
www.rcmanila.org

International Service and Vocational Service find a perfect match as
Asia's First Rotary Club recognizes its Ambassador of the Year while
a Classification Talk centered on a diversified business both
pervade our Weekly Membership Meeting delight, making it a
virtual feast for Rotarians.
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Invocation and Special Prayers 
for healing and speedy recovery of PP Babes Reyes,  
 Dir. Thad Liamzon and all members
affected by CoVid-19                                      

Philippine National Anthem

RCM Hymn

Philippine Rotary Hymn

The Rotarian Pledge

The Four (4) Way Test 

Welcome Song 

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

Registration & Zoom In
Program Moderator/Facilitator/Chika Talk  

Presentation of Meeting Protocol/
Zoom Meeting House Rules

Call to Order

AVP of RCM Members

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP 

AS Henry Go

STAR Rtn. Josh Aragon

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

12:00 PM                   
STAR Rtn. Ronald Martinez

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

Rtn. Warren So

Part I

March 7      

Maligayang Bati 

Happy Birthday Song    

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of Birthday Celebrants

ZOOM
WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING
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PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
Rtn. Jun Alvarez
Rtn. Tong Payumo

March 8
March 9

Rtn. Bren Egan
Rtn. Nilo Aventura

Rotary Year 2021-2022
Thursday, March 10, 2022, 12:00PM



12:30 PM                   Classification Talk STAR Rtn. Roland Hortaleza 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer
Hortaleza Group of Companies
Hortaleza Corporation
Prime Global Corporation
Prime Global Finance Corporation
PG Food Express, Inc.
HORTZ Hotels and Resorts
HORTZ Farm and Recreations
Vice Chairman, 
Ang.Hortaleza Foundation, Inc.
Classification: Manufacturing
                          -Condiments

Part II

1:15 PM                   Presentation of the Rotary Club of Manila 
Ambassador of the Year Award  

DGND Jackie Rodriguez
Chairman 
Rotary Club of Manila
Ambassador of the Year Award
   Committee

Part III

HIS EXCELLENCY JOSE MANUEL “BABE” G. ROMUALDEZ
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary

of the Republic of the Philippines to the United States of America
Vice President, Rotary Club of Manila, RY 2016-2017 

Open Forum

2:00 PM                   Response and Meeting Adjournment      Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga 
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ZOOM
WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Rotary Year 2021-2022
Thursday, March 10, 2022, 12:00PM

Presentation of Certificates of Appreciation Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
Programs Committee Chairman

Attested by:
VPE/Sec. Reggie Yu



PROFILE
OF PVP BABE ROMUALDEZ
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H.E. JOSE MANUEL G. ROMUALDEZ
Ambassador of the Republic of the Philippines to the United States of America

Jose Manuel “Babe” del Gallego Romualdez was
appointed Ambassador of the Republic of the
Philippines to the United States of America in July
2017 by President Rodrigo Roa Duterte. On 29
November 2017, he presented his credentials to
US President Donald J. Trump and formally
assumed office as Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary. Additionally, as the head of the
Philippine Embassy in Washington, D.C.,
Ambassador Romualdez is concurrently the
Philippines’ emissary to the Commonwealth of
Jamaica, Republic of Haiti; Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago; Antigua and Barbuda; Bahamas;
Barbados; Dominica; Saint Kitts and Nevis; Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines; and Saint Lucia.

Prior to his appointment, Ambassador Romualdez was designated as a special envoy
of the Philippine President to the United States. He also served as a member of
several Philippine business delegations visiting the United States, China, Japan and
New Zealand from 1989 to 2012.

Ambassador Romualdez has extensive experience as a media practitioner and
business executive. He used to be the Chief Executive Officer of Stargate Media
Corporation and Publisher of People Asia Magazine (The Philippine Star affiliate). He
was president of the Manila Overseas Press Club and vice-president of Rotary Club of
Manila.

Ambassador Romualdez writes columns for The Philippine Star. All his columns have a
wide following of readers both in the Philippines and abroad. On 29 November 2021,
President Rodrigo Duterte conferred the Order of Sikatuna, with the rank of Datu
(Grand Cross), Gold Distinction on Ambassador Romualdez. The Order of Sikatuna is
one of the three highest honors of the Republic and is conferred upon individuals
who have rendered exceptional and meritorious service to the Republic of the
Philippines. He received the Order of Sikatuna in recognition of his meritorious
contributions to the strengthening of the longstanding comprehensive ties between
the Philippines and the US, for his steadfast efforts to further deepen Philippines-US
alliance, for promoting trade and investment, and for his laudable initiative in the
procurement of 20 million doses of Moderna COVID-19 vaccines.

Born and raised in Manila, Ambassador Romualdez received a Bachelor of Science
degree in Business Administration from De La Salle College in 1970. He plays golf as a
pastime, and is affiliated with Manila Golf and Country Club and the Manila Polo Club.
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PROFILE
OF STAR RTN. ROLANDO HORTALEZA
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Warm Greetings my dear RCM Brothers!

