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Despite the constraints of the global pandemic, Asia's First Rotary
Club has emerged with an array of accomplishments that have set
the benchmark for Service Above Self worthy of emulation. Let the
captain of our storied ship brief us on our sail in a Rotary-mandated
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Invocation and Special Prayers 
for healing and speedy recovery of PP Babes Reyes,
PP Cesar Ubaldo,  Dir. Thad Liamzon and all
members affected by CoVid-19                         

Philippine National Anthem

RCM Hymn

Philippine Rotary Hymn

The Rotarian Pledge

The Four (4) Way Test 

Welcome Song 

RC Manila Birthday Celebrant for the week

Rotary Year 2021-2022
Thursday, February 24, 2022, 12:30 PM

Registration and Zoom In
Program Moderator/Facilitator/Chika Talk  

12:25 PM  Presentation of Meeting Protocol/
Zoom Meeting House Rules

12:30 PM                   Call to Order

AVP of RCM Members

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP 

STAR Rtn. Bon Li

STAR Rtn. Raf Dionisio

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

12:00 PM                   
 ISAA Nagi Zeitouni

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

STAR Rtn. JJ Fernandez

Part I

February 22 
February 26
February 27     

Maligayang Bati 

Happy Birthday Song    

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of Birthday Celebrants

ZOOM
WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

03Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   February 24, 2022

Rtn. Dante Gierran
PSAA Gunter Matschuck
Rtn. Dicky Yujuico

President’s Time Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga2:00 PM                   

March 1
March 2

PBLA Raji Mendoza
PVP Fausto Preysler Jr.

1:15 PM                   Semi-Annual Report on Activities of the 
Rotary Club of Manila

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

Part II

Open Forum



OBJECTIVE
OF THE TOWNHALL MEETING/
CLUB ASSEMBLY
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Greetings to one and all!

As the numbers of CoVid-19 Cases continue to gradually decrease, we hope that this, indeed,
is the start of the ENDEMIC, so, we can all get back to leading lives closer to what we once.

Last week, we had two of our own pillars in the Rotary Club of Manila deliver talks on the
upcoming Rotary International Houston Convention in June and on the Dualtech Scholarship
Program. 

DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph gave a comprehensive update and called for more participation in
the Dualtech Scholarship Program that was launched last year and is co-chaired by RCManila
Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra.

I echo these calls and invitations to participate in both!

RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie
Esguerra has finally been able to secure slots for the Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI). He
was able to extend it to six (6) more available slots for Batch 3, an arrangement which is
unprecedented as these training modules are rare and only accorded to Presidents-Elect. 

Last week, we had the first meeting for the Journalism Awards headed by BLA /Director
Amading Valdez. The working plans were mapped out and the signature project is now on its
way for the search for the most outstanding journalists of the country!

Today, we are having a Town Hall Meeting wherein we will start with a quick review of what
has been done by our club in the past six (6) months of our Rotary Year 2021-2022. 

After this, we will dedicate some time to an Open Forum.

Hopefully, this will be a productive and healthy interchange amongst members and officers
of the club as we work together towards constantly keeping the club up to par with what the
Rotary Club of Manila has been known for all these years!

May God bless us all!

Mabuhay ang Rotary Club of Manila!

Humbly yours in Rotary,

FSZ

Felix Francisco S. Zaldarriaga
President
RY 2021-2022
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THE WEEK 

THAT WAS
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STAR Rtn. Rami Chahwan,
as Program Moderator/
Facilitator, calls the day’s

sequential order of activities.

President Chito
Zaldarriaga

calls the meeting to order. 

STAR Rtn. Ronald Martinez
delivers an Invocation

and Special Prayer.

The Rotary Club of Manila
Audiovisual Presentation of the

Philippine National Anthem

The World Famous Music Chorale Audiovisual Presentation of the
RC Manila Hymn and the singing of the Philippine Rotary Hymn



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

The World Famous
Music Chorale singing

the Welcome Song

STAR Rtn. Rami
Chahwan, Program
Moderator/Facilitator,
acknowledges the
week’s birthday
celebrants, namely,
PAT Willy Lim, Rtn.
Tobi Rast, Rtn. Jordan
Pizarras, Rtn. Klaus
Muller and Rtn. Jun
Aventura, which was

STAR Rtn. Alvin Ampil recites the
Rotarian Pledge as a perfect prelude
in fostering and strengthening ties
amongst fellow Rotarians by way

of reinforcing their resolve in
furtherance of Service Above Self.

