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Boxing and Analytics make a great pair as Asia's First Rotary Club
brings the contact sport to fore with the Boxing Czar making a
proverbial debut as Vocational Service returns with a Classification Talk
set to catapult market analytics to new heights.
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Invocation and Special Prayers    
for the healing and speedy recovery of PP Cesar
Ubaldo, DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph, Rtn. Nagi Zeitouni
and his Rotary Ann, RCM Bookkeeper Cyrill Banda,
RCManila Foundation, Inc. Executive Assistant
Sol Troniado-Encarnacion together with husband,
Edgar Encarnacion, and family and for the eternal
repose of the soul of Ms. Adelina C. Yulo (aunt of
DE/IPD Hans Palacios)

Philippine National Anthem

RCM Hymn

Philippine Rotary Hymn

The Rotarian Pledge

The Four (4) Way Test 

Acknowledgment of Visiting Rotarians and Guests

Welcome Song

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

Zoom Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2021-2022

Thursday, September 16, 2021, 12:00 PM

Registration and Zoom In 

12:10 PM  Presentation of Meeting Protocol/Zoom Meeting
House Rules

12:15 PM                   Call to Order

Program Moderator/Facilitator/ChikaTalk

AVP of RCM Members

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP

STAR Rtn. Joey Garcia

Rtn. Aldous Alingog

PT Karlo Castro

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

12:00 PM                   
PT Karlo Castro

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

Rtn. Citos Manalaysay
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President’s Time Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

September 11     PD Art Lopez                            September 16    Rtn. Roger Cabuñag
September 13     STAR Rtn. Che Soler                                              Rtn. Sonny Dominguez
                              STAR Rtn. Rami Chahwan                                    STAR Rtn. Mike Tejumal 

Maligayang Bati

Happy Birthday Song     

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of Birthday Celebrants

Part I

balita   September 16, 2021
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Part II

Open Forum 

Presentation of Certificates of
Appreciation

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra                           
Programs Committee Chairman

Attested by:
VPE/Sec. Reggie Yu

Classification Talk12:45 PM                   

  STAR Rtn. RONALD I. MARTINEZ
Operations and Analytics Vice President

SM Retail Inc.
Classification: Trading - Retail Chain 

Response and Meeting Adjournment2:15 PM                   Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga 

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

balita   September 16, 2021

Part III

Open Forum 

Introduction of Guest Speaker1:15 PM                   

MR. EDGAR “ED” PICSON
                  Secretary-General and Executive Director

Association of Boxing Alliances in the Philippines (ABAP)

Address:

DE Tony Lopez

Zoom Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2021-2022

Thursday, September 16, 2021, 12:00 PM



PROFILE OF GUEST SPEAKER
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EDGAR "ED" PICSON
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Edgar “Ed” Picson first joined the work force at a tender age of 18 years old, when he passed the
auditions as a disc jockey at the Cebu radio station of Nation Broadcasting Corporation in 1972. 

He had just finished high school studies at his alma mater, Colegio de San Juan de Letran, where he
also finished his elementary education. He was known in Letran as a prized declaimer and orator,
and was Editor-in-Chief of their high school paper, the Squire’s Scroll.

He went to the University of Sto. Tomas for college.

His broadcasting career spanned almost 5 decades, involving stints as disc jockey, voice-over
announcer and sportscaster. This was highlighted by his winning the honor of Catholic Mass Media
Awardee for Best Musical Programming for his show, “Mainstream Jazz on DWWK-FM”, in 1981.

As a sportscaster, his crowning achievement was as Senior Anchorman for the television coverage of
the highly popular PBA Games. 

His alma mater, Letran College, paid tribute to him as “Most Outstanding Alumnus in the Field of
Broadcasting” in 1996.

Aside from his announcing activities, he also found time to fulfill his penchant for writing, as he
wrote a regular sports column entitled, “The Scene Around”, for the major daily, the Manila Bulletin
from 2005 to 2009.

He eventually gave up the microphone and tv cameras in 2009 when he accepted the appointment
as Executive Director of the Association of Boxing Alliances in the Philippines or ABAP, the national
sports association for amateur boxing in the country. This is a position he still holds, even as he was
appointed in a concurrent capacity, as Secretary-General of ABAP in 2017.

As the Chief Operating Officer of ABAP, he was voted by the Asian Boxing Confederation as the Most
Outstanding Executive of the Year in 2013. ABAP was also cited for hosting the “Best Tournament of
the Year”, when they hosted the Asian Junior Boxing Championships in Subic Bay the same year,
which he organized.

