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Let our very own Fast Food Czar of one of the best chicken recipes in
town show Asia's First Rotary Club the way to resilience in the fast food
chain industry amid a pandemic world as Vocational Service takes
centerstage in the resumption of Rotary's Classification Talks while the
club prepares for the forthcoming Elections for the Board of Directors
for RY 2022-2023 with an election simulation to orient the electorate.
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Invocation and Special Prayers    
for the healing and speedy recovery of PP Cesar
Ubaldo, PVP Lance Masters and Rtn. Butch Tamayo, 
for the negative results from possible CoVid-19 of the 
Rotary Club of Manila Secretariat and
for the eternal repose of the soul of PRID Paing Hechanova
as well as sympathies for Rtn. Jack Bautista (Chairman,
Sight Conservation Committee),Elsa Arellano-Syjuco
(mother of Rtn. Joey Syjuco),  Billy de la Cruz (brother of
Rtn. Art de la Cruz) and Dr. Aretas P. Singson-Alday
(mother of Dir. Albert Alday) 

Philippine National Anthem

RCM Hymn

Philippine Rotary Hymn

The Rotarian Pledge

The Four (4) Way Test 

Acknowledgment of Visiting Rotarians and Guests

Welcome Song

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

Zoom Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2021-2022

Thursday, September 2, 2021, 12:30 PM

Registration and Zoom In 

12:25 PM  Presentation of Meeting Protocol/Zoom Meeting
House Rules

12:30 PM                   Call to Order

Program Moderator/Facilitator/ChikaTalk

AVP of RCM Members

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP

STAR Rtn. Jop Esquivias

STAR Rtn. Jack Rodriguez

Rtn. Karl Leung

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

11:30 AM                   
Rtn. Karl Leung

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

STAR Rtn. Alvin Ampil
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President’s Time Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

September 2     Rtn. Roy Zosa                   
                            Rtn. Aldous Alingog                                                 

Maligayang Bati

Happy Birthday Song     

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of Birthday Celebrants

Part I
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SENEN T. MANGALILE (Filipino)
Officer-in-Charge, Office of Consular Affairs
Department of Foreign Affairs 
Classification: Government - Consular Service 
Proposer: PDG Vince Carlos
Co-Proposer: Rtn. Vic Garcia

EMILIO G. LA’O (Filipino)
President and CEO
Cold Front Technologies Asia, Inc. 
Classification: Air Conditioning & Refrigeration - 
                          Air Conditioner & Refrigerator Equipment Distributing 
Proposer: DSAA Jason Bogovich 

RONALD I. MARTINEZ (Filipino)
Vice President for Analytics
SM Mart, Inc.
Classification: Trading - Retail Chain 
Proposer: DSAA Jason Bogovich

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

PDG Alex Cureg

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

Charging of New Members

Oath of Membership

Zoom Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2021-2022

Thursday, September 2, 2021, 12:30 PM

Induction of New Members

Introduction of New Members by Proposers

1:00 PM                   

PDG Vince Carlos
DSAA Jason Bogovich

Part II

balita   September 2, 2021

Open Forum 

Presentation of Certificate of
Appreciation

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga
PVP Hermie Esguerra                                            
Programs Committee Chairman

Attested by:
Sec. Reggie Yu

Classification Talk1:15 PM                   
STAR Rtn. RAMI CHAHWAN

COO & General Manager
PLK Philippines

(franchisee of Popeye’s Louisiana Kitchen)
Classification: Restaurant Chain - Chicken Dishes
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2:00 PM                   Pres. Chito ZaldarriagaResponse and Meeting Adjournment

Zoom Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2021-2022

Thursday, September 2, 2021, 12:30 PM

Part III

balita   September 2, 2021

1:30 PM                   

DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph
Chairman, Committee on
Elections

Rtn. Tobi Rast
Member, Committee on Elections

Club Election Dry Run

Introduction of the Committee on Elections
for the Election of the Board of Directors
for RY 2022-2023 

