on
Broadway and returned to the beloved show as Fantine in the 2006 
revival. Many fans of all ages recognize Lea as the singing voice 
of Princess Jasmine from Aladdin and Fa Mulan for Mulan 
and Mulan II. For her portrayal of the beloved princesses, 
the Walt Disney Company bestowed her with the
honor of “Disney Legend.”  

Most recently, Lea starred in the critically 
acclaimed Sony musical-drama Yellow Rose 
and in the Netflix animated series Centaurworld.
Additionally, in August, Lea released her single
“Dream Again” with all profits donated to 
charities aiding in COVID-19 relief around 
the world, including The Actor’s Fund. In 
November 2020 Lea Salonga: Live with
the Sydney Symphony Orchestra from Sydney 
Opera House aired as part of Great Performances 
on PBS. A live album of the performance was
subsequently released by Broadway Records.
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Lea’s 2019 The Human Heart Tour saw sold-out audiences and record-breaking sales across
North America, the United Kingdom and Australia. On Broadway, Lea most recently starred
in the 2018 Broadway revival of Once on This Island as the Goddess of Love, Erzulie. The
show’s return to the Broadway stage earned a Tony Award for “Best Revival of a Musical” and
also garnered Lea and the cast a Grammy nomination for “Best Musical Theater Album.” 

Lea served as a judge on the Philippines hit version of The Voice including the ratings
juggernaut “The Voice Kids.” 

In late 2017, Lea released “Bahaghari,” an album of traditional Filipino songs. The album
serves as a reflection of all the intricate and different languages found in the Philippines and
aims to help preserve the island nation’s dynamic culture. Lea also released her electrifying
live album “Blurred Lines” in the spring of 2017.  The album was recorded during her sold-
out run at Feinstein’s / 54Below the year before. The original six-date showcase was received
with overwhelming accolades from fans and critics alike. So well received in fact that Lea
returned to the famed venue for a record-setting 15-show encore performance in the late
spring (2017).

In the fall of 2015 Lea began her critically acclaimed run as Kei Kimura in the Broadway
production of Allegiance. The musical, inspired and developed by legendary actor George
Takei, tells the story of a Japanese American family forced into an internment camp during
World War II. Lea garnered a Craig Noel nomination for Outstanding Featured Performance
in a Musical for her performance in the Old Globe production and can be heard on the
show’s original cast album. Following this, Lea made a guest appearance on the hit CW
television show Crazy Ex-Girlfriend. 

For much of 2014, Lea performed with legendary pop opera quartet Il Divo, accompanying
them in Asia, the United States, Canada, Mexico, and all through Eastern and Western
Europe on their A Musical Affair tour, celebrating the band’s 10th anniversary. She can be
seen on their latest DVD and CD bearing the same name.

Lea made her debut in the world of Cabaret in 2010, performing a sold out, three-week
engagement at the Café Carlyle in New York City. She returned in June 2011 to delight
audiences in another multi-week engagement and released a live version of her 2010
concert “Lea Salonga: The Journey So Far,” her 26th career CD, in August 2011. The CD rose
to the #3 spot on iTunes Jazz Charts. In 2013, she did a third engagement titled “Back to
Before,” which was lauded by the New York Times.

Lea has toured all over the world, performing sold out concerts in such locations as the
Sydney Opera House, 02 Arena, Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles, Singapore’s Esplanade,
Kuala Lumpur Convention Center, Hong Kong Cultural Center ), Queen Sirikit Convention
Center in Bangkok and Carnegie Hall in New York. She was also the first artist to sell out two
shows at Brigham Young University’s de Jong Concert Hall in Provo, Utah since The Kings
Singers in 2009.



In 2010, she participated in the 25th Anniversary Concert of Les Misérables to sold out
crowds at the UK’s O2 arena having appeared as Eponine in the show’s 10th Anniversary
concert. She also dazzled as the hauntingly tragic Grizabella in a limited run of CATS in her
hometown of Manila. Lea also teamed up with legendary Grammy winner, Patti Austin, to
perform the concert series, ‘Heart and Soul,’ at venues throughout the United States. 

Honored with an appointment as a United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization
Goodwill Ambassador in October of 2010, Lea vowed to act as an advocate for the Youth and
United Nations Global Alliance initiative led by the FAO. The same year, she also joined
forces with Avon as a celebrity judge for Avon Voices, alongside such artists as Fergie,
Natasha Beddingfield and Diane Warren, in the first ever global, online singing talent search
for women and songwriting competition for men and women. 

In her 40-year career, Lea has performed for six Philippine presidents (from Ferdinand
Marcos to Benigno S. Aquino III), three American Presidents (George H. W. Bush, Bill Clinton,
and George W. Bush), and for Diana, Princess of Wales and Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.
She began her career as a child star in the Philippines, making her professional debut in
1978 at the age of seven in the musical The King and I. She went on to star in productions of
Annie, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Fiddler on the Roof, The Rose Tattoo, The Sound of Music, The
Goodbye Girl, Paper Moon, The Fantasticks and Rodgers and Hammerstein's Flower Drum
Song on Broadway.

In the area of musical plays, no other Filipino has achieved the equivalent global
appreciation as she received. Lea has, indeed, been the first to triumph different
international honors for a solo role.
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