
As the nation rises from the debilitating effects of the global
pandemic, Asia's First Rotary Club honors the stalwarts of the
Tourism Industry who have kept our country afloat as their entities
refused to wilt in the midst of gloomy skies.
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Invocation and Special Prayers                                       

Philippine National Anthem

RCM Hymn

Philippine Rotary Hymn

The Rotarian Pledge

The Four (4) Way Test 

Welcome Song 

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

Registration   

Welcome Message       

Call to Order

AVP of RCM Members

RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP 

STAR Rtn. Emil La’O

Rtn. Juan Montel

RCM WF Music Chorale

12:00 PM                   

PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
Programs Committee Chairman
RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman
RY 2021-2022

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

IAS Mike Albaña                 

Part I

April 9

April 11

April 12     

Maligayang Bati/Happy Birthday Song

President’s Time

RCM WF Music Chorale

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

WEEKLY 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Dir. Noy Benedicto
Rtn. Willie Peliño
Rtn. Mike Ozaeta
STAR Rtn. Caloy Serapio
Rtn. Vic Garcia

Rotary Year 2021-2022
Thursday, April 21, 2022, 12:00PM

The Heritage Hotel Manila, Pasay City
Program Moderator: IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu
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12:30 PM                   

April 18
April 19

April 20     

Rtn. Caloy Buendia
PD Pepo Nuñez
Rtn. Brix Pujalte
PD Rico Domingo



Part II
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1:00 PM                   Message from the 18th Tourism Awards
Chairman

DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph

Presentation of the Awardees IBLA/Dir. Amading Valdez
Director-in-Charge, Vocational Service

balita         April 21, 2022

WEEKLY 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Rtn. SINAN BATUR    
Owner, S&L FINE FOODS, INC.   
(Food Tourism – Fine Dining) 
       
Rtn. RAMI CHAHWAN
COO, THREE BEARS GROUP HOLDINGS CORPORATION; 
Member, Board of Directors, DOMINO’S PIZZA PHILIPPINES; 
Chairman of the Board, COOLBLOG
(Food Tourism – Pizza, Desserts and Beverages) 

Rtn. HERBERT JOEY B. GARCIA
EVP/COO, Rai Rai Ken Restaurant Group
(Food Tourism – Casual Japanese Restaurant)

STAR Rtn. RICHARD JOSEPH CHANG LI
Chief Operating Office, KUYA J RESTAURANTS
(Food Tourism – Restaurant Chain)

ISAA NAGI ZEITOUNI
Owner, N & MMO Chef Gourmet, Inc.
(Food Tourism – Food Distribution) 

Rtn. LAWRENCE LI TAN
CEO, The Millennial Concept Factory Inc. 
(Tourism – Cultural Promotion)

Rtn. BERND SCHNEIDER
Cluster General Manager, Raffles, and Fairmont Makati 
Most Resilient Luxury Hotel) 

VP FARID ALAIN SCHOUCAIR 
General Manager, The Heritage Hotel Manila 
Best Quarantine Hotel) 

ENTERTAINMENT NUMBER BY:   Mr. Richard Merck

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8



2:00 PM                   Closing Remarks and Meeting Adjournment Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga 
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WEEKLY 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Mr. SALAH ALBALUSHI                                  
Country Manager, Philippines                            
OMAN Air                                                                   
(Airline of the Year) 

Mr. SINAN DUMAN
President, Deluks Turizm
(Travel Agency of the Year)

Mr. GREGOR ZAJC                                         
General Manager, Blue Horizons Travel and Tours, Inc.      
(Tour Operator of the Year) 

Mr. ALFRED REYES
General Manager, BAI Hotel Cebu
(Hotel General Manager of the Year)

Ms. JOSEPHINE FLORESCA-PELLICER 
Managing Director, Le Charme Suites Subic 
(4-STAR Hotel) 

HON. AGNES D. TOLENTINO                          
Mayor, Tagaytay City                                                   
Province of Cavite                                      
(Destination of the Year)

Hon. REBECCA A. YNARES 
Governor, Province of Rizal 
(Emerging Adventure Destination of the Year) 

Mr. HANS LEO J. CACDAC 
Administrator, Overseas Workers Welfare Administration 
(for helping the international and local hotel industry; efficient distribution of
Overseas Filipino Workers (OFW) to be given free quarantine to the various
hotels that sustained the hotel industry during the period of the CoVid-19
Pandemic)  