STAR Rtn. Rami Chahwan,
Program Moderator/

Facilitator, acknowledges
visiting Rotarians and guests.

followed by an audiovisual presentation of the World Famous Music
Chorale singing the happy birthday song.
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STAR Rtn. Robi Joseph leads
the recitation of the Four (4)

Way Test for Manila Rotarians
to renew their commitment

to the Rotary movement.



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS
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President Chito Zaldarriaga
delivers his message during

his President’s Time.

PDG Vince Carlos, Chairman of the “On
To Houston” of Rotary International

District 3810 for RY 2021-2022,
introduces and promotes the Rotary
International Convention which takes

place in Houston, Texas, USA.

STAR Rtn. Anton Mauricio, Co-Chairman of the Dualtech Scholarship
Program, delivers his report on the Project Brief of the Dualtech

Scholarship Program while DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph, Chairman of the
Dualtech Scholarship Program and RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman

and Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP
Hermie Esguerra express their messages of appreciation.



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

President Chito Zaldarriaga
delivers his closing remarks
and thereafter, adjourns the
meeting.

An open forum immediately followed right after the talk of PDG Vince Carlos,
Chairman of the “On To Houston” of Rotary International District 3810 for
RY 2021-2022, STAR Rtn. Anton Mauricio, Co-Chairman of the Dualtech
Scholarship Program, DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph, Chairman of the Dualtech
Scholarship Program and RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Rotary
Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra PE
Hermie Esguerra. Among those who participated in the open forum were PSAA
Gunter Matschuck, President Chito Zaldarriaga, PD Issam Eldebs and STAR
Rtn. Raoul Creencia.
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

Dear Fellow Rotarians,

Six months have gone by in a flash and in the wink of an eye, our club has taken
the pandemic dragon by its horn as it made significant strides in the wake of
health hazards. In a Rotary-mandated event, let the steward of our club deliver to
us our accomplishments for the past six (6) months and his projects for the
remaining months of year of service.

Rotary Club of Manila achievements are brought to fore, today, 12:30 PM,
February 24.

Very truly yours,

PE/PVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
Programs Committee Chairman
RY 2021-2022

From the Programs Committee
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2021-2022
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2021-2022

(As of February 23, 2022, 10:00 AM)
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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July 1, 2021

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 
 
An Opportunity has now opened doors for
our club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club. With
only US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution,
you can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

We have members who have risen to donor
levels that have earned them significant point
values. Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie
Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, PVP Hermie
Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet
Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness
to share the points they have earned to allow
Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul
Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution
of US$ 500.00 instead of the regular  US$
1,000.00. 

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling
in www.rotary.org using your R.I.
Identification Number. Once enrolled, you are
allowed to learn Rotary, increase your circle
of friendship and contribute conveniently
using the website. 
 
We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of
service-oriented people who believe that our
congregation is a means to share our
blessings to the less fortunate communities
globally. The Rotary Foundation is the funding
arm of global humanitarian undertakings of
Rotary International. It was formally named in
1917 and the first trustees were appointed
after Rotary International President Arch
Klumph proposed for the establishment of an
endowment for the purpose of doing good in
the world. The first grant of US$ 500
benefitted the International Society for
Crippled Children (Easter Seals). History
marks the milestone projects of The Rotary
Foundation     such      a     scholarship         for 

international graduate study, the elimination
of Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World
Peace Forum, among others.  Under the
Rotary’s 7 Areas of Service Focus, namely,
Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution,
Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water and
Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic
Education and Literacy, Economic and
Community Development and lastly,
Supporting the Environment, Rotary
International and The Rotary Foundation have
made themselves relevant to developing
communities globally.

All these services would not have been made
possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,
who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become
members of The Rotary Foundation through a
minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  

We are currently working on Global Grants and
District Grants. Your contribution will
significantly improve the community living of
our target beneficiaries.
 
For any assistance, please feel free to contact
me.  

Yours in the service of Rotary, 

ROMEO THADDEUS R. LIAMZON  
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation
Director
RY 2021-2022 

Noted by:

FELIX FRANCISCO S. ZALDARRIAGA 
President
RY 2021-2022

Appeal for Paul Harris Fellows

THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

http://www.rotary.org/


THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

This is to announce a call for Global Grant Proposals for Rotary Year 2021-2022.
See the fruition of your donations to The Rotary Foundation as you witness
sustainable service projects unfold that would define the existence of Asia’s First
Rotary Club.

For queries, please get in touch with the Secretariat and/or the undersigned.

