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Vocation Service finds its peak once again as Classification Talks on
Law and Design bring Asia's First Rotary Club back to its element as
the Life Changing District Governor finds himself as a guest at our
virtual home in ensuring the seamless functioning of the club in
furtherance of Service Above Self.
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Invocation and Special Prayers 
for healing and speedy recovery of PP Cesar Ubaldo,
PP Babes Reyes, Dir. Thad Liamzon
and PDSAA Bollie Bolton 

Philippine National Anthem

Philippine Rotary Hymn

The Four (4) Way Test 

Update on the Dual Tech Scholarship Program

Zoom Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2021-2022

Thursday, December 2, 2021, 12:00 PM

Registration and Zoom In
Program Moderator/Facilitator/Chika Talk  

12:25 PM  Presentation of Meeting Protocol/
Zoom Meeting House Rules

12:30 PM                   Call to Order

AVP of RCM Members

AVP 

PD Raoul Villegas

STAR Rtn. Anton Mauricio

12:00 PM                   
STAR Rtn. Che Soler

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

Rtn. Brix Pujalte

03Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

Part I

balita   December 2, 2021

Co-Chairman

Announcement for RCManila Foundation, Inc.                            
Board of Trustees for RY 2022-2023

PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
Chairman, RCManila Foundation, Inc.

President’s Time                                                                    
 (Nomination of the Board of Trustees
of the RCManila Foundation, Inc. for RY 2022-2023)

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

Introduction of the District Governor STAR Rtn. Che Soler

Message of the District Governor DG Robert Koa 
Rotary International District 3810 
RY 2021-2022

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra                           
Programs Committee Chairman

Attested by:
VPE/Sec. Reggie Yu
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Presentation of Certificates of Appreciation Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra                              
Programs Committee Chairman

Attested by:
VPE/Sec. Reggie Yu

Response and Meeting Adjournment2:00 PM                   Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga 

Open Forum 

Zoom Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2021-2022

Thursday, December 2, 2021, 12:00 PM

STAR Rtn. CARLOS “CALOY” G. SERAPIO
Managing Partner
Serapio and De Castro Law Office
Classification: Law Practice – Litigation 

STAR Rtn. RICHARD JACK EVERINGHAM
Design Director, Master Planning and Construction Services, Asia Pacific Region
Geyer Coburn and Hutchins (GCH), USA
Classification: Architecture and Design – Landscape Design

balita   December 2, 2021

Part II
Classification Talks1:00 PM                   



IDG Robert G. Koa started his Rotary Journey when he joined Rotary Club of
Bagumbayan Manila (RCBM) during the Rotary Year 2004-2005. In his first year, he
received the “Most Outstanding Baby Rotarian of the Year” and “100% Attendance
Award”. The following year he was elected as President-Nominee of RCBM for Rotary
Year 2007-2008. 

He is the recipient of numerous club and district awards, some of which are:
Leadership by Example in Membership Development; Grand Slam award for 2 Most
Outstanding Rotarian Awards; Presidential “Service Above Self” Platinum Award; The
First Royce Abbey Award in the Philippines and in District 3810; And the award that he
cherishes most, the Rotary International Four Avenues of Service Citation for Individual
Rotarians.

Furthermore, he has conducted notable projects such as Anti-Child Abuse Campaign,
Career Guidance Seminar, Cleft Lip and Palate Operations, and medical and dental
missions. 

His active involvement in Rotary, especially in the affairs and concerns of the District,
were duly recognized by the District’s leaders and which earned for him appointments
to various positions such as, but not limited to, Assistant Governor, Senior Deputy
Governor for Programs, Chief of Staff, and District Secretary. Always ready to take the
lead, you will never hear him whimper nor back down on any task that is assigned to
him. And as culmination of his years in service under Rotary, here he is now adding
another feather in his cap as the district governor-elect for next year with the Rotary
theme “Serve to Change Lives.”

He is a devoted family man who is driven by his favorite quotation: “The love of a
Family is life’s greatest blessing.” He is a thoughtful and loving husband to spouse
Arlene and an affectionate and indulgent father to their four accomplished children
who are likewise imbued with the significance and value of family.

As the Life-Changing District Governor for Rotary Year 2021-2022, he envisions a year
where Rotarians grow more and do more, transcending barriers brought by the new
normal. He believes that Rotarians share a common desire to serve and change lives,
and the way to nurture this bond begins with having a District that’s bonded and
supports each other. 

PROFILE OF DG ROBERT KOA
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Carlos Gelacio Serapio could have donned the priestly flock by his lifetime commitment to
the Christian Ministry but for the fact that the LAW has been his mistress all along. He
authored ‘Christianism’: A Philosophical Guide to Political Praxis.

A true blue lawyer who has been granted a Coat of Arms “A Deo Lux Nostra” by the Royal
College of Arms (2008) he studied law at the premier University of the Philippines and was
admitted to the bar in 1976. Atty. Serapio credits however, his initial love and loyalty to the
Catholic Faith to his schooling at the St. James Academy, a MaryKnoll- sisters run school in
Malabon, where he completed his grade school and high school studies, with the distinction
of ‘Most Outstanding Student’ in the secondary level.