ENTERTAINMENT NUMBER BY:   Mr. Richard Merck

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

Dr. LUCIO TAN     
Chairman & CEO    
Philippine Airlines     
(Most Resilient Airline during the CoVid-19 Pandemic) 

17                  
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PROFILES OF 18TH ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA
TOURISM AWARDEES
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  Capability
  Solid experience in Public Service
  Sound track record in Higher Office
  Integrity and Honesty
  Love of God, Love of Country

  Does this candidate speak the TRUTH?
  Is this candidate being FAIR to all concerned – will he/she be FAIR once elected?
  Is this candidate going to foster GOODWILL AND BETTER FRIENDSHIPS, not just

Dear Fellow RCM Brothers,

Happy Easter to everyone! 

As we observe the Easter Octave week, I presume we have all had time to introspect
during last week’s respite from our daily grind.

One of the things that I reflected on was the importance of this coming elections. 

With all the dynamics and nuances of our National Elections (i.e., Machinery, Trolls,
SocMed, etc.), it is so very vital to validate and to re-assess who, we, as Rotarians,
are planning to vote for.

Presumably, we already have our own personal choices on who these are and
consequently, influenced our respective spheres to take the same choice.

Although May 9 is rapidly approaching, there still is time.

My dear brothers in Rotary, may I respectfully ask us all to please re-evaluate who
the best President will be against the following criteria:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

While all the candidates will claim all of the above, their  records will reveal bare cold
facts about them all.

To simplify, let us put them all to our basic Four-Way Test:

1.
2.
3.

         among local constituents, but to our foreign neighbors as well?
   4.  Will this candidate’s winning be BENEFICIAL TO ALL CONCERNED or just a
        selected few?

PRESIDENT'S
CORNER
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I have always been an apolitical person, but this year, I firmly believe
that we should be the Rotarians that we are and re-evaluate, decide,
campaign and rally behind our choice. 

I am confident that in the end, we can and will make the right choice
because of the fiber that each and every RCM member has within him.

Gentlemen, this is not political. This is apolitical.  

But, most importantly, this is critical for our NATIONAL WELFARE. 
 
We need to have the right President and leader in Malacañang for the
next six years.  

May God Almighty be the ultimate guide as we do this. 

May HIS Choice ultimately prevail!

Mabuhay ang RCM, Mabuhay ang Pilipinas!

God bless us all!

Humbly yours in Rotary,

FSZ

FELIX FRANCISCO S. ZALDARRIAGA
President
RY 2021-2022

PRESIDENT'S
CORNER



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS
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STAR Rtn. Ricky Guevara,
as Program Moderator/
Facilitator, calls the day’s

sequential order of activities.

President Chito
Zaldarriaga calls the

meeting to order.

STAR Rtn. Ronald Martinez
delivers an Invocation

and Special Prayer.

The World Famous Music Chorale Audiovisual Presentation of the
RC Manila Hymn and the singing of the Philippine Rotary Hymn

The Rotary Club of Manila
Audiovisual Presentation of the

Philippine National Anthem
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THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

STAR Rtn. Junjie Vasquez recites the
Rotarian Pledge as a perfect prelude
in fostering and strengthening ties
amongst fellow Rotarians by way of
reinforcing their resolve in
furtherance of Service Above Self.
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Star Rtn. Michael Tejumal
leads the recitation of the
Four (4) Way Test for Manila
Rotarians to renew their
commitment to the Rotary
movement.

Rtn. Ricky Guevara, Program Moderator/Facilitator, acknowledges the
week’s birthday celebrants, namely, Rtn. Dick Lee, Rtn. Ricky Guevara and
ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday which was followed by an audiovisual
presentation of the World Famous Music Chorale singing the happy
birthday song.
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THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

Rev. Fr. Alexander “Alex” Balatbat, Director, Our Lady
of Antipolo Retreat House, Diocese of Antipolo,
conducts the Ecumenical Lenten Recollection.
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Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga delivers his
message during his President’s Time.