Yours in Rotary service,

ROMEO THADDEUS “THAD” R. LIAMZON
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation Committee
Director
RY 2021-2022

Calling for Proposals for Global Grants
for RY 2021-2022
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THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

Polio Plus Society Pin
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VOCATIONAL

SERVICE
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 The Journalism Awards Committee of the
Rotary Club of Manila Holds Meeting

The Journalism Awards Committee of the Rotary Club of Manila held a meeting last
February 18, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were BLA/Dir. Amading Valdez
(Chairman), PP Teddy Ocampo, DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph (Adviser), ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir.
Albert Alday, IPD Celso Abastillas, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Rotary
Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra, PP Frank
Evaristo, LCP Aries Balanay of the Rotary Club of Intramuros Manila (Technical
Assistant to the Journalism Awards Committee) and ES Anna Kun Toledo.



BASIC EDUCATION AND 

LITERACY
The Board of Directors of the Rotary Club

of Manila for RY 2021-2022
Holds Meeting with Go Philippines

The Board of Directors of the Rotary Club of Manila for RY 2021-2022 held
a meeting with Go Philippines last February 18, 2022 via Zoom virtual
platform. Present were President Chito Zaldarriaga, ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir.
Albert Alday, Dir. John Michael Cutter, BLA/Dir. Amading Valdez, Rtn. Karl
Leung (Go Philippines) and Mr. Mike Goldsmith (Go Philippines). The
agenda was on the review of the proposed terms in the agreement.
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BASIC EDUCATION AND 

LITERACY

The Rotary Club of Manila
Educational Assistance Program

Committee Holds Meeting 

The Rotary Club of Manila Educational Assistance Program (REAP) Committee
held a meeting last February 23, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were
RCManila Foundation, Inc. President and Rotary Club of Manila REAP Chairman PP
Susing Pineda, President Chito Zaldarriaga, ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, Rtn.
Romy Nones and PP Teddy Ocampo.
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INTERCLUB

RELATIONS
Manila Rotarians Graduate from the

Rotary Leadership Institute After Attending
Rotary Leadership Institute III Batch Two

Manila Rotarians attended the Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) III Batch 2 and
graduated from the RLI last February 19, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform.
Present were STAR Rtn. Raoul Creencia, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman
and Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie
Esguerra (observer), DGND Jackie Rodriguez (observer), IS Edwin Hernandez,
DE/Treasurer Jujut Enriquez, IT/IPT Karlo Castro, STAR Rtn. Rami Chahwan and
IAT/AT PJ Garcia. Also present was DGE Joyce Michelle Socorro Ambray.
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INTERCLUB

RELATIONS
Manila Rotarians Graduate from the

Rotary Leadership Institute After Attending
Rotary Leadership Institute III Batch Two

23Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   February 24, 2022



INTERCLUB

RELATIONS

Rotary Leadership Institute
Batch 3 Schedule
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INTERCLUB

RELATIONS
Manila Rotarians Attend Fifth Handover

and Sixth Induction Ceremonies
of the Rotary Club of Manila Premier
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Manila Rotarians attended the Fifth Handover and Sixth Induction Ceremonies of
the Rotary Club of Manila Premier last February 22, 2022 at the Ballroom of the
Elorde Sports Center in Sucat, Parañaque City. Present were PDG Vince Carlos, PDG
Rudy Bediones and RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Programs Committee
Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra.



MANILA ROTARIAN
IN FOCUS

STAR Rtn. Rolando B. Hortaleza:
The Entrepreneurial Doctor Who Loves

to Compete with Foreign Giants

Being innovative in an industry constantly flooded with new products while facing industry
giants are never easy tasks for an entrepreneur. While the local consumers benefit from
the many available choices, the influx of products—both from the local and international
manufacturers—is challenging, particularly to local companies. Imagine facing foreign
competitors armed with significant financial resources and sophisticated technologies.
Surviving and thriving become more daunting. 

By Rhea Vitto Tabora

But, not to STAR Rtn. Rolando B.
Hortaleza, an entrepreneur who is
passionate about battling foreign
rivals. He has gone through business
struggles and challenges during his
early years in business. Armed with
massive experience, an innovative
mind, and a strong will to execute his
plans and strategies, STAR Rtn.
Hortaleza later emerged successful in
his business battles.

His continued outstanding success in
building brands in the fast-moving
consumer goods (FMCG) and later
expanding into financing business—
then, recently into the hospitality
sector, as well—echo his over three
decades of business expertise. 

