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As the global pandemic continues to mutate and wreak havoc on the world
we live in, travel has become much restricted and consequently, the hotel
industry has taken a direct hit by a storm it never knew. Let's get the facts
straight from our very own foremost hotelier and his prognosis on the
state of the hotel industry as it tries to gasp the fresh air of positivity on the
road to recovery while he makes a sentimental appearance at Asia's First
Rotary Club. Likewise, a community needs assessment situationer from the
District 3860 Governor on the needs of the Super Typhoon Odette victims
brings the club back to its proverbial role in Service Above Self.
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Invocation and Special Prayers 
for healing and speedy recovery of PP Babes Reyes,
PP Cesar Ubaldo,  Dir. Thad Liamzon and all
members affected by CoVid-19                         

Philippine National Anthem

RCM Hymn

Philippine Rotary Hymn

The Rotarian Pledge

The Four (4) Way Test 

Welcome Song 

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

Zoom Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2021-2022

Thursday, January 27, 2022, 12:30 PM

Registration and Zoom In
Program Moderator/Facilitator/Chika Talk  

12:25 PM  Presentation of Meeting Protocol/
Zoom Meeting House Rules

12:30 PM                   Call to Order

AVP of RCM Members

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP 

STAR Rtn. Jet Ledda 

STAR Rtn. Teddy Kalaw IV 

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

12:00 PM                   
VP Farid Schoucair

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

STAR Rtn. Teng Catalan

03Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

Part I

balita   January 27, 2022

January 21         Rtn. Butch Alcantara
January 22         STAR Rtn. Jop Esquivias    
January 23         Rtn. Butch Campos                                  

Maligayang Bati 

Happy Birthday Song    

Project Update

An Update on Super Typhoon Odette Affected Areas   

 

President’s Time                                                          

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of Birthday Celebrants

DG Anna Louisa Bumagat
Rotary International District 3860

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

January 24         PD Abe Pascual 
January 27         Rtn. Danny Go
                            PP Babes Reyes

1:00 PM                   



  ARTHUR “ART” M. LOPEZ
Owner and Principal Consultant

AML Hotel Consultancy
President, Philippine Hotel Owners Association

Life Member, Hotel and Restaurant Association of the Philippines (HRAP)
Director, Rotary Club of Manila, RY 2016-2017 and RY 2017-2018

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra                              
Programs Committee Chairman

Attested by:
VPE/Sec. Reggie Yu

Response and Meeting Adjournment2:00 PM                   Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga 

Open Forum 

Part II

Introduction of Classification Talk Speaker1:15 PM                   PVP Fausto Preysler Jr.

Address: 
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Fort Bonifacio
Davao City
Boracay
Bohol

Bellevue Bohol Resort
Bellevue Hotel Manila
B Hotel Manila
B Hotel Quezon City

ARTHUR M. LOPEZ is the Owner and Principal Consultant of AML Hotel Consultancy that was
established in 2001. It is a single proprietorship specializing in all aspects of hotel design,
technical services and management that covers feasibility study, pre and post hotel opening
management, asset management, owner’s representative, third party management, casino
design, and branding.

Current Clients/Business Affiliations:

Hotel projects currently under construction and/or development:

Azumar Siargao Resort (5-Star hotel) — Pre Opening Consultant/Technical Services, 
     Design Development/Management

Hotel 101 Management Corp/Hotel of Asia Inc. — Corporate Consultant

Project Locations:

Wyndham Garden Westborough Silang, Cavite - Pre-opening Consultant, Technical
Services/Design Development/Management

Hotel Management Consultant and Director of Bellevue Hotels and Resorts

Chairman, Acesite Philippines Hotel Corporation (PSE listed), owner of Manila Waterfront Hotel
and Casino

Chairman, Philippine Estates Corporation (PSE listed)

Vice Chairman, Waterfront Hotel and Casinos

President, Philippine Hotel Owners Association, Inc. (PHOAI)
PHOAI was founded in 1977 by a group of hotel owners. It is now the largest private group of
hotel owners and investors with membership of over 303 hotels (219 operating, 84 under
development). PHOAI represents the hotel industry in matters covering government policies,
laws, rules and regulations that are affecting the hotel and tourism industry.
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Mactan
Libis
Manila
Palawan