President Chito
Zaldarriaga and Programs
Committee Chairman
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
present the Certificate of
Appreciation, attested by
IDDCC/VPE/Club
Secretary Reggie Yu, to
Rev. Fr. Alexander “Alex”
Balatbat.

balita         April 21, 2022



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

STAR Rtn. Paco Magsaysay, Chairman and
President, Carmen’s Best Dairy Products,
Inc., delivers his Classification Talk.
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A short open forum immediately followed right after the Classification Talk of
STAR Rtn. Paco Magsaysay, Chairman and President, Carmen’s Best Dairy

Products, Inc. Among those who participated were PAS Joel Valdes, PDG Obet
Pagdanganan, Dir. John Cutter, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and

Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra, DGND
Jackie Rodriguez, DE/IPD Hans Palacios, Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga, PVP Fausto

Preysler Jr., DE Tony Lopez, PVP Lance Masters and DSAA Jason Bogovich.



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS
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President Chito
Zaldarriaga and Programs
Committee Chairman
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
present the Certificate of
Appreciation, attested by
IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary
Reggie Yu, to 
STAR Rtn. Paco
Magsaysay, Chairman
and President, Carmen’s
Best Dairy Products, Inc.

President Chito Zaldarriaga delivers his
closing remarks and thereafter, adjourns
the meeting.
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

Dear Fellow Rotarians,

Resilience in the Tourism Industry hits at the core of our economic landscape such
that recognizing its gains through the 18th Rotary Club of Manila Tourism Awards is
of the essence as we continue to bring sunshine to an industry severely affected by
the global pandemic.

Let’s all attend and be one, 12:30 PM, April 21.

Very truly yours,

PE/PVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
Programs Committee Chairman
RY 2021-2022

From the Programs Committee
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2021-2022
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2021-2022

(As of April 20, 2022, 10:00 AM)
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CLUB
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CLUB
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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The Board of Directors of the Rotary Club of Manila
for RY 2021-2022 Holds Ninth (9th) Regular Meeting

The Board of Directors of the Rotary Club of Manila for RY 2021-2022 held its Ninth (9th)
Regular Board Meeting last April 12, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were President
Chito Zaldarriaga, ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani, Dir. Noy Benedicto,
Dir. John Michael Cutter, IBLA/Dir. Amading Valdez, IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu,
DE/Treasurer Jujut Enriquez, IAT/AT PJ Garcia and RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and
Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra.
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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The Board of Directors of the Rotary Club of Manila
for RY 2021-2022 Holds Ninth (9th) Regular Meeting

balita         April 21, 2022



July 1, 2021

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 
 
An Opportunity has now opened doors for
our club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club. With
only US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution,
you can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

We have members who have risen to donor
levels that have earned them significant point
values. Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie
Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, PVP Hermie
Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet
Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness
to share the points they have earned to allow
Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul
Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution
of US$ 500.00 instead of the regular  US$
1,000.00. 

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling
in www.rotary.org using your R.I.
Identification Number. Once enrolled, you are
allowed to learn Rotary, increase your circle
of friendship and contribute conveniently
using the website. 
 
We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of
service-oriented people who believe that our
congregation is a means to share our
blessings to the less fortunate communities
globally. The Rotary Foundation is the funding
arm of global humanitarian undertakings of
Rotary International. It was formally named in
1917 and the first trustees were appointed
after Rotary International President Arch
Klumph proposed for the establishment of an
endowment for the purpose of doing good in
the world. The first grant of US$ 500
benefitted the International Society for
Crippled Children (Easter Seals). History
marks the milestone projects of The Rotary
Foundation     such      a     scholarship         for 

international graduate study, the elimination
of Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World
Peace Forum, among others.  Under the
Rotary’s 7 Areas of Service Focus, namely,
Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution,
Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water and
Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic
Education and Literacy, Economic and
Community Development and lastly,
Supporting the Environment, Rotary
International and The Rotary Foundation have
made themselves relevant to developing
communities globally.

All these services would not have been made
possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,
who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become
members of The Rotary Foundation through a
minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  

We are currently working on Global Grants and
District Grants. Your contribution will
significantly improve the community living of
our target beneficiaries.
 
For any assistance, please feel free to contact
me.  

Yours in the service of Rotary, 

ROMEO THADDEUS R. LIAMZON  
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation
Director
RY 2021-2022 

Noted by:

FELIX FRANCISCO S. ZALDARRIAGA 
President
RY 2021-2022

Appeal for Paul Harris Fellows

THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

http://www.rotary.org/


THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

This is to announce a call for Global Grant Proposals for Rotary Year 2021-2022.
See the fruition of your donations to The Rotary Foundation as you witness
sustainable service projects unfold that would define the existence of Asia’s First
Rotary Club.