Yet the additional foundation built into his intellectual reservoir was provided by the Ateneo
Jesuits whose Ignatian Recollections fused with strict Academics further honed his skills
finishing college as a Dean’s lister with an A.B. Political Science degree. He became an
avowed member and officer of the Student Catholic Action becoming eventually the
Secretary-General of the National Student Catholic Action of the Philippines. As a Marian
devotee, he was a founding partner of the Magnificat Movement and currently a Trustee of
the Pueblo Maria Marian Mariological Society of the Philippines – PAMMMS Phil. He also
represented the Ateneo in a Seminar Course at the Keio University (ISSK), Tokyo, Japan. He
was a U.S. Information Service Grantee for a short leadership and special studies program in
the Sangamon College of the University of Illinois, USA. He Completed in the University of the
Philippines a management course for small and Medium Scale Industries. He provided
professional services in the following:

POLICY AREAS

Provided Confidential Political and Legal Consulting Services/As well as Backroom 
     Channeling services to Three Former Philippine Presidents
     One (1) Business Leader and Ambassador
     One (1) Cardinal
     Other Prominent Political Personalities
Consultant, Center for Republic Resource Management (CPRM)
Secretary-General, Christian Nationalist Union – CNU
Presentor, Transparency International
Consultant, UNDP Local Project in Asia (2007)
UNDP Bangkok Round Table Conference on Local Democracy Participant (2007)
Project Manager, USAID Inventory and Data Base Project in the Court of Appeals and Court  
     of Tax Appeals (2007)
Asian Development Bank
Special Project, legal consulting/engineering services to companies venturing in pioneer
    enterprises (R.E. REED INC., PCG INC., Fil-Global etc.)

PROFILE OF STAR RTN. CALOY SERAPIO
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ADVOCACY GROUPS

KPM-KKK – Kamalayang Pinoy Movement (Philippine Consciousness) – Katipunan ng
Kamalayang Kayumanggi – Party of the Malay (Born) Race

KEP-SG – Kapatiran ng Espiritual ng Pilipinas (Brotherhood of Spiritual Groups in the
Philippines)

BSBP – Bagong Sistema Bagong Pag-Asa (New System New Hope)

KBK – Sovereign People Foundation

POLITICAL AFFILIATION – Non Traditional Christian Democratic Organizations

Today, more than just a Law practitioner who manages his own firm THE SERAPIO AND DE
CASTRO LAW OFFICE, Caloy sees himself as a ‘Legal Engineer’ who uses the law as both a tool
to maintain social peace and stability, as well as an instrument of social change. He
continues to be involved in socio-political events and groups that espouse genuine reform in
all areas of Philippine society.

PROFILE OF STAR RTN. CALOY SERAPIO
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25 years of vast experience in residential and commercial construction, land
planning/master planning and landscape architectural projects throughout the Asia-
Pacific region
Experienced in providing planning/landscape design and construction management
expertise during both the design and implementation phases
Sourcing, quality controls, and integration standards
Representing the client’s interests during the design and construction phases, to ensure
quality projects built on time and within budget

EXPERTISE

OBJECTIVE                        

To offer my consultancy expertise to manage and oversee the construction and
planning/landscape design and implementation of large or medium sized developers.
Implemented quality control with integrity to assist the company in becoming the premier
land developer in the Philippines

EDUCATION          
           
B.D., Agricultural Management, Marcus Oldham College, Geelong, Victoria, Australia, 1992 

EXPERIENCE

PROFILE OF STAR RTN. RICHARD JACK
EVERINGHAM
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Lead Design Consultant 
Asia-Pacific Region
2021 - 

Landscape Design/  
Director 
2007 - 2020  

Manager Project Services 
2004 - 2007  

General Manager/ 
Director
2001 - 2004

Landscape Design 
2000-2001 

Geyer Coburn and Hutchins (GCH), USA

Geyer Coburn and Hutchins (GCH), USA
Landscape design, marketing, revenue allocation, 
project services and design implantation

Belt Collins USA
Responsible for project services and design implementation

Bradnam’s Windows and Doors, Philippines

Belt Collins Hong Kong
Responsible for landscape design and project implementation



PROFILE OF STAR RTN. RICHARD JACK
EVERINGHAM
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Landscape Design 
Coordinator            
1996 – 2000

Landscape Design 
Coordinator 
1994 – 1996

Belt Collins Hawaii
Responsible for design implementation

Belt Collins Singapore
Responsible for design implementation

SELECTED PROJECTS    Landscape / Master Planning Projects

Australia

The Australian Golf Club The Australian Golf Club

The Australian Golf Club, Sydney, Australia, (Landscape)

Middle East Oqyana World First, (Land Planning)
The Red Sea Project – 4 Hotels (Landscape)

