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ECUMENICAL LENTEN RECOLLECTION

REV. FR. ALEXANDER P. BALATBAT

Director, Our Lady of Antipolo Retreat House
Diocese of Antipolo

CLASSIFICATION TALK

STAR RTN. FRANCISCO
“"PACO"” D. MAGSAYSAY

Chairman and President
Carmen’s Best Dairy Products, Inc.
Classification: Dairy Products - Ice Cream

KABALITA

Summer presents the perfect backdrop to reflect on our lives in the season of

Lent as well as crave for that exquisite ice cream we have always been wanting
to indulge in. Let the radiance of the scorching heat bring food for both the
soul and the body as Asia's First Rotary Club braces for the heat wave.
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ZOOM

WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Part |

Rotary Year 2021-2022
Thursday, April 7, 2022, 12:00PM

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

12:00 PM Registration & Zoom In

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

Program Moderator/Facilitator/Chika Talk

Presentation of Meeting Protocol/
Zoom Meeting House Rules

Call to Order

Invocation and Special Prayers

for healing and speedy recovery of PP Babes Reyes,
Dir. Thad Liamzon and all members affected

by CoVid-19

Philippine National Anthem
RCM Hymn

Philippine Rotary Hymn
The Rotarian Pledge

The Four (4) Way Test
Welcome Song

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

April 1 Rtn. Dick Lee
April 4 Rtn. Ricky Guevara
April 7 ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday

Maligayang Bati
Happy Birthday Song

President's Time

Rtn. Ricky Guevara

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

STAR Rtn. Ronald Martinez

AVP of RCM Members

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale
AVP

STAR Rtn. Junjie Vazquez
STAR Rtn. Michael Tejumal
AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale
AVP of Birthday Celebrants

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga
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ZOOM

WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Rotary Year 2021-2022
Thursday, April 7, 2022, 12:00PM

Part Il

12:55 PM Ecumenical Lenten Recollection

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation

Part Il

1:15 PM Classification Talk

Open Forum

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation

2:00 PM  Response and Meeting Adjournment

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

Rev. Fr. Alexander “Alex” Balatbat
Director

Our Lady of Antipolo Retreat House
Diocese of Antipolo

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
Programs Committee Chairman

Attested by:
IDDCC/VPE/Sec. Reggie Yu

STAR Rtn. Francisco “Paco” Magsaysay
Chairman and President
Carmen’s Best Dairy Products, Inc.
Classification: Dairy Products

- Ice Cream

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
Programs Committee Chairman

Attested by:
IDDCC/VPE/Sec. Reggie Yu

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga
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FRANCISCO "PACO" D. MAGSAYSAY
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Greetings Fellow RCM brothers!

Another formidable new STAR Rotarian joined our ranks last week! Welcome STAR Rtn. Joey
Sarasola! That brings our members today to 225! And we will continue to increase this
number.

Gentlemen, PLEASE TAKE THIS CALL TO HEART.

Everyone, bring one. Everyone, bring one. Please let us all do our part. Everyone, bring one.
Kaya natin ito!

Although the TOWER Awards is still scheduled for May 26, 2022, let us all tap our spheres of
influence in participating in this flagship project of the Rotary Club of Manila.

From April 22-23, 2022, we will be having the DISCON which will be held live in the OKADA
Hotel where we had our spectacular Centennial Celebration. We are trying to fill up a table
of ten (10) for our Club at the very least! It is vital that we get as many of our members on
board for this milestone event since the pandemic, so guys, please sign up for this TODAY to
avail of the early bird discount! So far we only have six (6) seats covered so | am hoping to
get at least four (4) more to sign up today.

As we approach the Holy Week next week, it is but proper that we have no less than Rev. Fr.
Alex Balatbat conduct an ecumenical recollection session amongst us so we can all refocus
on what Holy Week is all about.

Thereafter, we will likewise be hearing our very own STAR Rtn. Paco Magsaysay share his
“cool” or should | say “icy” Classification Talk with us today.

Enjoy this day and the rest of the week. May God bless us all!

Cheers!
Humbly yours in Rotary,

FSZ

Felix Francisco S. Zaldarriaga
President
RY 2021-2022
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THE WEEK

THAT WAS

STAR Rtn. Jet Ledda, as President Chito
Program Moderator/ Zaldarriaga calls the
Facilitator, calls the day's meeting to order.
sequential order of activities.

