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“What is right must be kept right, what is wrong must be set
right” is, indeed, a law enforcer’s resolve to see a progressive and
disciplined nation soar. Let the country’s Bastion of Discipline
whose landmark legislations have made a significant impact on
Filipino lives, show Asia’s First Rotary Club why he should be the
right man for the job of the highest post in the land.
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Invocation and Special Prayers 
for healing and speedy recovery of PP Cesar Ubaldo,
PP Babes Reyes and Dir. Thad Liamzon

Philippine National Anthem

RCM Hymn

The Four (4) Way Test 

Acknowledgment of Visiting Rotarians and Guests

Welcome Song

President’s Time

Zoom Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2021-2022

Thursday, November 18, 2021, 12:00 PM

Registration and Zoom In 

12:25 PM  Presentation of Meeting Protocol/
Zoom Meeting House Rules

12:30 PM                   Call to Order

Program Moderator/Facilitator/Chika Talk       

AVP of RCM Members

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

STAR Rtn. Alvin Ampil

STAR Rtn. Senen Mangalile

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

11:30 AM                   
STAR Rtn. Senen Mangalile

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

STAR Rtn. Paco Magsaysay
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE
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Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra                              
Programs Committee Chairman

Attested by:
VPE/Sec. Reggie Yu

Response and Meeting Adjournment2:00 PM                   Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga 

Open Forum (to be conducted by a panel of facilitators composed of:)

HON. PANFILO “PING” M. LACSON
Senator

Republic of the Philippines
Presidential Assistant for Rehabilitation and Recovery (2013-2015)

Director-General, Philippine National Police (1999-2001)
Chief, Presidential Anti-Organized Crime Task Force (1998-2001)

Address:

Part II

Introduction of Guest of Honor and Speaker  1:00 PM                   PDG Obet Pagdanganan

Zoom Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2021-2022

Thursday, November 18, 2021, 12:00 PM

balita   November 18, 2021

PP Ebot Tan
Of Counsel, Angara Abello Concepcion Regala and Cruz Law Offices (ACCRALAW)
            
PT Chito Tagaysay
President, Filway Marketing, Inc.

IS Edwin Hernandez
President, Jardine Distribution
Management and Marketing Professional
Former Journalist



Our Guest of Honor and Speaker, a member of the Matatag Class of 1971 of the Philippine
Military Academy, is a distinguished servant leader in our country. He is best known for his
distinctive motto: What is right must be kept right; what is wrong must be set right – a
personal credo he has faithfully observed in his more than 40 years of public service.

His rise to national consciousness started when he solved high-profile crimes, including
kidnap-for-ransom cases, in the 1980s and 1990s. In 1999, he was tasked to head the
Philippine National Police, which under his watch enjoyed a revival of its glory days – along
with the highest public approval ratings in its history.

In 2001, he earned a Senate seat where he continued to show his no-nonsense brand of
leadership. He exhibited his consistent and unflinching resolve, particularly in his call to
scrap the pork barrel fund, then known as the Priority Development Assistance Fund (PDAF),
as early as 2003 – a full 10 years before the pork barrel scam involving Janet Lim-Napoles
exploded in the Filipino people’s collective faces. He also made sure his P200-million-a-year
PDAF entitlement was returned to the national treasury.

While in the Senate, he also led a sturdy crusade against graft and corruption, as evidenced
by the bills he filed and the exposes he made of anomalous transactions that marred our
public institutions.

During the 12th, 13th, 14th and 15th Congresses from 2001 to 2013, he authored or co-
authored landmark legislations, including the Anti-Money Laundering Law and amendments
thereto; Anti-Human Trafficking Act of 2001; Anti-Red Tape Act of 2007; Revised AFP
Modernization Program; Responsible Parenthood and Reproductive Health; and, Sin Tax or
the Excise Tax on Alcohol and Tobacco.