ABAP boxers have brought honor and glory to the country by winning countless medals in such
competitions as the SEA Games, Asian Games, World Championships, and of course, the latest- a
celebrated and historic 3 medal-haul last August in the Tokyo Olympics, 2 Silver Medals from Nesthy
Petecio and Carlo Paalam, and a Bronze Medal from Eumir Felix Marcial. 

Under his stewardship, ABAP has earned the distinction of being “NSA of the Year” three times in the
last ten years. This award is given annually by the prestigious Philippine Sportswriters Association or
PSA, the oldest existing media organization in the country.



PROFILE OF CLASSIFICATION TALK SPEAKER
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RONALD I. MARTINEZ

SUMMARY
18-year business analytics and IT systems veteran across various fast-moving, market-leading,
consumer goods brands and categories in Asia and North America. Core areas of expertise are
primarily in sales and marketing business intelligence and analytics across online and offline
retail trade channels, direct-selling, consumer, shopper, and marketing subject matters. I have
set and driven key commercial, BI, data, and analytics strategies across sales, brand
management, and central planning organizations for leading Asian and North American
household, health, and beauty care brands. I am also experienced in sales and planning
operations processes, project management, strategy design, IT service & operations, and
external IT vendor partnerships for management reporting solutions and services.

The SM Store – Operations and Analytics Vice President, SM Retail Inc.
Manila, PH — June 2020- Present
Responsible for building and integrating analytic capabilities and resources into retail
operations and product category management teams and processes for the country’s largest
department store. 

EXPERIENCE

Philippine Beauty, Fashion, and Home Care – Commercial Transformation & Analytics
Director, AVON
Manila, PH — February 2019- May 2020 (1.25 years)
Responsibilities covered the building and transformation of direct selling commercial strategies
for representative acquisition and retention. The focus of the organization is to design and
develop highly segmented representative earning frameworks, category discount schemes,
training, & recognition programs, to drive representative retention and loyalty with Avon.
Analytic platforms and services remained in this role driving and scaling analytic capacity and
capabilities for the organization across category management, representative earnings
management, field sales performance, and inventory management.

Philippine Beauty, Fashion, and Home Care – Business Intelligence and Integration
Director, AVON
Manila, PH — June 2018-January 2019 (8 months)
Owned and drove sales and marketing analytic capabilities, cross departmental strategy,
operations planning and tracking processes, and the project management office. Also co-led the
sales department with the general manager during Q4’18-Q1’19 period across operations and
initiatives planning while the executive sales director role was vacant. During this period, in the
space of analytics, the inaugural business intelligence organization (Q3’19) was successfully
established, during a time of negative overhead growth across investments and headcount.
Initiatives  successfully  launched  in  Q4 ’19  were  the  overhaul,  revalidation,  and  redesign  of 
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RONALD I. MARTINEZ

North America Shave Care – Sr. Brand Analytics and Insights Leader, PROCTER & GAMBLE
Boston MA, USA— July 2016-December 2017 (1.5 years)
Responsible for shaping and driving key business intelligence strategies and priorities for the
North American division for Gillette and Venus’ $2B brand portfolio across the total grooming
category. Priorities involve driving analytic tools, capabilities, and product category thought
leadership for general management, sales, and marketing functions leveraging extensive supply
chain, shopper, and consumer data sets to grow and improve top and bottom line results
across strategic choices. Subject matter expertise in corporate scorecards and management
dashboards, point-of-sale/shopper loyalty/panel-data mining, internal and customer inventory
analytics, brand and category purchase behaviors and dynamics, media analytics for media
testing and ad placement, direct to consumer, ecommerce market analytics, data visualization
best practices, analytic organizations/solutions/services, external data supplier partnerships,
and application of big-data and machine learning techniques across core operational
processes.

underutilized corporate data assets and platforms to enable broader access, and to prepare the
groundwork for advanced analytics technically and operationally. In the space of business
integration, end to end S&OP management processes and initiative management were
simplified and redesigned to adapt to corporate restructuring efforts, resulting to positive top
and bottom line growth for the fiscal year.

