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A glorious past begets a heritage of which members, past and
present, can truly call their own. More than a hundred years in
Service Above Self is a treasure which only the stewards of Asia’s
First Rotary Club can genuinely attest. Let our distinguished Past
District Governor bring us back in time through stories that would
inspire the future generation of Manila Rotarians.
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Invocation and Special Prayers    
for the healing and speedy recovery of PP Cesar
Ubaldo, IPD Celso Abastillas and Rotary Ann Ging
Abastillas and Dir. Thad Liamzon  as well as for the
eternal repose of the souls of Former Manila
Rotarian PD Pat Viloria (former Trustee, RCManila
Foundation, Inc.), Former Manila Rotarian PD Mike
Arambulo (former Trustee, RCManila Foundation,
Inc.), Dr. Aretas P. Singson-Alday (mother of DE/Dir.
Albert Alday), Former Manila Rotarian PVP Serge
Ayson, Edward Go, PDG Charoy Marquez (Rotary
Club of Bagumbayan-Manila), Ms. Fatima Eldebs
(sister of PD Issam Eldebs), Friends of the Rotary
Club of Manila - Ding Wenceslao and Emil Ong, Ms.
Milagros de la Cruz Gonzales (former Fund
Coordinator of the Rotary Club of Manila) and
Mayang (Hospicio de San Jose)

Philippine National Anthem

RCM Hymn

Philippine Rotary Hymn

The Rotarian Pledge

The Four (4) Way Test 

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

Zoom Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2021-2022

Thursday, September 30, 2021, 12:30 PM

Registration and Zoom In 

12:25 PM  Presentation of Meeting Protocol/Zoom Meeting
House Rules

12:30 PM                   Call to Order

Program Moderator/Facilitator/ChikaTalk

AVP of RCM Members

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP

Rtn. John Emyl Eugenio

Rtn. Jun Aventura

12:00 PM                   
STAR Rtn. Raf Dionisio

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

STAR Rtn. Inov Talusan
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September 24     Rtn. Nico Valencia                       September 28     Rtn. Jovee Ong
September 27     STAR Rtn. Ralph Joseph              September 29     Rtn. Michael Go  
                              STAR Rtn. Ronald Martinez                              

Part I

balita   September 23, 2021

President’s Time Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

Maligayang Bati

Happy Birthday Song     

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of Birthday Celebrants



PROGRAM TIMETABLE
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Part II

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra                           
Programs Committee Chairman

Attested by:
VPE/Sec. Reggie Yu

Response and Meeting Adjournment2:00 PM                   Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga 

Open Forum 

Introduction of the Speaker

1:00 PM                   

 PDG VICENTE “VINCE” J. CARLOS
Rotary International District 381 Governor, RY 1990-1991 

President, Rotary Club of Manila, RY 1982-1983
Former Secretary, Department of Tourism, Republic of the Philippines

Consul General A.H. and Chevalier, Republique de Cote d’Ivoire
Managing Partner, Carlos Law Offices

Former Dean, Consular Corps of the Philippines

Address:

balita   September 23, 2021

Zoom Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2021-2022

Thursday, September 30, 2021, 12:30 PM

Introduction on the New Segment, “Past President’s
Time”

DE/Dir. Albert Alday

1:10 PM                   Past President’s Time

DE/Dir. Albert Alday



A. EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND

Grade School          :          Ateneo de Manila University
High School             :          Ateneo de Manila University
College                     :          Atene de Manila University and
                                             Far Eastern University (A.B. Political Science & A.B. English)
Bachelor of Laws    :          Ateneo de Manila University
(LLB)                          :         (President, Student Council)
Business Courses   :          University of Pennsylvania           

B. BUSINESS ACTIVITIES & POSITIONS HELD

Managing Partner, CARLOS LAW OFFICES
Consul General a.h. and Chevalier, REPUBLIQUE DE COTE D’IVOIRE
Director, World Federation of Consuls (FICAC)
Chairman, East Asia Regional Committee (FICAC)
Former Dean, CONSULAR CORPS OF THE PHILIPPINES
Chairman, BONITA REALTY & DEV. CORP.
President, GLOBAL BUSINESS HOLDINGS, INC.
President, VERONESE HOLDINGS, INC.
President, CELLINI HOLDINGS, INC.

