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A fresh mandate beckons as we elect the new leaders of the
RCManila Foundation, Inc. for RY 2022-2023 and continue with
Vocational Service at its finest where law and publishing make a
perfect mix with Classification Talks set to make subtle
introductions a regular grind at Asia's First Rotary Club in ending
the year with a bang. 
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Invocation and Special Prayers 
for healing and speedy recovery of PP Cesar Ubaldo,
Dir. Thad Liamzon and PP Babes Reyes

Philippine National Anthem

Philippine Rotary Hymn

The Four (4) Way Test 

Zoom Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2021-2022

Thursday, December 9, 2021, 12:00 PM

Registration and Zoom In
Program Moderator/Facilitator/Chika Talk  

12:25 PM  Presentation of Meeting Protocol/
Zoom Meeting House Rules

12:30 PM                   Call to Order

AVP of RCM Members

AVP 

IAS Mike Albaña

12:00 PM                   
STAR Rtn. Marius Angara

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

DE/IPD Hans Palacios
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Announcement of RCManila Foundation, Inc.                            
Election Results for Board of Trustees for 
RY 2022-2023 

PP Teddy Ocampo
Chairman, Committee on Elections
RCManila Foundation, Inc.

President’s Time                                                                     Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga
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Presentation of Certificates of Appreciation Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra                              
Programs Committee Chairman

Attested by:
VPE/Sec. Reggie Yu

Response and Meeting Adjournment2:00 PM                   Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga 

Open Forum 

Zoom Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2021-2022

Thursday, December 9, 2021, 12:00 PM

STAR Rtn. RAOUL C. CREENCIA
Managing Partner
The Firm of Creencia Carillo and Velasco
Classification: Law Practice – Commercial Law

STAR Rtn. BERTEL INGMAR “INGY” BERTELSEN
Owner, Acquisitium-Insite Media
Classification: Printing and Publishing – Magazine Publishing

Part II
Classification Talks1:00 PM                   

balita   December 9, 2021



Atty. RAOUL C. Creencia is the Managing Partner of The Firm of Creencia Carillo and
Velasco (CCV), a legal consulting firm. He obtained his Bachelor of Arts Degree (Major in
Political Science) from the University of Santo Tomas. He later earned his Bachelor of Laws
degree from San Beda University, and pursued further studies in law at the University of
Sydney (Australia).

In 1996 to 2010, Atty. Creencia was engaged in private practice with his firm -- Creencia
Carillo and Baldovino Law Offices focusing on civil and corporate litigation, and corporate
advisory services. He also did litigation work and argued his cases in the Supreme Court.

At that time, he also taught Constitutional Law and Legal Ethics at the San Sebastian College
of Law. In 2006, he also began as a lecturer in the various MCLE (Mandatory Continuing Legal
Education) programs for lawyers. Today, he continues to be an MCLE lecturer, specifically on
the Build-Operate-Transfer Law and other Private-Public Partnership modalities. He also
went back to teach at the San Sebastian College of Law, handling Corporation Law, Insurance
Law, and Corporate Practice.

In October 2010, he was appointed Government Corporate Counsel (GCC) of the Office of the
Government Corporate Counsel (OGCC), and in such capacity served as the chief lawyer of all
government corporations and financial institutions of the country. Moreover, aside from
arguing the GOCC cases before the Court of Appeals and the Supreme Court, he also
handled mediation and arbitration hearings in New York, Singapore, and Hongkong. During
his five-year stint as GCC, he principally wrote and released the 2011 OGCC Implementing
Rules and Regulations, the 2012 OGCC Lawyers Manual, and the 2013 Handbook for GOCC
Lawyers. He also participated in crafting the 2013 NEDA Joint-Venture (JV) Guidelines.

He was also invited as a lecturer on corporate governance at the Development Academy of
the Philippines (DAP) and the Institute of Corporate Directors (ICD).

In 2016, he was appointed Undersecretary of the Department of Transportation (DOTr), and
was tasked to handle two important portfolios: legal affairs and procurement. As such, he
was heavily involved in the crafting and review of major concession agreements, and various
PPP (Public-Private Partnership) processes. He was also the DOTr representative to the
Government Procurement Policy Board (GPPB).

After his stint in government, Atty. Creencia is now back in private practice, with the same
Firm which he founded almost 25 years ago. He and his revitalized and expanded team now
handle various PPP and Government Procurement Projects in the water, power, waste
management, and infrastructure sectors, among others.