Question and Answer



PROFILE OF CLASSIFICATION TALK SPEAKER
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RAMI CHAHWAN

Business professional with extensive hands on and diversified experience in restaurant and
operations management, consulting, and continuous process improvement. Strategic thinker with
the ability to drive down costs and creating centers of excellence. Identifies and communicates key
responsibilities and practices to ensure the immediate team of direct reports promotes a
successful attitude, confidence in leadership, and teamwork to achieve business results.
Challenges and inspires team members to achieve targeted results. Ability to see both the big
picture and minute details, allowing efficient management of workflow, reporting, and
expenditures.

balita   September 2, 2021

EXPERIENCE

PLK Philippines (franchisee of Popeyes Louisiana Kitchen) 
COO & General Manager 

Manila, Philippines
Sept 2018 – Present

Manage a team of 700 including Supply chain, Finance, R&D, IT, HR, Business
Development and Construction. Created the team from scratch.
Led the Market Entry of Popeyes in the Philippines and set new record for best Grossing
restaurant in a market entry worldwide and highest transaction count (4x higher than
home market)
Participated in the introduction of the New Global Image of Popeyes.
Built and oversaw the site acquisition process with the Finance and Business
Development team lead to a healthy pipeline of 21 site in our 1st year and 40 so far in
the second.
Led the negotiation with our beverage supplier getting 40% reduction on invoice price
with $7.5M of marketing funds over 5 years with a possibility of $15M.
Participated and proposed the menu architecture for the Philippines market.
Ultimate and full accountability on PnL achieving positive net income system wide EBT
with sites reaching 22% 4-wall EBITDA
Introduced analytics and systematic approaches in many aspects (hiring, franchising, site
selection, new menu introduction)
Strategized and implemented CAPEX cost savings amounting over 20% per site
Led the Finance aspect of building the 5-year Business Plan for PLK Philippines.

Paramount Fine Foods 
Director of Operations - Global 

Toronto, Canada
October 2017 – September 2018

Create and implement the Paramount Academy
Redefine roles and responsibilities of all support functions (Peoples, Marketing, Supply
Chain, Development)
Redesign and introduce a new menu offering allowing us to gain 2% on food cost.
Full accountability of NRG and profitability
Lead the entry to New York City Market.
Assess the internal talent pool and owner group pool and take necessary action



PROFILE OF CLASSIFICATION TALK SPEAKER
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RAMI CHAHWAN
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RESTAURANT BRANDS INTERNATIONAL (RBI) 
Director of Operations – International Tim Hortons (Philippines)

2012 – 2017
Dec 2016 – October 2017

Created and implemented the training program including Leadership classes and
Development classes.
Defined the KPIs of the Operations team
Improved the project planning process for better and faster NRG
Attracted and recruited talent to build the team for sustainable growth
Supported the ERP implementation process
 Lead sensory sessions to develop the local menu offering
Full accountability of NRG and profitability
Head the operations, training, and development of a New Country Entry

Senior Manager - International Business Development 
(Dubai – Saudi Arabia) 

May 2016 – Dec 2016

Lead the site selection process and built the pipeline for 2017 development plan
Worked closely with Marketing team to create the appropriate calendar according to our
Brand positioning
Held accountability to hit sales growth plan, NRG and profitability.
Worked closely with the project management team on shrinking the timeline for store
openings
Planed and managed divisional, regional business units and department processes and
practices to ensure that programs are aligned with company business goals and
objectives
In charge of $265M in budgeting across 168 locations in Middle East

Manager Business Development – International 
(Dubai – Saudi Arabia) 

2015 – 2016

Appointed a new role as an International business development to help our partner grow
and expand in the Middle East. Successfully opened more than 75 locations in less than
13 months.
Successfully increased EBITDA from -6% to 9% on a $65M USD sales.
Part of the team that reviewed store designs to lower Capex cost by US$100,000