Who would think that this highly
regarded businessman is a medical
doctor by profession? Get to know
more about this successful
entrepreneur who let go of his
stethoscope and built a business
empire instead. 
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MANILA ROTARIAN
IN FOCUS
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Rhea Vitto Tabora (RVT): Please share something about yourself that your fellow
Rotarians might not readily know.

STAR Rtn. Rolando B. Hortaleza (RBH): In spite of being known as an entrepreneur and a
marketer, I am actually a physician by profession.

RVT: Despite leading several companies, you are described as a marketer first and a
CEO second on your company website. Why is that?

RBH: I am working close to the market even before I started my own business. I remember
when I was growing up, I always helped my parents in our family business, Hortaleza
Vaciador. Aside from the acquired knowledge and the experience from those years, I am
always on the lookout for growth opportunities and spot market gaps in order to lead the
innovation group and utilize it as a source of inspiration for my next big idea.

RVT: What inspired you to grow your business empire—from selling beauty and
personal care products to financing, FMCG, and recently, hotel business?

RBH: I can say that I am an FMCG guy. In 1985, I took a leap of faith and ventured into the
personal care category of FMCG. Battling foreign companies is my passion. Competitive as it
was, I am always thrilled with the market structure of the FMCG business. That’s the reason
why I started Prime Global Corporation (PGC). PGC is the marketing and distribution parent
of Barrio Fiesta Manufacturing Company, producing the crowd’s favorite condiment, the
“Barrio Fiesta Bagoong”. Our sales skyrocketed globally with 40% sales done internationally,
mostly in the USA. 

And now, we are starting to create other products such as peanut butter spreads, breading
mixes and other Filipino-favorite condiments. Then, we entered the financing business solely
for one reason—our desire to help our existing suppliers and business partners. As the
company grew, we expanded our portfolio and now provide services to other businesses and
individuals with a range of financial services and support systems. 

When I sold Splash Corporation, I thought that since I am semi-retired, I can explore the
hospitality industry, complex as it may be. It consists of different segments like food, lodging,
travel, tourism, and recreation where I can spot market gaps and growth opportunities.



MANILA ROTARIAN
IN FOCUS

RVT: What experiences do you feel shaped
you the most as an entrepreneur?

RBH: I think any business owner can relate to
not having enough capital and facing industry
giants as your competitors. It made me
realize that business is not easy. Business
can be challenging. It was not a walk in the
park, as they say. I experienced struggling to
compete locally and with a little capital.

RVT: Who has had the biggest influence in
your life and why?

RBH: Aside from my parents, I think it’s the
constant belief that Filipinos can compete
against big players. Not only here, but also
abroad. That mindset shaped my behavior as
a person and as a businessman. 

RVT: Looking back at your life thus far, what are you most proud of?

I am proud of making a name
in a field dominated by
multinational businesses

who are ahead in terms of
resources and experience.

Business start-ups are hard; it’s not easy to build a Filipino company producing Filipino
products and making them available not only locally, but internationally. 
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MANILA ROTARIAN
IN FOCUS
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RVT: What do you consider the highlights of your life?

RBH: Transferring the baton to the second generation—my sons. We all want our children to
become leaders and take the reins of the businesses their parents built. We want them to
grow to be courageous, passionate and authentic. I want them to continue to inspire other
people to be their best, to get more out of life than they ever thought possible. 

Also, creating and building a professional organization that will continue my vision and
mission when I started my business. 

RVT: If you could give
one piece of advice
to an aspiring
entrepreneur, what
would it be?

RBH: Set a vision, but
always remember that
execution is very
important. 

STAR Rtn. Rolando B. Hortaleza with his sons Alexone (left) and Alfonso (right)



MANILA ROTARIAN
IN FOCUS

RVT: What are your interests and hobbies? What do you do when you are not at work?

RBH: I do boating regularly; it helps me clear my mind. Aside from that, I work out and travel
every other month. I can say that right now, I have a full life. 

I don’t practice micromanaging; I just lay down processes, align strategies and manage a
scorecard to evaluate execution progress. 

RVT: What ignited your interest in joining the Rotary Club of Manila?