China

Sheshan Residential Haikou Sheraton Hotel



Private Residence, Shi Jui, The Peak, Hong Kong, (Landscape)
Changbaishan RTJ II Golf Course and Clubhouse, Changbaishan, (Landscape)
Changbaishan Nicklaus Golf Course and Clubhouse, Changbaishan, (Landscape)
Chengde Golf Resort, Chengde, (Master Planning)
Chongming Residential Community, Chongming Island, (Master Planning)
City Hall, Hehong Plaza, Shenyang, (Landscape)
Foshan Residential Community, (Planning and Landscape)
Guiyang New Town, Guiyang, (Land Planning)
Haikou Sheraton, Hainan, (Landscape)
Hilton Linzhi Resort, Tibet, (Landscape)
Jinhai Lake, Beijing, (Landscape)
Lan Hai Clubhouse and Golf Course, Chongming, (Landscape)
Lake Malaren Golf Club (Landscape)
Longping Urban and Golf, Hunan Province, (Master Planning)
Nanjing Zhongshan International Golf Club, Nanjing (Landscape)
Nicklaus Club, Beijing, (Landscape)
Pine Valley, Beijing, (Site Planning)
Pine Valley Golf and Country Club, Beijing, (Landscape)
Shadow Creek Golf Course, Beijing, (Landscape)
Shadow Creek Residential, Beijing, (Landscape)
Shanghai Links Golf Course, Shanghai, (Landscape)
Shenzhen Golf Club, Shenzhen, (Landscape)
Sheshan Residential Community, Shanghai, Landscape)
Sheshan Golf Estates Royal, Shanghai, (Landscape)
The Players Club, Beijing, (Landscape)
Tengchong Masterplan, Yunnan, (Master Planning)
Tongguling Masterplan, Hainan, (Master Planning) 
Xili Golf, Shenzen, (Landscape)

PROFILE OF STAR RTN. RICHARD JACK
EVERINGHAM
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India

DLF Golf Club DLF Residential Towers



DLF Kings Court Towers, New Delhi, (Landscape)
DLF Phase V Recreational Club, Gurgaon, (Landscape)
DLF Gary Player Golf and Country Club, Gurgaon, (Landscape)
Gurgaon Executive Golf Estates, Gurgaon, (Landscape)

PROFILE OF STAR RTN. RICHARD JACK
EVERINGHAM
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Indonesia Freeport New Town, Timika, Irian Jaya, (Landscape)

Morocco Golf De La Ocean, Agadir, (Landscape)
Palace Golf Club, Agadir, (Landscape)
Palais des Roses Hotel and Spa, Agadir, (Landscape)

Philippines

Manila Peninsula Hotel Edsa Shangri-La Hotel

Coral Reef Resort, Mactan Island, Cebu, (Landscape)
Drysdale Residence, South Forbes, Makati, (Landscape)
Edsa Shangri-La, Ortigas, (Landscape)
Enderun Culinary College, McKinley Hills, Taguig, (Landscape)
Essensa, Fort Bonifacio, (Landscape)
Forrest Hills Golf Course, Antipolo, Rizal, (Landscape)
Mactan Shangri-La, Mactan Island, Cebu, (Landscape)
Makati Shangri-La, Makati, (Landscape)
Malacanang Palace, Manila, (Site Planning)
Manila Peninsular, Makati, (Landscape)
Manila Southwoods Golf and Country Club, Cavite, (Landscape)
Pacific Plaza Towers, Fort Bonifacio, (Landscape)
Pan Pacific Hotel, Malate, (Landscape)
Ramcar Building, Quezon City, (Landscape)
Regent Parkway, Fort Bonifacio, (Landscape)
Renaissance Towers, Ortigas, (Landscape)
Riviera Golf and Country Club, Silang, Cavite, (Landscape)
Roxas Triangle, Makati, (Landscape)
Salcedo Park, Makati, (Landscape) 



Sherwood Hills Golf Course, Dasmarinas, Cavite, (Landscape)
The Country Club, Silangan, Cavite, (Landscape)
The Enterprise Center, Makati, (Landscape)
Siguion-Reyna Residence, North Forbes, Makati, (Landscape)

PROFILE OF STAR RTN. RICHARD JACK
EVERINGHAM
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South Korea

Nest Hotel Nest Hotel “The Strand” Pool

Saemangeum (Master Planning)
Nest Hotel and Strand Pool, Incheon, South Korea, (Landscape)
Sky 72 Bada Clubhouse Renovation, Incheon, South Korea, (Landscape)
Sky 72 Golf Course East, Incheon, South Korea, (Landscape)
Sky 72 Golf Course West, Incheon, South Korea, (Landscape)
Sky 72 Ocean Golf Course, Incheon, South Korea, (Landscape)
Sky 72 Rocky Hill Golf Course, Incheon, South Korea, (Landscape)

Thailand 

Chee Chan Golf Resort, Pattaya, (Landscape)
Friendship Meadows Golf Course, Pakchong, (Landscape)

Vietnam 

Kings Island, Hanoi, (Landscape)
Legend Hills Golf Course, Hanoi, (Landscape)
Sky Lake Residential Community, Hanoi, (Landscape)
Yen So Park, Hanoi, (Master Planning)



Greetings Fellow RCM Members!

As we are now into the advent Season, let us gear up for the approaching best time of
the year with joy and thanksgiving to the Almighty for having brought us this far! 

This abbreviated work week has allowed some, if not most of us, to have some respite
from work - be it digital or live.

Some of our members who were able to attend the Presidential Conference which was
“held” in Manila this year were delighted with the program. The Webinar was truly
awesome. I have never joined a more sophisticated State of the Art Webinar… ever. It
was almost as good as being there! 

The participants from all over Asia Pacific were all fired up and gave excellent updates on
various projects covering several areas of Rotary’s Focus.

Our own DGND Jackie Rodriguez gave a splendid talk on the Tree Planting Program that
is being pushed globally and was very well lauded by the Global Rotary Community.

We are getting ready for the Governor’s visit wherein we shall be reviewing our
accomplishments and the forward plans of our club.