Operations Manager of Business Development 
(Quebec, Canada)

2014 – 2015

In charge of $450M in budgeting across 595 locations in Quebec. in EBITDA was
increased from 10.82% to 11.49%



PROFILE OF CLASSIFICATION TALK SPEAKER
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RAMI CHAHWAN
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Tims University Manager
(Quebec, Canada)

2013 – 2014

Promoted to become the first Tim Hortons University Manager
Trained and developed management in the market for increased leadership scope and
responsibilities
In charge of all the training, corporate restaurants, and opening team for Quebec and
Atlantic.
Turned around the transactions of the corporate restaurant by 2% and the sales by 7%

Corporate Manager
(Quebec, Canada)

2012 – 2013

Managed corporate owned restaurants, of 46 employees

Speak English (fluent), French (fluent), Arabic (fluent)
Canadian Citizen
Filipino Permanent Resident

EDUCATION
Concordia University/McGill University
Bachelor’s in mechanical engineering - Candidate

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Magandang Araw Mga Kapatid ng Rotary Club of
Manila!

We celebrated “Araw ng mga Bayani” last
Monday to celebrate the heroes of our country.
Indeed, this pandemic has created a lot of brave
new heroes. Aside from the obvious doctors,
nurses, medical practitioners, there are those
ancillary heroes who have been relentlessly
doing their roles (e.g. the delivery riders, the
actual food suppliers, etc.)

Even within our own ranks, there are a handful
of you who have done your vital part in this new
reality, and for that, I salute you all.

We had an RCManila Foundation, Inc. Board of
Trustees meeting last Monday and a lot of items
were acted upon. The road map was presented
by STAR Rtn. Teddy Kalaw IV. The various
Chairmen were elected for Ways and Means,
Financial Disbursement, Audit, Risk and
Compliance and Project Evaluation. Trustee Lito
Sibayan was chosen as Chairman of the Project
Evaluation Committee. RCManila Foundation,
Inc. President Susing Pineda was chosen as
Chairman of the Ways and Means Committee.
Trustee/Treasurer Pepo Nuñez was chosen as
Chairman of the Financial Disbursement
Committee. Trustee Celso Abastillas was chosen
as Chairman of the Audit Risk and Compliance
Committee.  The PCNC accreditation in this
year’s renewal is paramount to this process. 

The Board of Trustees of the RCManila
Foundation, Inc. also approved the following
projects which will be under the aegis of the
foundation and the club jointly, namely, the
MMDA / PDA / RCM Inoculation project, the
Hospicio de San Jose Emergency Assistance
Project and the Aeta Scholarship Project,
among others, which we will be formally
announcing soon.

I will need to make mention of our Programs
Committee Chairman and RCManila
Foundation, Inc. Chairman Hermie Esguerra.
He is pervasive in making all these remarkable
efforts possible. A separate salute to you
Hermie!

Today’s meeting will be very important
because aside from the Classification Talk of
our STAR Rtn. Rami Chawan who will walk us
through the state of the fastfood industry, we
will be discussing the dynamics of our
upcoming elections. We conducted a
successful digital last RY 2020-2021 and we will
have another one this year.

Please ensure your undivided attention during
this meeting.

Our Head of the Committee on Election is no
less than IPP Bobby Joseph.

We will be issuing the updated guidelines on
the use of the different Rotary Club of Manila
Viber Groups. These days, we are currently
posting material without much order and the
labels are no longer being observed. 

Let us please take heed and be all compliant to
these guidelines. We will have our SAA Dave
Reynolds ably assisted by DSAA Jason Bogovich
in ensuring compliance with these guidelines. 

Finally, another reminder my dear Rotary Club
of Manila brothers, “Every One, Bring One”!

Stay safe everyone!