In the aftermath of Super Typhoon Yolanda (international codename: Haiyan) that caused
widespread destruction, damage and death in Central Philippines, he was appointed
Presidential Assistant for Rehabilitation and Recovery, with the unenviable mandate of
unifying the rehabilitation and recovery efforts of government and the private sector.
Despite limited authority and government resources, his office crafted an eight-volume,
8,000-page Comprehensive Rehabilitation and Recovery Plan with a P167-billion proposed
funding in a record six months.

His efforts in the Yolanda rehabilitation led to the institutionalization of essential
mechanisms that assisted calamity-affected communities in building back better, faster and
safer.
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In the 2016 elections, the Filipino people again entrusted him with a Senate seat. As a
member of the 17th Congress, he continues to safeguard public interest and fight
corruption, particularly by shielding the national budget from pork and other
machinations, so it can truly spur inclusive growth for Filipinos. He continues to advance
his legislative agenda to initiate programs on budget reform and village empowerment,
transparency and public accountability, antigraft and corruption, and public order and
security.

Among the laws he authored and/or sponsored in the 17th Congress are the Act
Establishing the Philippine Identification (National ID) System (Republic Act 11055), which
provides for easier transactions with the government and private entities and which helps
deter criminality; the Free Irrigation Law (RA 10969); the Anti-Hazing Law of 2018 (RA
11053); the law restoring the subpoena powers of the Philippine National Police-Criminal
Investigation and Detection Group (RA 10973); and the act providing for the rank
classification in the Philippine National Police (RA 11200).

He also had a key role in crafting the law amending the Anti-Money Laundering Act to
include casinos as “covered persons” (RA 10927); and Joint Resolution No. 01, that
authorized the increase in the base pay of military and uniformed personnel in the
government.

In the 18th Congress, the laws he authored and/or sponsored include the Anti-Terrorism
Act of 2020 (RA 11479), the Bayanihan to Heal As One Act (RA 11469); and the Good
Manners and Right Conduct (GMRC) and Values Education Act (RA 11476).

To this day, he remains an untiring, tenacious watchdog of the national budget, making
sure dubious congressional insertions and useless appropriations – a.k.a. ‘pork’ – are
checked and deleted during plenary debates.

Because of his continued crusade against wrongdoing, particularly against the pork barrel
system in all its iterations, the Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila, where he earned his
Master’s Degree in Government Management, conferred on him last March 27 the degree
of Doctor of Laws, Honoris Causa - a distinction that inspires him to remain committed to
excellence in public service.

Ladies and Gentlemen, let us all give a warm welcome to Honorable Senator Panfilo M.
Lacson!



PROFILE OF
GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER
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Greetings Fellow Members of The Rotary Club of Manila!

We are now well into the “ber” months and as we anticipate the finest season of the
year, it is, indeed, good to know that the CoVid-19 numbers are improving. Needless
to say, we should all continue to be conscious and vigilant to follow necessary
protocols. Equally important is to remind our respective household members to
observe the same.

Last Saturday, the Metropolitan Manila Development Authority (MMDA) gave our
club a Special Plaque of Appreciation for the efforts behind the vaccination program.  
Director Noy Benedicto very ably represented us in receiving the honor extended by
no less than Chairman Benjamin “Benhur” Abalos Jr. himself.  The initiative made by
RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP
Hermie Esguerra, together with the Philippine Dental Association, has, indeed, made
a major impact on this all important national effort. As such, I think it, but fit to turn
over to RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Programs Committee Chairman
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra. I hope he can still find space in his trophy room for this!
Maraming salamat muli RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Programs
Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra!

Today, we shall be hearing from our third “Presidentiable” guest, Hon. Panfilo “Ping”
Lacson, Senator of the Republic of the Philippines. The good Senator was our Guest
of Honor and Speaker last year when he presented the salient points about the “Anti-
Terrorist” Bill. Very eloquent and convincing was he as he unpacked and addressed
the various fears and apprehensions many had about the controversial bill. Let us
see how well he will present his platform today as he jockeys for the highest position
in the land.