Design Development, Technical Services and Management Consultant - Emerald Hotel &
Casino, Mactan, Cebu
Pre-Development Consultant of Metro Bank's Grand Hyatt project, BGC
Hotel Adviser, Cathay International Resources, (Federal Land/Metrobank), Owner of Marco
Polo Cebu and Grand Hyatt
Principal Consultant Pre-Opening Technical Services and Design Development - Solaire
Hotel and Casino.
Regional Director, CCA (Club Corporation), Hong Kong and London.
General Manager, Westin Philippine Plaza
Pre-Opening Management Consultant, Bellevue Hotel, Ginza, Japan
Country Manager Philippines, ITT Sheraton
Project Consultant, Ekran Berhad, Malaysia and in Iran
Owner’s Hotel Management Consultant, Sheraton Hotels in Kuching and Langkawi,
Malaysia and the Four Points Hotel in Langkawi, Malaysia
Hotel Consultant, Rarotongan Beach Resort & Spa, Cook Islands
Hotel Consultant, Aitutaki Lagoon Resort & Spa, Cook Islands
Country Representative of Caesar’s Palace Las Vegas in the Philippines
Vice President, ITT Sheraton Boston
General Manager, Sheraton Towers Melbourne, Australia
General Manager, Sheraton Darwin, Northern Territory, Australia
Sheraton Area Manager, Northern Territory - Sheraton Darwin Hotel, Sheraton Ayers Rock,
Sheraton Alice Springs, Australia
Hotel Manager, Sheraton Auckland, New Zealand
Resident Manager, Century Park Sheraton, Philippines
Director of Sales and Marketing, Manila Hilton, Philippines

Arthur held several positions and consultancies:

Education

Bachelor of Science degree in Commerce, major in Management.
Master’s degree in Business Administration (MBA).
University of Santo Tomas

PROFILE OF PD ART LOPEZ
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1983. Outstanding Alumnus. University of Santo Tomas.

1990. Best Practice in Total Quality Management (TQM) and Enterprise Agreement. This
Agreement, first time ever in Australia, was signed among Sheraton Towers Melbourne, the
National Labor Union of Australia and the Australian Federal Government. The award was
personally given by the Australian Prime Minister Paul Keating.

The Enterprise Agreement (Collective Bargaining Agreement) became the benchmark that
was adopted throughout Australia by Labor and other various industries. The TQM model is
still being used today.

2000. St Antoninus of Florence Award - “for global excellence in the field of Hotel
Management”. University of Santo Tomas Graduate School and the UST Graduate School
Alumni Association.
2004. Most Outstanding Ruby Jubilarian (High School). Ateneo de Zamboanga University,
Zamboanga City, Mindanao, Philippines.

2013. Certificate of Recognition in the field of Business Management. “In grateful
appreciation for giving pride, honor and prestige to the UST College Alumni Foundation as
well as living the true Thomasian legacy”.

Member, Manila Polo Club
Board of Governor, Manila Overseas Press Club (MOPC)
Member, Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PCCI)
Member, Employers Confederation of the Philippines (ECOP)
Member, East West Center Alumni Association, University of Hawaii, Honolulu, Hawaii.
Life Member, Hotel and Restaurant Association of the Philippines (HRAP)
Member, Philippine Constitution Association (Philconsa)
Member, Rotary Club of Manila

Awards

Civic and Social Organizations
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Greetings Fellow RCM brothers!

As we observe the OMICRON numbers going down, I hope everyone is safe and well as
you read this.

Nowadays, it is almost rare that one does NOT have a CoVid case within the family.
Thankfully, this strain is, by and large, not as deadly – but still, we should all take extra
care. Booster shots are the order of the day and masks as well as physical distancing
should still be the norm.

We have gone through the process of launching the 2nd wave of our Super Typhoon
Odette Fundraising, this time through the mechanism of coursing the donations
through the RCManila Foundation, Inc. As chartered, the funds raised by the
Foundation is vetted and passed on to the Rotary Club of Manila as the implementing
arm of the project. This is how it was envisioned and this is the way it is happening.

We will have an update from District Governor Anna Bumagat of Rotary International
District 3860 who has been closely coordinating with our own RCManila Foundation,
Inc. Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra and Disaster Relief Operations Committee
Chairman IAS Mike Albaña for the on-the-ground logistic details for providing Super
Typhoon Odette Rotary families. This time, potable drinking water as well as shelter
assistance are being made available.