Humbly yours in Rotary,

FSZ                 

Felix Francisco S. Zaldarriaga 
President
RY 2021-2022

balita   September 2, 2021



The Rotary Club of Manila Audiovisual Presentation
of the Philippine National Anthem

THE WEEK THAT WAS

President Chito Zaldarriaga
calls the meeting to order. 

 

PP Teddy Ocampo, as Program Moderator/ Facilitator,
calls the day’s sequential order of activities.

The World Famous Music Chorale Audiovisual Presentation of the
RCM Hymn and the singing of the Philippine Rotary Hymn

STAR Rtn. Rami Chahwan delivers
an Invocation and Special Prayer.
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PP Teddy Ocampo, Program Moderator/Facilitator, acknowledges the week’s birthday
celebrants, namely, Rtn. Juan Montel, Rtn. Deo Villacorta, Rtn. Richard Ang, Rtn. Francois
Engelbrecht and Rtn. Tony Montinola, which was followed by an audiovisual presentation of
the World Famous Music Chorale singing the happy birthday song.

STAR Rtn. Teddy Tee Jr. leads the
recitation of the Four (4) Way Test
for Manila Rotarians to renew their
commitment to the Rotary
movement. 

STAR Rtn. Paco Magsaysay recites the
Rotarian Pledge as a perfect prelude in
fostering and strengthening ties amongst
fellow Rotarians by way of reinforcing their
resolve in furtherance of Service Above Self.

11Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

THE WEEK THAT WAS
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President Chito Zaldarriaga
delivers his message during

his President’s Time.

PD Beda Fajardo introduces Guest of Honor and
Speaker Hon. Antonio T. Carpio, Associate

Justice (Ret.), Supreme Court of the Philippines. 
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THE WEEK THAT WAS

Guest of Honor and Speaker Hon. Antonio T. Carpio, Associate Justice (Ret.),
Supreme Court of the Philippines delivers his talk on “Defending Philippine

Sovereign Rights in the West Philippine Sea.”

balita   September 2, 2021

An open forum immediately followed right after the talk of Hon. Antonio T. Carpio, Associate
Justice (Ret.), Supreme Court of the Philippines. Among those who participated in the open forum
were President Chito Zaldarriaga, PP Boy Guevara, IPD Celso Abastillas, RCManila Foundation,
Inc. Chairman and Programs Committee Chairman PVP Hermie Esguerra, PVP Lance Masters,

IPBLA/PD Amading Valdez, PD Raffy Alunan, Rtn. Karl Leung, PSAA Gunter Matschuck,
IPD Hans Palacios, PP Frank Evaristo, Rtn. Tony Lopez and DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph. 



President Chito Zaldariaga and Programs Committee Chairman
PVP Hermie Esguerra present the Certificate of Appreciation,
attested by Secretary Reggie Yu, to Hon. Antonio T. Carpio,
Associate Justice (Ret.), Supreme Court of the Philippines.
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THE WEEK THAT WAS

President Chito Zaldarriaga delivers his closing
remarks and therafter, adjourns the meeting.
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Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

Inspite of the present adversities the business sector has been facing and enduring for
more than a year now, restaurants and fastfood chains have remained strong in
providing services to their customers who have been affected by a series of lockdowns,
and have continuously provided regular work and income to their employees despite the
situation. As Vocational Service finds its peak in Classification Talks, let Asia’s First Rotary
Club witness how STAR Rtn. RAMI CHAHWAN has managed to keep the popular fastfood
chain a success in the midst of the pandemic times.

Participate, engage and mark your calendar too, 12:30 PM, today, September 2.

Very truly yours,

PVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
Programs Committee Chairman
RY 2021-2022

From the Programs Committee
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RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2021-2022
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022

(As of September 1, 2021, 03:00 PM)
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022
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(As of September 1, 2021, 03:00 PM)



List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022
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(As of September 1, 2021, 03:00 PM)



 In order for the elections to be valid, a quorum consisting of “one third of the 
 membership” which is equivalent to 74 members must be present. 