C. FORMER GOVERNMENT POSITIONS (1992-1995)

Secretary, DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM
Cabinet Officer for REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT (CORD) FOR REGION V
Chairman, PHILIPPINE TOURISM AUTHORITY (PTA)
Chairman, PHILIPPINE CONVENTION & VISITORS CORP. (PCVC)
Chairman, PHILIPPINE COMMISSION ON SPORTS AND SCUBA DIVING (PCSSD)
Chairman, INTRAMUROS ADMINISTRATION (IA)
Chairman, PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION ON TAGAYTAY-TAAL (PCTT)
Chairman, IFUGAO TERRACES COMMISSION
Acting Chairman, CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOARD (CAB)
Board Member, MANILA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY (MIAA)
Board Member, MACTAN CEBU INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY (MCIAA)
Member, NATIONAL CENTENNIAL COMMISSION
Member, NORTHWESTERN LUZON GROWTH QUADRANGLE COMMISSION

PROFILE OF PAST PRESIDENT’S TIME SPEAKER
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D. CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 381 GOVERNOR (1990-91)
ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA (President, 1982-1983)
ROTARY CLUB OF MAKATI CENTRAL (HONORARY MEMBER)
ROTARY CLUB OF MAKATI METRO (HONORARY MEMBER)
ROTARY CLUB OF MAKATI LEGAZPI (HONORARY MEMBER)
ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA SOUTH (HONORARY MEMBER)
JUNIOR CHAMBER OF MAKATI (President, 1976)
PHILIPPINE JAYCEE SENATE

E. ASSOCIATIONS & FOUNDATIONS

SKAL CLUB OF MANILA (Honorary Member)
UNION INTERNATIONALE DE CLEF D’OR (Honorary Member)
PHILIPPINE BAR ASSOCIATION
MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION OF THE PHILS. (MAP)
PHILIPPINE CENTENNIAL FOUNDATION
CONFRERIE DE LA CHAINE DES ROTISSEURS (Officier)
PHILIPPINE ROTARY MAGAZINE FOUNDATION, INC. (Vice-Chairman)
NAMCYA FOUNDATION (Member, Board of Trustees)
PHILIPPINES-JAPAN FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY
MANILA-SAN FRANCISCO SISTER CITIES ASSOCIATION (Charter Member)
PHILIPPINE-FOUNDATION FOR POLIOMYELITIS, INC.
ATENEO ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
ATENEO LAW ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
PHILIPPINE MOTOR ASSOCIATION
INTERNATIONAL AIRLINE PASSENGERS ASSOCIATION (IAPA)
FRATERNAL ORDER OF UTOPIA
PHILIPPINE COLLEGE OF ROTARY GOVERNORS
ROTARY D-3810 FOUNDATION
RCM FOUNDATION
ORDER OF THE BLUE EAGLES
PHILIPPINE IVORIAN BUSINESS COUNCIL (CHAIRMAN)
PHILIPPINE-MEXICO BUSINESS COUNCIL
PACIFIC ASIA TRAVEL ASSOCIATION-PATA (Member, Board of Director)
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF TRAVEL AGENTS (ASTA) 
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F. SOCIAL/SPORTS CLUBS

MANILA POLO CLUB
WACK-WACK GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB
TOWER CLUB
BAGUIO COUNTRY CLUB
FONTANA RESORT AND COUNTRY CLUB, INC.

G. FORMER BUSINESS ACTIVITIES

Senior Partner, PUNO, PUNO & CARLOS LAW OFFICES
Chairman and President, DINERS CLUB (Phils.), INC.
Chairman and President, LEGASPI INTERNATIONAL TRADING CORP.
Chairman, KAWILIHAN PASTRIES & BAKE SHOP, INC.
President, PASAY-HONGKONG REALTY CORP.
Executive Vice-President and General Manager, NORTON & HARRISON CO., INC.
Corporate Secretary & Director, CENTRO ESCOLAR UNIVERSITY
Vice-President and Director, CONCRETE AGGREGATES CORP.
Treasurer & Director, STATE BONDING & INSURANCE CO.
Treasurer & Director, GANG-NAIL PHILS., INC.
Corporate Secretary & Director, JACKBILT CONCRETE BLOCK, CO., INC.
Vice-Chairman & Director, TEGULA FILIPINA CORP.
Director, SECURTY BANK & TRUST CO.
Director, ETERNIT CORP.
Director, SANIPLAST MANUFACTURING CORP.
Director, MANILA INTERNATIONAL TEXTILE INDUSTRIES, INC.
Director, FILIPINAS MARKETING CORP.
Director, FILIPINAS CEMENT CORP.
Director, DUPRO PHILIPPINES, INC.
President, RELIABLE DEVELOPMENT & REALTY CORP.
Director & Corp. Secretary, UNITED CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.
Director & Corp. Secretary, SECURITY DEVELOPMENT & REALTY CORP.
Director & Corp. Secretary, J. C. REALTY & BUILDING CORP.
Director & Corp. Secretary, SOLRAC DEVELOPMENT & REALTY CORP.
Director & Treasurer, RN HI-Speed Ferries, Inc.
Director, BISTRO HOLDINGS, INC.
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Awarded by King Juan Carlos I of Spain the Spanish Condecoracion of “GRAN CRUZ DE LA
ORDEN DEL MERITO CIVIL”
Awarded by H. E. Philippine President Fidel V. Ramos the Presidential Award of Medal Merit
on June 23, 1998
Awarded by the Republic of Cote d’Ivoire the decoration of “CHEVALIER D’ ORDRE NATIONAL”
Awarded by President Arnold Foote the FICAC Medal of Excellence on November 20, 2010
Awarded by President Arnold Foote the FICAC Medal of Honor on November 20, 2010
Service Above Self Award, Rotary International
Distinguished Service Award Rotary Foundation
Citation of Meritorious Service, Rotary Foundation
Serving Beyond Your Year Award, Philippine College of Rotary Governors
Adopted Son, Province of Tarlac
Adopted Son, Municipality of Gen. Trias, Cavite
Recipient of hundreds of awards and citations from Rotary Clubs, Rotary Districts, Rotary
International and the Rotary Foundation