Our own debonaire PD Arthur “Art” M. Lopez is going to share with us the real status of
the Hotel Industry. He is the current President of the Philippine Hotel Owners
Association. Let us hope his talk will give us an insightful insider’s view as to how the
industry is doing and what measures the players are taking to ride out this very very
rough ride.

Stay well my dear brothers, may God continue to protect and bless us all!

Humbly yours in Rotary,

FSZ

Felix Francisco S. Zaldarriaga
President
RY 2021-2022

08Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   January 27, 2022



THE WEEK THAT WAS

The Rotary Club of Manila Audiovisual
Presentation of the Philippine National Anthem

President Chito Zaldarriaga
calls the meeting to order. 

STAR Rtn. Raoul Creencia, as Program
Moderator/ Facilitator, calls the day’s

sequential order of activities.

The World Famous Music Chorale Audiovisual Presentation of the
RC Manila Hymn and the singing of the Philippine Rotary Hymn

AS Henry Go delivers
an Invocation and Special Prayer.
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THE WEEK THAT WAS

STAR Rtn. Raoul Creencia, Program Moderator/Facilitator, acknowledges the week’s
birthday celebrants, namely, STAR Rtn. Kentaro Shigei, Rtn. Matt Chiogioji, STAR Rtn.

Anton Mauricio, STAR Rtn. Tony Meloto, STAR Rtn. John Bautista Jr., Rtn. Butch Tamayo
and Rtn. Rocco Sarmiento, which was followed by an audiovisual presentation of the

World Famous Music Chorale singing the happy birthday song.

STAR Rtn. Brendon Yujuico recites the Rotarian Pledge
as a perfect prelude in fostering and strengthening ties

amongst fellow Rotarians by way of reinforcing their
resolve in furtherance of Service Above Self.

 The World Famous Music Chorale
singing the Welcome Song

STAR Rtn. Raoul Creencia, Program
Moderator/Facilitator, acknowledges

visiting Rotarians and guests.

IS Edwin Hernandez leads
the recitation of the Four (4) Way Test

for Manila Rotarians to renew their
commitment to the Rotary movement.
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THE WEEK THAT WAS

Guest Speaker Enrique “Eric” A. Tayag, M.D., PHSAE, FPSMID, CESO III, Former
Assistant Secretary, Former Spokesperson, Former Director IV, Epidemiology
Bureau, Department of Health, Republic of the Philippines, Past President,
Philippine Society for Microbiology and Infectious Disease, Past President,
Philippine Foundation for Vaccination, Inc., Executive Vice President, National
Union of Career Executive Service Officers, Inc. (NUCESO), President, Rotary
Club of Manila 101, RY 2017-2018 and RY 2018-2019, Assistant Governor, RY
2019-2020 and RY 2020-2021 and Chairperson, CoVid-19 Prevention and
Awareness Committee, RY 2021-2022, Rotary District 3810, delivers his talk.

President Chito Zaldarriaga
delivers his message during

his President’s Time.
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ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday introduces Guest
Speaker Enrique “Eric” A. Tayag, M.D., PHSAE, FPSMID,
CESO III, Former Assistant Secretary, Former
Spokesperson, Former Director IV, Epidemiology
Bureau, Department of Health, Republic of the
Philippines, Past President, Philippine Society for
Microbiology and Infectious Disease, Past President,
Philippine Foundation for Vaccination, Inc., Executive
Vice President, National Union of Career Executive
Service Officers, Inc. (NUCESO), President, Rotary Club
of Manila 101, RY 2017-2018 and RY 2018-2019,
Assistant Governor, RY 2019-2020 and RY 2020-2021
and Chairperson, CoVid-19 Prevention and Awareness
Committee, RY 2021-2022, Rotary District 3810.



THE WEEK THAT WAS
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An open forum immediately followed right after the talk of Guest Speaker
Enrique “Eric” A. Tayag, M.D., PHSAE, FPSMID, CESO III, Former Assistant
Secretary, Former Spokesperson, Former Director IV, Epidemiology Bureau,
Department of Health, Republic of the Philippines, Past President,
Philippine Society for Microbiology and Infectious Disease, Past President,
Philippine Foundation for Vaccination, Inc., Executive Vice President,
National Union of Career Executive Service Officers, Inc. (NUCESO),
President, Rotary Club of Manila 101, RY 2017-2018 and RY 2018-2019,
Assistant Governor, RY 2019-2020 and RY 2020-2021 and Chairperson,
CoVid-19 Prevention and Awareness Committee, RY 2021-2022, Rotary
District 3810. Among those who participated in the open forum were President
Chito Zaldarriaga, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman PE/PVP Hermie
Esguerra, STAR Rtn. Nico Souvlakis, Rtn. Nando Camus, Rtn. Willie Peliño,
PD Nick Locsin and DE/IPD Hans Palacios.



