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The gradual opening of the nation from the onslaught of the global
pandemic presents the perfect backdrop to launch parallel
campaigns, one in International Service, as our very own
International Service Czar highlights the campaign to attend the
Rotary International Convention 2022 while the other, our Vocational
Service Gurus, bring the benevolence of supporting a Dualtech
Scholar to fore with Asia's First Rotary Club at the forefront of both
campaigns, bringing new meaning to "Service Above Self".. 
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Invocation and Special Prayers 
for healing and speedy recovery of PP Babes Reyes,
PP Cesar Ubaldo,  Dir. Thad Liamzon and all
members affected by CoVid-19                         

Philippine National Anthem

RCM Hymn

Philippine Rotary Hymn

The Rotarian Pledge

The Four (4) Way Test 

Acknowledgment of Visiting Rotarians and Guests

Welcome Song 

RC Manila Birthday Celebrant for the week

Rotary Year 2021-2022
Thursday, February 17, 2022, 12:30 PM

Registration and Zoom In
Program Moderator/Facilitator/Chika Talk  

12:25 PM  Presentation of Meeting Protocol/
Zoom Meeting House Rules

12:30 PM                   Call to Order

AVP of RCM Members

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP 

STAR Rtn. Alvin Ampil

STAR Rtn. Robi Joseph

STAR Rtn. Rami Chahwan

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

12:00 PM                   
STAR Rtn. Rami Chahwan

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

STAR Rtn. Ronald Martinez

Part I

February 17      

Maligayang Bati 

Happy Birthday Song    

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of Birthday Celebrants

ZOOM
WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING
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Rtn. Jun Aventura

President’s Time Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga1:15 PM                   



ZOOM
WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Response and Meeting Adjournment2:00 PM                   Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga 
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Introduction/Promotion of ON TO HOUSTON  
Rotary International Convention 2022 

Project Brief on Dualtech Scholarship Program

Open Forum

PDG Vince Carlos
Chairman, Rotary District 3810
ON TO HOUSTON                                                   
Rotary International Convention

STAR Rtn. Anton Mauricio
Co-Chairman
Rotary Club of Manila-Dualtech Project
 
DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph
Chairman
Rotary Club of Manila-Dualtech Project

PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
Chairman, RCManila Foundation, Inc.

1:20 PM                   

Rotary Year 2021-2022
Thursday, February 17, 2022, 12:30 PM

Part II



PROFILE
PDG VINCE CARLOS
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PROFILE
DDCC/IPP BOBBY JOSEPH
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PROFILE
DDCC/IPP BOBBY JOSEPH
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PROFILE
STAR RTN. ANTON MAURICIO

Anton Mauricio is a versatile management professional adept in financial, marketing, and
innovation strategy.

As a C-level consultant with 29 years of work experience, he transitions easily into different
sectors (banking & finance, technology, agriculture, engineering, ICT, property, & telecoms). He
nimbly adapts into diversified roles such as CFO, chief compliance officer, product development
strategist, and public relations director. He has an extensive Philippines and international
business network.

At present, he is the CFO of a tech start-up, Multidisciplinary Innovative Technologies, Inc. He is
also the managing director of Netcore Development Ltd., a representation company registered
in Hong Kong with headquarters in the Philippines. He is currently a consultant for clients in
fintech, agri processing & trading, microfinance, and plastics manufacturing. In the past, he
was the Country President for the London-based Chartered Institute for Securities &
Investment (CISI). He was the country head of Thomson Ratings Philippines (now Fitch Ratings)
which handled credit ratings and scoring for banks and financial institutions. He was also the
CFO and Chief Compliance Officer of Nu Agri Asia Corp. an agriculture and food processing
research firm. His early career was spent as an ICT, telecom, & property marketing strategist,
then as an investment banker and equities analyst & trader. He is an ardent advocate of
financial inclusion and digital innovation, and is deeply involved in industry and advocacy
associations.
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PROFILE
STAR RTN. ANTON MAURICIO
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Greetings Fellow RCM brothers!

We have just celebrated the day of hearts a few days ago and I am sure most of us have had
a chance to reflect on and relish our beloved ones in one way or another. I came across the
following types of love, especially, Greek definitions of love as used in the Bible. 