Last week was a dreamlike experience. Seeing
everyone in a live GMM, albeit with half of us
on Zoom, was a very much missed and
welcome experience. Thanks again to our
dynamic RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman
and Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP
Hermie Esguerra for organizing such a
flawless hybrid meeting and, of course, the
two sumptuous cochinillos.

We will target to have these meetings at least
once a month provided the CoVid-19 situation
continues to improve. A lot of our members
have gotten the hang of doing Zoom meetings
and some have come to prefer this manner of
weekly meetings. We are also assessing the
high technical costs of having such hybrid
arrangements. Let’s see how this will all pan
out.

There was a very interesting “Fireside Chat”
Session held last March 8, 2022, with quite a
number of our members. There were also
other prominent friends and guests of the
club. Our very own Rtn. Vic Garcia, Former
Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the Republic of the
Philippines to the Russian Federation, gave a
very insightful talk on the situation in Ukraine.
His experience and grasp of the situation out
there was a result of many years of his being
Ambassador to Russia not too long ago. 

The projections were quite incisive and very
credible based on His Excellency’s
comprehensive knowledge of the Russian
culture and political inklings and nuances.

There were possible worst case scenarios
which he painted and in his own words
capped off with …“God forbid. God forbid.”
Indeed.

We look forward and pray for rapid resolution
of this volatile situation and hope it no longer
escalates.
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The other day, our district has extended
invitations to join the DISCON which is being
scheduled for April 22-23, 2022. We should
cover at the very least one table (10 seats) so
please sign up to join soon!

Today, we will also be bestowing the Rotary
Club of Manila Ambassador of the Year
Award to our very own Ambassador PVP
Jose Manuel “Babe” G. Romualdez.
Ambassador Babe already has many
accomplishments in his current post as
Ambassador of the Republic of the
Philippines to the United States of America.
Kudos Ambassador Romualdez! You do us
all proud!

As we hear the Classification Talk of our
newly inducted Rotarian STAR Rtn. Rolando
Hortaleza, let us enjoy and learn about the
success formulas of this distinguished
gentleman who will bring more dynamism to
our beloved club!

Have a great, happy and healthy week
ahead!

God bless us all!

Humbly yours in Rotary,

FSZ

Felix Francisco S. Zaldarriaga
President
RY 2021-2022



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS
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IS Edwin Hernandez, as
Program Moderator/
Facilitator, calls the day’s
sequential order of activities.

RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Chairman and Programs
Committee Chairman PE/PVP
Hermie Esguerra delivers his
opening remarks. 

President Chito
Zaldarriaga calls the

meeting to order.

IAT/AT PJ Garcia
delivers an Invocation

and Special Prayer.

The World Famous Music Chorale Audiovisual Presentation of the
RC Manila Hymn and the singing of the Philippine Rotary Hymn

balita   March 10, 2022

The Rotary Club of Manila
Audiovisual Presentation of the

Philippine National Anthem



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

Rtn. Jordan Pizarras recites
the Rotarian Pledge as a
perfect prelude in fostering
and strengthening ties
amongst fellow Rotarians by
way of reinforcing their
resolve in furtherance of
Service Above Self.

10Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

IT/IPT Karlo Castro leads
the recitation of the Four
(4) Way Test for Manila
Rotarians to renew their
commitment to the
Rotary movement.

balita   March 10, 2022

IS Edwin Hernandez,
Program Moderator/
Facilitator, acknowledges
visiting Rotarians and
guests.

The World Famous Music
Chorale singing the
Welcome Song



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS
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IS Edwin Hernandez, Program Moderator/Facilitator, acknowledges the week’s
birthday celebrants, namely, PSAA Gunter Matschuck, Rtn. Dicky Yujuico, Rtn. Raji
Mendoza and PVP Fausto Preysler Jr., which was followed by a live presentation of
the World Famous Music Chorale in a hybrid format singing the happy birthday song.

Sports Analyst Mr. Quinito Henson
explains the criteria for judging of the
Rotary Club of Manila Jorge B. Vargas
Athlete of the Year Award.

balita   March 10, 2022



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS
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DGND Jackie Rodriguez
announces the results of
canvassing for the Rotary Club
of Manila Jorge B. Vargas Athlete
of the Year Award as he likewise
acknowledges the participation
of Rtn. Tobi Rast in the
electronic canvassing of the
results.

President Chito Zaldarriaga
delivers his message during
his President’s Time.

DGND Jackie Rodriguez
introduces Guest Speaker Dr.
Burkhard Kiehne, Bamboo
Expert, Botanist,
Microbiologist, Automation
Expert and Ecologist; Founder,
Bambu Tropicana (2005);
Founder, Asia Green; Founder,
Probio Farms (2020-present).

Guest Speaker Dr. Burkhard
Kiehne, Bamboo Expert,
Botanist, Microbiologist,
Automation Expert and
Ecologist; Founder, Bambu
Tropicana (2005); Founder,
Asia Green; Founder, Probio
Farms (2020-present), delivers
his speech.