Atty. Creencia is a member of the Integrated Bar of the Philippines – Quezon City Chapter, as
well as the Philippine Bar Association.

PROFILE OF STAR RTN. RAOUL CREENCIA 
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The Firm of Creencia Carillo & Velasco
www.ccvlaw.com



PROFILE OF STAR RTN. INGY BERTELSEN
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PROFILE OF STAR RTN. INGY BERTELSEN
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Greetings my dear fellow Rotarians!

As we wind down the Calendar year of 2021, I
would like to extend my best wishes to one
and all during these Christmas Holidays.

We have been so blessed with all the
milestones of our club.

Last week, we had a very successful
Governor’s Visit which was a comprehensive
review of our club activities and
achievements accomplished thus far during
this Rotary Year.

There was a Team Visit held last November
27, 2021 to run through the presentation for
the Governor’s Visit together with his district
team. 

Last Thursday, the day started with District
Governor Robert Koa and I doing a one-on-
one prior to the Governor’s Visit where there
was a review of the plans of the Rotary Club
of Manila in the presence of the Board of
Directors. The team meeting went into
overtime and thankfully the District Governor
reserved his message for the meeting proper
together with the entire club.

Today, we shall be having the elections for
the Board of Trustees for our RCManila
Foundation, Inc.The nominations have been
made where we have received the
confirmations from the nominees and we
shall hopefully elect into office a dynamic set
of Trustees for next Rotary year.

Today, likewise, I am giving a Special
Presidential Citation to a true pure blooded
Rotarian.I am not printing his name here lest
the element of surprise be diluted. 

We are also gearing up for our Virtual
Christmas  Fellowship  this  Friday at 5:00 pm. 

PRESIDENT’S
CORNER

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter 08

Bring out your Hawaiian shirts and shades as
we get together for this themed virtual
gathering. We shall have entertainment,
some games, food and prizes!!!

This coming Sunday is our DDCC/IPP Bobby
Joseph’s birthday. True to form, he is
celebrating his special day by spending lunch
with the DUALTECH community during his
birthday. Iba talaga si DDCC/IPP Bobby
Joseph.

Happy and Blessed Advanced Birthday to
you, our dear IPP Bobby Joseph! Mabuhay ka! 

Finally, I would like to gently remind everyone
to please celebrate this Christmas with the
right Reason for the Season… the greatest
gift ever! Our Lord and Savior… Jesus Christ !!! 

Cheers!!!

Humbly yours in Rotary,

FSZ

Felix Francisco S. Zaldarriaga
President
RY 2021-2022



THE WEEK THAT WAS

The Rotary Club of Manila Audiovisual
Presentation of the Philippine National Anthem

President Chito Zaldarriaga
calls the meeting to order. 

STAR Rtn. Che Soler, as Program Moderator/
Facilitator, calls the day’s sequential order of activities.

The singing of the Philippine Rotary Hymn

Rtn. Brix Pujalte delivers
an Invocation and Special Prayer.
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THE WEEK THAT WAS

STAR Rtn. Anton Mauricio, as Project
Co-Chairman, delivers an update on
the Dual Tech Scholarship Program.
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STAR Rtn. Che Soler introduces
Rotary International District 3810

DG Robert Koa.

PD Raoul Villegas leads the recitation of the
Four (4) Way Test for Manila Rotarians to renew

their commitment to the Rotary movement.

President Chito Zaldarriaga delivers his
message during his President’s Time and calls

for the nomination of candidates for the
Board of Trustees of the RCManila

Foundation, Inc. for RY 2022-2023 in his then
capacity as the Chairman of the Committee on

Elections of the RCManila Foundation, Inc.

RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and
Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP

Hermie Esguerra delivers his message and
announcement for the RCManila Foundation, Inc.

Board of Trustees for RY 2022-2023 in his
capacity as Chairman.

balita   December 9, 2021

Rotary International District 3810
DG Robert Koa delivers his message.



THE WEEK THAT WAS

President Chito Zaldariaga and Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie
Esguerra present the Certificate of Appreciation, attested by VPE/Club Secretary Reggie
Yu, to Rotary International District 3810 DG Robert Koa.
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A short open forum immediately followed right after the talk of Rotary
International District 3810 DG Robert Koa. Among those who participated were

President Chito Zaldarriaga and STAR Rtn. Ingy Bertelsen.

STAR Rtn. Richard Jack Everingham
delivers his Classification Talk.