STAR Rtn. L.A. Sevilla The Rotary Club of Manila
delivers an Invocation Audiovisual Presentation of the
and Special Prayer. Philippine National Anthem

The World Famous Music Chorale Audiovisual Presentation of the
RC Manila Hymn and the singing of the Philippine Rotary Hymn
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THE WEEK

THAT WAS

STAR Rtn. Joel Talampas recites the Star Rtn. Bon Li leads the
Rotarian Pledge as a perfect prelude recitation of the Four (4)
in fostering and strengthening ties Way Test for Manila
amongst fellow Rotarians by way of Rotarians to renew their
reinforcing  their  resolve in commitment to the Rotary
furtherance of Service Above Self. movement.

STAR Rtn. Jet Ledda, Program Moderator/Facilitator, acknowledges the
week’s birthday celebrants, namely, Rtn. Uwe Hesse, Rtn. Wolfgang Harle,
Rtn. Marlon Roiio, DE/IPD Hans Palacios, PVP Ben Diokno and Rtn.
Ramby Nolido, which was followed by an audiovisual presentation of the
World Famous Music Chorale singing the happy birthday song.
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THE WEEK

THAT WAS

PP Susing Pineda presents the
TOWER AWARDS for RY 2021-2022.

PE Hermie Esguerra, as proposer, introduces inductee, STAR Rtn.
Jose Ma. I. Sarasola Il, President, Allegiance Cargo Advantage, Inc.
with the classification of Business - Freight Forwarding.

PDG Obet Pagdanganan conducts the charging of new member,
STAR Rtn. Jose Ma. I. Sarasola Il, President, Allegiance Cargo
Advantage, Inc. with the classification of: Business - Freight Forwarding.
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THE WEEK

THAT WAS

President Chito
Zaldarriaga
administers the oath
of membership to new
member, STAR Rtn.
Jose Ma. I. Sarasola Il.

President Chito Zaldarriaga delivers his
message during his President’s Time.

PP Francis Juico delivers his speech
during his Past President’s Time.
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THE WEEK

THAT WAS

A short open forum
immediately followed right
after the Past President’s
Time of PP Francis Juico.
Among those who
participated were PVP
Lance Masters and
DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph.

President Chito
Zaldarriaga and Programs
Committee Chairman
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
present the Certificate of
Appreciation, attested by
IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary
Reggie Yu, to

PP Francis Juico.

President Chito Zaldarriaga delivers his
closing remarks and thereafter, adjourns
the meeting.
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CLUB

ADMINISTRATION

From the Programs Committee

Dear Fellow Rotarians,

The season of Lent and our craving for ice cream find common ground in the
scorching heat of summer. Let Rev. Fr. ALEX BALATBAT bring nourishment for our
souls as he conducts an Ecumenical Lenten Recollection as the Classification Talk of
STAR Rtn. Paco Magsaysay promises to let us perceive ice cream like never before.

Heat quenchers for the soul and body will bring us heaven, today, 12:00 PM, April 7.

Very truly yours,

PE/PVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
Programs Committee Chairman
RY 2021-2022
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RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2021-2022

balita
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CLUB

ADMINISTRATION '

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2021-2022

(As of April 6, 2022, 10:00 AM)