Signatory to the Agreement on Cooperation on Tourism between the governments of
the Republic of the Philippines and the Kingdom of Thailand, March 14, 1993
Member, National Committee for the Observance of the 50th Anniversary of the UN,
October 24, 1995

Director, BISTRO AMERICANO CORP.
Director, BISTRO AUSTRALIANO CORP.
Director, BISTRO ITALIANO CORP.
Member, INTEGRATED BAR OF THE PHILIPPINES
Captain, PHILIPPINE COAST GUARD AUXILIARY
Director, SALVATION ARMY (ADVISORY BOARD)
Associate Attorney, CARLOS, IBARRA, VALDEZ & CAUNAN LAW OFFICES

H. AWARDS & CITATIONS

I. OTHERS
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PRESIDENT’S
CORNER

Greetings my RCM Brothers,

It is in times of crisis that one realizes how precious a brotherhood such as ours truly is.  

As many of you know, last weekend, our Director and Immediate Past Vice President Thad
Liamzon figured in a vehicular accident that ended up with him being rushed to a hospital in
Quezon City.

Accordingly, there was a certain Corporal Arevalo who was in possession of his mobile phone
and made a series of calls to the contact list in his phone.  My instinct was to call and verify the
situation.  After the hospital confirmed that our patient was indeed in the ER, I contacted Roma,
Thad’s wife, who was already on the way to the hospital.

What transpired after that was a flurry of  a handful of our members who kicked into action to
give him the best medical attention possible. His stroke was the main concern of everyone. I
called the secretary of Eckie Gonzales (son of our late fellow Manila Rtn. Ambassador Ralf
Gonzales) of Medical City to coordinate the expediting of his admission in the Neuro-ICU unit. 
 Very tense moments followed after that. There was a prayer meeting with Fr. Alex Balatbat
which PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra graciously arranged via Zoom. At some point, we were apprised
that the procedure that was done for Thad was a great success. I enjoin one and all to continue
praying for Thad. May Almighty God grant him full recovery from this episode and bring him
back as good as new.  We need to hear that operatic voice of his again.

Today, we have the opportunity to hear our very own Past District Governor Vince Carlos who
will be sharing his learnings and golden nuggets of wisdom during those glorious years of the
Rotary Club of Manila which happened to occur during his presidency. I am excited to learn
from this magnificent friend and colleague.

God bless us all.
 

Humbly yours in Rotary,
 
FSZ

Felix Francisco S. Zaldarriaga
President
RY 2021-2022
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THE WEEK THAT WAS

The Rotary Club of Manila Audiovisual Presentation
of the Philippine National Anthem

President Chito Zaldarriaga
together with LCP Sonny Taay (Rotary Club of

Manila Premier) and LCP Ruby Alferos (Rotary
Club of San Jose), calls the meeting to order. 

DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani, as Program
Moderator/ Facilitator, calls the day’s

sequential order of activities.

The World Famous Music Chorale Audiovisual Presentation of the
RCM Hymn and the singing of the Philippine Rotary Hymn

AT PJ Garcia delivers
an Invocation and Special Prayer.
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THE WEEK THAT WAS

STAR Rtn. Brendon Yujuico leads
the recitation of the Four (4) Way
Test for Manila Rotarians to renew
their commitment to the Rotary
movement. 

STAR Rtn. JJ Fernandez recites the
Rotarian Pledge as a perfect prelude in
fostering and strengthening ties amongst
fellow Rotarians by way of reinforcing their
resolve in furtherance of Service Above Self.

11Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani, Program
Moderator/Facilitator, acknowledges the
Rotary clubs in the joint meeting and their
respective members present.

VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu
acknowledges Visiting Rotarians and guests.

balita   September 30, 2021

The World Famous Music Chorale singing the Welcome Song



THE WEEK THAT WAS

12Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

Guest Speaker PDG Virgilio “Jun” G. Farcon Jr.,
Regional Rotary Foundation Coordinator,
Zone 10A, RY 2019-2022, Chairman, Philippine
Rotary Magazine Foundation, Inc., RY 2015-
2016 and Chairman and CEO, Philippine
College of Rotary Governors, RY 2014-2015
delivers his talk. 

President Chito Zaldarriaga, together with LCP Sonny Taay (Rotary
Club of Manila Premier) and LCP Ruby Alferos (Rotary Club of San
Jose),  delivers his message during his President’s Time.

Dir. Thad Liamzon introduces Guest
Speaker PDG Virgilio “Jun” G. Farcon Jr.,
Regional Rotary Foundation
Coordinator, Zone 10A, RY 2019-2022,
Chairman, Philippine Rotary Magazine
Foundation, Inc., RY 2015-2016 and
Chairman and CEO, Philippine College
of Rotary Governors, RY 2014-2015.

balita   September 30, 2021

Dir. Johnny Chotrani, Program
Moderator/Facilitator,
acknowledges the week’s
birthday celebrants, namely,
PT Lito Sibayan and PP Cesar
Ubaldo, which was followed by
an audiovisual presentation of
the World Famous Music Chorale
singing the happy birthday song.



THE WEEK THAT WAS
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President Chito Zaldarriaga,
together with LCP Sonny Taay
(Rotary Club of Manila Premier)
and LCP Ruby Alferos (Rotary Club
of San Jose), deliver their respective
closing remarks and thereafter,
adjourn the meeting.

President Chito Zaldariaga and
Programs Committee Chairman
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra present the
Certificate of Appreciation, attested by
VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu, to
PDG Virgilio “Jun” G. Farcon Jr.,
Regional Rotary Foundation
Coordinator, Zone 10A, RY 2019-
2022, Chairman, Philippine Rotary
Magazine Foundation, Inc., RY 2015-
2016 and Chairman and CEO,
Philippine College of Rotary
Governors, RY 2014-2015.

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   September 30, 2021

An open forum immediately followed right after the talk of Guest Speaker PDG Virgilio
“Jun” G. Farcon Jr., Regional Rotary Foundation Coordinator, Zone 10A, RY 2019-2022,
Chairman, Philippine Rotary Magazine Foundation, Inc., RY 2015-2016 and Chairman
and CEO, Philippine College of Rotary Governors, RY 2014-2015. Among those who
participated in the open forum were IPBLA/PD Amading Valdez, PDG Alex Cureg, PDSAA
Gunter Matschuck, President Chito Zaldarriaga, DE/Dir. John Michael Cutter and
DDCC/PP Jackie Rodriguez.



Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

In our continuing desire to innovate our programs, your Programs Committee
has saw it fit to bring the heritage of our sterling past to fore through honoring
the strides of our club’s past leaders, bridging a glorious past to a promising
future and with the influx of many new Manila Rotarians, especially our STAR
Rotarians, into our fold, exposing them to the club culture we have built over the
years is of the essence. Hence, we are introducing a new segment in our program
as we launch the PAST PRESIDENT’S TIME with no less than PDG VINCE CARLOS as
our inaugural speaker. Get to know the Rotary Club of Manila down memory lane
as we reminisce our club’s achievements and bring a blissful yesterday back to
life.

Let this be a nostalgic moment as we get ready, today, 12:30 PM, September 30!

Very truly yours,

PE/PVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
Programs Committee Chairman
RY 2021-2022

From the Programs Committee
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2021-2022
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022

(As of September 29, 2021, 01:00 PM)
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022
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(As of September 29, 2021, 01:00 PM)



List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022
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(As of September 29, 2021, 01:00 PM)



List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022
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July 1, 2021

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 
 
An Opportunity has now opened doors for
our club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club. With
only US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution,
you can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

We have members who have risen to donor
levels that have earned them significant point
values. Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie
Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, PVP Hermie
Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet
Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness
to share the points they have earned to allow
Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul
Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution
of US$ 500.00 instead of the regular  US$
1,000.00. 

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling
in www.rotary.org using your R.I.
Identification Number. Once enrolled, you are
allowed to learn Rotary, increase your circle
of friendship and contribute conveniently
using the website. 
 
We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of
service-oriented people who believe that our
congregation is a means to share our
blessings to the less fortunate communities
globally. The Rotary Foundation is the funding
arm of global humanitarian undertakings of
Rotary International. It was formally named in
1917 and the first trustees were appointed
after Rotary International President Arch
Klumph proposed for the establishment of an
endowment for the purpose of doing good in
the world. The first grant of US$ 500
benefitted the International Society for
Crippled Children (Easter Seals). History
marks the milestone projects of The Rotary
Foundation     such      a     scholarship         for 

international graduate study, the elimination
of Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World
Peace Forum, among others.  Under the
Rotary’s 7 Areas of Service Focus, namely,
Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution,
Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water and
Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic
Education and Literacy, Economic and
Community Development and lastly,
Supporting the Environment, Rotary
International and The Rotary Foundation have
made themselves relevant to developing
communities globally.