STAR Rtn. Caloy Serapio delivers his
Classification Talk.



THE WEEK THAT WAS

An open forum immediately followed right after the Classification Talks of STAR Rtn.
Caloy Serapio and STAR Rtn. Richard Jack Everingham. Among those who participated
in the open forum were RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Programs
Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra, President Chito Zaldarriaga, DGND
Jackie Rodriguez, DE/IPD Hans Palacios, PD Issam Eldebs, PD Oscar del Rosario and
STAR Rtn. Ingy Bertelsen.
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President Chito Zaldarriaga delivers his closing
remarks and thereafter, adjourns the meeting.

President Chito Zaldariaga and Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie
Esguerra present the Certificates of Appreciation, attested by VPE/Club Secretary
Reggie Yu, to STAR Rtn. Caloy Serapio and STAR Rtn. Richard Jack Everingham. 

balita   December 9, 2021



Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

Elections and Vocational Service highlight our final salvo for the year as we
journey deep into the Yuletide Season where RCManila Foundation, Inc. seeks a
new Board of Trustees for RY 2022-2023 while Classification Talks usher in the
baptism of fire in engagement of newly-minted Manila Rotarians, STAR Rtn.
RAOUL CREENCIA and STAR Rtn. INGY BERTELSEN.

Christmas is in the air as stars shine, today, 12:30 PM, December 9.
  

Very truly yours,

PE/PVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA 
Programs Committee Chairman 
RY 2021-2022

From the Programs Committee

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2021-2022
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022

(As of December 7, 2021, 6:00 PM)
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022
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(As of December 7, 2021, 6:00 PM)



List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022
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(As of December 7, 2021, 6:00 PM)



List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022
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(As of December 7, 2021, 6:00 PM)



The Board of Directors and Executive Officers
of the Rotary Club of Manila
Welcome the Governor’s Visit
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The Board of Directors and Executive Officers of the Rotary Club of Manila welcome the
Governor’s Visit last December 2, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform. Present from the District
3810 Team were DG Robert Koa, DS Edwin Chiu, CoS Vilma Vinluan, SDG Len Hao, SDG
Jardine Bautista, SDG Michelle “MC” Casio, DAD John Chua, DAD Willie Chua and AS Galilieo
“Ice” Santana. Present from the Board of Directors and Executive Officers of the Rotary Club
of Manila were President Chito Zaldarriaga, DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph, VP Farid Schoucair,
ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani, Dir. Noy Benedicto, RCManila
Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra,
VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu and AS Henry Go. Also present were DGND Jackie Rodriguez
and ES Anna Kun Toledo.



The Membership Committee
of the Rotary Club of Manila

Holds Meeting
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The Membership Committee of the Rotary Club of Manila held a meeting last December
6, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform.  Present were Chairman PVP Fausto Preysler Jr., Co-
Chairman PT Lito Sibayan, PDG Vince Carlos, PP Susing Pineda, PD Art Lopez,
DE/Treasurer Jujut Enriquez, ES Anna Kun Toledo and aspiring members, Mr. Jose Ma. I.
Sarasola (President, Allegiance Cargo Advantage Inc.) who was proposed by RCManila
Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
and Mr. Evaristo "Junjie" G. Vasquez Jr. (President, J. VAZ Co. Inc.) who was proposed by
President Chito Zaldarriaga.



The Virtual Christmas Fellowship Committee
of the Rotary Club of Manila

Holds Meeting
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The Virtual Christmas Fellowship Committee held a meeting last December 8, 2021 via Zoom
virtual platform. Present during the meeting were President Chito Zaldarriaga, Dir. Noy
Benedicto (Director-in-Charge of the Fellowship Committee), VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu,
STAR Rtn. Raoul Creencia, ES Anna Kun Toledo and Virtual Christmas Fellowship hosts, Ms.
Candice Tan and Mr. Matthew Ty. 



The Board of Trustees of the RCManila Foundation, Inc. held an Emergency Special Meeting
last December 7, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Chairman and Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie
Esguerra, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Secretary/Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila
ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila
PD Beda Fajardo, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila VP Farid
Schoucair, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila Dir. Amading Valdez,
RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila PP Teddy Ocampo, RCManila
Foundation, Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila IPD Celso Abastillas, RCManila Foundation,
Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila President Chito Zaldarriaga, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Treasurer/Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila PD Pepo Nuñez, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Assistant Treasurer and Rotary Club of Manila VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu and Rotary Club
of Manila ES Anna Kun Toledo.