They are as follows:

Storge – (Pronounced Stor-Jay) Familia Love—as in a mother’s love for her children
PHILIA – Brotherly love 
EROS – or Sensual or Romantic Love which was what was predominantly celebrated last
Monday

The fourth kind which was unique and was only used in reference to the kind of love God
had in the verse of John 3:16: “For God so LOVED the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but will have Eternal Life”. 

The love word used here was AGAPE and it had never been used in the scriptures until that
supreme sacrificial act of Christ was done. Amazing and awesome kind of love, indeed!

We had quite a fiery presentation by ex-Commissioner Guanzon last week and her narrative
was, indeed, an eye opener for what is really going on in the COMELEC. Let us hope that
some semblance of order and legitimacy will soon prevail in that critical government body.

There was an Area Meeting held last Monday afternoon and among other items, I am happy
to announce that our Club was awarded a citation for Early Achiever of the Rotary Citation.
Kudos to one and all!

Today, we have two of our club Pillars who will be talking about very important news with
respect to what is up ahead by way of Rotary International activities and our own project
with the Dualtech group.

Enjoy the meeting folks and have a great weekend ahead!

Cheers!

Humbly yours in Rotary,

FSZ

Felix Francisco S. Zaldarriaga
President
RY 2021-2022

PRESIDENT'S
CORNER
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THE WEEK 

THAT WAS
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IS Edwin Hernandez,
as Program Moderator/
Facilitator, calls the day’s

sequential order of activities.

President Chito
Zaldarriaga

calls the meeting to order. 

STAR Rtn. Emil La’O 
 delivers an Invocation

and Special Prayer.

The Rotary Club of Manila
Audiovisual Presentation of the

Philippine National Anthem

The World Famous Music Chorale Audiovisual Presentation of the
RC Manila Hymn and the singing of the Philippine Rotary Hymn



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

The World Famous
Music Chorale singing

the Welcome Song

IS Edwin Hernandez,
Program
Moderator/Facilitator,
acknowledges the
week’s birthday
celebrants, namely,
President Chito
Zaldarriaga, PAT
Willy Lim, Rtn. Tobi
Rast, Rtn. Jordan
Pizarras and 

STAR Rtn. L.A. Sevilla recites the
Rotarian Pledge as a perfect prelude
in fostering and strengthening ties
amongst fellow Rotarians by way

of reinforcing their resolve in
furtherance of Service Above Self.

IS Edwin Hernandez,
Program Moderator/

Facilitator, acknowledges
visiting Rotarians and guests.

Rtn. Klaus Muller, which was followed by an audiovisual presentation
of the World Famous Music Chorale singing the happy birthday song.
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STAR Rtn. Inov Talusan leads
the recitation of the Four (4)

Way Test for Manila Rotarians
to renew their commitment

to the Rotary movement.



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

President Chito Zaldarriaga, as Proposer, introduces inductee
Evaristo G. Vasquez Jr., President of J. Vazco Co., Inc.

PDG Obet Pagdanganan
conducts the charging

of new member.
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President Chito Zaldarriaga
administers the oath of

membership to the new member.

President Chito Zaldarriaga
delivers his message during

his President’s Time.

STAR Rtn. Senen Mangalile introduces Guest
Speaker Atty. Ma. Rowena Amelia V. Guanzon,

Commissioner, Commission on Elections
(COMELEC) (Ret.), Commissioner, Commission on

Audit (COA) (2013-2015), Professorial Lecturer,
University of the Philippines College of Law,

Mayor, Cadiz City, Negros Occidental (1986-1992). 



THE WEEK 

THAT WAS

President Chito Zaldarriaga and
Programs Committee Chairman
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra present the
Certificate of Appreciation, attested by
VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu, which
was presented by IAT/AT PJ Garcia to
Atty. Ma. Rowena Amelia V. Guanzon,
Commissioner, Commission on
Elections (COMELEC) (Ret.),
Commissioner, Commission on Audit
(COA) (2013-2015), Professorial
Lecturer, University of the Philippines
College of Law, Mayor, Cadiz City,
Negros Occidental (1986-1992).

President Chito Zaldarriaga
delivers his closing remarks
and thereafter, adjourns the
meeting.