Let us all continue to pray for our country and as we approach the coming elections –
that we will all be guided by His Hand and Wisdom!

Cheers my dear RCM brothers!!!

Humbly yours in Rotary,

FSZ

Felix Francisco S. Zaldarriaga
President
RY 2021-2022

PRESIDENT’S
CORNER

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter 12



THE WEEK THAT WAS

The Rotary Club of Manila Audiovisual
Presentation of the Philippine National Anthem

President Chito Zaldarriaga
calls the meeting to order. 

STAR Rtn. JJ Fernandez, as Program Moderator/
Facilitator, calls the day’s sequential order of activities.

The World Famous Music Chorale
Audiovisual Presentation of the RCM Hymn

STAR Rtn. JJ Fernandez delivers an
Invocation and Special Prayer.
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THE WEEK THAT WAS

Rtn. Geoffrey Yu leads the recitation
of the Four (4) Way Test for Manila

Rotarians to renew their commitment
to the Rotary movement. 

14Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

STAR Rtn. L.A. Sevilla and STAR Rtn. Anton Mauricio deliver the report on the
Rotary Club of Manila Bloodletting Activity in cooperation with the RCManila

Foundation, Inc. and the Philippine Red Cross which they both headed, the former
as Chairman of the Bloodletting Activity and the latter as Chairman of the Fellowship.

balita   November 18, 2021

STAR Rtn. Ralph Joseph recites the Rotarian Pledge
as a perfect prelude in fostering and strengthening
ties amongst fellow Rotarians by way of reinforcing
their resolve in furtherance of Service Above Self.



THE WEEK THAT WAS

PP Frank Evaristo, as President of the Alay Lakad Foundation, Inc.,
presents the Certificate of Appreciation to the Rotary Club of Manila
which President Chito Zaldarriaga received on behalf of the club.

15Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

PDG Vince Carlos presented the cash donation
of the Kuzuha Rotary Club, represented by

Rtn. Kenji Mori, for the T.R.E.E.S. Program of
the Rotary Club of Manila. 
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President Chito Zaldarriaga
delivers his message during

his President’s Time.

Rtn. Willie Peliño introduces Past President’s Time Speaker PP Arsenio “Archit” Bartolome,
President, Rotary Club of Manila, RY 1988-1989, First Chairman and President, Bases

Conversion Development Authority (BCDA), First Chairman, Clark Development
Corporation, Former Chairman and President, North Luzon Railways Corporation

(Northrail) and Former President and Chief Executive Officer, Philippine National Bank.



THE WEEK THAT WAS

An open forum immediately followed right after the talk of Past President’s Time
Speaker PP Arsenio “Archit” Bartolome, President, Rotary Club of Manila, RY 1988-

1989, First Chairman and President, Bases Conversion Development Authority
(BCDA), First Chairman, Clark Development Corporation, Former Chairman and
President, North Luzon Railways Corporation (Northrail) and Former President

and Chief Executive Officer, Philippine National Bank. Among those who
participated in the open forum were RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and

Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra, PD Jun Hallare, STAR Rtn.
Anton Mauricio, Rtn. Victor Garcia, PP Boy Guevara, STAR Rtn. Senen Mangalile,
PDG Obet Pagdanganan, PP Frank Evaristo, PD Oscar del Rosario, DE Tony Lopez,

PD Abe Pascual, PD Beda Fajardo and President Chito Zaldarriaga.
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Past President’s Time Speaker PP Arsenio “Archit” Bartolome, President, Rotary Club
of Manila, RY 1988-1989, First Chairman and President, Bases Conversion Development
Authority (BCDA), First Chairman, Clark Development Corporation, Former Chairman
and President, North Luzon Railways Corporation (Northrail) and Former President

and Chief Executive Officer, Philippine National Bank delivers his talk.