August 31, 2021  
                                          
Dear Fellow Rotarians, 

I.  Guidelines Regarding the Elections for Board of Directors for RY 2022-2023:

1.

   2. TO VOTE AND BE VOTED UPON (NOMINEES), candidates should have paid the full
       year’s membership dues and other financial commitments for club project/s  on or
       before August 31,2021.
 
   3. TO VOTE (THE ELECTORATE), deadline for settlement of annual dues in order to be
       able to vote is on or before September 8, 2021.

   4. Candidates must possess at least one (1) year residency in the Rotary Club of
       Manila at the time of nomination, otherwise, the nominee shall be automatically 
       disqualified. 

   5. Members are required to vote for no less than five (5) candidates. Ballots with less
        than five (5) votes will be automatically nullified. 

   6. Date of Election : September 9, 2021 
       Poll Opens : 11:00 AM 
       Poll Closes : 1:30 PM (Voting for the last member who enters at that time shall be 
       accepted.) 
       Election System Closes :          1:45 PM 

   7. The results of the elections will be announced immediately after the canvassing of the
        votes.

Guidelines for the Election
of the Board of Directors

for RY 2022-2023
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Make sure your internet line is available and functioning. 

II.  Mode of Conduct of Election 

We will be adopting the ELECTION RUNNER application which was used during the election
of the Board of Directors for RY 2021-2022. 

For multiple email users, please email the Rotary Club of Manila Secretariat through
rotaryclubofmanila@gmail.com, the preferred email to be used during Election Day.
Otherwise, the email address used for by the member in receiving the Weekly Meeting
advisories will be the default email to be used. 

Below are the simple steps that we will follow to successfully participate in the Election
Process using your preferred / default email address in use by the Rotary Club of Manila: 

1.

   2. You will receive an E-Mail with a Link 

   3. Click on the Link and a Website will open. 

   4. Choose a minimum of five (5) and a maximum of eight (8) candidates.

   5. Click Submit. 

   6. You will receive a confirmation page saying, “THANK YOU FOR VOTING IN THIS
        ELECTION.”

These are the images you will receive as you perform the virtual Election Runner election
process:
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THE ELECTION COMMITTEE
        RY 2021-2022



The Election Committee for RY 2021-2022:

                       Chairman                 IPP Robert “Bobby” L. Joseph Jr.
                       Vice Chairman         PDG Vicente “Vince” J. Carlos 
                       Members                  PDG Alexander “Alex” P. Cureg
                                                          PDG Roberto “Obet” M. Pagdanganan
                                                          PDG Rodolfo “Rudy” P. Bediones
                                                          PP Joaquin “Jackie” C. Rodriguez
                                                          Rtn. Tobias “Toby” Rast

Below is the updated list of nominees as of August 31, 2021:

Members of the Election Committee
for RY 2021-2022

and Updated List of Nominees for the
Board of Directors for RY 2022-2023
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The Board of Directors
of the Rotary Club of Manila

for RY 2021-2022
Holds Fourth Special Meeting 

The Board of Directors of the Rotary Club of Manila for RY 2021-2022 held its Fourth
Special Meeting last August 26, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were RCManila
Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Programs Committee Chairman Hermie Esguerra, Dir.
Albert Alday, Dir. John Michael Cutter, Club Secretary Reggie Yu, DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph,
Dir. Farid Schoucair, Treasurer Jujut Enriquez, AS Henry Go, IPBLA/PD Amading Valdez, Dir.
Noy Benedicto, Dir. Thad Liamzon, President Chito Zaldarriaga, AT PJ Garcia and ES Anna
Kun Toledo.
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The Committee on Elections Holds Meeting
with Programs Committee 