An open forum immediately followed right after the talk of Guest Speaker Atty.
Ma. Rowena Amelia V. Guanzon, Commissioner, Commission on Elections
(COMELEC) (Ret.), Commissioner, Commission on Audit (COA) (2013-2015),
Professorial Lecturer, University of the Philippines College of Law, Mayor,
Cadiz City, Negros Occidental (1986-1992). Among those who participated in
the open forum were STAR Rtn. Raoul Creencia, PD Beda Fajardo, DE/IPD
Hans Palacios, President Chito Zaldarriaga and PD Nick Locsin.
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Guest Speaker Atty. Ma. Rowena Amelia V.
Guanzon, Commissioner, Commission on
Elections (COMELEC) (Ret.), Commissioner,
Commission on Audit (COA) (2013-2015),
Professorial Lecturer, University of the
Philippines College of Law, Mayor, Cadiz City,
Negros Occidental (1986-1992) delivers her
talk.



CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

Dear Fellow Rotarians,

As doors begin to open, both for education and travel with, hopefully, the
beginning of the end of the global pandemic, it is, but fitting to bring fore the
campaign for the Rotary International Convention 2022 through the Chairman of
the On to Houston 2022 of Rotary District 3810, our very own PDG VICENTE
“VINCE” CARLOS as we likewise conduct a parallel campaign for the Dualtech
Scholarship Program through Chairman DDCC/IPP ROBERT “BOBBY” L. JOSEPH JR.
and Co-Chairman STAR Rtn. ANTON MAURICIO.

Support the parallel campaigns as the country begins to open up and be seen,
today, 12:30 PM, February 17.

Very truly yours,

PE/PVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
Programs Committee Chairman
RY 2021-2022

From the Programs Committee
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2021-2022
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2021-2022

(As of February 16, 2022, 11:00 AM)
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

The Membership Committee
of the Rotary Club of Manila Holds Meeting

The Membership Committee of the Rotary Club of Manila held a meeting last
February 10, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform to conduct interview with prospective
members, Francis Dolojan, Managing Director, Leverage-Ph and Atty. Jose Paolo
Magpale, Senior Vice President of BDO Unibank. Present were Chairman PVP Fausto
Preysler, Co-Chairman PT Lito Sibayan, PDG Vince Carlos, DE/Treasurer Jujut
Enriquez, VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu, AS Henry Go and ES Anna Kun Toledo. Also
present were DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and
Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra and
PDG Rudy Bediones.
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

The Membership Committee
of the Rotary Club of Manila Meets Anew

The Membership Committee of the Rotary Club of Manila held another
meeting last February 16, 2022. Present were Chairman PVP Fausto Preysler Jr.,
Co-Chairman PT Lito Sibayan and members, PDG Vince Carlos, PP Susing
Pineda and PD Art Lopez. Also present were AS Henry Go and ES Anna Kun
Toledo.
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION/
RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC.

25Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

Rotary Club of Manila
and RCManila Foundation, Inc.

Hire New Personnel

balita   February 17, 2022



RCMANILA 
FOUNDATION, INC.
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RCManila Foundation, Inc. Extends
PHP 300,000 Financial Assistance

to Open Heart Surgery
of Kit Andrew Sangalang

The RCManila Foundation, Inc. extended financial assistance to a
two-year old boy, named Kit Andrew Sangalang for his open heart
surgery. This patient was referred by Rotarians from the Rotary
Club of Intramuros Manila. 



RCMANILA 
FOUNDATION, INC.
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RCManila Foundation, Inc. Extends
PHP 300,000 Financial Assistance

to Open Heart Surgery
of Kit Andrew Sangalang

Below are the letters of gratitude:



RCMANILA 
FOUNDATION, INC.

The Board of Trustees of the RCManila
Foundation, Inc. Holds Special Meeting

The Board of Trustees of the RCManila Foundation, Inc. held a meeting last
February 11, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform to review the comments of the
Philippine Council for NGO Certification (PCNC) where RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Executive Director Caridad Basila presented the comments and recommendations
of the PCNC evaluators. Present from the Board of Trustees were RCManila
Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee
Chairman PE/PVPHermie Esguerra, RCManila Foundation, Inc. President and
Rotary Club of Manila PP Susing Pineda, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee and
Rotary Club of Manila President Chito Zaldarriaga, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila DGND Jackie Rodriguez, RCManila Foundation,
Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila IPD Celso Abastillas, RCManila Foundation,
Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila PD Beda Fajardo, RCManila Foundation,
Inc. Chairman-Elect, Treasurer/Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila PD Pepo Nuñez,
RCManila Foundation, Inc. President-Elect/Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila PT
Lito Sibayan and RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila Dir.
Amading Valdez and RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee-Elect, Assistant Treasurer
and Rotary Club of Manila VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu. Also present were
RCManila Foundation, Inc. ED Caridad Basila and Rotary Club of Manila ES Anna
Kun Toledo.
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July 1, 2021