The Board of Trustees
of the RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Holds Emergency Special Meeting
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Final List of Candidates
for the Board of Trustees

of the RCManila Foundation, Inc.
for RY 2022-2023
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543 Arquiza cor. Grey Street, Ermita, Manila



July 1, 2021

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 
 
An Opportunity has now opened doors for
our club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club. With
only US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution,
you can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

We have members who have risen to donor
levels that have earned them significant point
values. Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie
Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, PVP Hermie
Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet
Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness
to share the points they have earned to allow
Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul
Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution
of US$ 500.00 instead of the regular  US$
1,000.00. 

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling
in www.rotary.org using your R.I.
Identification Number. Once enrolled, you are
allowed to learn Rotary, increase your circle
of friendship and contribute conveniently
using the website. 
 
We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of
service-oriented people who believe that our
congregation is a means to share our
blessings to the less fortunate communities
globally. The Rotary Foundation is the funding
arm of global humanitarian undertakings of
Rotary International. It was formally named in
1917 and the first trustees were appointed
after Rotary International President Arch
Klumph proposed for the establishment of an
endowment for the purpose of doing good in
the world. The first grant of US$ 500
benefitted the International Society for
Crippled Children (Easter Seals). History
marks the milestone projects of The Rotary
Foundation     such      a     scholarship         for 

international graduate study, the elimination
of Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World
Peace Forum, among others.  Under the
Rotary’s 7 Areas of Service Focus, namely,
Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution,
Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water and
Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic
Education and Literacy, Economic and
Community Development and lastly,
Supporting the Environment, Rotary
International and The Rotary Foundation have
made themselves relevant to developing
communities globally.

All these services would not have been made
possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,
who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become
members of The Rotary Foundation through a
minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  

We are currently working on Global Grants and
District Grants. Your contribution will
significantly improve the community living of
our target beneficiaries.
 
For any assistance, please feel free to contact
me.  

Yours in the service of Rotary, 

ROMEO THADDEUS R. LIAMZON  
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation
Director
RY 2021-2022 

Noted by:

FELIX FRANCISCO S. ZALDARRIAGA 
President
RY 2021-2022

Appeal for Paul Harris Fellows

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION

http://www.rotary.org/


Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

This is to announce a call for Global Grant Proposals
for Rotary Year 2021-2022. See the fruition of your
donations to The Rotary Foundation as you witness
sustainable service projects unfold that would
define the existence of Asia’s First Rotary Club.

For queries, please get in touch with the Secretariat
and/or the undersigned.

Yours in Rotary service,

ROMEO THADDEUS “THAD” R. LIAMZON
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation Committee
Director
RY 2021-2022

Calling for Proposals for Global Grants
for RY 2021-2022
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Cheers for Pediatric Cancer Patients

26

MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   December 9, 2021



NEW GENERATIONS SERVICE/
SUPPORTING THE ENVIRONMENT

The First Rotaract Earth Initiative
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NEW GENERATIONS SERVICE

Invitation to Rotaract Club of DLSU-Manila's
Spectacle 23rd Induction and 

22nd Handover Ceremony
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NEW GENERATIONS SERVICE

Invitation to Rotaract Club of DLSU-Manila's
Spectacle 23rd Induction and 

22nd Handover Ceremony
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Mr. Albert S. Alday
Life-Changing Director
Rotary Club of Manila

Director Albert Alday,



NEW GENERATIONS SERVICE

November 2021 Monthly Report of the 
Rotaract Club of Manila
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NEW GENERATIONS SERVICE

November 2021 Monthly Report of the 
Rotaract Club of Manila
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COGS IN THE WHEEL

RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Programs
Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
Graduates from the Governors-Elect Training

Seminar (GETS) Partner Program
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RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie
Esguerra graduated from the Governors-Elect Training Seminar (GETS) Partner Program of
the 2021 Singapore Rotary Institute last December 2, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform. He
graduated at the same time as DGE Joyce Ambray.



COGS IN THE WHEEL

DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph is Speaker at SMCC’s
Tourism and Business Webinar Event
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December 03, 2021
Nasipit, Agusan Del Norte (via Zoom)

The Finance Educators Association (Fin.Ed), together with the Financial Literacy
Partners (FLPs), supported the webinar event of Saint Michael College of Caraga
(SMCC) held last December 3, 2021 via Zoom.