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

13Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   March 10, 2022

A short open forum immediately followed right after the speech of Guest Speaker
Dr. Burkhard Kiehne, Bamboo Expert, Botanist, Microbiologist, Automation
Expert and Ecologist; Founder, Bambu Tropicana (2005); Founder, Asia Green;
Founder, Probio Farms (2020-present). Among those who participated were
PSAA Gunter Matschuck, President Chito Zaldarriaga, IPD Celso Abastillas and
IBLA/Dir. Amading Valdez.

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga and Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie
Esguerra present the Certificate of Appreciation, attested by VPE/Club Secretary
Reggie Yu, to Dr. Burkhard Kiehne, Bamboo Expert, Botanist, Microbiologist,
Automation Expert and Ecologist; Founder, Bambu Tropicana (2005); Founder,
Asia Green; Founder, Probio Farms (2020-present).



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS
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Manila Rotarians pose for a posterity photo after the luncheon meeting.

President Chito Zaldarriaga
delivers his closing remarks
and thereafter, adjourns the
meeting.



CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

Dear Fellow Rotarians,

International Service and Vocational Service take centerstage as our very own PVP
JOSE MANUEL “BABE” G. ROMUALDEZ, Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the Republic of the Philippines to the United States of America,
is bestowed the Rotary Club of Manila Ambassador of the Year Award as STAR
Rtn. ROLANDO B. HORTALEZA, M.D. brings his winning formula in business to
fore in a Classification Talk set to inspire our members no end.

Jot down their secrets with your pen, 12:00 PM, MARCH 10.

Very truly yours,

PE/PVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
Programs Committee Chairman
RY 2021-2022

From the Programs Committee

15Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita  March 10, 2022



CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2021-2022
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2021-2022

(As of March 9, 2022, 10:00 AM)
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

19Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita  March 10, 2022



CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

Rtn. Vic Garcia is Speaker
at Fireside Chat Revival of the Effect

of the Ukraine-Russia Conflict on Filipino Lives

The Program of Activities for the Fireside Chat
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Rtn. Vic Garcia, Former Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the Republic of the Philippines to
the Russian Federation, presents
the geographical location of
Ukraine and Russia.



CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

Rtn. Vic Garcia is Speaker at Fireside Chat Revival of the Effect of the Ukraine-
Russia Conflict on Filipino Lives

Manila Rotarians attended the revival of the Fireside Chat with Rtn. Vic Garcia as Speaker
on “The Effect of the Ukraine-Russia Conflict on Filipino Lives” last March 8, 2022 via Zoom
virtual platform. Present were President Chito Zaldarriaga, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Chairman and Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie
Esguerra, PP Francis Juico, PP Frank Evaristo, PP Ebot Tan, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
President and Rotary Club of Manila PP Susing Pineda, PP Archit Bartolome (Program
Moderator), PDG Obet Pagdanganan, PDG Rudy Bediones, PVP Lance Masters, Dir. Noy
Benedicto, IBLA/Dir. Amading Valdez, AS Henry Go, PD Jun Hallare, PSAA Gunter
Matschuck, PT Chito Tagaysay, PAS Joel Valdes, Rtn. Michael Go, Rtn. Karl Leung, Rtn. Romy
Nones, Rtn. Willie Peliño, Rtn. Citos Manalaysay and STAR Rtn. Junjie Vazquez. Guests
present were Philip Juico, Atty. Vicente Gregorio, Former Manila Rotarian PS Jorge Salazar,
Benpy and Ingrid Atilano, Mulang, Mary Ann Magsalin and Danilo Lumayuga.
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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Rtn. Vic Garcia is Speaker at Fireside Chat Revival of the Effect of the Ukraine-
Russia Conflict on Filipino Lives

An open forum immediately followed
right after the Fireside Chat. Among those
who participated were Former Manila
Rotarian PS Jorge Salazar, PD Jun Hallare,
PDG Obet Pagdanganan, Rtn. Willie
Peliño, PP Ebot Tan, IBLA/Dir. Amading
Valdez, PSAA Gunter Matschuck, PAS Joel
Valdes and Rtn. Citos Manalaysay.



July 1, 2021

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 
 
An Opportunity has now opened doors for
our club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club. With
only US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution,
you can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

We have members who have risen to donor
levels that have earned them significant point
values. Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie
Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, PVP Hermie
Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet
Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness
to share the points they have earned to allow
Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul
Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution
of US$ 500.00 instead of the regular  US$
1,000.00. 

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling
in www.rotary.org using your R.I.
Identification Number. Once enrolled, you are
allowed to learn Rotary, increase your circle
of friendship and contribute conveniently
using the website. 
 