THE WEEK THAT WAS

President Chito Zaldarriaga
delivers his message during his
President’s Time.

President Chito Zaldarriaga and Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie
Esguerra present the Certificate of Appreciation, attested by VPE/Club Secretary
Reggie Yu, to Guest Speaker Enrique “Eric” A. Tayag, M.D., PHSAE, FPSMID, CESO
III, Former Assistant Secretary, Former Spokesperson, Former Director IV,
Epidemiology Bureau, Department of Health, Republic of the Philippines, Past
President, Philippine Society for Microbiology and Infectious Disease, Past
President, Philippine Foundation for Vaccination, Inc., Executive Vice President,
National Union of Career Executive Service Officers, Inc. (NUCESO), President,
Rotary Club of Manila 101, RY 2017-2018 and RY 2018-2019, Assistant Governor, RY
2019-2020 and RY 2020-2021 and Chairperson, CoVid-19 Prevention and
Awareness Committee, RY 2021-2022, Rotary District 3810.
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Dear Fellow Rotarians, 

With restrictions in travel brought about by the onslaught of the global pandemic,
the hospitality industry has taken a huge blow for nearly three years and by the
looks of things, two more years seem to recover. 

Let us make time to meet in virtual fellowship to listen to our very own

Past Director Arthur “Art” M. Lopez 
President, Philippine Hotel Federation, Inc. 

Likewise, District Governor Anna Bumagat of Rotary International District 3860 to
give us a fresh update on the damage caused by the onslaught of Super Typhoon
Odette and to give us the direction on how to send significant assistance for the
most ravaged areas in Dinagat Island and Bohol Province.

It’s hospitality appreciation haven, today, 12:30 PM, January 27.

Very truly yours,

PE/PVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
Programs Committee Chairman
RY 2021-2022

From the Programs Committee

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2021-2022
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022

(As of January 26, 2022, 11:00 AM)

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

(As of January 26, 2022, 11:00 AM)
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

(As of January 26, 2022, 11:00 AM)

18Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   January 27, 2022



List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

(As of January 26, 2022, 11:00 AM)
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The Board of Trustees of the RCManila Foundation,
Inc. Holds Meeting on Approval of Transfer of Second
Tranche of Super Typhoon Odette Relief Operations

Funds to Rotary Club of Manila and the Memorandum
of Understanding Between RCManila Foundation, Inc.

and the Rotary Club of Manila

RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC.

The Board of Trustees of the RCManila Foundation, Inc. held a meeting last January 26, 2022
via Zoom virtual platform. Present were RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Rotary
Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra, RCManila
Foundation, Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila PD Beda Fajardo, RCManila Foundation,
Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila VP Farid Schoucair, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Trustee and Rotary District 3810 DGND Jackie Rodriguez, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Assistant Treasurer and Rotary Club of Manila VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu, RCManila
Foundation, Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila Dir. Amading Valdez, RCManila
Foundation, Inc. Consultant Caridad Basila, Rotary Club of Manila ES Anna Kun Toledo and
RCManila Foundation, Inc. EA Sol Troniado-Encarnacion. The agenda of the meeting
included the approval of transfer of the second tranche of Super Typhoon Odette Relief
Operations Funds to Rotary Club of Manila and the Memorandum of Understanding
between RCManila Foundation, Inc. and the Rotary Club of Manila.
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July 1, 2021

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 
 
An Opportunity has now opened doors for
our club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club. With
only US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution,
you can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

We have members who have risen to donor
levels that have earned them significant point
values. Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie
Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, PVP Hermie
Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet
Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness
to share the points they have earned to allow
Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul
Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution
of US$ 500.00 instead of the regular  US$
1,000.00. 

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling
in www.rotary.org using your R.I.
Identification Number. Once enrolled, you are
allowed to learn Rotary, increase your circle
of friendship and contribute conveniently
using the website. 
 