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 
 
An Opportunity has now opened doors for
our club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club. With
only US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution,
you can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

We have members who have risen to donor
levels that have earned them significant point
values. Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie
Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, PVP Hermie
Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet
Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness
to share the points they have earned to allow
Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul
Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution
of US$ 500.00 instead of the regular  US$
1,000.00. 

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling
in www.rotary.org using your R.I.
Identification Number. Once enrolled, you are
allowed to learn Rotary, increase your circle
of friendship and contribute conveniently
using the website. 
 
We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of
service-oriented people who believe that our
congregation is a means to share our
blessings to the less fortunate communities
globally. The Rotary Foundation is the funding
arm of global humanitarian undertakings of
Rotary International. It was formally named in
1917 and the first trustees were appointed
after Rotary International President Arch
Klumph proposed for the establishment of an
endowment for the purpose of doing good in
the world. The first grant of US$ 500
benefitted the International Society for
Crippled Children (Easter Seals). History
marks the milestone projects of The Rotary
Foundation     such      a     scholarship         for 

international graduate study, the elimination
of Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World
Peace Forum, among others.  Under the
Rotary’s 7 Areas of Service Focus, namely,
Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution,
Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water and
Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic
Education and Literacy, Economic and
Community Development and lastly,
Supporting the Environment, Rotary
International and The Rotary Foundation have
made themselves relevant to developing
communities globally.

All these services would not have been made
possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,
who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become
members of The Rotary Foundation through a
minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  

We are currently working on Global Grants and
District Grants. Your contribution will
significantly improve the community living of
our target beneficiaries.
 
For any assistance, please feel free to contact
me.  

Yours in the service of Rotary, 

ROMEO THADDEUS R. LIAMZON  
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation
Director
RY 2021-2022 

Noted by:

FELIX FRANCISCO S. ZALDARRIAGA 
President
RY 2021-2022

Appeal for Paul Harris Fellows

THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

http://www.rotary.org/


THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

This is to announce a call for Global Grant Proposals for Rotary Year 2021-2022.
See the fruition of your donations to The Rotary Foundation as you witness
sustainable service projects unfold that would define the existence of Asia’s First
Rotary Club.

For queries, please get in touch with the Secretariat and/or the undersigned.

Yours in Rotary service,

ROMEO THADDEUS “THAD” R. LIAMZON
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation Committee
Director
RY 2021-2022

Calling for Proposals for Global Grants
for RY 2021-2022

30Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   February 17, 2022



SUPPORTING THE

ENVIRONMENT
DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph Sponsors

Two Reef Buds in the Environmental Project
of Rotary Club of Manila Kalaw

DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph supported the environmental project of the Rotary Club
of Manila Kalaw by donating two (2) reef buds last February 6, 2022.

6 February 20226 February 2022
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DISEASE PREVENTION AND 

TREATMENT
Final Report of Super Typhoon Odette
Medical Missions in Negros Oriental

from DE/PD Raffy Alunan
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DISEASE PREVENTION AND 

TREATMENT
Final Report of Super Typhoon Odette
Medical Missions in Negros Oriental

from DE/PD Raffy Alunan
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COGS IN THE WHEEL
INTERCLUB RELATIONS/
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DGND Jackie Rodriguez is Speaker
at the Handover, Induction and Charter

Anniversary of the Rotary Club of Manila
Espiritu Santo Tayuman

DGND Jackie Rodriguez was Speaker
during the Handover, Induction and
Charter Anniversary of the Rotary Club of
Manila Espiritu Santo Tayuman last
February 8, 2022 at The Heritage Hotel
Manila in Pasay City and through the
Zoom virtual platform.