THE WEEK THAT WAS

17Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

President Chito Zaldarriaga delivers his closing
remarks and thereafter, adjourns the meeting.
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President Chito Zaldariaga and Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie
Esguerra present the Certificate of Appreciation, attested by VPE/Club Secretary Reggie

Yu, to PP Arsenio “Archit” Bartolome, President, Rotary Club of Manila, RY 1988-1989,
First Chairman and President, Bases Conversion Development Authority (BCDA),

First Chairman, Clark Development Corporation, Former Chairman and President,
North Luzon Railways Corporation (Northrail) and Former President and Chief

Executive Officer, Philippine National Bank.



Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

“What is right must be kept right, what is wrong must be set right” is a cliché a law
enforcer must bring with might. It’s time we get to know Sen. PANFILO “PING”
LACSON up close and virtual as he enlightens Asia’s First Rotary Club with
valuable insights set to instill national discipline as he aspires for the highest
office in the land. 

It’s a Presidential Forum to participate in, so catch it, today, 12:00 PM, November
18!

Very truly yours,

PE/PVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
Programs Committee Chairman
RY 2021-2022

From the Programs Committee

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2021-2022
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022

(As of November 17, 2021, 12:00 PM)
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022
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 RCM ATTENDANCE GROUP: This is strictly to confirm / decline attendance at our weekly 

November 9, 2021

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 

The Sergeant-at-Arms Team has proposed a way to efficiently convey to the membership the
notices of our Programs Committee and Club Project Updates as well as to organize social
chat amongst members, including membership concerns, and best wishes/messages of
sympathy in the properly assigned chat groups. In this regard, RCM will now manage 5
Official Viber Groups which include:

1.
        membership meetings;

   2. RCM SOCIAL CHAT/MEMBERSHIP CONCERNS (formerly MEMBERS’ CONCERNS): This 
       will provide RCM members a chance for relevant social networking/non-political amongst 
       members and provide an opportunity to respectively voice RCM concerns;

   3. RCM SYMPATHIES – Messages of Condolences. To update the membership of Fellow
       Rotarians who have left this earthly journey, and to assure the bereaved family left
       behind that we, like brothers, are here to give comfort with our moral support in the
       RCM Sympathies Group; 

   4. RCM BEST WISHES – Birthday Greetings, Inspirational Messages, Get Well Soon. To
       convey our warmest felicitations to fellow members who are celebrating birthdays,
       anniversaries or new achievements in business, government appointments or notable 
       undertakings in their civic works through the RCM Well Wishes Group; 

   5. RCM GENERAL INFORMATION/ANNOUNCEMENTS - General RCM, District and 
       RI Information, to share an invitation to participate in RCM Projects and sharing of
       business events that may be helpful in our business dealings or invitations from fellow
       Rotary clubs, both local and overseas. This group should be project-related and cater to
       district or RI news.

RCM Viber Groups
and Their Uses
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Each one is earnestly requested to refrain from verbally attacking, criticizing or hurling
insults towards a fellow Manila Rotarian.
As gentlemen of high moral standing and upright character, each one is earnestly
requested to refrain from washing dirty linen in Viber groups of public nature such as,
but not limited to the Viber groups of our club.
Each one is earnestly requested to refrain from making negative comments with respect
to race, religion, gender and not to engage in political discussions / arguments.
Each one is earnestly requested to refrain from posting the same message in multiple
Viber Groups. 
When making remarks, make sure the same is in the English language with due respect
to the foreign members of the club.

Let us encourage one another to follow this RCM Viber Groups’ Code of Conduct concerning
the use of the Club’s Official Viber groups:

Needless to mention, let us earnestly live by and be faithful to the Four Way Test as
Rotarians. 

The RCM Viber Groups’ Code of Conduct will be monitored and enforced by the Sergeant-at-
Arms Team. All necessary disciplinary actions will be forwarded and endorsed by the RCM
Board of Directors. 

Let us all be instruments of membership development and beacons of Rotary congeniality
worthy of emulation by other Rotary clubs in our enduring role as stalwarts of the First
Rotary Club in Asia. Thank you for your kind indulgence on this matter.