ANNUAL DUES 19-20
214 FULLY PAID
10 UNPAID
1 PARTIALLY PAID
225 TOTAL NUMBER OF MEMBERS
OR
NUMBER AMOUNT REMARKS

1 |Abastillas, Celso E. 50579 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
2 |Aboy, Valentino "Val" G. 50692 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
3 |Abriam, Ariel 50737 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
4 |[Acosta, Crispiniano "Cris" G. 50719 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
5 [Albafnia, Michael Jaey "Mike" 50708 12,800.00 FULLY PAID
6 |Alberto, Raymund Arnold S. 50832 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
7 |Alcantara, Isidro "Butch” 50745 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
8 [Alday, Albert S. 50518 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
9 |[Alingog, Aldous "Rex" A. 50568 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
10 [Alunan, Rafael "Raffy" M. 50690 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
11 |Alvarez, Servando, Jr. 50687 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
12 [Ampil, Alvin 50557 12,800.00 FULLY PAID
13 |Ang, Richard T. 50774 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
14 |Angara, Marius 50751 12,800.00 FULLY PAID
15 |Aragon, Joshua 50746 12,800.00 FULLY PAID
16 |Aventura, Avenilo "Nilo" P. 50826 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
17 |Aventura, Avenilo, Jr. "Jun" L. 50827 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
18 |Bartclome, Arsenio Il "Archit” M. 50535 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
19 |Batur, Sinan 50820 12,800.00 FULLY PAID
20 |Bautista, lohn, Jr. 1. 50744 12,800.00 FULLY PAID
21 |Bediones, Rodolfo "Rudy" P. 50569 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
22 |Bella, Geronimo, Jr. "lun" Dela Paz 50824 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
23 |Benedicto, Sixto "Noy" T. 50799 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
24 |Bertelsen, Bertel Ingmar 50845 32,138.00 FULLY PAID
25 |Bhalla, Pardeep "Bobby" 50809 24,500.00 FULLY PAID
26 [Blanco, Manuel "Manny" M. 50586 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
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ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB

ADMINISTRATION '

158 [Reyes, Crispino "Babes" P. 50681 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
159 [Reyes, Edgardo "Ed" P. 50561 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
160 [Reynolds, David John "Dave" 50565 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
161 [Robertz, Constantin Franz Josef "Con{ 50680 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
162 [Rodriguez, Gerard Sean "Sean" H. 50752 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
163 [Rodriguez, Joaquin "Jack™" H. 50682 12,800.00 FULLY PAID
164 [Rodriguez, Joaquin "Jackie" C. 50671 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
165 [Romualdez, Ferdinand Martin "Martil 50747 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
166 [Romualdez, Jose Manuel "Babe" G. 50574 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
167 |Rono, Marlon 50592 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
168 |Sarmiento, Ricardo 50587 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
168 |Schmitz, Steffan 50705 12,800.00 FULLY PAID
170 [Schneider, Bernd 50673 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
171 [Schoucair, Farid Alain 50667 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
172 [Serapio, Carlos G. “Caloy” 50717 37,138.00 FULLY PAID
173 [Sevilla, Luis Angelo "L.A." L. 50698 15,484.00 FULLY PAID
174 [Shigei, Kentaro 50591 24,500.00 FULLY PAID
175 [Shimoda,Shigeru 50590 15,800.00 FULLY PAID
176 [Sibayan, Joselito "Lito" H. 50564 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
177 |Sicat, Michael Allan E. "Mike" 51011 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
178 |50, Warren 50710 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
179 [Sobrepena, Robert John "Bob" L. 50701 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
180 [Soler, Jose Antonio Andaya 50724 12,800.00 FULLY PAID
181 [Souvlakis, Nicolas 51001 28,963.00 FULLY PAID
182 |Stranathan, lke 50566 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
183 [Syjuco, lose, Ir. "loey" A. 50544 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
184 [Tagaysay, Hector "Chito" 50732 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
185 [Talampas, Jose Angel "Joel" 50651 15,800.00 FULLY PAID
186 [Talusan, Ferdinand "Inov" 50899 12,800.00 FULLY PAID
187 |Tamanao, Shalimar "Shah" H. 50818 25,000.00 FULLY PAID
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CLUB

ADMINISTRATION

The Membership Committee of the Rotary
Club of Mantla Holds Meeting

The Membership Committee of the Rotary Club of Manila held a meeting last April 6, 2022
via Zoom virtual platform. Present were Chairman PVP Fausto Preysler Jr., Co-Chairman PT
Lito Sibayan, PDG Vince Carlos, DE/Treasurer Jujut Enriquez, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
President and Rotary Club of Manila PP Susing Pineda, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman,
Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra and ES Anna
Kun Toledo. Likewise present were prospective members, Mr. Michael Gonzales, President
of ToJo Motors Corporation, and Mr. Jose Emmanuel de la Cruz, Managing Partner and CEO
of Sinag Consultancy Group.
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CLUB

ADMINISTRATION

The Membership Committee of the Rotary
Club of Mantla Holds Meeting
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THE ROTARY

FOUNDATION

Appeal for Paul Harris Fellows

July 1, 2021
Dear Fellow Rotarians,

An Opportunity has now opened doors for
our club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club. With
only US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution,
you can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

We have members who have risen to donor
levels that have earned them significant point
values. Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie
Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, PVP Hermie
Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet
Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness
to share the points they have earned to allow
Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul
Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution
of US$ 500.00 instead of the regular US$
1,000.00.