So that’s it folks, stay safe one and all. As of this writing, I believe our leaders have taken
more rapid action to impose travel bans on countries with the new Omicron variant. Let
us all pray that this new variant will not penetrate our shores in the coming days. In any
case, let us continue to be extremely careful in observing protocols.

I will conclude this piece by issuing a reminder to one and all on the two basic and vital
goals we have:

1)     Each One Bring One
2)     All Rotary Club of Manila members should be Paul Harris Fellows.

Mabuhay tayong lahat!!!

Humbly yours in Rotary,

FSZ

Felix Francisco S. Zaldarriaga
President
RY 2021-2022

PRESIDENT’S
CORNER
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THE WEEK THAT WAS

The Rotary Club of Manila Audiovisual
Presentation of the Philippine National Anthem

President Chito Zaldarriaga
calls the meeting to order. 

STAR Rtn. Teng Catalan, as Program Moderator/
Facilitator, calls the day’s sequential order of activities.

The singing of the Philippine Rotary Hymn

STAR Rtn. Teng Catalan delivers
an Invocation and Special Prayer.

14Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   December 2, 2021



THE WEEK THAT WAS

STAR Rtn. Teng Catalan, Program
Moderator/Facilitator, acknowledges

the Visiting Rotarians and guests.

15Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

DGND Jackie Rodriguez, President Chito Zaldarriaga, PVP Fausto Preysler Jr., PP Boy
Guevara and STAR Rtn. Teddy Tee Jr., as proposers, introduce their respective inductees,

namely, STAR Rtn.Bertel Ingmar “Ingy” Bertelsen, STAR Rtn. Raoul Creencia,
STAR Rtn. Randolph “Randy” del Valle, STAR Rtn. Richard Jack Everingham and 

STAR Rtn. Rolando Hortaleza, as new members of the Rotary Club of Manila family.

IT/IPT Karlo Castro leads the recitation of the Four
(4) Way Test for Manila Rotarians to renew their

commitment to the Rotary movement.

President Chito Zaldarriaga delivers
his message during his President’s Time.

The World Famous Music Chorale
singing the Welcome Song

balita   December 2, 2021



THE WEEK THAT WAS

RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and
Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP
Hermie Esguerra introduces Guest Speaker
PDG Karen Lee Bertholf Tamayo, OTR, M.D.,
Ed.D., District Trainer, Rotary International
District 3810, RY 2016-2017, RY 2019-2020, RY
2022-2023, Head, Curriculum and Faculty
Development, Rotary Leadership Institute,
District Governor, Rotary International
District 3810, RY 2013-2014, President, Rotary
Club of Hiyas ng Maynila, RY 2005-2006.
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President Chito Zaldarriaga
administers the oath of membership

to the new members.

PDG Alex Cureg conducts the
charging of new members.

Guest Speaker PDG Karen Lee Bertholf
Tamayo, OTR, M.D., Ed.D., District Trainer,
Rotary International District 3810, RY 2016-
2017, RY 2019-2020, RY 2022-2023, Head,
Curriculum and Faculty Development, Rotary
Leadership Institute, District Governor,
Rotary International District 3810, RY 2013-
2014, President, Rotary Club of Hiyas ng
Maynila, RY 2005-2006 delivers her talk.



THE WEEK THAT WAS
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President Chito Zaldarriaga delivers his closing
remarks and thereafter, adjourns the meeting.

President Chito Zaldariaga and Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie
Esguerra present the Certificate of Appreciation, attested by VPE/Club Secretary
Reggie Yu, to PDG Alex Cureg and PDG Karen Lee Bertholf Tamayo, OTR, M.D.,
Ed.D., District Trainer, Rotary International District 3810, RY 2016-2017, RY 2019-
2020, RY 2022-2023, Head, Curriculum and Faculty Development, Rotary
Leadership Institute, District Governor, Rotary International District 3810,
RY 2013-2014, President, Rotary Club of Hiyas ng Maynila, RY 2005-2006.
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An open forum immediately followed right after the talk of Guest Speaker PDG Karen
Lee Bertholf Tamayo, OTR, M.D., Ed.D., District Trainer, Rotary International District
3810, RY 2016-2017, RY 2019-2020, RY 2022-2023, Head, Curriculum and Faculty
Development, Rotary Leadership Institute, District Governor, Rotary International
District 3810, RY 2013-2014, President, Rotary Club of Hiyas ng Maynila, RY 2005-2006.
Among those who participated in the open forum were President Chito Zaldarriaga,
STAR Rtn. Ingy Bertelsen, STAR Rtn Teng Catalan and RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Chairman and Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra.



Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

Yuletide Season is just around the corner, and it’s also about time we see how far
we have gone and what we have achieved for our club this year through a
Governor’s Visit aimed at checking the efficient functioning of clubs after which,
our esteemed District Governor Robert Koa shares his special message to us,
followed by Classification Talks set to bring Vocational Service to a new high with
with STAR Rtn. Carlos “Caloy” Serapio of the Serapio and De Castro Law Office,
enlightening us on his unorthodox cause in law, while newly inducted STAR Rtn.
Richard Jack Everingham of Lead Design Consultant, Asia Pacific region, brings a
whole new dimension to world architectural design.

Manifest that Service Above Self spirit in the time of Christmas cheers and be
there too, 12:30 PM, December 2.