Yours in the service of Rotary,

      Chito 
FELIX FRANCISCO S. ZALDARRIAGA 
President, RY 2021-2022

RCM Viber Groups and Their Uses
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The Board of Directors
of the Rotary Club of Manila for RY 2021-2022

Holds Sixth Special Meeting
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

The Board of Directors of the Rotary Club of Manila for RY 2021-2022 held its Sixth (6th)
Special Meeting last November 15, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were RCManila
Foundation, Inc. President and Rotary Club of Manila Director Ex-Officio PP Susing Pineda,
DE/Dir. Albert Alday, VP Farid Schoucair, Dir. Noy Benedicto, VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu,
DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph, AS Henry Go, DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani, DE/Treasurer Jujut Enriquez
and ES Anna Kun Toledo. During this meeting, the Board approved the letter of resignation
of VP Henning Karcher due to health reasons and elected Dir. Farid Schoucair, being the next
in rank, to take his place, as well as the entry of IPBLA/PD Amading Valdez to fill the vacancy
being the next in rank to Dir. Thad Liamzon during the elections held in RY 2020-2021.
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The Membership Committee
of the Rotary Club of Manila Holds Meeting 
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

The Membership Committee of the Rotary Club of Manila held a meeting last
November 16, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform. Present on the part of the aspiring
members were Mr. Nicolas Souvlakis (Swiss), Vice President, Philip Morris
International, and Atty. Rod Nepomuceno (Filipino), President and CEO,
Openhdor, Inc., both proposed by President Chito Zaldarriaga. Present on the
part of the committee were Chairman/PVP Fausto Preysler Jr., Co-Chairman PT
Lito Sibayan, PDG Vince Carlos, PP Susing Pineda, PD Art Lopez and DE/Treasurer
Jujut Enriquez. Also present were AS Henry Go and ES Anna Kun Toledo.
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July 1, 2021

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 
 
An Opportunity has now opened doors for
our club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club. With
only US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution,
you can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

We have members who have risen to donor
levels that have earned them significant point
values. Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie
Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, PVP Hermie
Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet
Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness
to share the points they have earned to allow
Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul
Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution
of US$ 500.00 instead of the regular  US$
1,000.00. 

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling
in www.rotary.org using your R.I.
Identification Number. Once enrolled, you are
allowed to learn Rotary, increase your circle
of friendship and contribute conveniently
using the website. 
 
We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of
service-oriented people who believe that our
congregation is a means to share our
blessings to the less fortunate communities
globally. The Rotary Foundation is the funding
arm of global humanitarian undertakings of
Rotary International. It was formally named in
1917 and the first trustees were appointed
after Rotary International President Arch
Klumph proposed for the establishment of an
endowment for the purpose of doing good in
the world. The first grant of US$ 500
benefitted the International Society for
Crippled Children (Easter Seals). History
marks the milestone projects of The Rotary
Foundation     such      a     scholarship         for 

international graduate study, the elimination
of Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World
Peace Forum, among others.  Under the
Rotary’s 7 Areas of Service Focus, namely,
Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution,
Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water and
Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic
Education and Literacy, Economic and
Community Development and lastly,
Supporting the Environment, Rotary
International and The Rotary Foundation have
made themselves relevant to developing
communities globally.

All these services would not have been made
possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,
who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become
members of The Rotary Foundation through a
minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  

We are currently working on Global Grants and
District Grants. Your contribution will
significantly improve the community living of
our target beneficiaries.
 
For any assistance, please feel free to contact
me.  

Yours in the service of Rotary, 

ROMEO THADDEUS R. LIAMZON  
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation
Director
RY 2021-2022 

Noted by:

FELIX FRANCISCO S. ZALDARRIAGA 
President
RY 2021-2022

Appeal for Paul Harris Fellows

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION

http://www.rotary.org/


Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

This is to announce a call for Global Grant Proposals
for Rotary Year 2021-2022. See the fruition of your
donations to The Rotary Foundation as you witness
sustainable service projects unfold that would
define the existence of Asia’s First Rotary Club.