All these services would not have been made
possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,
who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become
members of The Rotary Foundation through a
minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  

We are currently working on Global Grants and
District Grants. Your contribution will
significantly improve the community living of
our target beneficiaries.
 
For any assistance, please feel free to contact
me.  

Yours in the service of Rotary, 

ROMEO THADDEUS R. LIAMZON  
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation
Director
RY 2021-2022 

Noted by:

FELIX FRANCISCO S. ZALDARRIAGA 
President
RY 2021-2022

Appeal for Paul Harris Fellows

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION

http://www.rotary.org/


Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

This is to announce a call for Global Grant Proposals
for Rotary Year 2021-2022. See the fruition of your
donations to The Rotary Foundation as you witness
sustainable service projects unfold that would
define the existence of Asia’s First Rotary Club.

For queries, please get in touch with the Secretariat
and/or the undersigned.

Yours in Rotary service,

ROMEO THADDEUS “THAD” R. LIAMZON
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation Committee
Director
RY 2021-2022

Calling for Proposals for Global Grants
for RY 2021-2022
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Cheers for Pediatric Cancer Patients

22

MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH
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28th Mid Autumn Festival 2021

23

INTERCLUB RELATIONS
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INTERCLUB RELATIONS
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Palo para sa mga Dualtech Scholars



Fun-demic D-3810
Masquerade Halloween Night
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INTERCLUB RELATIONS
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INTERCLUB RELATIONS
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Rotaract Club of Manila Holds “Solstice: The 21st
Handover and 22nd Induction Ceremonies”

Manila Rotarians attended “Solstice: The
21st Handover and 22nd Induction
Ceremonies of the Rotaract Club of
Manila” last September 25, 2021 via Zoom
virtual platform. Present were President
Chito Zaldarriaga, DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph,
DDCC/PP Jackie Rodriguez and DE/Dir.
Albert Alday. 
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Rotaract Club of Manila Holds “Solstice: The 21st
Handover and 22nd Induction Ceremonies”

President Chito Zaldarriaga administering the Oath of Office to the Board of Directors and
Executive Officers of the Rotaract Club of Manila for RY 2021-2022 led by LCP Abigael
Sarmiento.
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DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph conducting the Charging of New Members of the Rotaract Club of
Manila for RY 2021-2022.
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Rotaract Dance TikTok #Challenge
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STAR Rtn. Ronald Martinez:
The Analytics and IT Guy

Who Makes a Big Difference
in the Business World

By Rhea Vitto Tabora

In this interview, STAR Rtn. Ronald shares the nature of his job, the most rewarding as well as
the most challenging part of it. 

Read on and find out how this ‘agent of change’ is bridging the gap between management
and technology, and how he is making a difference by providing actionable
recommendations to executives and stakeholders to improve businesses.

On a lighter note, find out his interests and hobbies, and what he did when he appeared on
national television. 

Business analytics is 
changing the way 

the companies
work and thrive. 
Many businesses

integrate new technologies
to record, monitor and utilize data
to improve processes, streamline

operations, increase efficiency,
personalize marketing and identify

new business opportunities, 
among other benefits. 
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Meet STAR Rtn. Ronald Martinez, an expert
in analyzing data trends, delivering data-
driven recommendations and introducing
change to businesses. 
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Rhea Vitto Tabora (RVT): Business analytics and IT systems – what drew you to these
fields? 

STAR Rtn. Ronald Martinez (RM): Being in analytics and IT, I think, was the result of what
was going on back in the 90s. I ventured into IT just after the dot.com bubble burst in 2000,
not because this idea failed, but because of what was technically accomplished and the
potential disruption it could enable in the future. 

The infancy stage of the internet was the world of my youth. At that time, I was curious to
understand how business and tech could intersect, so joining P&G was a fortunate first step
for me to see how a business institution of its size and class would apply all these emerging
technologies. 

In hindsight, luck and timing were also on my side as my personal situation and what roles
were available at that time aligned perfectly.

RVT: What is the most rewarding part
about your job? 

RM: The most rewarding part about this
job is when new insights and learnings
uncovered through our work is
understood and actioned by the business.
When we elicit 'Aha's' from a group or see
things done differently because of a new
learning, then we are able to add value. So,
when we do get it right, an organization
can improve its capacity, reliability, and
effectiveness and can impact results in a
larger, more sustainable, and more
meaningful way.

RVT: How about the most challenging? 