COGS IN THE WHEEL
INTERCLUB RELATIONS/
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DGND Jackie Rodriguez is Speaker
at the Handover, Induction and Charter

Anniversary of the Rotary Club of Manila
Espiritu Santo Tayuman



COGS 
IN THE WHEEL

DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph is Co-Host
of “Sa Ganang Mamamayan” 

DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph was the Guest Co-Host on the program, “Sa Ganang
Mamamayan” which was streamed live on Net 25 TV/Radyo last February 10, 2022.
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COGS 
IN THE WHEEL
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Rotary Club of Manila Receives
Early Achiever 2021-2022

Rotary Citation Award

The Rotary Club of Manila received the Early Achiever 2021-2022 Rotary
Citation Award last February 14, 2022 during the Eighth (8th) Area
Meeting held via Zoom virtual platform.



FELLOWSHIP

Rotary Club of Manila
Disaster Relief Operations Task Force

Holds Testimonial Fellowship
for Both Task Force Members
and Philippine Coast Guard  

Hosted by STAR Rtn. Rami Chahwan

STAR Rtn. Rami Chahwan hosted a Testimonial Fellowship for the Rotary
Club of Manila Disaster Relief Operations Task Force and the Philippine
Coast Guard last February 15, 2022 at The Wine Museum Hotel and
Restaurant in Pasay City. Present were STAR Rtn. Lance Tan,
ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, STAR Rtn. Xavy Zialcita, STAR Rtn. Rami
Chahwan (host), ISAA Nagi Zeitouni, STAR Rtn. Josh Aragon, DGE Joyce
Michelle Socorro Ambray, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Rotary
Club of Manila PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra, Disaster Relief Operations
Committee Chairman IAS Mike Albaña, DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph, Philippine
Coast Guard Commander Rosendo Abinoja III, STAR Rtn. Teddy Tee Jr. and
five other members of the Philippine Coast Guard. Also present were
members of the Rotary Club of Manila Secretariat, RCManila Foundation,
Inc. EA Sol Troniado-Encarnacion, ES Anna Kun Toledo, Bookkeeper Cyrill
Banda and Fund Coordinator Grace Aquino-Montes.
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VOCATIONAL

SERVICE
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Rotary Club of Manila TOWER Awards
Committee Holds Update Meeting

THE OUTSTANDING WORKERS OF THE REPUBLIC (TOWER) Awards 2022 held
a meeting last February 15, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform to review the
revised nomination form before it is presented to the general membership
of the People Management Association of the Philippines (PMAP) as the soft
launching of the TOWER Awards 2022. Present were RCManila Foundation,
Inc. President and TOWER Awards 2022 Chairman PP Susing Pineda,
President Chito Zaldarriaga, PMAP Executive Director Rene Gener, Dir.
Amading Valdez, PP Teddy Ocampo, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman
and Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie
Esguerra, PMAP Associate Dette Tan and ES Anna Kun Toledo.
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INTERNATIONAL 

SERVICE



ROTARY 
INFORMATION

Source: www.rotary.org
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 Straight from
the Horse's Mouth

by Vice President-Elect/Club Secretary
Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu

Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022

THE LOWDOWN FROM U.P.’S LEGAL LITERATI. 
“I prefer to focus on finding, in this University, a common ground, a clearing — a safe, free,

and congenial space within which its constituents can teach, study, and work productively to
their full potential. U.P. must be that special place within which it should still be possible —

despite all divisions and distractions — to work together with the University’s and the nation’s
strategic interests in mind.” — University of the Philippines President Danilo L. Concepcion

From his heady days as an academic
achiever, President DaniCon has since
embraced a culture of excellence
throughout his life. He graduated with a
degree in Agricultural Engineering, Summa
Cum laude, from the De La Salle Araneta
University in 1979. He obtained his LL.B.
from the UP College of Law in 1983 with
Cum Laude honors and his LL.M. from the
University of London in 1986 as a
Chevening Scholar. A student leader, he
was elected member of the Batasang
Pambansa in 1978 and served until 1984
as a representative of the youth sector. He
also served in various capacities for the
government including his appointment as
Associate Commissioner of the Securities
and Exchange Commission (1996-2000),
and Chief-of-Staff of the Office of the
Presidential Legal Counsel (1996), among
others. He was later appointed as
President of the De La Salle Araneta
University from 2000-2002 before
returning to University of the Philippines
Diliman to teach at the College of Law.