We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of
service-oriented people who believe that our
congregation is a means to share our
blessings to the less fortunate communities
globally. The Rotary Foundation is the funding
arm of global humanitarian undertakings of
Rotary International. It was formally named in
1917 and the first trustees were appointed
after Rotary International President Arch
Klumph proposed for the establishment of an
endowment for the purpose of doing good in
the world. The first grant of US$ 500
benefitted the International Society for
Crippled Children (Easter Seals). History
marks the milestone projects of The Rotary
Foundation     such      a     scholarship         for 

international graduate study, the elimination
of Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World
Peace Forum, among others.  Under the
Rotary’s 7 Areas of Service Focus, namely,
Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution,
Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water and
Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic
Education and Literacy, Economic and
Community Development and lastly,
Supporting the Environment, Rotary
International and The Rotary Foundation have
made themselves relevant to developing
communities globally.

All these services would not have been made
possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,
who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become
members of The Rotary Foundation through a
minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  

We are currently working on Global Grants and
District Grants. Your contribution will
significantly improve the community living of
our target beneficiaries.
 
For any assistance, please feel free to contact
me.  

Yours in the service of Rotary, 

ROMEO THADDEUS R. LIAMZON  
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation
Director
RY 2021-2022 

Noted by:

FELIX FRANCISCO S. ZALDARRIAGA 
President
RY 2021-2022

Appeal for Paul Harris Fellows

THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

http://www.rotary.org/


THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

This is to announce a call for Global Grant Proposals for Rotary Year 2021-2022.
See the fruition of your donations to The Rotary Foundation as you witness
sustainable service projects unfold that would define the existence of Asia’s First
Rotary Club.

For queries, please get in touch with the Secretariat and/or the undersigned.

Yours in Rotary service,

ROMEO THADDEUS “THAD” R. LIAMZON
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation Committee
Director
RY 2021-2022

Calling for Proposals for Global Grants
for RY 2021-2022
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THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

Polio Plus Society Pin
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BASIC EDUCATION AND 

LITERACY
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VOCATIONAL

SERVICE
The Journalism Awards Committee

of the Rotary Club of Manila
Holds Meeting

The Journalism Awards 2022 Committee of the Rotary Club of Manila held a
meeting last March 4, 2022. Present during the meeting were Journalism Awards
Committee Chairman IBLA/Dir. Amading Valdez, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Chairman and Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP
Hermie Esguerra, Souvenir Program Committee Chairman IPD Celso Abastillas,
Creative Director LCP Aries Balanay of the Rotary Club of Intramuros Manila and
ES Anna Kun Toledo.
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VOCATIONAL

SERVICE
Call for Nominations for the Journalism Awards

of the Rotary Club of Manila
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VOCATIONAL

SERVICE
Call for Nominations for the Journalism Awards

of the Rotary Club of Manila
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NEW GENERATIONS 

SERVICE
 Rotaract Club of DLSU-Manila Submits
February Monthly Report and Summary
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NEW GENERATIONS 

SERVICE
 Rotaract Club of DLSU-Manila Submits
February Monthly Report and Summary

32Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   March 10, 2022



NEW GENERATIONS 

SERVICE
 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: Trainee Project Selection
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NEW GENERATIONS 

SERVICE
 FUNDRAISING: Handog Dugo, Handog Buhay: 
                             A Bloodletting Letting Activity
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NEW GENERATIONS 

SERVICE
 PUBLIC IMAGE: EDSA People's Power Revolution 
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NEW GENERATIONS 

SERVICE
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT:  PSYCHOLOGICAL FIRST AID - 
A Mental Health Awareness Seminar and Workshop
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NEW GENERATIONS 

SERVICE
CLUB SERVICE: RAC Comm Nights 

37Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita  March 10, 2022



NEW GENERATIONS 

SERVICE
COMMUNITY SERVICE: RAC DLSU x LoveYourself Inc.
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NEW GENERATIONS 

SERVICE
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: 
Personal Finance: Achieving Financial Freedom
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NEW GENERATIONS 

SERVICE
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE: 
A Fierceful Love: 7th District Meeting
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NEW GENERATIONS 

SERVICE
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE: 
Rotary Club of Manila 31st Membership Meeting
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NEW GENERATIONS 

SERVICE
COMMUNITY SERVICE: Puso'y Ingatan, Buhay ay Alagaan: 
A Heart Disease Prevention Webinar
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NEW GENERATIONS 

SERVICE
CLUB SERVICE: Executive Board Meeting
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NEW GENERATIONS 

SERVICE
CLUB SERVICE: Executive Board Meeting

44Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   March 10, 2022



NEW GENERATIONS 

SERVICE
COMMUNITY SERVICE: Upwards and Onwards to Resilience
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NEW GENERATIONS 

SERVICE
CLUB SERVICE: Interact Night
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NEW GENERATIONS 

SERVICE
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE: 
Rotary Club of Manila 29th Membership Meeting
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NEW GENERATIONS 

SERVICE
PUBLIC IMAGE: Happy Birthday 
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NEW GENERATIONS 

SERVICE
PUBLIC IMAGE: Chinese New Year 
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MANILA ROTARIAN
IN FOCUS

STAR Rtn. Evaristo “Junjie” Vazquez:
Passionate About Things That are Built to Last

By Rhea Vitto Tabora
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Inspired by his desire to break boundaries and advance the
state of the construction industry in the Philippines, STAR Rtn.
Junjie Vazquez did something remarkable—he pioneered the
concrete polishing system in the country and founded
J.VAZ.CO in 2010. 