US Grocery Retail Channel – Sr. Sales B.I. and Analytics Leader, PROCTER & GAMBLE
San Francisco CA, USA — June 2014-June 2016 (2 years)
Analytics, IT, and back office services leader for the Safeway/Alberstsons US grocery customer
sales organization. Provided multi-category and brand business analytics support for internal
and external selling relevant to grocery retail channels, sales and marketing fundamentals
optimization (i.e. product assortment, shelving, pricing, promotion, media coverage and
sufficiency, etc.) consumer and shopper analytics (i.e. brand penetration, loyalty, and switching
purchase dynamics). Includes third party vendor management across market data & research
service providers (Nielsen, IRI, Kantar, Euromonitor, Infosys), as well as IT and Workplace service
providers (HP, IBM, Microsoft, Jones Lang Lasalle). Definition and execution of big data
applications for US grocery retail initiatives to influence and optimize product distribution,
pricing, promotional, and communication choices across our leading brands such as Tide,
Charmin, and Bounty. Deep business expertise in grocery format strategies (i.e. center store vs
perimeter categories strategies). Product category expertise across the US fabric and home
care, paper, baby care, and beauty industry segments.

balita   September 16, 2021



PROFILE OF CLASSIFICATION TALK SPEAKER

08Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

RONALD I. MARTINEZ

Global Beauty & Grooming - Business Intelligence Manager, PROCTER & GAMBLE
Cincinnati OH, USA — June 2010 – June 2011 (1 year) 
Project manager for Beauty and Grooming mobile and dashboard business intelligence
initiatives. Led corporate management information dashboard implementations for country
level value and volume consumption and share reporting across skin care, hair care, personal
cleansing, wet shaving, and oral care brands. Led strategic revenue management tools and
capabilities for sales (i.e. price corridor analytics best practices and tools). I was also a data
visualization center of expertise leader, ensuring BI tools and services deployed for beauty and
grooming organizations follow industry best practices.

US Club Retail Channel - Sales B.I. and Analytics Leader, PROCTER & GAMBLE
Seattle WA, USA — July 2011 – December 2013 (2.5 years)
Analytics & Insights leader for the US Costco and Warehouse Club retail channel designing
retailer specific business intelligence solutions for the local sales teams and leadership.
Responsible for extracting analytic capabilities and value from retailer data sources across
retailer POS, loyalty data, inventory, and shopper data. Designed and implemented store-level
analytics that identified key geographic and shopper opportunities driving sales, share,
shipment, and profit growth for FY’s 2012 and 2013. Third party vendor management across
market data & research services providers (Nielsen, IRI). Deep expertise in unique business
model, marketing, and sales strategies of the club-store retail model.

US Asia Pacific American (APA) Diversity HR Manager, PROCTER & GAMBLE
Cincinnati, OH/ Seattle, WA/ San Francisco, CA/ Boston, MA — 2009-2016 (7 years)
Organizational analytics leader for corporate strategy setting for the US Asia Pacific American
Diversity group across all corporate functions (Marketing, Sales, R&D, Legal, Gen Mgmt, Finance,
IT, Research, Logistics, External Relations). Led HR systems analytics to understand key
organizational drivers to grow Asia Pacific American employees’ enrollment, promotion,
retention, and recruitment levels for the company.

US Multi-Cultural Shopper Business Development B.I. Manager, PROCTER & GAMBLE
Cincinnati OH, USA — January 2008 – May 2010 (2.5 years)
North America Brand development analytics across P&G's coffee, snacks, pet care, batteries,
laundry detergent, and fabric enhancer businesses for the US Hispanic and African American
shopper demographic. Responsible for growing business intelligence capabilities (i.e. sales
manager tools for cross category/scale marketing, household panel analytic tools) that focus on
understanding unique go-to-market strategies, communication, brand affinities for key US
ethnic minority consumer groups. Also responsible for retail channel sales reporting and
analytics for Mass, Grocery, Warehouse, and Drug Store retail channels for our household care
brands.
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RONALD I. MARTINEZ

Northeast Asia and Greater China Supply Chain Systems Engineer, PROCTER & GAMBLE
Manila, Philippines — June 2003 – December 2006 (3.5 years)
Project manager for supply chain management reporting systems (SAP, Oracle) for the Greater
China, Northeast Asia, and ASEAN markets. Scope included defining, executing, and handing
over processes across IT operations, service management, application testing, and commercial
team deployment. Also lead the outsourcing of our regional business information helpdesk
services organization to Hewlett-Packard (HP).

US Paper, Fabric, & Home Care Information Systems/Services Analyst, PROCTER &
GAMBLE
Cincinnati OH, USA — January 2007 – December 2007 (1 year)
IT service portfolio leader for the US Household Care sales and marketing organization,
managing services across digital marketing (brand site design services), consumer market
research laboratories (learning lab design project management), and basic business intelligence
scorecarding to deliver national marketing programs across our top US retailers for core our
fabric, home care, and paper brands. 