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling
in  www.rotary.org  using your Rl
Identification Number. Once enrolled, you are
allowed to learn Rotary, increase your circle
of friendship and contribute conveniently
using the website.

We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of
service-oriented people who believe that our
congregation is a means to share our
blessings to the less fortunate communities
globally. The Rotary Foundation is the funding
arm of global humanitarian undertakings of
Rotary International. It was formally named in
1917 and the first trustees were appointed
after Rotary International President Arch
Klumph proposed for the establishment of an
endowment for the purpose of doing good in
the world. The first grant of US$ 500
benefitted the International Society for
Crippled Children (Easter Seals). History

marks the milestone projects of The Rotary
Foundation

such a scholarship for

international graduate study, the elimination
of Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World
Peace Forum, among others. Under the
Rotary’s 7 Areas of Service Focus, namely,
Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution,
Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water and
Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic

Education and Literacy, Economic and
Community Development  and lastly,
Supporting the Environment, Rotary

International and The Rotary Foundation have
made themselves relevant to developing
communities globally.

All these services would not have been made
possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,
who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become
members of The Rotary Foundation through a
minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.

We are currently working on Global Grants and
District  Grants. Your contribution  will
significantly improve the community living of
our target beneficiaries.

For any assistance, please feel free to contact
me.

Yours in the service of Rotary,

ROMEO THADDEUS R. LIAMZON
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation
Director

RY 2021-2022

Noted by:
FELIX FRANCISCO S. ZALDARRIAGA

President
RY 2021-2022


http://www.rotary.org/

THE ROTARY

FOUNDATION

Calling for Proposals for Global Grants
for RY 2021-2022

Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

This is to announce a call for Global Grant Proposals for Rotary Year 2021-2022.
See the fruition of your donations to The Rotary Foundation as you witness
sustainable service projects unfold that would define the existence of Asia’s First
Rotary Club.

For queries, please get in touch with the Secretariat and/or the undersigned.

Yours in Rotary service,

ROMEO THADDEUS “THAD" R. LIAMZON
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation Committee
Director

RY 2021-2022
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THE ROTARY

FOUNDATION

Polio Plus Society Pin

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita  April 7, 2022 24



THE ROTARY

FOUNDATION

The Rotary Foundation (TRF)
Grant Management Seminar
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BASIC EDUCATION

AND LITERACY

Rotary Club of Mantla
Educational Assistance (REAP)
Commattee Holds Meeting

The Rotary Club of Manila Educational Assistance (REAP) Committee held a meeting on
the REAP Study Now, Pay Later project last April 5, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform.
Present were RCManila Foundation President and Rotary Club of Manila PP Susing Pineda
(Chairman), Rtn. Romy Nones (Co-Chairman), ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, Rtn. Noel
Tanglao, PP Teddy Ocampo, IBLA/Dir. Amading Valdez, STAR Rtn. Xavy Zialcita and Rtn.
John Emyl Eugenio. Present from the Rotaractors were LCP Abigael Sarmiento (Rotaract
Club of Manila), LCP Chloey Say (Rotaract Club of DLSU-Manila), EVP for Externals Arvin
Ajesta (Rotaract Club of DLSU-Manila), Executive Officer for Club Service Nicole Therese
Go (Rotaract Club of DLSU-Manila) and Director for Professional Development Kei Saito
(Rotaract Club of DLSU-Manila). Also present was ES Anna Kun Toledo.
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The Journalism Awards Committee
of the Rotary Club of Manila
Holds Meeting

The Journalism Awards Committee of the Rotary Club of Manila held a meeting last
April 5, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were President Chito Zaldarriaga,
IBLA/Dir. Amading Valdez (Chairman), PP Frank Evaristo, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Chairman and Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP
Hermie Esguerra, ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, IPD Celso Abastillas, KBP
Chairman Ruperto “Jun” Nicdao Jr., KBP President Herman Basbano and KBP EVP
Noel Galvez, National Press Club Dir. Joe Torres and ES Anna Kun Toledo.
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VOCATIONAL