Very truly yours,

PE/PVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA 
Programs Committee Chairman 
RY 2021-2022

From the Programs Committee

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2021-2022
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022

(As of December 1, 2021, 11:00 AM)
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022

21Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

balita   December 2, 2021

(As of December 1, 2021, 11:00 AM)



List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022
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(As of December 1, 2021, 11:00 AM)



List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022
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The Board of Trustees of the RCManila Foundation, Inc. held a Special Meeting last November
26, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and
Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra, RCManila
Foundation, Inc. Secretary/Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday,
RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila PD Beda Fajardo, RCManila
Foundation, Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila VP Farid Schoucair, RCManila Foundation,
Inc. President and Rotary Club of Manila PP Susing Pineda, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee
and Rotary Club of Manila PP Teddy Ocampo, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee and Rotary
Club of Manila PT Lito Sibayan, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila
President Chito Zaldarriaga, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Treasurer/Trustee and Rotary Club of
Manila PD Pepo Nuñez, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila IPD
Celso Abastillas, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila Dir. Amading
Valdez, Rotary Club of Manila PD Phillip Ong, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Assistant Treasurer
and Rotary Club of Manila VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu, Rotary Club of Manila ES Anna Kun
Toledo and RCManila Foundation, Inc. EA Sol Troniado-Encarnacion.

The Board of Trustees of RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Holds Special Meeting
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July 1, 2021

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 
 
An Opportunity has now opened doors for
our club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club. With
only US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution,
you can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

We have members who have risen to donor
levels that have earned them significant point
values. Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie
Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, PVP Hermie
Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet
Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness
to share the points they have earned to allow
Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul
Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution
of US$ 500.00 instead of the regular  US$
1,000.00. 

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling
in www.rotary.org using your R.I.
Identification Number. Once enrolled, you are
allowed to learn Rotary, increase your circle
of friendship and contribute conveniently
using the website. 
 
We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of
service-oriented people who believe that our
congregation is a means to share our
blessings to the less fortunate communities
globally. The Rotary Foundation is the funding
arm of global humanitarian undertakings of
Rotary International. It was formally named in
1917 and the first trustees were appointed
after Rotary International President Arch
Klumph proposed for the establishment of an
endowment for the purpose of doing good in
the world. The first grant of US$ 500
benefitted the International Society for
Crippled Children (Easter Seals). History
marks the milestone projects of The Rotary
Foundation     such      a     scholarship         for 

international graduate study, the elimination
of Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World
Peace Forum, among others.  Under the
Rotary’s 7 Areas of Service Focus, namely,
Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution,
Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water and
Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic
Education and Literacy, Economic and
Community Development and lastly,
Supporting the Environment, Rotary
International and The Rotary Foundation have
made themselves relevant to developing
communities globally.

All these services would not have been made
possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,
who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become
members of The Rotary Foundation through a
minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  

We are currently working on Global Grants and
District Grants. Your contribution will
significantly improve the community living of
our target beneficiaries.
 
For any assistance, please feel free to contact
me.  

Yours in the service of Rotary, 

ROMEO THADDEUS R. LIAMZON  
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation
Director
RY 2021-2022 

Noted by:

FELIX FRANCISCO S. ZALDARRIAGA 
President
RY 2021-2022

Appeal for Paul Harris Fellows

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION

http://www.rotary.org/


Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

This is to announce a call for Global Grant Proposals
for Rotary Year 2021-2022. See the fruition of your
donations to The Rotary Foundation as you witness
sustainable service projects unfold that would
define the existence of Asia’s First Rotary Club.

For queries, please get in touch with the Secretariat
and/or the undersigned.

Yours in Rotary service,

ROMEO THADDEUS “THAD” R. LIAMZON
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation Committee
Director
RY 2021-2022

Calling for Proposals for Global Grants
for RY 2021-2022
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Cheers for Pediatric Cancer Patients

27

MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH
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COGS IN THE WHEEL

PD Beda Fajardo Receives Letter of Inclusion
in the Global Law Experts 2022 Handbook as its

Commercial Law Expert in the Philippines for 2022

28Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

PD Beda Fajardo received a letter dated October 28, 2021
including him in the Global Law Experts 2022 Handbook
as its Commercial Law Expert in the Philippines for 2022.
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PD Beda Fajardo Receives Letter of Inclusion
in the Global Law Experts 2022 Handbook

as its Commercial Law Expert
in the Philippines for 2022
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COGS IN THE WHEEL

DGND Jackie Rodriguez is Speaker on “The Role of
Rotarians in Protecting the Environment” in the

Fireside Chat of the Environment for Good Breakout
Session of the Presidential Conference Manila
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DGND Jackie Rodriguez was a Speaker on “The Role of Rotarians in
Protecting the Environment” in the Fireside Chat of the Environment for
Good Breakout Session of the Presidential Conference Manila last
November 27, 2021 via webinar platform online.
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COGS IN THE WHEEL

Ambassador of the Republic of the Philippines
to the United States of America PVP Babe

Romualdez Bestowed the Order of Sikatuna
with the Rank of Datu
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Ambassador of the Republic of the Philippines to the United States of America PVP Babe
Romualdez was bestowed the Order of Sikatuna with the rank of Datu last November 30,
2021 in a hybrid event which was streamed live.
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Rhea Vitto Tabora (RVT): Please share something about yourself that your fellow
Rotarians might not readily know.