University of Asia and the Pacific, Philippines
B.S. Management of Information Systems
1999 – 2003

MIT Sloan/MIT CSAIL, USA
Management Executive Education Short Course: 
Business Strategy Implications of Artificial Intelligence
2018

Business Intelligence, Competitive Analysis, Product Category Expertise (Fabric Care, Air Care,
Surface Cleaners, Respiratory and GI, Skin Care, Oral Care, Shave Care, Hair Care, and Personal
Cleansing) Marketing and Sales Operation Analytics, Cross-Retail/Channel Sales Analytics,
Shopper and Consumer Analytics, Cross Functional Teams Leadership, Vendor Management, IT
Operations and Service Management, Forecasting/Simulation/Modeling

EDUCATION

SKILLS

balita   September 16, 2021
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Greetings Fellow RCM Members!

What an amazing election we had last week! 

Indeed, what a remarkable show of true
Rotarian virtues, our dear fellow Rotarians
displayed last week. We garnered a record-
breaking election day attendance of 117
members with all 117 members voting on
time and according to the digital system,
which was so smoothly managed by our tech
guru, Rtn. Tobi Rast. 

DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph did an excellent job in
carrying out this vital task of conducting the
elections with the abled assistance of his
committee members, namely, Vice Chairman
PDG Vince Carlos, PDG Alex Cureg, PDG Obet
Pagdanganan, PDG Rudy Bediones, DDCC/PP
Jackie Rodriguez and Rtn. Tobi Rast. 

And the best news is, the power-packed Board
of Directors elected for RY 2022-2023 is
headed by the superhuman Rotarian,  PE/PVP
Herminio “Hermie” Esguerra. Kudos and may
God bless you all with His Hand of Guidance!

For this 11th Membership meeting, we have a
couple of very interesting speakers.

balita   September 16, 2021Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

We are wired for a great meeting today with
the Classification Talk to be done by Star
Rotarian Ronald Martinez as he 
graciously agreed to be re-scheduled 
for this week and Mr. Ed Picson, 
Secretary-General and Executive 
Director of the Association of 
Boxing Alliances in the Philippines
(ABAP), as he shares with us 
the success stories of the three
Olympic medalists.

Coming out of the District Area meeting
which I attended last Monday, September
13, 2021, we were reminded of certain
drives being done by the district.  As
such, I would like to enjoin everyone to
participate in the upcoming Presidential
Conference Manila scheduled on
November 26, 27 and 28, 2021.

The early bird joining fee is only
P1,000.00 per participant which is only
until September 15, 2021.  

For more details :

Please go to www.rpc21.ph to register.

That’s it!  

Quick reminder on our drive: Everyone,
Bring One!

Equally important is our goal of making
everyone a Paul Harris Fellow.  For the US
$1,000.00 you would donate this period
for TRF, aside for the perks that go with
this noble act, I believe the Almighty will
reward you tenfold!

Stay safe everyone and may God bless us
all!!!

Humbly yours in Rotary,

FSZ

Felix Francisco S. Zaldarriaga
President
RY 2021-2022

BRING ONE
EVERYONE,



The Rotary Club of Manila Audiovisual Presentation
of the Philippine National Anthem

THE WEEK THAT WAS

President Chito Zaldarriaga
calls the meeting to order. 




PD Issam Eldebs, as Program Moderator/ Facilitator,
calls the day’s sequential order of activities.

The World Famous Music Chorale Audiovisual Presentation of the
RCM Hymn and the singing of the Philippine Rotary Hymn

PD Oscar del Rosario delivers
an Invocation and Special Prayer.
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PD Issam Eldebs, Program Moderator/Facilitator, acknowledges the week’s birthday
celebrants, namely, Rtn. Jae Jang, Rtn. John Emyl Eugenio, Rtn. Claver Ramos and PDSAA
Bollie Bolton, which was followed by an audiovisual presentation of the World Famous Music
Chorale singing the happy birthday song.

STAR Rtn. Shigeru Shimoda leads
the recitation of the Four (4) Way
Test for Manila Rotarians to renew
their commitment to the Rotary
movement. 

STAR Rtn. Mike Albaña recites the
Rotarian Pledge as a perfect prelude in
fostering and strengthening ties amongst
fellow Rotarians by way of reinforcing their
resolve in furtherance of Service Above Self.
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THE WEEK THAT WAS

The World Famous Music Chorale
singing the Welcome Song

PD Issam Eldebs, Program Moderator/ Facilitator,
acknowledges Visiting Rotarians and guests.

balita   September 16, 2021
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THE WEEK THAT WAS

PD Issam Eldebs, as Program Moderator/Facilitator, introduces Classification Speaker STAR
Rtn. Senen T. Mangalile, Chief of Mission, Class II, Officer-in-Charge, Office of Consular
Affairs, with the classification of Government - Consular Service.