For queries, please get in touch with the Secretariat
and/or the undersigned.

Yours in Rotary service,

ROMEO THADDEUS “THAD” R. LIAMZON
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation Committee
Director
RY 2021-2022

Calling for Proposals for Global Grants
for RY 2021-2022
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Cheers for Pediatric Cancer Patients

30

MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH
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The Rotary Club of Manila, the Metropolitan Manila Development Authority
(MMDA), Department of Health and the Philippine Dental Association signed a
Memorandum of Agreement last November 11, 2021 at the MMDA Office in
Makati City. Present on the side of the club were RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Chairman and Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra (Project
Proponent), VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu (Project Chairman), STAR Rtn. Anton
Mauricio (Project Co-Chairman). RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and
Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra led the signing for the
club while Chairman Benjamin "Benhur" Abalos Jr. signed on behalf of MMDA.

31

DISEASE PREVENTION AND TREATMENT
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Rotary Club of Manila, Metropolitan Manila
Development Authority (MMDA), Department of Health
and Philippine Dental Association Sign Memorandum

of Agreement for "We Vax As One" Project
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COMMUNITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Jackie and Jessa in Action:
Donation of Relief Goods
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COGS IN THE WHEEL

STAR Rtn. Teddy Kalaw IV Presides Over First
Meeting as Dispute Resolution Administrator of the

Wholesale Electricity Spot Market (WESM)
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STAR Rtn. Teddy Kalaw IV presided over his first meeting as Dispute Resolution
Administrator of the Wholesale Electricity Spot Market (WESM) last November 11, 2021
via Zoom virtual platform.
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COGS IN THE WHEEL

STAR Rtn. Teddy Kalaw IV Presides Over First
Meeting as Dispute Resolution Administrator of the

Wholesale Electricity Spot Market (WESM)
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COGS IN THE WHEEL
STAR Rtn. Lance Tan Leads JCI Makati

to 12 Temiong Awards and 4 Merit Awards 
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STAR Rtn. Lance Tan, as 2021 LO President, led JCI Makati to twelve (12) Temiong
Awards and four (4) Merit Awards during the Temiong Awards of the 73rd National
Convention of JCI Philippines last November 12, 2021 at the Isabela Convention
Center (ICON) in Cauayan City, Isabela. 



COGS IN THE WHEEL
STAR Rtn. Lance Tan is Tourism Hero of the Year

and Business Concept Innovator for 2021
at Asia Leaders Awards
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STAR Rtn. Lance Tan was recognized by Asia Leaders Awards as Tourism Hero of
the Year and Business Concept Innovator for 2021 last November 11, 2021. His
chapter, JCI Makati, on the other hand, was recognized as Outstanding NGO for
2021 during the same awards.



COGS IN THE WHEEL

DE/Dir. Albert Alday is Elected
2022 National Secretary-General

of JCI Senate Philippines
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DE/Dir. Albert Alday, representing JCI Senate Makati, was elected as the 2022
National Secretary-General of JCI Senate Philippines last November 13, 2021 at the
Teodora Hall of the JAPI Travellers Hotel in Cauayan City, Isabela.



COGS IN THE WHEEL

Rotary Club of Manila Receives
Plaque of Appreciation from MMDA
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The Rotary Club of Manila received a
Plaque of Appreciation from the
Metropolitan Manila Development
Authority (MMDA) last November 13,
2021 at the SMX Convention Center in
Pasay City during the launching of I Love
Metro Manila, a special event envisioned
to uplift the spirits of Metro Manila and
its residents from all walks of life who are
affected by the impact of the CoVid-19
pandemic.  Dir. Noy Benedicto received
the plaque as requested by President
Chito Zaldarriaga on behalf of the club.



COGS IN THE WHEEL

RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Programs
Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra and
VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu Complete Presidents-
Elect Rotary Leadership Institute III Batch One and

Graduate from the Institute
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RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP
Hermie Esguerra and VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu attended and completed the
Presidents-Elect Rotary Leadership Institute III Batch 1 and consequently,
graduated from the institute last November 13, 2021  via Zoom virtual platform.