Bertel Ingmar Bertelsen (BIB): My name, Bertel Ingmar Bertelsen, is a tradition that goes
back centuries to my ancestry in Norway. The tradition is that the oldest son of the oldest
son is given Bertel as the first name. So, my father’s name is Bertel Bertelsen (which, in
Norwegian, means ‘Bertel, son of Bertel’) and the name of my oldest son is also Bertel
Bertelsen. 

Another thing that my fellow Rotarians might not know is that, when I was a college student,
the rock musical HAIR asked me to tour with them. Since I just started college, I regretfully
declined. 

As a college student, I founded a student union and was an elected official for the board of
all the student unions nationwide in Netherlands. That gave me a chance to negotiate with
the Dutch government about having better teachers and more money for our colleges.

I was also one of the last Dutch men to do a mandatory service of one and a half years in the
Dutch army. Within three months, I was stationed at the army’s headquarters, and I even
rose to the rank of sergeant at that time. 

MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS
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STAR Rotarian Bertel Ingmar Bertelsen
Found Home in the Philippines

balita   December 2, 2021

He was born in the Netherlands with Norwegian ancestry, worked and lived in many parts of
Europe and the United States, but found home and stayed in the Philippines. 

STAR Rotarian Bertel Ingmar “Ingy” Bertelsen moved to Davao fourteen (14) years ago after
sorting out how to manage his business in Netherlands from the Philippines, considering the
six to seven hours time difference between the two countries. 

In this interview, STAR Rtn. Ingy shares many interesting snippets of his life, why he thought
he was born in the wrong country, and what he likes best about living in the Philippines. Not
to be missed was his amusing encounter with DGND Jackie Rodriguez at the Rotary
International Conference in Hamburg in 2019. 
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STAR Rotarian Bertel Ingmar Bertelsen
Found Home in the Philippines
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RVT: Please tell us a bit about Acquisitium – Insite Media. What types of magazines do
you publish? 

BIB: I still have my company in Europe and am fortunate having a good partner and
employing a team of professionals over there. We started off with educational magazines for
teachers regarding nature education, cultural education, social emotional education and
technical education. Most of these magazines have been running for the last fifteen (15)
years and with a steady group of readers. 

We have also been organizing different fairs for teachers where companies can present
themselves to the teachers. Since the start of COVID though, that part of our business has
not been doing well. But all our publications have shown continued growth.

Ten years ago, we also started publishing magazines for inheritances and major donors. This
is a billion-dollar market in the Netherlands, and we now have four different publications
where NGOs and foundations can present their organization to mostly protestant rich
people. Almost every two years, we come up with a new format of magazine and a new
target group. Most of our magazines have 70 to 80 percent recurring customers, so we know
the magazines really help them raise funds.

Some of the magazines his company publishes in Netherlands
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STAR Rotarian Bertel Ingmar Bertelsen
Found Home in the Philippines

BIB: Fourteen (14) years ago, I met a Filipina
online and fell head over heels in love with
her. After exchanging emails with her for
months (yeah, it was that long ago), I bought a
ticket to the Philippines for a vacation-of-a-
lifetime. For more than a month, I travelled
with her around Davao and her home
province, Surigao del Sur. At the end of the
vacation, I proposed to her, which she
accepted. 

Back in Netherlands, I found out how racist
the immigration laws were and how difficult it
would be to get her into Netherlands. So, I
spoke with my two business partners at that
time, and we worked out a way I could move
to the Philippines while still maintaining my
role in the business. The time zone difference
between the Philippines and Netherlands is
six hours at summertime and seven hours at
wintertime. That means I start working at
around 3 or 4 pm and finish at around 11 or
12 pm. 

However, my relationship with that woman
did not last, and we parted as good friends
after a couple of years. After we broke up,
there was not one moment that I thought of
leaving the Philippines. 

RVT: What has this international move taught you?

BIB: It has taught me that I was born in the wrong country. I never felt at home in
Netherlands. After high school, I worked and lived in Switzerland, Austria, Spain, Emirates,
France, and the United States. Only Switzerland made me feel at home a bit, but still, I did
not stay there. 

When I came here in the Philippines for the first time on vacation, I felt at home right away.
And that made moving here so much easier. Over the years, I have found out that life here
fits me like a glove, and that the only thing I still need to do to become Pinoy is to learn the
language better.

RVT:  How long have you been in the Philippines and what brought you here?

A year later, I met my wife Jane, who is also the mother of my children. And of course, I
stayed here.

His wife and two kids — the main
reason why he decided to stay in the
Philippines for good. 
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STAR Rotarian Bertel Ingmar Bertelsen
Found Home in the Philippines

The other thing that this move taught me is that I like to give back. From the first time I joined
a Rotary meeting, it was already a great fit. It also gave me a great insight into the many
facets of life in Lupang Hinirang since lots of the projects we did were also in the hinterland of
Davao and Samal. In other countries where I lived, I did not join any groups like Rotary, so it’s
really related to the Philippines.

RVT: What do you like best about living and working in the Philippines?

BIB: I am not working here, unless you count tree planting and beach clean ups as work. I do
have investments here in Mindanao, which are all in tree plantations (teak and mahogany).
What I like best about living here in the Philippines is the high quality of life that I get to
enjoy. I love the combination between the social life and great restaurants in modern Makati
and the natural life in Mindanao. 