For queries, please get in touch with the Secretariat and/or the undersigned.

Yours in Rotary service,

ROMEO THADDEUS “THAD” R. LIAMZON
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation Committee
Director
RY 2021-2022

Calling for Proposals for Global Grants
for RY 2021-2022
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THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

Polio Plus Society Pin
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THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

The Rotary Foundation (TRF)
Grant Management Seminar
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Rotary Club of Manila Educational Assistance
(REAP) Committee Holds Meeting

Present were RCManila Foundation, Inc. President and Rotary Club of Manila PP Susing
Pineda (Chairman and Centennial President), Rtn. Romy Nones (Co-Chairman),
ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, PP Teddy Ocampo, Rtn. Noel Tanglao, IBLA/Dir. Amading
Valdez, Rtn. John Emyl Eugenio, LCP Abigael Sarmiento (Rotaract Club of Manila), LCP Chloe
Louise Say (Rotaract Club of DLSU-Manila), EVP Arvin Ajesta (Rotaract Club of DLSU-Manila)
and Executive Officer for Club Service Nicole Therese Go (Rotaract Club of DLSU-Manila).

BASIC EDUCATION 
AND LITERACY

balita         April 21, 2022

The Rotary Club of Manila Educational
Assistance Program (REAP) Committee
held a meeting together with members
of the Rotaract Club of Manila and the
Rotaract Club of DLSU-Manila on the
Study Now, Pay Later Legacy Project
last April 19, 2022 at the Cogon Village
of the  Manila  Polo  Club in Makati City. 



VOCATIONAL

SERVICE
Call for Nominations for the Journalism Awards

of the Rotary Club of Manila

43Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita         April 21, 2022



VOCATIONAL

SERVICE
Call for Nominations for the Journalism Awards

of the Rotary Club of Manila
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COGS 
IN THE WHEEL

Rtn. Xavy Zialcita Inducted as 2022 Director
for International Relations of JCI Senate Manila 

45Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

Rtn. Xavy Zialcita was inducted as 2022 Director for International Relations of JCI
Senate Manila during the 37th Induction and Turnover Ceremonies of JCI Senate
Manila last April 8, 2022 at the Ballroom of the Rizal Park Hotel in Manila.
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COGS 
IN THE WHEEL
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RCManila Foundation, Inc.
BLA Teddy Kalaw IV is Speaker

at Synergizing Settlements
Best Practices in Arbitration Strategies

RCManila Foundation, Inc. BLA Teddy Kalaw IV was Speaker on Best
Practices in Arbitration Strategies of Synergizing Settlements last April 11,
2022 via Zoom virtual platform and streamed live on Facebook.
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COGS 
IN THE WHEEL
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STAR Rtn. Paco Magsaysay is Guest Speaker
at Batangas State University’s DILO Virtual

Interview entitled, “Brilliant Discoveries:
Stepping Stone to Success”

STAR Rtn. Paco Magsaysay was Guest Speaker at Batangas State
University’s DILO Virtual Interview entitled, “Brilliant Discoveries:
Stepping Stone to Success”, last April 15, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform.
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COGS 
IN THE WHEEL

48Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

Rtn. Matthias Hallerbach
Speaks at TV Patrol

Rtn. Matthias Hallerbach spoke before TV Patrol of ABS-CBN last
April 13, 2022 on global shortage of health workers as a threat to
global health.
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INTERCLUB  
RELATIONS
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RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Rotary
Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman

PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra and PDG Rudy Bediones
Attend First Class Presidents Fellowship

at Midas Hotel and Casino 

RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee
Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra and PDG Rudy Bediones attended the First Class
Presidents Fellowship last April 9, 2022 at the Midas Hotel and Casino in Pasay City.
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INTERCLUB  
RELATIONS
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RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman
and Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee

Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra and
ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday Attend

DISCON 2022 Dance Practice
at Elorde Sports Center

RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Rotary Club of Manila Programs
Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra and ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday
attended the DISCON Dance Practice last April 10, 2022 at the Ballroom of the
Elorde Sports Center in Parañaque City.



INTERCLUB  
RELATIONS

51Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita         April 21, 2022

RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and
Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee

Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra and
ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday Attend

DISCON 2022 Dance Practice at OKADA Manila

RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and
Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee
Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra and
ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday attended the
DISCON Dance Practice last April 18, 2022 at
the Grand Ballroom of the OKADA Manila in
Parañaque City.