President Chito Zaldarriaga delivers
his message during his President’s Time.

VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu
announces the presence of a quorum.

STAR Rtn. Senen T. Mangalile, Chief of Mission, Class II,
Officer-in-Charge, Office of Consular Affairs, delivers his Classification Talk.

balita   September 16, 2021



President Chito Zaldariaga and Programs Committee Chairman
PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra present the Certificate of Appreciation, attested
by VPE/Secretary Reggie Yu, to STAR Rtn. Senen T. Mangalile, Chief of
Mission, Class II, Officer-in-Charge, Office of Consular Affairs.

14

THE WEEK THAT WAS

An open forum immediately
followed right after the Classification
Talk of STAR Rtn. Senen T.
Mangalile, Chief of Mission, Class
II, Officer-in-Charge, Office of
Consular Affairs. Among those who
participated in the open forum were
IPBLA/PD Amading Valdez, PDG
Obet Pagdanganan, PAS Joel
Valdes, President Chito
Zaldarriaga, Rtn. Vic Garcia,
DE/IPD Hans Palacios, Rtn. Karl
Leung, PD Beda Fajardo and
DE/Rtn. Tony Lopez. 
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DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph, as Chairman of the Committee on Elections,
declares the election results for the Board of Directors for RY 2022-2023.

15

THE WEEK THAT WAS

President Chito Zaldarriaga delivers his closing
remarks and therafter, adjourns the meeting.

balita   September 16, 2021



Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

Boxing and analytics become instant partners in broad daylight. With the recent
success of our Filipino athletes during the recently concluded 2021 Tokyo
Olympics, it’s time we get the latest buzz as Boxing mounts the center of the ring
with Mr. ED PICSON, Secretary General of the Association of Boxing Alliances in
the Philippines (ABAP), as he shares with us the success stories of the three
Olympic medalists. Thus, it comes as no surprise that ABAP has earned the
distinction of being “NSA of the Year” three times in the last ten years under his
stewardship. Likewise, Vocational Service returns to the fore with a Classification
Talk that would certainly make analytics go wild with STAR Rtn. RONALD
MARTINEZ delivering the fearless forecast.

A sure knockout is gonna be seen, 12:30 PM, September 16.

Very truly yours,

PE/PVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
Programs Committee Chairman
RY 2021-2022

From the Programs Committee
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RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2021-2022
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022

(As of September 15, 2021, 10:00 AM)
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022

19Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

balita   September 16, 2021

(As of September 15, 2021, 10:00 AM)



List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022
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(As of September 15, 2021, 10:00 AM)



List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022
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(As of September 15, 2021, 10:00 AM)



The Committee on Elections of the Rotary Club of Manila announced the following
candidates who have been elected as Board of Directors and who will serve during
the RY 2022-2023:

President-Elect: Herminio “Hermie” S. Esguerra

Vice President-Elect: Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu

Directors:

         Albert “Hans” C. Palacios
         Albert S. Alday
         Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III
         Johnny N. Chotrani
         Antonio “Tony” S. Lopez
         Eduardo “Jujut” V. Enriquez III

Below are the electronic results generated from the Election Runner application:

The Board of Directors
 of the Rotary Club of Manila

for RY 2022-2023 Elected

22Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter
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 President Chito Zaldarriaga and Dir. Thad Liamzon
Attend Area Meeting of Rotary International

District 3810 for the Month of September 

President Chito Zaldarriaga and The Rotary Foundation Chairman Dir. Thad
Liamzon attended the Area Meeting of Rotary International District 3810 for the
month of September last September 13, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform.
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The Board of Directors
of the Rotary Club of Manila

for RY 2021-2022
Holds Third Regular Meeting

The Board of Directors of the Rotary Club of Manila for RY 2021-2022 held its Third
Regular Meeting last September 14, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were
DE/Dir. Albert Alday, Dir. Farid Schoucair, Dir. Noy Benedicto, VP Henning Karcher,
President Chito Zaldarriaga, Rtn. Karl Leung, Dir. John Michael Cutter, VPE/Club
Secretary Reggie Yu, Dir. Thad Liamzon, AS Henry Go, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
President and Rotary Club of Manila PP Susing Pineda, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Chairman and Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie
Esguerra, DE/Treasurer Jujut Enriquez, DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph, DE/Dir. Johnny
Chotrani and ES Anna Kun Toledo.
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July 1, 2021

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 
 
An Opportunity has now opened doors for
our club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club. With
only US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution,
you can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

We have members who have risen to donor
levels that have earned them significant point
values. Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie
Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, PVP Hermie
Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet
Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness
to share the points they have earned to allow
Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul
Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution
of US$ 500.00 instead of the regular  US$
1,000.00. 