His passion for the floor polishing industry continued to
shine. In 2016, STAR Rtn. Junjie established Floorstone
Concrete Surface Center, a one-stop-shop for various
concrete flatwork, polishing and restoration product lines
which gave the smaller industry players an easy access to
imported supplies. 

Remarkably, STAR Rtn. Junjie did not only address gaps in
the marketplace and expand the market choices. Besides
delivering quality products and industry expertise, his passion
extends beyond the tangible as he pursues to uplift the lives
of his company stakeholders and employees. 

Get to know more about this entrepreneurial pioneer and his passion for things that are built to last. 



MANILA ROTARIAN
IN FOCUS
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Rhea Vitto Tabora (RVT): How was it to be the pioneer in the concrete polishing system
in the Philippines?

Junjie Vazquez (JV): As a pioneer in the concrete polishing system of the construction
industry, it is a great privilege and responsibility on its own, more so, when you have products
and services you are confident of. My previous years of experience from our family business
formed in me a good understanding and a broad feel of the construction industry. The world
we live in is volatile, changing relentlessly. I knew the only way to keep up was to adapt,
adjust, be agile and advance, which naturally led me to the concrete polishing system which
further expanded to a wider range of services. To address damaged floors, the birth of
concrete flatworks and restoration came into being. Floorstone is an extension of our
company that provides construction chemicals, equipment and technology directly to
consumers. 

One of the main reasons behind all my pursuits is my advocacy to protect the industry from
the rampant mindset of shortcuts. It is my sincere desire to mend the negative image the
construction industry is associated with by raising our very own standards on how business
should be conducted in our country. Therefore, I would say that being a pioneer is a title that
inspires me to push beyond boundaries—it represents my passion for things that are built to
last. I see a potential, together with our stakeholders, to overcome challenges as pioneers
with a shared vision to advance and uplift each other for the love of country and the belief
that we deserve better.

Concrete Flatwork System using a laser screed

Concrete Polishing System

Being a pioneer is a title
that inspires me to push

beyond boundaries—
it represents my passion for
things that are built to last.
I see a potential, together

with our stakeholders,
to overcome challenges

as pioneers with a shared
vision to advance and uplift

each other for the love
of country and the belief
that we deserve better.



MANILA ROTARIAN
IN FOCUS
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RVT: I read that you worked for your family’s various businesses since your teenage years.
What motivated you to venture on your own at a time when people your age were already
preparing for retirement?

JV: Even at a younger age, my parents were already pioneers in the gravel and sand industry.
There were only a few companies then, and the business was created from scratch. With only my
parents working, they ingrained in us the value of work and the importance of staying productive
by asking us for help, even with the smallest tasks. 

Because of my upbringing, staying curious and driven feel very natural—I look at life like a
playground with different opportunities at every corner. Whether good or bad, things happen for a
reason—sometimes it’s fate, sometimes it’s family. I always try to find motivation in the situation.

RVT: What moments in the history of J.VAZ.CO. made you feel most proud?

JV: Other than the accolades and awards my
company has received, I think what made me
most proud was seeing my company grow
from just merely ten people to over 200 now.
Knowing that I've made a difference in
people’s lives and helping them establish a
better livelihood by creating income and
being able to put up houses for themselves is
really something I take pride in. 

Of course, being known as a pioneer of the
industry, not just nationally, but also in
international conferences, is also something I
consider a milestone for JVAZCO. 

J.VAZ.CO. bagged the Best in Horizontal Construction
award in 2021 from the American Concrete Institute–

Philippine Chapter for its concrete flatwork project
at Wilcon Depot Commonwealth.

balita   March 10, 2022



MANILA ROTARIAN
IN FOCUS
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RVT: Name a CEO whom you admire, and why?

JV: I admire Bobby Castillo of EEI Corporation and see him as a phoenix that rose from the
ashes. He is full of life and his career shows that as well. He’s not an engineer, but he diligently
studies to explore how an ailing company can be salvaged. He was the one who told Ms.
Yuchengco that they can turn their company around, and true enough, EEI is a big company
today that speaks for itself.

RVT: What is your ultimate dream?

JV: There is only so much I can handle. Before, I would readily take on every single thing, but
now, I am trying to focus more on what matters. We always emphasize our values as a company
for a reason. By elevating and evolving the construction industry, we aim to make a difference
through our craft and in the people that we work with. I believe in investing in our people to
make a real difference in their lives, personally and professionally. This all goes back to my love
of family and country—by allowing them to discover dignity through hard work, and giving them
strong values to stand up for.

Landers Cebu

Some of J.VAZ.CO.'s projects:

Reckli concrete design for Sun Life Financial building Jordan Store using Spectro UV coating

Mactan–Cebu International Airport
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RVT: What gives you comfort during these uncertain times?