RBH: I want to extend help to the community, to share my story with my fellow successful
Rotarians. Being there for others is a significant contribution that may create even more
significant results. It is like a positive chain reaction you create. People whom you helped will
help other people, and so on. Changing and inspiring one life can lead to million other lives
being changed. 
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COGS 
IN THE WHEEL

Esguerra Farms of RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Chairman and Programs Committee Chairman

PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
Tops Breeders' Honor Roll for2021
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COGS 
IN THE WHEEL
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COGS 
IN THE WHEEL
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COGS 
IN THE WHEEL

DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph is Co-Host
of “Sa Ganang Mamamayan” 

DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph was the Guest Co-Host on the program, “Sa Ganang
Mamamayan” which was streamed live on Net 25 TV/Radyo last February 17, 2022.
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COGS 
IN THE WHEEL
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STAR Rtn. Joey Garcia is Host
of CEO Academy Pre-Launch

STAR Rtn. Joey Garcia was the host of CEO Academy Pre-Launch last
February 23, 2022 which was streamed live on Kumu.



INTERNATIONAL 

SERVICE
Rotary International Convention 2022

at Houston, Texas, USA
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ROTARY 
INFORMATION

Source: www.rotary.org
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ROTARY 
INFORMATION

Source: www.rotary.org
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ROTARY 
INFORMATION
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Source: www.rotary.org
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 Straight from
the Horse's Mouth

by Vice President-Elect/Club Secretary
Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu

Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022

THE OTHER DOS. “It (broadcast journalism) is a brutal arena where the knives are sharp
and the toughest Kevlar vest in the world will not protect you forever. — Bill O’Reilly

(which literally means, “This is Radio
Patrol”). He gained the respect of his
viewers and listeners by making a genuine
connection to his audience. His incisive
commentaries and tenacious investigative
reporting earned him a reputation as a
sought-after public watchdog against
questionable activities by government
officials. The exposure of then-Batangas
governor Antonio Leviste's illegal trip
outside his prison cell, the exclusive
interview with Maguindanao election
supervisor Lintang Bedol and rescuing a
grandmother from a dog case, where his
own family locked her, for instance, are
just a few of the exposes, interviews, and
rescues that he and his team had worked
on. 

His tandem with Gerry Baja then moved
on to “Gising Pilipinas” in 2002, before they
were given their own show, "Dos Por Dos"
(“Two by Two”), which aired late every
afternoon. Ka Tunying has since worked
his way to the top, making him one of the
most admired broadcasters in the country.
At the peak of his popularity, his shows
included “Umagang Kay Ganda,” “Dos Por
Dos,” “TV Patrol,” and “Kuha Mo.”

ABS-CBN and DZMM news anchor
Anthony “Ka Tunying” Taberna has been
part of our daily lives for almost three
decades. A popular and multi-awarded
broadcaster and radio commentator then
over ABS-CBN, he is a professional TV and
radio host who works on news and public
affairs. During his being connected to
ABS-CBN, he co-hosted a morning TV
program entitled “Umagang Kay Ganda,”
where he began his popularity in the
segment “Punto por Punto” and
“Exclusibong, Explosibong, Expose” also
on the same network. He is also a radio
commentator and is heard over the
program “Dos Por Dos,” aired every day
on mornings and late afternoons.

Born in San Antonio, Nueva Ecija, he
studied communications at New Era
University. He began his career as a part-
time news writer in 1992 at DZEC,
operated by Eagle Broadcasting
Corporation. In 1997, he transferred to
DZMM, an AM radio station owned by
ABS-CBN, where he became a Radyo
Patrol reporter. In January 2000, he joined
Gerry    Baja   in   "Ito   Ang  Radyo   Patrol" 

OTHER 

MATTERS
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OTHER 

MATTERS

On July 31, 2020, Taberna left ABS-CBN due to the ABS-CBN franchise renewal controversy
when the Philippine Congress rejected the new legislative franchise of the network and he
subsequently joined Manila Broadcasting Company's AM radio station DZRH in August 2020
and his show Dos por Dos moved to the station and resumed airing on August 31.

Over half-a-year since setting up a new home with AM Radio station DZRH, Ka Tunying is
back to regular programming. That is, besides delivering his uniquely humorous and well-
mannered style of delivering hard-hitting commentaries on the most pressing issues for
everyday Filipinos, he also devotes more time to advocacies, still on their behalf.

Today, Ka Tunying is busy attending to his own personal businesses like a chain of
restaurants, a salon, as well as an events and multimedia agency, together with his wife
Rossel. Anthony always makes it a point to spend quality time for his wife and two kids. The
family spends time going home to the province on weekends, enjoys some getaways and
outings and goes swimming. 

 Straight from
the Horse's Mouth

by Vice President-Elect/Club Secretary
Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu

Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022
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(Ex-Officio - Chairman, RCManila Foundation, Inc.)
JESUS "SUSING" M. PINEDA JR.

(Ex-Officio - President, RCManila Foundation, Inc.)
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Club Secretary
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