COGS IN THE WHEEL

DE/Dir. Albert Alday Receives the Most Outstanding
JCI Senator in the Philippines Award

in the 2021 Golden Awards of JCI Senate Philippines
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DE/Dir. Albert Alday, as
member of JCI Senate
Makati, was bestowed the
Most Outstanding JCI
Senator in the Philippines
Award, the highest and
much coveted award in the
2021 Golden Awards of JCI
Senate Philippines last
November 13, 2021 during
the Presidential Ball held
on the occasion of the 53rd
National Convention of JCI
Senate Philippines at the
JAPI Travellers Hotel in
Cauayan City, Isabela.



COGS IN THE WHEEL

DE/Dir. Albert Alday Bestowed
Gawad Bigkis by JCI Philippines
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DE/Dir. Albert Alday, as a member of
JCI Senate Makati, was bestowed the
Gawad Bigkis No. 0001 by JCI
Philippines during the 73rd National
Convention of JCI Philippines held
last November 12, 2021 at the
Isabela Convention Center (ICON),
Cauayan City, Isabela.



COGS IN THE WHEEL

Dir. Amading Valdez is Panelist
on DZAR Sunshine Radio 1026

on What Will Make a Candidate Win
in the 2022 Elections
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Dir. Amading Valdez was a panelist on DZAR Sunshine Radio 1026 on the topic,
"Ano ang Magpapanalo ng Kandidato sa #Halalan 2022 - Partido o Kasikatan ?"
last November 17, 2021 via virtual platform and broadcast live.



COGS IN THE WHEEL
STAR Rtn. Joshua Aragon’s Zagana is Nominee
for Merchant Congeniality Ultimate Lifesaver

at Golden Grab Awards 2021
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STAR Rtn. Joshua Aragon’s
Zagana was a Nominee for
Merchant Congeniality Ultimate
Lifesaver at the Golden Grab
Awards 2021.



RCC District Assembly

44

INTERCLUB RELATIONS

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   November 18, 2021

Project KSP:
Kabuhayan sa Pandemya



New Members & Sponsors Night
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Presidential Conference Manila
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GOOD GOVERNANCE PERSONIFIED. “It does not matter if the cat is black or white — what is
important is that it catches mice.” — Deng Xiaoping

His career started unassumingly in the
sheltered confines of the academe, at the
University of the Philippines where he taught
from 1952 and eventually became the
youngest Dean of the College of Business
Administration in 1969 at the age of 30 years
old. Simultaneous with his full-time teaching
load, he prodigiously developed the practice of
business consultancy of the accounting firm of
SyCip, Gorres, Velayo & Company, which led to
the establishment of its Management Services
Division. 

In 1967, government took notice of his
growing reputation and expertise and was
appointed Deputy Director-General for
Investments of the Presidential Economic
Staff. This led to a string of appointments, first
as Undersecretary for Industry at the
Department of Commerce and Industry (1967-
1968), then as Chairman of the Board of
Investments (1968-1970), Secretary/Minister of
Finance (1970-1986), Chairman, Development
Committee and Consultative Group for
External Assistance from the World Bank and
International Monetary Fund and the Asian
Development Bank (1976-1980), among
others. 

His public service career was tested by
tumultuous shocks and demand development
problems — the energy crisis of the 1970s,
aggravated by currency and interest rate
changes. In the midst of very challenging
times, he helped to steer major investment,
financial, banking, tax and budgetary reforms
for the government.  Mr. Virata inherited a
department weak in technical expertise, a
weakness  he  was  able to  remedy in his  long 

There is always a special niche for an upright
bureaucrat, a man of good will even in the most
corrupt of systems; in the darkness, he who
holds a candle is always needed. CESAR
ENRIQUE AGUINALDO VIRATA, who served as a
Finance and Prime Minister under President
Ferdinand Marcos in an era considered as both
the best and worst times for the Philippine
economy, was one of a handful of top officials
under the Marcos regime whose reputations
have remained unsullied to this day.