Fin.Ed Founder & Chairman, Mr. Anton Mauricio, introduced prominent tourism
advocate and eminent businessman Mr. Robert Lim Joseph Jr. (Bobby Joseph), as the
speaker in SMCC's Tourism & Business webinar event last December 3, 2021.

Fin.Ed member Noel Suico Bitancor coordinated the event for SMCC. The Finance
Education Center (FEdCenter)'s Christvinz David Lagmay and Iry Ponce provided
admin support. 

The FLP collaborates with organizations and universities nationwide to promote
financial literacy and financial inclusion.
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COGS IN THE WHEEL

DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph is Speaker at SMCC’s
Tourism and Business Webinar Event
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COGS IN THE WHEEL

DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph is Speaker at SMCC’s
Tourism and Business Webinar Event
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COGS IN THE WHEEL

PP Frank Evaristo Turns A Milestone 80
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COGS IN THE WHEEL

PP Frank Evaristo Turns A Milestone 80
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COGS IN THE WHEEL

PP Frank Evaristo Turns A Milestone 80
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MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS

Words are a lawyer’s tool of the trade.
From writing letters to clients to
preparing pleadings, writing is an
integral part of lawyering. And lawyers
are expected to be excellent,
persuasive and proficient writers. 

STAR Rotarian Raoul C. Creencia does
this kind of writing, and so much more.
He writes poems and songs too. He
wrote some songs for his family and
some hymns for the institutions he was
– or continues to be – associated with.
Among his compositions is the hymn of
the Office of the Government
Corporate Counsel (OGCC) which he
wrote in 2011 and is still being sung
during the flag-raising ceremony every
Monday. 

As a lawyer, he has done it all – from immersing
in private practice when he founded his firm in
1996, to getting involved in various government
projects as the Government Corporate Counsel
of the OGCC and as Undersecretary of the
Department of Transportation (DOTr), to
teaching at the San Sebastian Institute of Law
and conducting lectures in various mandatory
continuing legal education (MCLE) programs for
lawyers. Be inspired as STAR Rtn. Raoul shares
his career journey in this interview. 

He also shares what it takes to become a lawyer.
And no, it’s not just passing all the subjects – it’s
embracing and living the “7Ps”. 

Read on to find out more about him and his
professional philosophy as well as his favorite
pastimes. 

By Rhea Vitto Tabora



MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS

STAR Rotarian Raoul C. Creencia:
A Lawyer Who Writes
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Rhea Vitto Tabora (RVT): Please tell us a bit about yourself. 

Raoul C. Creencia (RCC): My name is Raoul, the second child in a brood of three. I was born
and grew up in Tacloban City, and I eventually got my pre-law and law degrees in Manila. I
married my college sweetheart, Mylene “Myls” Marcia, also a lawyer and presently the
Managing Partner of Fortun Narvasa and Salazar Law Offices. Myls and I are blessed with a
daughter Melissa Rica “Mikee” and she is currently pursuing her further studies in Sydney,
Australia. 

With his parents and siblings

With wife Myls and daughter Mikee



MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS

STAR Rotarian Raoul C. Creencia:
A Lawyer Who Writes
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At present, I am the Managing Partner of Creencia Carillo and Velasco; and I am both
inspired and proud to still be with the same core team which I put together when I founded
the Firm in 1996. 

RVT: Why did you go into law practice? Have you always wanted to become a lawyer? 

RCC: I was already in my college sophomore year when I decided to become a lawyer. It was
the mid-1980s and the country was going through a pivotal and steering phase. It was then
that I became more fascinated and captivated by the power and intricacies of the law – how
it impacts the life of an individual, and how it influences the journey and molds the destiny of
a country. 

When I was in high school, I actually considered becoming a civil engineer; but it was my
older brother who eventually pursued that career. 

When I entered college, I thought of becoming a reporter or broadcast journalist. But instead
of taking up journalism, I decided to major in political science as my pre-law degree. 

RVT: What do you wish you knew about practicing law before you got into it? 

RCC: If there is one thing I wish I knew beforehand, it is how imperfect our legal system is,
and how frustrating it can sometimes be for those who have less in life to truly achieve more
in law. Ruefully, we are poorly ranking globally in terms of efficiency of our criminal justice
system, as well as our observance of Rule of Law. 

With his team at The Firm of Creencia Carillo and Velasco, where he sits as Managing Partner 



MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS
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STAR Rotarian Raoul C. Creencia:
A Lawyer Who Writes

RVT: Which legal practice area are you into and why did you choose it? 