We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of
service-oriented people who believe that our
congregation is a means to share our
blessings to the less fortunate communities
globally. The Rotary Foundation is the funding
arm of global humanitarian undertakings of
Rotary International. It was formally named in
1917 and the first trustees were appointed
after Rotary International President Arch
Klumph proposed for the establishment of an
endowment for the purpose of doing good in
the world. The first grant of US$ 500
benefitted the International Society for
Crippled Children (Easter Seals). History
marks the milestone projects of The Rotary
Foundation     such      a     scholarship         for 

international graduate study, the elimination
of Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World
Peace Forum, among others.  Under the
Rotary’s 7 Areas of Service Focus, namely,
Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution,
Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water and
Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic
Education and Literacy, Economic and
Community Development and lastly,
Supporting the Environment, Rotary
International and The Rotary Foundation have
made themselves relevant to developing
communities globally.

All these services would not have been made
possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,
who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become
members of The Rotary Foundation through a
minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  

We are currently working on Global Grants and
District Grants. Your contribution will
significantly improve the community living of
our target beneficiaries.
 
For any assistance, please feel free to contact
me.  

Yours in the service of Rotary, 

ROMEO THADDEUS R. LIAMZON  
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation
Director
RY 2021-2022 

Noted by:

FELIX FRANCISCO S. ZALDARRIAGA 
President
RY 2021-2022

Appeal for Paul Harris Fellows

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION

http://www.rotary.org/


Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

This is to announce a call for Global Grant Proposals
for Rotary Year 2021-2022. See the fruition of your
donations to The Rotary Foundation as you witness
sustainable service projects unfold that would
define the existence of Asia’s First Rotary Club.

For queries, please get in touch with the Secretariat
and/or the undersigned.

Yours in Rotary service,

ROMEO THADDEUS “THAD” R. LIAMZON
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation Committee
Director
RY 2021-2022

Calling for Proposals for Global Grants
for RY 2021-2022

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION
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COMMUNITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Rotary Club of Manila
Holds Pili Project Meeting
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Manila Rotarians held a meeting with Pili Project proponents last January 20, 2022
via Zoom virtual platform. Present were PD Phillip Ong, STAR Rtn. Anton Mauricio
and STAR Rtn. Inov Talusan.



COMMUNITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

DDDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph
is Sponsor of the “Bangon Bohol Project”

of the Rotary Club of Pasay Business District

DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph was a sponsor
in the “Bangon Bohol Project”

of the Rotary Club of Pasay Business District.
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DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph Donates
25 Jetmatic Water Hand Pumps
in “Patubig Sa Mindoro” Project

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE

DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph donated twenty-five (25) Jetmatic
Water Hand Pumps in the project, “Patubig Sa Mindoro”,
a district initiative chaired by TP Rolly Policarpio, where,
together with the Life Changing Presidents, the project
aims to install 120 Jetmatic Water Hand Pumps to several
areas in Occidental Mindoro which do not have direct
access to water. The target date of distribution will be
from February 16-19, 2022 and the cost of the pipes per
set is Php 2,000 each.
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Manila Rotarians Attend
“Spectacle: The Rotaract Club

of DLSU’s 23rd Induction
and 22nd Handover Ceremony" 

NEW GENERATIONS SERVICE

Manila Rotarians attended “Spectacle: The Rotaract Club of DLSU’s 23rd Induction
and 22nd Handover Ceremony last January 21, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform.
Present were President Chito Zaldarriaga, ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, PD Oscar
del Rosario and PVP Lance Masters.
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COGS IN THE WHEEL

ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday
is Keynote Speaker at the Rotaract Club

of DLSU Manila’s 23rd  Induction
and 22nd Handover Ceremony 

ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday was the Keynote Speaker at the Rotaract Club of
DLSU Manila’s 23rd Induction and 22nd Handover Ceremony held last January 21,
2022 via Zoom virtual platform. The topic of his speech was on “How to Execute
Rotary’s Areas of Focus in these Challenging Times”.
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COGS IN THE WHEEL

President Chito Zaldarriaga
is Inspirational Speaker at the Rotaract Club

of DLSU Manila’s 23rd Induction
and 22nd Handover Ceremony

President Chito Zaldarriaga was the Inspirational Speaker at the Rotaract Club
of DLSU Manila’s 23rd Induction and 22nd Handover Ceremony held last
January 21, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform. The topic of his speech was on “Life
Changing Experiences as a Rotarian during these Challenging Times”.
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COGS IN THE WHEEL

STAR Rtn. Paco Magsaysay was a
speaker at the Rotary Club of
Makati Weekly Membership
Meeting on the topic, “The Hidden
Connection of Carmen’s Best and
Rotary Club” last January 25, 2022
via Zoom virtual platform.