JV: My family, which has always been my source of comfort and inspiration. Connecting with
the spiritual side of myself also brings a new perspective every time.

RVT: What do you enjoy doing most with your free time?

JV: I love watching new movies or TV series on Netflix.

RVT: If you could give one piece of advice to an aspiring entrepreneur, what would it be?

JV: Don’t lose focus. Do one thing at a time. Life is short. Learn to balance work, family and
spirituality.

RVT: What are three things about you that would surprise your fellow Rotarians?

JV: It’s the other way around; I am actually surprised I am here. I need to understand and feel
what my place is in the Rotary. What is surprising is the new connections that I’ve been making
since. 

RVT: What inspired you to join the Rotary Club of Manila?

JV: I was extended an invitation to join by Chito, my good high school buddy and the current
President of the club. I figured it’s about time I meet more people.
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Don’t lose focus.
Do one thing at a time.

Life is short.
Learn to balance work,
family and spirituality.
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Manila Rotarians Hold Post Weekly Membership
Meeting Fellowship at C Lounge of Conrad Manila

Manila Rotarians held a post Weekly
Membership Meeting Fellowship last
March 3, 2022 at the C-Lounge of the
Conrad Manila in Pasay City. Present
were Dir. Noy Benedicto,
DE/Treasurer Jujut Enriquez, STAR
Rtn. Alvin Ampil, IAS Mike Albaña, PD
Nick Locsin, RCManila Foundation,
Inc. Chairman and Rotary Club of
Manila Programs Committee
Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
and STAR Rtn. Teddy Tee Jr.
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The Seniors and the Stars Fellowship
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COGS 
IN THE WHEEL

STAR Rtn. Paco Magsaysay
is One of the Eight Winners

of the Second Mansmith Innovation Awards

STAR Rtn. Paco Magsaysay was one of the eight (8) winners of the Second
Mansmith Innovation Awards.
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DISCON 2022
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INTERNATIONAL 

SERVICE
Rotary International Convention 2022

at Houston, Texas, USA
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FOREVER YANG FOR MCDO.
“I like to get people fired up, fill them with zeal for McDonald’s,

and watch the results in their work.” ⁠— Ray Kroc

Bataan Cigarettes; consulting for a
manufacturing company; and selling a variety
of things on the side — from insurance, to
nicotine guards and imported cosmetics; and
teaching finance management and marketing
at De La Salle University along Taft Avenue in
Manila.

As a wide reader he had come across news
and trend reports on a growing American
fast-food chain called McDonald’s, a company
whose premium on high-quality fast-food
products and service were being extolled in
business reviews in many other countries.

And so, he wrote the McDonald’s
headquarters and expressed interest in the
Philippine franchise. But in 1974, the
Philippines was, as George puts it, “very far
from their radar” and they returned his letter,
declining his offer. They were not ready to
come to the Philippines.

Although the Philippines did not have as
flourishing a quick-service restaurant industry
as it does now, it was George’s contention
that the environment at that time was ripe for
it. In the years prior there had been a number
of American restaurant franchises brought
into the country that were well received. It
was no secret that the Philippines, given its
four-decade    history   as  American-occupied 

It’s been 41 years since George Yang
launched the fast-food phenomenon in a
joint venture with the US-based McDonald’s
Corporation.

Since 2005, the business has become a
fully-owned Filipino enterprise under the
Golden Arches Development Corporation
(GADC) of which he is the chairman. But
behind the business headlines is the
personal journey of a determined
entrepreneur, a journey peppered with
inspiring episodes of self-understanding
and realization, and a journey from whose
twists and turns are culled priceless lessons
in entrepreneurship.

Having come of age under the influential
shade of his grandfather’s entrepreneurial
venture, George Yang had been keenly
aware of the joys of growing a business, as
well as the infinite rewards of being captain
of your ship, well before joining the
international McDonald’s community.

After completing his MBA at the Wharton
Business School, and after returning from a
side trip to Europe that doubled as a
honeymoon, George returned to Manila,
settled in to start a family, and began a two-
year juggling act of working as a marketing
manager   of   a   tobacco   company    called 

OTHER 
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territory, was still, to a large extent, a fan of
American culture and its prime exports —
music and movies, fashion and technology,
food and beverages. 

George Yang was certain and willing to bet
his fortunes that McDonald’s, a growing
brand that was sweeping across the world
and meeting overwhelming success, was
going to fare even better than its
predecessors had in the Philippines.

Rather than wait for the Americans to
acknowledge the Philippines as a potential
area for expansion, George Yang decided to
take charge of their education and elected
to bring the Philippines’ growth to their
attention. “I would send them clippings of
economic news, so that they would realize
that the Philippines was ready for this
business,” he says, then adds an almost
winking afterthought: “Or sometimes I
would just write in to say hello, make sure
they didn’t forget about me.”

And he did just that for the next two years.