INTERCLUB  
RELATIONS

DISCON 2022
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INTERNATIONAL 

SERVICE
Rotary International Convention 2022

at Houston, Texas, USA
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FELLOWSHIP
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Manila Rotarians Attend
37th Induction and Turnover Ceremonies

of JCI Senate Manila 

Manila Rotarians attended the 37th Induction and Turnover Ceremonies of JCI Senate
Manila last April 8, 2022 at the Ballroom of the Rizal Park Hotel in Manila. Present were PP
Frank Evaristo, IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu, ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday and
Rtn. Xavy Zialcita.

balita         April 21, 2022



ROTARY 
INFORMATION

Source: www.rotary.org
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Source: www.rotary.org
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OTHER 

MATTERS
 Straight from

the Horse's Mouth
by IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary

Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu
Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022

A REUNION WITH A CULTURAL VIRTUOSO.
“Being a Filipino does not end with preferring English over Filipino, nor choosing Hamburgers

over Sinigang, but rather ends when we have forgotten that we have our own literature,
culture, and heritage to the point where we abandon it...” — Gillian Reyes
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He certainly stood out from among my former professors at the University of the Philippines
Diliman as one of most divergent: a dark, Middle Eastern-looking man with an immaculately
trimmed beard who spoke perfect Ibanag and often came to class in his signature Batik
Indonesia shirt and white flared pants. I nearly flunked his Humanities 11 class when I
couldn’t tell the difference between a “Kubing” and a “Kalaleng” and had to make up for it by
volunteering to voice-over a “call to action” spiel protesting against the results of the Snap
Elections of 1986 which he initially intended to deliver in the university’s AM campus radio
station (DZUP 1602) himself. I remember heaving a sigh of relief when I received my class
card with a final grade of “1.75.”

Of course, Professor PEDRO REYES ABRAHAM FAKHRI JR., 
the multi-awarded performing artist whom everybody 
fondly calls “Edru,” will no longer remember any of my 
misadventures under his class; in fact, I doubt that 
he would even remember me at all. But when I met 
him again for the first time in nearly thirty-three 
years during a Rotary Club of Manila meeting that 
had him as guest speaker, this half-Lebanese-
half-Cagayeño exhibited the same unbridled 
passion for Filipino ethnic music and dance, as 
he did during my university days — with such 
unmatched, extraordinary ardor that eventually 
gave birth to the U.P. ethnic music-and-dance 
ensemble Kontemporaryong Gamelan Pilipino, or 
more popularly known as Kontra-GaPi, an all-original 
Gamelan (i.e. traditional ensemble music of Javanese 
origins) group which he founded in 1989.



OTHER 

MATTERS
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 Straight from
the Horse's Mouth

by IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary
Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu

Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022

balita         April 21, 2022

Together with twelve of his young adherents, he skillfully entranced a largely
sexagenarian-cum-septuagenarian audience — many of whom clutter the country’s
largest business and political firmament — with his evocative Hindu-Malayan-
influenced rhythms of Mindanao’s “Singkil” and “Kapa Malong Malong” as well as
Cordillera’s “Banga” and “Lumagen,” accompanied by the mesmerizing indigenous
instrumentation comprising of the "dabakan," "kulintang," "gangsa" and "gambal" which
largely re-imagined the influence and movement patterns of long-established ethnic
dance forms in a theatrical framework, and within a cultural standpoint to create a
compelling musical number.

Despite having officially retired as faculty from the premier state university since 2012,
Professor Abraham nevertheless, continues to serve UP Diliman as a professorial
lecturer in the Department of Art Studies of the U.P. College of Arts and Letters (CAL),
where he teaches Performing Arts History, Visual Arts History, and Philippine Culture
and Arts Studies. From the beginning of his professional performing career in the mid-
sixties to the present, this Bachelor of Arts graduate in Speech and Drama and a
Master’s degree holder of Arts in Art History from UP Diliman has participated in
various capacities as actor and director; dancer and choreographer; musician; singer
and composer; voice talent; narrator; announcer and host-presenter; concept-writer
and producer in several hundred productions on stage, film, radio and television.

Truly, this “Pedro-of-All-Trades” is one of our country’s genuine national treasures. I
am only too honored to have been his student… even if I almost flunked his
Humanities 11 course. 😇
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