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling
in www.rotary.org using your R.I.
Identification Number. Once enrolled, you are
allowed to learn Rotary, increase your circle
of friendship and contribute conveniently
using the website. 
 
We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of
service-oriented people who believe that our
congregation is a means to share our
blessings to the less fortunate communities
globally. The Rotary Foundation is the funding
arm of global humanitarian undertakings of
Rotary International. It was formally named in
1917 and the first trustees were appointed
after Rotary International President Arch
Klumph proposed for the establishment of an
endowment for the purpose of doing good in
the world. The first grant of US$ 500
benefitted the International Society for
Crippled Children (Easter Seals). History
marks the milestone projects of The Rotary
Foundation     such      a     scholarship         for 

international graduate study, the elimination
of Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World
Peace Forum, among others.  Under the
Rotary’s 7 Areas of Service Focus, namely,
Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution,
Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water and
Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic
Education and Literacy, Economic and
Community Development and lastly,
Supporting the Environment, Rotary
International and The Rotary Foundation have
made themselves relevant to developing
communities globally.

All these services would not have been made
possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,
who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become
members of The Rotary Foundation through a
minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  

We are currently working on Global Grants and
District Grants. Your contribution will
significantly improve the community living of
our target beneficiaries.
 
For any assistance, please feel free to contact
me.  

Yours in the service of Rotary, 

ROMEO THADDEUS R. LIAMZON  
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation
Director
RY 2021-2022 

Noted by:

FELIX FRANCISCO S. ZALDARRIAGA 
President
RY 2021-2022

Appeal for Paul Harris Fellows

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION

http://www.rotary.org/


Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

This is to announce a call for Global Grant Proposals
for Rotary Year 2021-2022. See the fruition of your
donations to The Rotary Foundation as you witness
sustainable service projects unfold that would
define the existence of Asia’s First Rotary Club.

For queries, please get in touch with the Secretariat
and/or the undersigned.

Yours in Rotary service,

ROMEO THADDEUS “THAD” R. LIAMZON
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation Committee
Director
RY 2021-2022

Calling for Proposals for Global Grants
for RY 2021-2022
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Manila Rotarians Attend
General Membership Meeting

of the Rotary Club of Manila Bay

27

INTERCLUB RELATIONS

balita   September 16, 2021

Manila Rotarians attended the General Membership Meeting of the Rotary Club of Manila
Bay last September 9, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were DDCC/PP Jackie
Rodriguez, DE/Dir. Albert Alday, DE/IPD Hans Palacios and VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu and
RCManila Foundation, Inc. EA Sol Troniado-Encarnacion.



Manila Rotarians Attend Meeting of the
Rotary Club of Manila Espiritu Santo Tayuman
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INTERCLUB RELATIONS
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Manila Rotarians attended the meeting of the
Rotary Club of Manila Espiritu Santo Tayuman
last September 11, 2021 via Zoom virtual
platform. Present were DDCC/PP Jackie
Rodriguez, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Chairman and Rotary Club of Manila
Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP
Hermie Esguerra, DE/Dir. Albert Alday, DE/IPD
Hans Palacios and RCManila Foundation, Inc.
EA Sol Troniado-Encarnacion.



Rotary Club of Manila is Co-Host
of "Bayanihan Para sa Kinabukasan

ng Kabataan" of Rotary Club of Tondo
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SUPPORTING THE ENVIRONMENT

Manila Rotarians Hold Meeting
on Rotary Municipal Forest Park Project

in Lobo, Batangas
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Manila Rotarians held a meeting with respect to the Rotary Municipal Forest Park
Project last September 13, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform. The project involves a
thirty (30) hectare planting program in Lobo, Batangas. Present were DDCC/PP
Jackie Rodriguez, STAR Rtn. Raf Dionisio, Lobo Mayor Manalo, Ms. Lota Lazarte and
a representative of the Lobo Tourism Office.
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COGS IN THE WHEEL

DDCC/PP Jackie Rodriguez is Guest Speaker
at Rotary Club of Manila Bay
General Membership Meeting
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DDCC/PP Jackie Rodriguez was
the Guest Speaker at the General
Membership Meeting of the
Rotary Club of Manila Bay last
September 9, 2021 via Zoom
virtual platform.
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COGS IN THE WHEEL

DDCC/PP Jackie Rodriguez is Guest Speaker
at Rotary Club of Manila Espiritu Santo Tayuman
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DDCC/PP Jackie Rodriguez
was Guest Speaker at the
Rotary Club of Manila
Espiritu Santo Tayuman
Meeting on “Leadership”
last September 11, 2021
via Zoom virtual platform.
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NEW GENERATIONS SERVICE

31st District Interact
Solo Singing Contest

Does your club have a Interactor between 14-17 years old with a talent in singing? 