In 1976, a team of McDonald’s executives
from the mother company in Oakbrook,
Illinois arrived in Manila to explore business
possibilities, and to assess several
candidates for a master franchise. Anyone
looking for proof of progress and vibrancy
in Manila was sure to find it in electric
proportions   that   year — for   instance,  as 
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host of the 1976 International Monetary
Fund conference, the city’s skyline changed
drastically with the rise of 14 new hotels
slated to accommodate hundreds of
dignitaries from around the world. 

George Yang was one of those the
McDonald’s team had arranged to meet
with. Although he had been diligently
keeping contact for the last two years,
George knew he wasn’t the only one who
had expressed a desire to bring McDonald’s
to the Philippines. Other bidders included
well-established holding companies looking
to diversify or expand their portfolios; still
others were businessmen whose last
names rang of well-established roots in the
fast-moving consumer goods industry, or
whose network of political connections
could inspire snappy salutes. George
realized soon enough that he was, in fact,
up against the big guys.

After the McDonald’s executives were
received at the airport, billeted at an
expensive hotel and chauffeured around
town in a limousine care of one of the other
bidders, it was George’s turn to play host. It
is a virtue of both the wise and the
seasoned entrepreneur to hope for the best
and expect the worst, and it is a virtue that
proved essential to George Yang on the day
he met with the McDonald’s team.

He   took   the  McDonald’s  executives  on a 
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tour of Metro Manila’s dining
establishments, and around the
metropolitan area’s different commercial
centers such as Makati and Cubao, in a
borrowed old Mercedes- Benz with his
brother-in-law behind the wheel. The car
broke down in the middle of the street, and
the air-conditioner conked out, giving the
Americans what they hadn’t expected to
experience — a good serving of real tropical
heat. 

But the opportunity to make his pitch had
not disappeared; it was, in fact, still sitting in
the backseat of the Mercedes, melting
under the sweltering heat. And so, despite
the inconvenience on their part and mild
embarrassment on his, he soldiered on. It
also helped that he had attended an
American business school, one widely
acknowledged as one of the best in the
world, and that afterwards, he taught what
he had learned at his own alma mater, De
La Salle University. He was a person who
could speak their business language, and he
was a person whose instincts and keen
sense of observation had given him a deep
understanding of the local culture.

In the period of deliberations that was to
last four years, George Yang refused to let
the brief encounter in less than favorable
circumstances with the McDonald’s team
dampen his determination to win the
franchise. Until it had been officially
awarded to a local partner, anything was
possible.
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So determined was he that he took the
initiative to learn the business during the
long wait. He contacted a friend, Daniel Lee,
a Hong Kong-based businessman who held
the McDonald’s franchise in what was then
still British territory, and enlisted as a
McDonald’s crewmember. Whether it was
proof of his foresight, or that he simply
needed the company, George took with him
his eldest son, Kenneth, who was then 15
years old the summer they flew to Hong
Kong. Forty years later, after approximately
33 years at various posts within the
organization — from a part-time summer
crewmember to purchasing officer for 10
years — Kenneth is now the company’s
chief executive officer.

The year was 1980, and the self-assigned
mission was to work at the McDonald’s
branch on Granville Road in Hong Kong’s
Kowloon district. From their rented New
World Apartments unit along Victoria
Harbour, father and son would wake up at
the crack of dawn in order to be at their
stations as early as six in the morning in
time for the day’s opening. They would then
don their uniforms — back then, a brown
polyester shirt-and-pants number topped
with a paper hat — and join the ranks.
Kenneth, because he was a minor, worked a
maximum of four hours, often manning the
counter with a Mandarin-speaking buddy
and assembling orders on a tray. George,
because he was eager to learn the system
from top to bottom, worked the whole
circuit   for   much   longer  hours,   mopping 
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floors, wiping kitchen counters, flipping
burgers, and ringing up the cash registers.
Kenneth thrived on the simple rewards of a
daily Big Mac meal; George flourished on
the whole idea of learning something new,
on top of the promise that in the likely
event that he would get the franchise, he
would already know exactly what to do.

News of George’s stint in Hong Kong
reached Oakbrook, where McDonald’s
executives wondered what he was up to. He
assured them that he was making the effort
for his own education. “I also wanted to
show them how serious I was about getting
the franchise.”

But in late 1980 — six years after he first
made contact with McDonald’s
headquarters, four years after he first met
with the American executives in Manila, and
just months after voluntary immersion in
one of the fast-food giant’s Hong Kong
outlets — the Americans returned to Manila
and met with him again, this time to deliver
the good news: from a pool of bidders that
included a successful conglomerate and at
least one taipan, he was being awarded the
franchise. It came as little surprise.
“Somehow I was confident that at the end
of the day, I would get it.”

The first McDonald’s store in the Philippines
opened  in 1981 in Morayta.  It had  been an 

 Straight from
the Horse's Mouth

by Vice President-Elect/Club Secretary
Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu

Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022

67Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   March 10, 2022

arduous one-year trek from the time he
had won the franchise to the day the first
store opened. It was during this time that
one of his tenets of entrepreneurship has
crystallized, one that he had passed on to
his children when they began to helm their
own enterprises, and one that his
managers in McDonald’s come to
appreciate. “Invest in good people,” he likes
to say, repeating the hard-won credo as
one of the secrets of his success.