SERVICE

Call for Nominations for the Journalism Awards
of the Rotary Club of Manila

balita
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VOCATIONAL

SERVICE

Call for Nominations for the Journalism Awards
of the Rotary Club of Manila
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VOCATIONAL

SERVICE

The Outstanding Workers of the Republic
(TOWER) Awards Call for Nominations
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VOCATIONAL

SERVICE

The Outstanding Workers of the Republic (TOWER)
Awards Call for Nominations

Memorandum to all Regional Directors
for Tower Nomination
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COGS

IN THE WHEEL

ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dzir. Albert Alday
Receives Sincerest Appreciation Plaque
From JCI WoMandaue

ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday
received the Sincerest
Appreciation Plaque from |CI
WoMandaue last April 3, 2022 at
The Emerald Events Place in
Antipolo City. The plaque was
supposed to be awarded last July
10, 2021, but due to the global
pandemic, the awarding was
postponed. The same plaque was
awarded by 2022 JCl WoMandaue
LO President JCI Mem. Airish
Castro and 2022 JCI WoMandaue
Executive Vice President JCl Mem.
Dianne C. Tan-Perez.
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COGS

IN THE WHEEL

DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph and
STAR Rtn. Tony Meloto Featured in the Article,
‘A Place Where No One s Left Behind’,
of the Mantla Bulletin Lifestyle

DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph and STAR Rtn. Tony Meloto were featured
in the article, "A place where no one is left behind" on page B-10 of
the Lifestyle section of the Manila Bulletin dated April 6, 2022.

46
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INTERCLUB

RELATIONS

Manaila Rotarians Attend
Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) Batch 3

Manila Rotarians attended the Rotary Leadership Institute 1 Batch 3 last April 2, 2022 via
Zoom virtual platform. Present were DE/PD Raffy Alunan, DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani,
DE/IPD Hans Palacios, ISAA Nagi Zeitouni, Rtn. Jordan Pizarras, STAR Rtn. Senen Mangalile
and EA Amy Babiano. RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Rotary Club of Manila
Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra was an observer.
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INTERCLUB

RELATIONS

Manila Rotarians Attend
Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) Batch 3
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INTERCLUB

RELATIONS

DISCON 2022
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INTERNATIONAL

SERVICE

Rotary International Convention 2022
at Houston, Texas, USA

50
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ROTARY

INFORMATION

Source: www.rotary.org

balita
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ROTARY

INFORMATION

Source: www.rotary.org
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ROTARY

INFORMATION

Source: www.rotary.org

Credit: Rotary International's Facebook page
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OTHER

MATTERS

Straight from
the Horse's Mouth

by IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary
Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu
Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022

AN ENTREPRENEUR WHO LAUGHED HIS WAY FROM LAND TO BANK.
“The best investment on earth is earth.” — Louis Glickman

Andrew Lo Gotianun Sr. was the Chairman Emeritus of Filinvest Development Corp best
known as the founder of the publicly-listed real estate firm, Filinvest Land Inc. He was also
the Chairman Emeritus of East West Bank. In 2010, Forbes ranked him as the 14th richest
Filipino with a net worth of USD500 million. He was the cousin of John Gokongwei, Jr., who
is the third richest Filipino. He was a descendant of the prominent Go clan. His granduncle,
Don Pedro Gotiaco, a Chinese immigrant during the 19th century, became one of the
richest Filipinos during those times.

On November 24, 1927, the man who built a fortune out of real estate and finance was
born in Amoy, China. He was a scion of wealthy Go clan of Cebu and arrived in the
Philippines at the age of 10. His schooling was cut short by World War Il and by the
untimely death of his parents. To support his siblings amidst the ruins after the war, he
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OTHER

MATTERS

Straight from
the Horse's Mouth

by IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary
Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu

Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022

engaged in salvaging ships and later sold
second-hand cars that later on became a
consumer lending company that helped
people buy things like refrigerators,
electric fans and brand-new cars. As a
teenager, Gotianun gathered parts from
old ships while living in Cebu before
moving to Manila. There, using the profits
from the consumer lending business, he
bought idle land and developed them into
residential subdivisions for the middle
class in Cebu, Marikina, and Quezon City.
He moved to Manila in the 1950s where he
met his wife, Mercedes. Together, they
continued the business of selling and
financing second vehicles under the
company name Filinvest Credit
Corporation. In 1955, he founded the
Filinvest Development Corporation as a
business for financing second-hand car. It
is the holding company of the Gotianun
family and the largest shareholder of the
publicly-listed company Filinvest Land Inc.,
with 53 percent stake.