RM: The most challenging part of this job
is changing minds and winning hearts.
Analytics is still a black box to many and
there are still countless businesses out
there today who still operate based on gut,
political agenda, or anecdotal information.
Culture is a key challenge and shifting it is
the most critical pre-step towards fully
maximizing and unleashing the
opportunities analytics can help enable.

Avon Philippines Executive Team
STAR Rtn. Ronald Martinez worked as Business
Intelligence & Integration Director and
Commercial Transformation & Analytics Director
for Avon. 

STAR Rtn. Ronald Martinez was Resource Speaker
for the University of Asia and the Pacific students



32

MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

STAR Rtn. Ronald Martinez:
The Analytics and IT Guy Who Makes a Big

Difference in the Business World

balita   September 30, 2021

RVT: What was the most interesting project you have worked on? What was the most
innovative recommendation you have presented to your upper management? 

RM: I'd say the most interesting project I've worked on (as well as the most innovative one)
was setting up Gillette's big data analytics capability. 

When I was leading analytics for Gillette in Boston back in 2017, we had mounting pressure
from tech start-ups disrupting our business and aggressively taking valuable market share
(i.e., Dollar Shave Club, Harry's, Amazon Basic), learning about the competition where they
were winning, and with which consumers were critical pieces of information, we needed to
build the most cost effective and penetrating competitive response action plan. 

To meet the challenge, our big data solution was set up utilizing millions of data points
across dozens of data sources to help paint the North American eCommerce competitive
landscape. Anonymized and syndicated data on everything from news/magazine circulation
routes, retail store outlets POS data, ethnographic and psychographic information, emailed
receipt mining/data scraping, and government census data, to name a few, were
consolidated to a point where we could triangulate competitive information enough to know
where to drop samples, which stores to promote, and which areas and type of copy to run
advertisements in. This level of precision and set of insights, in the hands of data-driven
leaders, allowed us to maximize investment ROI and effectiveness of our programs.  

P&G Gillette sponsored Boston City Pride Parade P&G Costco Team, Seattle, Washington

P&G North America
Analytics Team
Fayetteville, Arkansas
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RVT: What are your favorite and least favorite technology products, and why? 

RM: My favorite tech product is also my least favorite, a love hate relationship that many can
relate to. It would come as no surprise that product would be the smart phone (since 2007,
the year the first iPhone came out).

It has disrupted the way we go about our lives and has connected us in ways never seen
throughout humanity's history. It has given us countless applications that have made us
more productive and effective, at work or leisure. All the world's information were at our
fingertips. 

On the flipside, I've given up my privacy to use it and kept myself connected to work 24/7 –
you win some and you lose some, I guess!

RVT: What do you think would you be doing if you weren't at your current profession? 

RM: Throughout my childhood, something was always being built around me – a home, an
office, or any of the countless renovations done to it. I was fascinated by architecture and
interior design and thought for quite sometime that I’d be doing this. 

I thought the history, art and technical skill involved in building design was beautiful and
interesting!

RVT: What are your interests and
hobbies? What do you do when you
are not at work?

RM: I love anything outdoors. I love
hiking or skiing when out in the
mountains, and I love scuba diving
and surfing when I'm out on the
water. These pandemic days, however,
I enjoy playing golf instead, given the
limited options. 

When indoors, I love to try cooking
different recipes I find interesting on
YouTube, listening to my records and
playing video games.  

STAR Rtn. Ronald playing golf with family
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Above: Skiing in Tahoe, USA
Right: Hiking in Washington, USA

RVT: What are you passionate about? 

RM: Apart from my craft, I'm also passionate about people – understanding, coaching, and
helping them grow. I believe developing others also allows us to learn just as much about
ourselves as we go through the process. 

Beginning in 2020, I've also developed a passion for health and fitness – putting in the time
and discipline to reverse decades of abuse I've put my mind and body through.

RVT: Please share something about yourself that your fellow Rotarians might not
readily know. 

RM: I've danced on live national television. It was a great demonstration of the talent or
credentials I did NOT have. Why did I get on the show you might ask? You can say I did it for
love. My wife was a part of this dance group and they needed back up – the rest is history.

RVT: What inspired you to join the Rotary Club of Manila? 

RM: PDSA Jason Bogovich invited me to one of its RCM membership meetings sometime
early 2018, shortly after I had just moved back to the Philippines. And then again, I was
invited  to one of its Oktoberfest socials, the year after. Sitting through the program and
meeting the various members throughout those two occasions, I particularly noticed the
unique culture of the group – a culture founded on mutual respect and a shared passion
for giving back to the community in meaningful ways. 