STAR Rtn. Paco Magsaysay is Speaker
at Rotary Club of Makati Weekly Membership

Meeting on “The Hidden Connection
of Carmen’s Best and Rotary Club”
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INTERNATIONAL SERVICE
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INTERNATIONAL SERVICE
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ROTARY INFORMATION

Source: www.rotary.org
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ROTARY INFORMATION

Source: www.rotary.org

33Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   January 27, 2022



ROTARY INFORMATION

Source: www.rotary.org
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ROTARY INFORMATION

Source: www.rotary.org
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ROTARY INFORMATION

Source: www.rotary.org
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ROTARY INFORMATION

Source: www.rotary.org
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OTHER MATTERS

 Straight from
the Horse's Mouth

by Vice President-Elect/Club Secretary
Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu

Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022

THE SON ALSO RISES. “Carve your name on hearts, not tombstones. A legacy is etched
into the minds of others and the stories they share about you.” ― Shannon Alder

However, a year after his dad retired in
1998 to run for the Philippine Senate,
Dodot also decided to leave professional
basketball at the age of 28 in 1999, to serve
as his dad’s Chief of Staff in the Senate for
six years. It was about this time that Dodot
married the love of his life, the ravishing
equestrienne Mikee Cojuangco with whom
they have three beautiful boys. 

After his dad’s retirement from politics,
Dodot dabbled in several entrepreneurial
ventures, as president of Shanahan,
Reonick, Le Calier, Inc.; president of
Asiacon Management Development
Corporation; president of team America
Sports, Inc.; and president of the Asian
Center for Foreign Languages, among
others. He also sat on the board of trustees
of his alma mater, Brent International
School, and was elected president of the
Brent International Alumni Association, as
well as served as director of the Rotary
Club of Valle Verde District 3800. 

In 2004, Dodot was elected as congressman
of the lone district of Pasig, defeating then-
incumbent congressman Noel "Toti" Cariño,
who would later become his party mate in
2006. Upon finishing his first congressional
term in 2007, he unsuccessfully ran for
Mayor of Pasig, having been defeated by
the incumbent Mayor's son, Robert
Eusebio. He ran under the political party
called Partido Pasigueño.

By acclamation, ROBERT VINCENT JUDE
JAWORSKI JR. ― fondly known as “Dodot” ―
was on track to follow his legendary dad’s
footsteps as the country’s greatest basketball
player of all time. With a height of 6’2, he
towered over his colleagues in the court as
he played center forward since high school
days at the Brent International School; then
later, at the Ateneo de Manila University’s
“Blue Eagles,” where he went on to complete
his Bachelor’s degree in Business
Management in 1995. 

But politics was a bigger calling for Dodot.
Right after his graduation, he was elected
councilor in the Municipality of San Juan at
the age of 23. 

He then dabbled in professional basketball in
an effort to follow his father’s footsteps;
having been later drafted by PBA Team
Ginebra San Miguel to join his father, then
playing coach Robert Jaworski. Together, they
won a championship together during the
1997 PBA Commissioner’s Cup, playing as the
Gordon’s Gin Boars. For four years, he played
for the Ginebra San Miguel team, being the
only father-and-son tandem of Philippine
basketball. A phenomenal athlete, Dodot was
gifted with a unique combination of
fundamental soundness, grace, speed,
power, artistry, improvisational ability and an
unquenchable competitive desire, and was
soon being eyed to replace his dad as the
rightful heir to claim his throne. 
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 Straight from
the Horse's Mouth

by Vice President-Elect/Club Secretary
Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu

Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022

Having been introduced to Dodot by a common friend, who got both of us to be his wedding
godfathers to his marriage, I found him to be genial and humble, especially for a person of
such high profile (literally and figuratively speaking). It was only then that I was pleasantly
surprised that he was making a political comeback, having recently been picked by Pasig
Mayor Vico Sotto as his vice mayoral candidate in the 2022 elections.

I believe that Mayor Vico ― and to the residents of the city for that matter ― will have a
strong workhorse with a passion for Pasig in the person on Dodot Jaworksi, who has
demonstrated, time and again, his being an invaluable gem in any team, whether on-or-off
court.

Good luck, my friend!  
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