If yes, then this is for you!

The annual District Interact Solo Singing Contest is back, but on a virtual stage this
time! Join us on our 31st year of discovering and celebrating New Generation's
singing prowess!

Register through https://bit.ly/DISSCON2021 or contact RC Bagumbayan-Manila
Secretariat for more details.

Note: This event is exclusive to District 3810 clubs only.

https://bit.ly/DISSCON2021


RCM Dualtech Partnership Press Release
in the Philippine Star
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VOCATIONAL SERVICE
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INTERNATIONAL SERVICE

Presidential Conference Manila
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Source: www.rotary.org
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Source: Rotary International on Facebook

http://www.rotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/rotary/?__cft__[0]=AZWVVQLwuHBQzp86SeC4p4XfatRZ4vbSI3YwGIDP7HztzgnY13iRbgGXY7cK6CFnkC8hc_NO2eMVDtJgxabtQ_bxInhug0caYOtyZvyFydgvZEMR1WbVqpgEzFTPY5n891CmK8whGqA3JCPwbasuvpB8hizHWmHCvCLzP8IFy3Jaog&__tn__=-UC*F


If you were asked to name just one motivational speaker in the Philippines, Francis Kong would
probably be at the top of your list. He is one of the most respected business speakers in the
Philippines and has been featured in many corporate leadership conferences, both here and
abroad, as well as in their nation dealers' and distributors' conventions.

Coming from a very humble background, Francis was not an exceptional student when he was
still enrolled in Uno High School where, by his own admission, a “double repeater” who never
took his studies seriously. But, after having a deep epiphany after getting a pep talk from the
school principal one day, the “class black sheep” made a hundred-and-eighty-degree
transformation, graduating with a Bachelor of Commerce degree in Business Administration and
Management, magna cum laude from San Sebastian College; and currently holds a Master of Arts
Degree at Trinity College and Bible Seminary at Newburgh, Indiana, USA.

He began as a “hot  shot”  entrepreneur in the  garments  business  during  the  early  eighties, by 

OTHER MATTERS

having able to develop a local brand that
rose to national fame and recognition,
“Company B.” Well-versed in the field of
manufacturing and retail, he ran his
famous garment brand successfully for 17
years, and even ventured into retail of an
Italian fashion brand and managed its
marketing and operations for many years. 

But it was during his stint as a corporate
executive that he discovered the joy of
doing research, reading books, travelling to
different countries, learning from experts
and then sharing ideas to his clients and
helping them understand future fashion
trends and fads. Soon, he discovered that
he has been blessed with the ability to
write and communicate; having an intense
desire for me to observe people, learn
their unique experiences, read books,
attend conferences and then put the ideas
together and share lessons and ideas on
how to do business, improve careers and
in general how to live life better. 
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 Straight from
the Horse's Mouth

by Vice President-Elect/Club Secretary
Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu

Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022

THE KING “KONG” OF MOTIVATION. “Success is not final; failure is not fatal: It is the courage to
continue that counts." — Winston S. Churchill

balita   September 16, 2021



Armed with this newfound passion, he began
to venture into speaking engagements in
different places to different audiences, long
before “motivational speaking” became vogue.
Despite earning barely enough to sustain a
growing family, he faced an uphill climb to
make a name for himself in this new endeavor.
In fact, there were many occasions when he
would even spend his own money and travel to
places where he would address parents,
teachers, and students in schools. Later, by
sheer word of mouth, business organizations
and civic organizations began inviting him and
the audiences got bigger and bigger. He soon
found himself doing an average of 120 talks in
a year for 12 years and he did all of these talks
FOR FREE! 

It was then that he decided that this is his
calling in life: that is, to inspire people to
become better and if the audience find what
they hear, apply the principles and become
better, then that is in itself its own reward.

Today, the name Francis Kong is synonymous
inspirational speaking. He is a man with many
hats: he owns several consultancy companies.
As a business consultant, Francis sits as an
adviser to many of the country’s top business
corporations and currently sits on the board of
primer holdings incorporated. As a personal
coach he has mentored many of the top
business leaders in the country.  As a
broadcaster, Francis runs a radio program
called business matters at DZFE-FM 98.7. As a
speaker and trainer, Francis averages more
than 300 talks, seminars and training both here
and abroad yearly. As a book author, he has
authored 24 books and more is to come. As a
columnist, his column at the Philippine Star has
been  awarded  best  business  column  for  the 
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years 2009, 2010, 2013, 2014 and 2015 and
has been accorded the prestigious “Hall of
Fame” honoree by the Catholic Mass Media
awards. 