With what's going on in the world today, I thought being
part of the solution and being among like-minded

friends would be a knockout combination!
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PD Issam Eldebs is Speaker at the Virtual Dialogue,
Entitled, “Frontliners in Focus: Strengthening

the Role of Consular Officers in Combatting
Trafficking in Persons of Overseas Filipinos” 
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PD Issam Eldebs was Speaker during the Virtual Dialogue, entitled, “Frontliners
in Focus: Strengthening the Role of Consular Officers in Combatting Trafficking
in Persons of Overseas Filipinos” last July 30, 2021 in celebration of the World
Day Against Trafficking in Persons and the National Anti-Trafficking in Persons
Awareness Month 2021. He received the Certificate of Appreciation given to
him last July 30, 2021 at the Philippine Embassy in Damascus, Syrian Arab
Republic.
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PAS Joel Valdes is Resource Speaker at
“Pondo sa Imprastraktura:
Buwis at Utang Pa More?” 
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PAS Joel Valdes was one of the resource speakers of the “Pondo sa
Imprastraktura: Buwis at Utang Pa More?” held last September 25, 2021 via
Zoom virtual platform.
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STAR Rtn. L.A. Sevilla was one of the speakers at the Metro Manila Jaycee
Senate Hour, hosted by JCI Senate Manila, entitled, “In the Mood for Food:
Food Service in the New Normal” last September 26, 2021 which was held
via Zoom virtual platform.

STAR Rtn. L.A. Sevilla was Guest Speaker at the
Metro Manila Jaycee Senate Hour Hosted by JCI
Senate Manila, Entitled, “In the Mood for Food:

Food Service in the New Normal”
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STAR Rtn. Lance Tan is Asia Leaders Awards
Profiles of Excellence Honoree 

STAR Rtn. Lance Tan is one of the honorees of the Asia Leaders Awards Profiles
of Excellence on November 11, 2021.
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Manila Rotarians in Mini-Fellowship
at Terry’s Selection Pasong Tamo Extension

Manila Rotarians held a momentary fellowship last September 29, 2021 at
Terry’s Selection, Pasong Tamo Extension, Makati City. Present were DDCC/PP
Jackie Rodriguez, DE/IPD Hans Palacios and Rtn. Raji Mendoza.
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Manila Rotarians Hold Mini-Fellowship
at C-Lounge of Conrad Hotel

Manila Rotarians held a mini-fellowship last
September 29, 2021 at the C-Lounge of the Conrad
Hotel, Pasay City. Present were STAR Rtn. Mike
Albaña, STAR Rtn. Raf Dionisio, STAR Rtn. Teddy
Tee Jr. and STAR Rtn. Teng Catalan.
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 Straight from
the Horse's Mouth

by Vice President-Elect/Club Secretary
Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu

Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022

HIS FATHER’S SON. Philippine politics has a
paradoxical way of being modest with its gifts
and blunt with its reckonings. Good news
comes like a breeze you feel but don't notice; it
is the source of wonderful promises and the
cause of big disappointments. It is not simply
the purveyor of hope but likewise the cause of
despair. It is the jumping board of gross graft
and corrupt practices instead of a response to
the call of what is right, proper, and just.

Scholars can endlessly debate whether the
Marcos Years were the most muscular
expression of national interest in the last half-
century or have been the country's darkest
period that left a torn nation still struggling for
economic and political recovery. Whichever
side of the political divide one may espouse,
the incontrovertible truth lies in the fact that
the Marcos legacy, woven deep into Filipino
society, has had an indelible imprint into
Filipino society that will likely last generations.

The most telling manifestation of Marcos’
specter lies in the persona of his progeny, the
controversial FERDINAND “BONGBONG”
MARCOS JR. When the elder Marcos was still in
power, few believed that his son would
amount to anything much without his father
and namesake. Yet, almost 30 years on,
Bongbong Marcos is now a senator, and he
has made the biggest – albeit unsuccessful –
step in what has been a remarkable political
comeback by running for Vice-President in the
2016 national elections. Recently, he has
announced his bid to secure the coveted
presidential slot in 2022. Throughout these
past few years, has done it without his father,
who died in 1989, by his side.

I was formally introduced to Senator
Bongbong during a speaking engagement at a
jam-packed crowd during the Anvil Business
Club’s penultimate forum way back in 2015,
when I served as Club President. Senator
Marcos laid out his wish for the country in a
sweeping tone reminiscent of his father’s self-
assured bluster. “In simple terms, my vision of
our country is one that can overcome its
economic and social challenges by drawing on
our own strengths and drawing on our unity,”
he began. “It is a vision of the Philippines that
is prosperous, rich in opportunity, home to
happy, morally upright, and productive citizens
whose lives are meaningful because theirs is a
just society, because theirs is a nation that has
become great again.” 