The continuing innovations of McDonald’s
show a brand that, 40 years after opening
its doors and first meeting the Filipino
customer, has never lost touch with the
people it caters to. From two stores in 1981,
to over 655 nationwide in 40 years of
breakthrough innovations in our food,
menu as well as service offerings. The
changing times have inspired changing
needs, and McDonald’s in the Philippines
has always been up to the challenge of
giving customers what they want and need.

It turns out that an entire generation craved
not just the food, but a definition as well, a
continuing relationship with a brand that
they had grown up with. This might explain
why McDonald’s has made such an indelible
mark on local culture.
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For starters, it is perhaps only in the Philippines that McDonald’s has been given a nickname
by which it is most commonly referred to: “McDo.” And many catchphrases in McDonald’s
commercials have found their way into the local lexicon. After Sharon Cuneta, one of
Philippine cinema’s most beloved leading ladies, casually sang the words, “Kita-kits sa McDo”
in a 2002 television ad, “kita-kits” instantly became the shorthand for “See you there” or “see
you around.” When a group of boys needled a friend with “Pa-Cheeseburger ka naman!” in a
more recent commercial, the phrase again became such an enormous hit that it continues to
be part of colloquial language, carrying with it such a nuanced world of meaning. After
George Yang sang to a packed Araneta Coliseum, the crowd cheered then chanted, “Burger!
Burger!” You know you’ve done something revolutionary when the very thing that you start
becomes far bigger than yourself, takes on a life of its own, and creates its own personality. 

This is the personality of McDonald’s in the Philippines, one that is forever and quite deeply
embedded in the local culture… thanks to one visionary George Yang.
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Manila Rotarians attended the First
Friday Mass for the month of March
last March 4, 2022 via Zoom virtual
platform. Mass celebrant was Rev. Fr.
Larry Tan, SDB. Present were PP Boy
Guevara Jr., PP Frank Evaristo, PDG
Vince and Rotary Ann Tina Carlos,
RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman
and Rotary Club of Manila Programs
Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie
Esguerra, PD Beda Fajardo, PD Nick
Locsin, PD Abe Pascual, DE/PD Raffy
Alunan,  PT Chito Tagaysay, PDSAA
Tony Lopa, STAR Rtn. Jet Ledda and
guest Ramon Espinosa. 



PRES. CHITO S. ZALDARRIAGA
Publisher



ISDG/ISAG/DE/DIR. ALBERT S. ALDAY

Editor-in-Chief



PP FRANK A. EVARISTO
Editorial Adviser



VPE/CLUB SEC. REGINALD T. YU
STAR RTN. TEDDY Y. KALAW IV

Managing Editors



PAS ELOY ADAMOS
STAR RTN. SENEN T. MANGALILE

Contributing Editors



RHEA VITTO TABORA
Editorial Consultant



RCM SECRETARIAT



ANNA KUN TOLEDO
Executive Secretary



AMIEL M. HERNANDEZ

Committee Coordinator



GRACE AQUINO-MONTES
Fund Coordinator



RCM OFFICE



543 Arquiza St. cor. Grey St.

Ermita, Manila
Tel. No. 8-527-1886
Fax No. 8-527-1885

Email: rcmanila@rcmanila.org

FELIX FRANCISCO "CHITO" S. ZALDARRIAGA
President



ROBERT "BOBBY" L. JOSEPH JR.

Immediate Past President



FARID ALAIN SCHOUCAIR
Vice President



Directors



ALBERT S. ALDAY

JOHNNY N. CHOTRANI
SIXTO "NOY" T. BENEDICTO

JOHN MICHAEL CUTTER
ROMEO THADDEUS "THAD" R. LIAMZON

AMADO “AMADING” D. VALDEZ
HERMINIO "HERMIE" S. ESGUERRA

(Ex-Officio - Chairman, RCManila Foundation, Inc.)
JESUS "SUSING" M. PINEDA JR.

(Ex-Officio - President, RCManila Foundation, Inc.)



REGINALD "REGGIE" T. YU
Club Secretary



EDUARDO "JUJUT" V. ENRIQUEZ III

Club Treasurer



AMADO “AMADING” D. VALDEZ
Board Legal Adviser



DAVID "DAVE" J. REYNOLDS

Sergeant-at-Arms



HENRY S. GO
Assistant Club Secretary



PAUL JOSEPH "PJ" M. GARCIA

Assistant Club Treasurer



JASON M. BOGOVICH
Deputy Sergeant-at-Arms



ANNA KUN TOLEDO
Executive Secretary

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

& EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

RY 2021-2022

EDITORIAL TEAM

RY 2021-2022

B.O.D. & EXECUTIVE OFFICERS | EDITORIAL TEAM

70Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita  March 10, 2022

mailto:rcmanila@rcmanila.org