Cesar Virata is the quintessential Filipino
technocrat. An achiever even as a student, He
holds two Bachelor of Science degrees, in
Mechanical Engineering and Business
Administration, which he completed with honors
(cum laude) at the University of the Philippines
in 1952. In 1953, he earned his MBA in Industrial
Management from the University of
Pennsylvania.  
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tenure in that position, the longest in the
country’s history. He also embarked on a
major cleanup of the Bureaus of Internal
Revenues and Customs, dismissing some
5,000 officials over the years, including some
politically well-connected staff. There was an
urgent need to put the fiscal house in order
while seeking as well international assistance
for the country’s development efforts, leading
to the Consultative Group coordinated by the
World Bank. He saw in the Consultative Group
a vehicle for breaking the policy gridlock and
moving institutional reforms forward to
streamline the agencies and minimize
corruption.

Realizing the pitfalls in the Investment
Incentives Law, he wanted to accelerate the
liberalization of industry and trade. To help in
this pursuit he recommended to President
Marcos the appointment in 1970 of Gerardo
Sicat, a UP professor of economics with a PhD
from MIT (Cambridge, Massachusetts), to
head the National Economic Council that was
later to become the National Economic
Development Authority (NEDA).

He was also responsible for the reform of
commercial banking which was no less
challenging than the industrial and trade
policy reforms. The martial law setting would
help accelerate the reforms in the domestic
banking sector, leading to the merger of
banks, increased capitalization, foreign
participation, and stronger competition in the
sector. Reforms extended to the Land Bank,
which is now the largest formal credit
institution in rural areas.

He served as an elected Member of the
Batasan Pambansa (Parliament) from 1978 to
1986,  the  last  five  years  of  which,  as Prime
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Minister of the Republic of the Philippines
(1981-1986). As Finance Secretary, Mr.
Virata actively participated in and
passionately pushed for the ratification of
the Philippines-Japan Treaty of Amity,
Commerce and Navigation in 1976. This
landmark agreement not only normalized
postwar trade relations between the
Philippines and Japan were finally
established.

Throughout his 34 years of outstanding
government service, Prime Minister Virata
developed a reputation for unsullied
integrity, shining competence and sterling
performance. It is a well-known fact that
during the Philippines’ most turbulent
crises of the 1970’s to the mid-1980’s, it was
the reputation of Prime Minister Virata,
which allowed the country continued access
to international finance and recognition by
the world business and banking
community. 

Though retired from public service in 1986,
the former Prime Minster Virata continued
to keep an extremely active schedule
through his involvement in various business
and civic organizations. He is also involved
in many other charitable, educational,
business. historical foundations.

In 2014, the University of the Philippines
made the unprecedented move to rename
the College of Business Administration after
him — the Cesar E.A. Virata School of
Business (VSB) — where he served as Dean
from 1960 to 1967. As an alumnus of the
college, I had the extraordinary honor of
being invited to personally witness the
unveiling of a market commemorating this
name change. 
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I have always been fascinated of Mr. Virata’s accomplishments since my halcyon days
as a university student. But I grew to admire him more when I got to meet him in a
number of occasions. Aware of his lofty positions in government during the Marcos
regime, I expected him to be aloof and magisterial. Much to my surprise, I found him
to be a regular, unassuming, and gentle human being. Over the years since, I have felt
more at ease with him not only in social gatherings but also in more formal occasions. 

Having engaged with him in many of our casual conversations made me better
appreciate the real Cesar Virata and the reforms he initiated which laid the
groundwork for later reforms that have largely benefited the economy. It also made
me understand why he stuck it out in public service during the much-disdained
martial law regime. Even 91 years old, he remains a hard-wired optimist, it seems,
doggedly hoping that his work on national policy and international economic
diplomacy under those difficult circumstances will make a long-run difference.
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