He is a multi-awarded “Jack of All Trades,
Master of Many,” having won the Anvil
Award for Excellence for the staging of the
Dr. John Maxwell Seminar Series, Gold Quill
Award for Best Public Speech category
given by the International Association
Business Communicators; and more
recently, he was a recipient of the highly-
coveted “The Outstanding Filipino” (TOFIL)
Award in 2014, conferred by JCI Senate
Philippines. 
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Over the years and through his various
experiences, Francis has observed that —
with the lives of others and most
importantly for his own — success means
being fruitful investing oneself in the lives of
others, while fulfilling the purpose one has
been called to do. “That success,” he said, “is
always a moving target, it is never static and
neither is it a destination because success
entails constant growth and learning. And
because this is my own definition of
success.”

He decided that this is his
calling in life: to inspire people

to become better and if the
audience find what they hear,

apply the principles and
become better, then that is in

itself its own reward.

 Straight from
the Horse's Mouth

by Vice President-Elect/Club Secretary
Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu

Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022
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At 66 years old, Francis would never want to ask himself, “Am I now successful?” Instead, he
constantly asks himself whether or not he is still achieving progress. 

“We all have only one crack at life,” he declares. “And we need to learn how to number our
days. So, no moment should be wasted but that we grow and improve with the sole purpose
of helping others grow and improve as well.”

Indeed, Francis Kong’s passion of sharing his ideas to a myriad of people and audiences with
the hope that he can offer people options to improve their lives, work and families and to
live life with meaning and fulfillment, is a never-ending obsession. And with the pandemic
having slowed down many other consultants half his age, it has not abated his cyclonic
energy; in fact, his webinar trainings for both public agencies and private corporate clients
make him busier than ever before. 

Truly, he is the undisputed King “Kong” among them all!

balita   September 16, 2021

 Straight from
the Horse's Mouth

by Vice President-Elect/Club Secretary
Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu

Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022



PRES. CHITO S. ZALDARRIAGA
Publisher



DE/DIR. ALBERT S. ALDAY

Editor-in-Chief



PP FRANK A. EVARISTO
Editorial Adviser



VPE/CLUB SEC. REGINALD T. YU
STAR RTN. TEDDY Y. KALAW IV

Managing Editors



PAS ELOY ADAMOS
Contributing Editor



RHEA VITTO TABORA
Editorial Consultant






RCM SECRETARIAT



ANNA KUN TOLEDO
Executive Secretary



JOSELITO L. LORD

Executive Assistant



AMIEL M. HERNANDEZ
Committee Coordinator



GRACE AQUINO-MONTES

Fund Coordinator





RCM OFFICE



543 Arquiza St. cor. Grey St.
Ermita, Manila

Tel. No. 8-527-1886
Fax No. 8-527-1885

Email: rcmanila@rcmanila.org

FELIX FRANCISCO "CHITO" S. ZALDARRIAGA
President



ROBERT "BOBBY" L. JOSEPH JR.

Immediate Past President



HENNING KARCHER
Vice President



Directors



FARID ALAIN SCHOUCAIR

ALBERT S. ALDAY
JOHNNY N. CHOTRANI

SIXTO "NOY" T. BENEDICTO
JOHN MICHAEL CUTTER

ROMEO THADDEUS "THAD" R. LIAMZON
HERMINIO "HERMIE" S. ESGUERRA

(Ex-Officio - Chairman, RCManila Foundation, Inc.)
JESUS "SUSING" M. PINEDA JR.

(Ex-Officio - President, RCManila Foundation, Inc.)



REGINALD "REGGIE" T. YU
Club Secretary



EDUARDO "JUJUT" V. ENRIQUEZ III

Club Treasurer



DAVID "DAVE" J. REYNOLDS
Sergeant-at-Arms



HENRY S. GO

Assistant Club Secretary



PAUL JOSEPH "PJ" M. GARCIA
Assistant Club Treasurer



JASON M. BOGOVICH

Deputy Sergeant-at-ARms



ANNA KUN TOLEDO
Executive Secretary



REMEDIOS CONSTANCIA S. BIGCAS

Executive Assistant

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

& EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

RY 2021-2022

EDITORIAL TEAM

RY 2021-2022

B.O.D. & EXECUTIVE OFFICERS | EDITORIAL TEAM

50Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   September 16, 2021

mailto:rcmanila@rcmanila.org