In Davao, I live at the edge of the city, and I love driving my 400cc motorcycle in the
backroads, visiting projects or just driving to see new natural views. 

And, last but not the least, the wonderful Pinoys I meet living here and through Rotary.

With his son Alex, loving nature and the beautiful green landscape in Mindanao 
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STAR Rotarian Bertel Ingmar Bertelsen
Found Home in the Philippines

RVT: What do you miss most while you are living in the Philippines? 

BIB: Only my father who still lives in Netherlands. Although before Covid, he would visit us
here every year. Thankfully, modern technology helps us in keeping in touch weekly, and my
kids love facetiming with their ‘Putit Lolo’. All the other things like good cheeses and
charcutier are readily available in delicatessen shops in Makati and Davao. So, my father is
really the only thing – or person – that I miss.

RVT: Looking back at your life thus far,
what are you most proud of?

BIB: First of all, my kids, of course. I am a
real hands-on father, and during this
Covid period, I am also my kids’ teacher.
Although they are still young (aged 6 and
7), I can already see that they are growing
into wonderful human beings, and
hopefully, also future Rotarians. 

Before they were born, I had a long list of
accomplishments that I am proud of. But
now, they all fall back, far back, in second
place.

RVT: What experiences do you feel shaped you the most?

BIB: I think that living in many different countries shaped me to the person that I am now.
Starting anew every time I am in a different country climbing the corporate ladder gave me a
chance to reinvent myself and grow immensely as a person. 

Another experience that shaped me was working in the family business. Having my father as
a boss is so much harder than a regular boss, but the experience was very rewarding in the
long run.

RVT: What are your interests and hobbies? What do you do when you are not at work?

BIB: When I am not at work, I enjoy riding my Yamaha SR 400. I mostly ride alone since I am a
trained rider. 

I also have a big interest in arts and culture. Since there are not that many museums in the
Philippines compared to Netherlands, I mostly enjoy going to various tribes and learning
about their customs and culture as well as the natural locations they live in. 

Before Covid, I would really enjoy the nightlife and restaurants in Davao and Makati, but we
all know what happened to the restaurant, bar, and food services industry.

STAR Rtn. Ingy is a hands-on father to his two sons,
Alex (left) and Prince (right). 



RVT: What ignited your interest in joining the Rotary Club of Manila?

BIB: I was already a Rotarian at the Rotary Club of South Davao. It is a Club with wonderful
projects and with a good standing in Rotary District 3860. One of its members, PDG Nonoy
Villa-Abrille, really introduced me to the lifestyle of a Rotarian. But after six years with that
Club, I started to notice that the projects they were doing were not focused enough on my
big passion, which is trees. 

When I went to the Rotary International Conference in Hamburg, I was wearing a Barong
Tagalog as a sign of respect to my new motherland. One day, I was walking past a terrace and
one man commented, “Wow, that is a mighty fine barong.” I asked him how he knew about
that clothing style, because he clearly struck me as a Spanish. 

He said, “Well, I am a Filipino, my name is Jackie Rodriquez, and I am from Rotary Club of
Manila.” He was sitting with another gentleman who clearly looked like he is a German. That
man turned out to be his fellow club member, Dr. Gunter Matschuck.

After having a nice lunch and some beers, and finding out that we had many friends in
common, Jackie and I stayed in touch. As you may know, he made me ambassador to the
Rotary Club of Manila during his presidency. I also joined his T.R.E.E.S. program and started
writing the manual. And after being present during many Zoom meetings of the Rotary Club
of Manila, I decided it was time to change clubs and follow my mentor and friend, Jackie.

MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS
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STAR Rotarian Bertel Ingmar Bertelsen
Found Home in the Philippines

STAR Rtn. Bertel Ingmar "Ingy" Bertelsen is
Rotary Club of South Davao's Past President.  

During the induction of DGND Jackie
Rodriquez, STAR Rtn. Ingy was made an

ambassador of the Rotary Club of Manila
in the presence of their mutual friend, 
PP Norma Monfort of the Rotary Club

of South Davao.
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Manila Rotarian District Governors attended the Christmas Party of the Philippine College of
Rotary Governors last November 28, 2021 at the Grand Ballroom of OKADA Manila in
Parañaque City. Present were PDG Vince Carlos, PDG Obet Pagdanganan, PDG Rudy Bediones
and DGND Jackie Rodriguez. The Christmas Party was hosted by Rotary District 3810 through
the Council of Governors headed by PDG Ernest Yuyek.
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Rotary Club of Manila for RY 2021-2022
Welcomes Team Visit of Rotary District 3810

INTERCLUB RELATIONS

Some members of the Board of Directors of the Rotary Club of Manila for RY 2021-2022
welcomed the Team Visit of Rotary District 3810 last November 29, 2021 via Zoom virtual
platform. Present from the club were President Chito Zaldarriaga, VP Farid Schoucair,
VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu and ES Anna Kun Toledo. Present from the district were SDG
Jardine Bautista, AG Cheska Acuin, DAD Willie Chua and AS Ice Santana.
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INTERNATIONAL SERVICE

Manila Rotarians Attend
Presidential Conference Manila
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Manila Rotarians attended the Presidential Conference Manila last November
26-28, 2021 via online live stream. Those who registered were PDG Alex Cureg,
PDG Obet Pagdanganan, PDG Rudy Bediones, PDG Vince Carlos, President Chito
Zaldarriaga, DGND Jackie Rodriguez, PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra,
ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday and the Rotary Club of Manila Secretariat led by
ES Anna Kun Toledo and Fund Coordinator Grace Ann Aquino-Montes.
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The District Governor is traditionally required by Rotary International to make an
official visit to every club in the district preferably during the first six (6) months
of the Rotary year to give counsel to the club, to observe the holding of an
effective club assembly aimed at presenting the club's plan of action for the year,
to deliver a comprehensive Rotary address or conduct a club forum on Rotary
information before the club.