In 1967, he ventured into real estate
business and founded Filinvest Realty
Corporation. In 1970, Filinvest
Development Corporation continued its
expansion to consumer finance by
partnering with foreign companies such as

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

Chase Manhattan, Westinghouse Electric
Corporation and Ford Philippines. In the
same decade, Gotianun established the
Filinvest Credit Corporation and the Family
Bank and Trust Company. By the 70s,
Gotianun had become a pioneering figure
in the real estate industry. He also put-up
Family Savings Bank in 1971 and the
Insular Bank of Asia and America.

In 1973, the couple founded Filinvest
Development Corporation as a holding
company for their real estate and
consumer finance businesses. In the
1980s, all real estate businesses were
consolidated under a new company called
Filinvest Land Inc. At this time, they
divested their holding in the banking
industry.

In 1984, Gotianun divested his shares in
Family Bank and Insular Bank of Asia and
America to focus on real estate
development.  Citation Homes was
incorporated in 1989 and was eventually
renamed as Filinvest Land Inc. in July 1993
and went public in October of the same
year. Under his leadership, Filinvest Land
became one of the leaders in the real
estate industry.

balita April 7, 2022
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OTHER

MATTERS

Straight from
the Horse's Mouth

by IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary
Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu
Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022

In the 1990s, the group listed Filinvest Land at the local stock exchange. At the
same time, it became a partner of a government agency to development a large
tract of land south of Metro Manila. In the new millennium, the group diversified
into sugar milling, power generation and resort development. In 1994, Gotianun
entered the banking industry once again by establishing East West Banking
Corporation. The bank was the first bank to be issued a commercial banking
license in 20 years. In 2007, Gotianun’s Filinvest Development Corp. acquired 100
percent share of Pacific Sugar Holdings Corporation (PSCH) from the ALG Holdings
Corporation through an exchange of FDC's 1.55 billion shares. PSCH owns three
sugar companies: Davao Sugar Central Co., Cotabato Sugar Central Co. and High
Yield Sugar Farms Corporation.

Andrew Gotianon Sr. passed away in 2016 at the age of 88. He had 4 children with
his wife Mercedes. According to Forbes magazine, his net worth was more than
$900 million at the end of 2016. Her third child and only daughter Josephine
succeeded her father as head of the Filinvest Group.

A very successful author once said, “Talent is cheaper than table salt. What
separates the talented individual from the successful one is a lot of hard work.”
This wise dictum cannot be more gloriously manifested than the kind of lives
exemplified by the late Andrew Gotianun Sr. Despite being born under a wealthy
family, he was reared under an atmosphere of exacting frugality, simplicity, faith,
hard work and discipline. He had made all of us in the Chinese-Filipino community
beam with pride. Who could not be - when he aptly epitomized the kind of
entrepreneurs we long to be: leaders who find success through constant curiosity
and having the courage to pursue new things beyond their comfort zones?

Running a business built on a foundation of unimpeachable integrity, impeccable
work ethics and an eye for fairness. And most of all, an enterprise which created a
lasting legacy of generosity.

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita  April 7, 2022 56



OTHER

MATTERS

Manila Rotarians Attend First Friday Mass
for the Month of April

Manila Rotarians attended the First Friday
Mass for the month of April last April 1, 2022
via Zoom virtual platform. The mass was
celebrated by Rev. Fr. Larry Tan, SDB. Present
were PP Boy Guevara Jr. (Commentator and
Prayer Leader for the Act of Spiritual
Communion), Rtn. Romy Nones (Leader for
Intercessory Prayer), PP Archit Bartolome
(First Reading and Responsorial Psalm), STAR
Rtn. Junjie Vazquez (Prayer of the Faithful),
DE/Treasurer  Jujut Enriquez (Oratio
Imperata), Rotary Ann Lia Ledonio-Enriquez,
STAR Rtn. Brendon Yujuico (Novena to the
Sacred Heart), PP Frank Evaristo, PDG Rudy
Bediones, PDG Obet Pagdanganan, PDG Vince
Carlos, PDG Alex Cureg, PT Chito Tagaysay
and ES Anna Kun Toledo.
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