RCC: During the early years of my practice, I was involved in civil, criminal, and commercial
litigation, as well as corporate advisory work. During my stint as Government Corporate
Counsel and later, as Transportation Undersecretary (Legal and Procurement), I was involved
in various government infrastructure projects, numerous Public-Private Partnership projects,
and dealt with major government procurement issues. 

When I went back to private practice, my team and I began handling these types of projects
and procurements, this time representing the private sector. My Firm also continues to
handle litigation and arbitration cases. 

RVT: Without divulging sensitive details, can you share your most
interesting/memorable case? 

RCC: As a rookie lawyer, I assisted the country’s best lawyers in assisting an embattled client
in what was then the most celebrated tax evasion case. It was truly memorable as I had the
opportunity to work with a seasoned litigator (and an iconic figure in the law profession) and
saw firsthand how he prepared for every hearing, and the amount of research that goes into
every pleading. 

STAR Rtn. Raoul Creencia served as the Government Corporate Counsel of the Office
of the Government Corporate Counsel (OGCC )



MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS
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I also had the opportunity to handle estate-
related cases of well-known historical
figures. There were other equally – if not
more – fulfilling ones, such as the case we
successfully handled (pro-bono) for a
seafarer against a big corporate employer. 

The years when I served as chief counsel of
government corporations and financial
institutions were also very fulfilling, as the
cases and issues which I handled had huge
economic and social impact. Successfully
recovering the government’s multi-billion
shares in a publicly listed corporation is
also one case which will be forever etched
in my memory. 

RVT: Law school is tough, passing the bar
exam isn’t easy, and practicing law is
probably one of the most difficult
professions. What does it take to
become a lawyer? 

RCC: In all these phases – law school, bar
exam preparations, and law practice – there
is no substitute to hard work and lots of
prayers. The 5Ps – the mantra that I was
taught when I was young – became handy
during these phases. The term 5Ps means
“prior            planning        prevents        poor  

STAR Rotarian Raoul C. Creencia:
A Lawyer Who Writes

performance.” I would later expand this to
7Ps, that is, “prior planning and pious
prayers prevent poor performance.” 

You are correct, law school is tough,
especially prior to the google and internet
era. We actually had to go to the library to
do our research. In my case, I was also
working during my first two years in law
school. 

For a law student to survive, it is not
enough to pass all subjects. As all law
students know, one is required to meet a
certain average grade (or QPI) to qualify to
re-enroll. But instead of stressing myself
with my studies, I decided to just enjoy the
ride, while making sure that I was getting
decent grades and meeting the required
QPI. 

I decided to enjoy my stay in law school by
involving myself in a lot of extra-curricular
activities. I was very much involved in the
debating club, Law Student Government
(President), Association of Law Students of
the Philippines (National Chairman), and
the ASEAN Law Students Association (Vice-
Chairman). It was also in law school where I
developed life-long friends. 

In all these phases – law school, bar exam preparations, and law
practice – there is no substitute to hard work and lots of prayers.

The 5Ps – the mantra that I was taught when I was young – became
handy during these phases. The term 5Ps means “prior planning

prevents poor performance.” I would later expand this to 7Ps, that is,
“prior planning and pious prayers prevent poor performance.” 
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STAR Rotarian Raoul C. Creencia:
A Lawyer Who Writes

RVT: What do you think would you be doing if you weren't at your current profession? 

RCC: I would probably be a full-time professor and a businessman. 

RVT: If you could give one piece of advice to an aspiring lawyer, what would it be? 

RCC: Let me give three pieces of advice. 

First, as a lawyer, one’s fealty is to the law. Always, the law. 

Second, a lawyer must serve his clients to best of his ability. The mantra of our Firm in this
regard has always been “hindi pwede ang pwede na.” The legal compass that we provide the
clients must be grounded on research and law, and should aim to serve their best interest. 

Third, at one point of your career, serve the country and join the government. The bigger
arena of charity is in government service. 

RVT: What are your interests and hobbies? What do you do when you are not at work? 

RCC: My wife and I are into bowling and golf. I am currently the President of the Quezon City
Bowlers Club (QCBC). I am also a member of the San Beda Law Golf Club. A round of golf
with my wife or with my golf buddies has become a weekend ritual. I resumed playing golf in
the middle of this year, after eleven years of absence. We are hoping that tenpin bowling
venues (being an indoor sport) will begin to normally operate next year. 