The District Governor is visiting the club not so much as an "officer", but as a
friend and counselor. The Governor's interaction with the club is held in the spirit
of friendship and constructive counseling. He gives suggestions on how to
further strengthen and improve the club's effectiveness in rendering Rotary
service to the community. Although the Governor is visiting as a friend, he is
however accorded the welcome and protocol appropriate to his position as the
highest ranking officer of Rotary International in the district.

Basis: Section 16.030 Duties of a Governor under Article 16 Governors (Rotary
International By-Laws)

16.030. Duties of a Governor.
The governor is the officer of RI in the district, functioning under the general
control and supervision of the board. The governor shall inspire and motivate
the clubs in the district. The governor shall ensure continuity within the district
by working with past, current, and incoming district leaders. The governor is
responsible for:

(i) conducting an official visit to each club, individually or in multi-club meetings,
that maximizes the governor’s presence to:
1. focus attention on important Rotary issues;
2. provide special attention to weak and struggling clubs;
3. motivate Rotarians to participate in service activities;
4. ensure that the club constitution and bylaws comply with the constitutional
documents, especially following councils on legislation; and
5. personally recognize the outstanding contributions of Rotarians in the
district;

xxx
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The District Governor's Visit

Source: www.rotary.org
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Source: www.rotary.org
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 Straight from
the Horse's Mouth

by Vice President-Elect/Club Secretary
Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu

Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022

“ACTION MAN IN ACTION.” “We can’t help everyone, but everyone can help someone.”
— Dr. Loretta Scott

Raffy continues the family's legacy of action-
based public service. It's a trail blazed by
their eldest brother, Mon Tulfo, who fires at
inefficiencies in government in his
newspaper column that lasted for years.
Brother Raffy takes on the same ills on free
TV and YouTube, all while wearing rare
sneakers. 

The popularity of TV and YouTube channel
"Raffy Tulfo in Action" transcends
entertainment. People's tendency to turn to
the show reveals how it has emerged as an
alternative mechanism for seeking justice. It
has done so in a way that is "free, swift, and
convenient." In the Court of Raffy Tulfo,
parties can avoid the need for expensive
lawyers and court fees. They also
immediately find resolution in just one
episode (maybe two or three in other cases)
as opposed to having to attend years and
years of hearings in court wherein, by the
way, they are rarely even heard since often
only lawyers speak in a language that they do
not understand.

Capitalizing on his popularity and his sincere
desire to craft more equitable laws, he filed
his Certificate of Candidacy for Senator last
October 2, 2021, running as an independent.
The veteran broadcaster said that he is
gunning for a Senate seat as he felt that his
capacity  to help  others  was  “limited” by his 

Delighted to meet with the legendary Rafael
“Raffy” Tulfo, a noted broadcast journalist,
columnist, radio presenter and television
personality whose work focuses on
government and private sector issues. He is
known for his hard-hitting, no-holds-barred
commentary on issues pertaining to abuses
and injustices committed by people in power
against ordinary citizens.

A known champion of the poor, he fights for
the downtrodden — many of whom are
laborers — who flock to his radio show every
day to seek for his help. He is known among
his followers as “Mr. Action Man” and “Idol
Raffy.”

He is the main anchor of a long-standing,
top-rated radio program “WANTED SA
RADYO” aired on 92.3 FM (Radyo5) and
simulcast on OnePH. He also anchors “IDOL
IN ACTION,” a noontime newscast that is
aired daily on TV5 and One PH Cignal
Channel 1. The said newscast has a public
service segment — Itimbre mo kay Tulfo/Ipa-
Raffy Mo — that airs and acts on complaints
from ordinary citizens. The program focuses
on aiding the poor and marginalized with
domestic affairs and societal injustices. He
was also behind investigative and public
service shows, such as, “Philippines' Most
Wanted,” “Task Force Siyasat” and “Problema
Mo, Sagot Ko.”
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by Vice President-Elect/Club Secretary
Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu

Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022

job as a broadcaster. He also expressed confidence that his large online fan base will support
his political aspiration. Subsequently, the announcement of his candidacy for senator received
cheers from his millions of followers across platforms.

As of this writing, Raffy consistently leads the list of senatorial bets for the 2022 elections based
on the latest national surveys.

Indeed, if surveys are to be largely relied upon, the “Action Man” is on the road to become the
country’s next Senator. His victory is all but secured as he is known to give a straightforward,
hard-hitting line of questioning to a person who commit crimes, abuse, dishonesty and
exploitation in the government and private sectors. Being a person who always wanted to focus
on helping the poor on battling the red tapes of society, RAFFY TULFO is certain to fight for the
rights of the downtrodden in the Senate floor.
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