Delighted to finally meet the
accomplished agriculture ace-turned-
legendary legal luminary-turned-adroit
academician; none other than the multi-
hypenate Danilo L. Concepcion, better
known by his moniker, “DaniCon,” at the
Rotary Club of Manila’s General
Membership Meeting where he was the
guest-of-honor and speaker. To the man
with whom the mantle of leadership of
the University of the Philippines (U.P.) was
passed on as its 21st president, assuming
the national university’s highest post is
likely to be the highlight of his life’s work.
Following an illustrious career as a lawyer,
a youth leader and an academic, President
DaniCon realizes that this singular honor
of leading the country’s premier state
university carries with it not only the
challenge to showcase the best of the
Filipino people, but also the obligation to
work for the betterment of the Filipino
nation; indeed, being U.P. President is the
capstone of a lifetime of aspiration to
serve his country and people.

OTHER 

MATTERS
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With a vision to lead U.P. in fulfilling
service that is true to its slogan, “honor
and excellence,” but more importantly
with compassion, President DaniCon
commenced his term with a determined
effort to include “malasakit” as his
administration’s core virtue. Just two years
into his presidency, he managed to raise
the bar of academic excellence with
prudent management of public resources
and raising funds from generous donor-
alumni. To date, U.P. is now the fourth
best university in Southeast Asia, surging
past six higher education institutions in
the region in the latest Asian university
rankings released by London-based Times
Higher Education for 2018. Moreover,
from 156th last year, the University
jumped 61 places in the latest rankings of
over 400 universities in Asia, entering the
top 100 for the first time at 95th place.
Under President DaniCon's leadership,
U.P. currently ranks among the top 150
universities in the world for English
language and literature and in the top 250
faculties around the world for social
sciences and management.

Of course, heading a university that had
come to represent the greatest intellectual
activity of the nation and to where the best
young Filipinos have annually flocked to
avail of quality professional training
offered nowhere else in the country was
not  without its share of controversies:  his

 Straight from
the Horse's Mouth

by Vice President-Elect/Club Secretary
Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu

Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022
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OTHER 

MATTERS

 promulgation involving the recent cases of
intellectual dishonesty among two
graduating students; the U.P. Board of
Regents’ alleged eschewing of “due process”
involving the most current appointment of
deans in two colleges; and the “LonsiLeaks”
scandal where a series of utterly deplorable
misogynistic chat messages involving
members of his fraternity were leaked on-
line, among others.

Yet, it has been said that the acts of great
leaders loom larger in retrospect; in
President DaniCon’s case, despite having
manifested great leadership throughout his
yet-to-be-completed tenure, his most
defining moments — which should
command our respect and admiration — are
yet to come. At the end of the day, his hopes
and fears, mundane and otherwise, will
always have some undefinable resonance in
the consciousness of anyone who has some
feeling for U.P. through his capacity to
inspire, motivate and persuade.

And whether he will have succeeded in
breaking new ground — introducing reform
in differing fashion that brooked no dissent;
breaking with tradition in pursuit of his
goals; attempting to comb out the
complexity of existing procedures of half-
way measures; or mobilizing democratic
energies and faith against higher authority
or odds of crushing complexity — it will no
longer matter.
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For simply having the courage to translate his vision for the University, President DaniCon
has already written himself in its history as a public hero who had an instinct for the future
of U.P. and the national purpose. Since his days as a member of the UP Diliman College of
Law faculty where he served as Dean (2011-2017), as Associate Dean (2002-2006), as Head of
the UP Law Center (2002-2006), as the Vice President for Legal Affairs and the UP BGC
Campus’ Executive Director, he has already demonstrated steadfastness, creativity and
resourcefulness, fetching humanity, humility and forbearance, but also indomitable courage
and integrity, never pandering to his myriad of critics or to the opposition.

And for all his accomplishments,
President DaniCon has kept his self-
effacing countenance and light-
hearted sense of humor largely
intact. Chided by a Rotarian-Atenean
during a Question-and-Answer
portion of his talk about the UP
Fighting Maroons' most gleaming
exclusion from the final round of this
year’s UAAP Basketball Tournament,
he deadpanned with a hilarious quip:
“I am not bothered by U.P.’s
exclusion from this year’s finals; after
all, as with all bright students, they
are normally exempted from the
finals.”

And, for a fellow U.P. alumnus like
me, this is what makes President
DaniCon especially endearing.
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