Bowling and playing golf are among his favorite pastimes.
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STAR Rotarian Raoul C. Creencia:
A Lawyer Who Writes

I also write poems and songs, and have been doing so since high school. I have poems and
songs dedicated to my wife, a lullaby for my daughter, a song each for my dear Tatay and
Nanay, a song for my Titas, a song for the Lord of Divine Mercy Parish (upon the request of
our Parish Priest), and several others. I wrote the hymn of the Office of the Government
Corporate Counsel (OGCC) in 2011, which, to date, is still being sung every Monday during
the flag ceremony. I composed the Graduation Song of San Beda Law Batch 1993, as well as
the Silver Jubilee song in 2017. More recently, I composed the hymn of GREENPRO, the Guild
of Real Estate Entrepreneurs and Professions, where I sit as a Trustee and Corporate
Secretary. The GREENPRO hymn was launched last Friday, December 3. 

I also love photography, although I have not been able to spend time for it in recent years. At
home, my wife and I enjoy listening to my vinyl collection. 

RVT: What ignited your interest in joining the Rotary Club of Manila? 

RCC: When I was invited by Life Changing President Chito, I somehow knew I would be
making a life-changing decision. Rotary has always appealed to me. Like all Rotarians, I
believe that every great dream begins with a dreamer. This is why I am honored to have
been invited and be part of the Rotary Club of Manila, which I know is composed of
dreamers and achievers, a group of fine gentlemen who have all found themselves while
losing themselves in the service of others – the kind of service that is meant to change lives. 

STAR Rtn. Raoul captured the emotion and mood of the place in this beautiful photograph. 



Manila Rotarian District Governors
Attend Rotary District 3810

Council of Governors Meeting

INTERCLUB RELATIONS

Manila Rotarian District Governors attended the Rotary District 3810 Council of Governors
Meeting last December 6, 2021 at the East Ocean Palace Restaurant in Parañaque City.
Present among the Manila Rotarian District Governors were PDG Vince Carlos, PDG Rudy
Bediones and DGND Jackie Rodriguez.

46Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   December 9, 2021



Manila Rotarians Attend Thanksgiving
and Christmas Party of DGN Lai de la Cruz

INTERCLUB RELATIONS

Manila Rotarians attended
the Thanksgiving and
Christmas Party of DGN Lai
de la Cruz last December 6,
2021 at the Ballroom of the
Elorde Sports Center in
Sucat, Parañaque City.
Present were PE/PVP
Hermie Esguerra with DGE
Joyce Ambray and
ISDG/ISAG Albert Alday.



Manila Rotarians Attend
Champion Team Christmas Party 

INTERCLUB RELATIONS

DGND Jackie Rodriguez, RCManila Foundation. Inc. Chairman and Programs
Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra and ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert
Alday attended the Rotary Champion Team Christmas Party last December 8,
2021 at the Ballroom of the Elorde Sports Center in Sucat, Parañaque City.
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INTERNATIONAL SERVICE

RCManila Foundations, Inc. Chairman and
Programs Committee Chairman Hermie Esguerra

Attend “On to Houston” Rotary International
Convention Campaign of District 3830 

PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra and DGE Joyce Ambray attended the “On to Houston” Rotary
International Convention Campaign of Rotary District 3830 last December 6, 2021 at the
Manila Marriott Hotel in Pasay City. US Embassy in Manila Honorable Consul-General
Mark McGovern delivered the Keynote Address. Also in the picture are DG Joji Tan of
District 3830, DGN Jay Tambunting of District 3830 and PRID Raffy Garcia III.
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AT HOME WITH MR. C. “Music expresses that which cannot be put into words and that which
cannot remain silent.” ― Victor Hugo 

Initially driven by this thought, he decided to
take up a Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration degree in the University of
the Philippines, Diliman. But about this time
when he was searching for an employment
to sustain his studies, he soon joined with
then-Senator Salvador Laurel as accompanist
for the Development Bank of the Philippines
(DBP) Chorale Ensemble. Noting his
incomparable ability on the piano, the
Senator presented him a scholarship that
would allow Ryan to alter his course and hold
learning in music. This changed the direction
of his life, as he eventually graduated from
the University of the Philippines College of
Music, earning a Bachelor’s degree in Music,
Major in Composition. For the next two
decades, he became a full professor for the
Department of Composition and Music
Theory at the University of the Philippines
Conservatory of Music. 