Working towards making this dream a fruition,
however, would not be easy, he added. “It is...
a  task  so  daunting,”  he  opined,  “that  it  has 
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continually remained a puzzling mystery and has challenged even the great leaders of
our history… 26% of the Filipino people are poor, while 11% of Filipinos live in extreme
poverty. And further compounding our problem is the grave inequality that pervades in
our society now.” With an unemployment rate of 6.6% – a figure that translates to 3
million able-bodied Filipinos who are without jobs – and a 17% underemployment figure,
Senator Marcos concluded that the perceived lack of sufficient local opportunities
“precisely and singularly explains the phenomenon of why more than 5,000 Filipinos
leave the country EVERY SINGLE DAY to become OFWs.”

Turning to the members of the Anvil Business Club, the Vice-Presidential aspirant
admonished the young entrepreneurs and professionals to “take the lead in nation-
building, from boosting the economy, via genuine poverty alleviation, to attaining a just
and equitable society – all in conscious pursuit of what is called an ‘inclusive growth’ of
our economy.” He enumerated a few key important mechanisms within the framework of
business that entrepreneurs can help in achieving these goals: tax payments, delivery of
basic services to the people, job creation and maintenance. 

In this regard, he encouraged businessmen to:

1. Contribute their fair and accurate share in the revenue collection of government;
2. Continue generating local employment opportunities for Filipinos, while upholding the
value and dignity of the Filipino human capital, as an indispensable component of any
commercial endeavor; and,

3. Provide basic services that are safe, high-quality and affordable, and that ultimately
improve the lives and the conditions of living of the people, particularly betting on the
country’s agricultural potential, as part of their innovative and diverse entrepreneurial
vision.

Eloquent, accommodating, and almost candid to a fault, Senator Marcos readily
answered questions thrown to him from the audience, ranging from the serious – such as
the issues surrounding the crafting of a more constitutionally-sound alternative to the
Bangsamoro Basic Law; to the mundane – such as whether or not he has a half-sister,
who is now the lead bet to become the country's next president.

To be sure, Senator Marcos has found a rapidly growing number of adherents to his
cause; a large segment of which comes from the “millennial” age demographic – roughly
those who were not yet born when their family already left for Honolulu in exile. 
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As his surname continues to strike a contentious chord in a nation still in dispute over its
true legacy in history, it remains to be seen if his political journey – eerily similar as his
father – would be successful. Nevertheless, his 31-year sterling track record in public
service – first as a two-term Congressman (just a year after returning from exile in 1991),
where he wrote a total of 32 house bills and co-authored 111 more; then as governor
where he transformed Ilocos Norte from a sleepy, tobacco-dependent agricultural
province into a bustling commercial hub, and steered the nation's biggest wind energy
project; and now, as Senator, where he proved to be a prolific legislator, having
authored 52 bills and co-authored 4, with one enacted into law in the 16th Congress
alone – has indubitably pushed forward an image of an eminent contender and a
fastidious administrator. Truth be told, every other vice-presidential candidate will be
hard pressed to match his performance in terms of sheer legislative output and
acumen, experience in local governance, and scope and breadth of governance
platform.

But, for many, credentials do not matter as much as his name, which nips at his heels
wherever he goes. “My father cast a very, very big shadow, and it is inevitable that I'll be
under that shadow,” he assented.
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  Whether or not this election will actually yield a
mandate for his policies, he is sure to claim one for

his style, because he stuck to it against all odds,
much advice and the lessons of history. With his

familiar comportment that evening, Senator
Bongbong Marcos has proved to all and sundry that

he is, indeed, his father’s son.
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Manila Rotarians held a Prayer Gathering for the healing of Dir. Thad Liamzon last September
27, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform.  Present were President Chito Zaldarriaga, PE Hermie
Esguerra, Dir. Noy Benedicto, VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu, AS Henry Go, AT PJ Garcia, PP
Archit Bartolome, PP Francis Juico, PP Frank Evaristo, PP Ebot Tan, DDCC/PP Jackie Rodriguez,
PDG Obet Pagdanganan, PDG Rudy Bediones, PD John Cenica, PD Art Lopez, PD Beda Fajardo,
PD Oscar del Rosario, DE/IPD Hans Palacios, PT Chito Tagaysay, PT Lito Sibayan, Rtn. Mike
Ozaeta, Rtn. Willie Peliño, Rtn. Citos Manalaysay, Rtn. Bren Egan, PDSAA Bollie Bolton, Rtn.
Romy Nones, Rtn. Karl Leung, Rtn. Rick Zalamea, STAR Rtn. Jet Ledda, STAR Rtn. Teddy Tee Jr.,
STAR Rtn. Mike Albaña, STAR Rtn. Rami Chahwan and STAR Rtn. Joel Talampas.   Others in
attendance were DGE Joyce Ambray and Mr. Roby Liamzon (Thad's son).
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