Cayabyab decided to write music in the late
70’s, that age that charted the birth of
“Original Pilipino Music” and “Manila Sound”
— and the birth of Ryan Cayabyab from
musical director, pianist, and arranger, into
Ryan Cayabyab, composer. Having learned
from the greats, he would write for the
greats. He would write not just love songs
and pop songs and movie theme songs, but
full film scores, modern musicals, entire 

It was a wonderful experience to pick the
mind of a multi-awarded composer,
renowned maestro, and more recently,
National Artist for Music ― none other than
the Music Man himself, Mr. Ryan Cayabyab. 

He was born Raymundo Cipriano Pujante
Cayabyab on May 4, 1954 in Manila,
Philippines. Like most musicians, Cayabyab
was drawn first toward his mother’s piano at
an early age (four), at a time when having an
upright in the living room was de rigueur for
every middle-class family. Except that the
young Ryan’s family was not ensconced in
the middle class, and his mother was no
ordinary mother. Celerina Cayabyab
happened to be an opera singer and a
professor who taught Voice at the College of
Music at the University of the Philippines,
and they lived, as it remains the privilege of
UP Faculty to this day, in a house made of
sawali and G.I. sheets on the University
Campus. But plain as it was, the house was
large, and filled to the rafters — with their
family of six and a complement of 10 lady
boarders who all happened to be enrolled in
the same college.

His mother died when he was only 6, and her
wish was that no one of her children would
make music as a line of work; knowing how
tough life is for a musician with insufficient
income.
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operas—as if the sweep of his career had
naturally played itself, and as if every
composition of his had simply written itself
out to sound deceptively easy and natural
and instantly memorable.

At home with any genre, Cayabyab excels as
a composer of the eclectic, the modern, and
popular music. Awarded in 1978 as one of
TOYM (Ten Outstanding Young Men) of the
Philippines, he emerged as the only Asian
winner of the Onassis International Cultural
Competition in Greece with his “MISA 2000.”
His works vary from specially made full-
length ballets, theater musicals, choral
pieces,   a   crowd   set    to   unaccompanied 
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chorus, and orchestral pieces, to salable
recordings of popular composition, film
scores and television specials. His musical
output consists of several masses, award
winning film and television scores, short
symphonic works, ten full-length Filipino
musicals, a major opera, full length ballets,
solo and instrumental works, orchestrations
of Filipino folk, popular and love songs, three
one-man (he provided all 16 voices) a cappella
song albums, and scores of popular songs
sung by top Filipino recording artists.

In addition to winning several international
music festival competitions, he has won
countless awards from the film, television and
recording industries. All told, Cayabyab’s roots
lie firmly in Philippine soil, where he is one of
our few true homegrown and home-educated
talents. This may seem an irrelevant detail to
the casual career observer, or, more precisely,
listener of music, but a quick review in our
memory of Cayabyab’s compositions will
reveal the clear and proud difference.

Despite his nationally-renowned stature, Ryan
Cayabyab is energetic, eager, and disarmingly
modest, matching, note for note, his popular
image as a smiling, bespectacled, and ageless
talent. “Mr. C,” by which he is known equally to
those who know him personally and those
who don’t, in fact, works as a perfect
contraction of two things — an honorific
reserved for those whose genius firmly lies
beyond reach, and a term of endearment for
those whose said genius never gets in the way
of their approachability.

This is the legacy of Mr. C: a musical genius
that the Philippines can truly be proud of. 



 Manila Rotarians Attend
First Friday Mass

for the Month of December

Manila Rotarians attended the First Friday Mass for the month of December last
December 3, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform.  The mass was officiated by Rev. Fr.
Larry Tan, SDB.  The lead servants during the Mass were PT Chito Tagaysay
(Commentator), PVP Lance Masters (Intercessory Prayers), PD Phillip Ong (First
Reading and Responsorial Psalm), STAR Rtn. Senen Mangalile (Prayers of the
Faithful), VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu (Act of Spiritual Communion and First Friday
Novena Prayer) and PDG Obet Pagdanganan (Oratio Imperata).  Others present were
PDG Rudy Bediones, PDG Vince Carlos, PP Boy and Rotary Ann Monette Guevara, PP
Frank Evaristo, PP Archit Bartolome, PP Francis Juico, PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra, AS
Henry Go, Rtn. Willie Peliño, PDSAA Tony Lopa and STAR Rtn. Joel Talampas.
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Christmas Message from 
Rotary Club of Manila's Adopted
Community, Hospicio de San Jose
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