The Committee on Elections held a meeting with the Programs Committee last August 31,
2021 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were PDG Obet Pagdanganan, ES Anna Kun Toledo,
PDG Alex Cureg, PDG Rudy Bediones, Rtn. Tobi Rast, Committee on Elections Vice Chairman
PDG Vince Carlos, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Programs Committee Chairman
PVP Hermie Esguerra and Committee on Elections Chairman DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph.
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The Executive Committee
of the RCManila Foundation, Inc.

for RY 2021-2022
Holds Special Meeting

The Executive Committee of the RCManila Foundation, Inc. held a Special Meeting last August
26, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Trustee/Treasurer and Rotary Club of Manila PD Pepo Nuñez, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Trustee/Secretary and Rotary Club of Manila Dir. Albert Alday, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Executive Director Nestor Ubalde, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club of
Manila PT Lito Sibayan, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Rotary Club of Manila
Programs Committee Chairman PVP Hermie Esguerra, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee
and Rotary Club of Manila President Chito Zaldarriaga, RCManila Foundation, Inc. President
and Rotary Club of Manila PP Susing Pineda, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee ahd Rotary
Club of Manila IPBLA/PD Amading Valdez, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club
of Manila PP Teddy Ocampo, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Legal Counsel and Rotary Club of
Manila STAR Rtn. Teddy Kalaw IV and RCManila Foundation, Inc. EA Sol Troniado-
Encarnacion.
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RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman Hermie Esguerra,
Trustee/Secretary Albert Alday and

Assistant Treasurer Reggie Yu Hold Preliminary Meeting
to Thresh Out Matters on the Agenda 

of the Forthcoming Board of Trustees Meeting 

RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Programs Committee Chairman PVP
Hermie Esguerra, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Assistant Treasurer and Rotary Club of
Manila Club Secretary Reggie Yu, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee/Secretary and
Rotary Club of Manila Dir. Albert Alday held a meeting last August 30, 2021 via
Zoom virtual platform to thresh out matters on the agenda of the forthcoming
Board of Trustees Meeting of the RCManila Foundation, Inc. Also present were
Rotary Club of Manila ES Anna Kun Toledo and RCManila Foundation, Inc. EA Sol
Troniado-Encarnacion.
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The Board of Trustees
of the RCManila Foundation, Inc.

for RY 2021-2022 Holds Special Meeting

The Board of Trustees of the RCManila Foundation, Inc. for RY 2021-2022 held a Special
Meeting last August 30, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were Rotary Club of Manila
ES Anna Kun Toledo, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila PD Beda
Fajardo, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee/Secretary and Rotary Club of Manila Dir. Albert
Alday, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila IPP Bobby Joseph
(Deputy District Coordinating Co-Chairman, Rotary District 3810), RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Chairman and Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman PVP Hermie Esguerra,
RCManila Foundation, Inc. President and Rotary Club of Manila PP Susing Pineda, RCManila
Foundation, Inc. Executive Director Nestor Ubalde, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee and
Rotary Club of Manila PP Teddy Ocampo, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Legal Counsel and
Rotary Club of Manila STAR Rtn. Teddy Kalaw IV, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee and
Rotary Club of Manila IPD Celso Abastillas, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Assistant Treasurer and
Rotary Club of Manila Club Secretary Reggie Yu, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee and
Rotary Club of Manila PT Lito Sibayan, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club of
Manila President Chito Zaldarriaga, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club of
Manila IPBLA/PD Amading Valdez, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee/Treasurer and Rotary
Club of Manila PD Pepo Nuñez, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee and Rotary Club of Manila
PP Jackie Rodriguez (Deputy District Coordinating Co-Chairman, Rotary District 3810) and
RCManila Foundation, Inc. EA Sol Troniado-Encarnacion.
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July 1, 2021

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 
 
An Opportunity has now opened doors for
our club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club. With
only US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution,
you can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

We have members who have risen to donor
levels that have earned them significant point
values. Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie
Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, PVP Hermie
Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet
Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness
to share the points they have earned to allow
Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul
Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution
of US$ 500.00 instead of the regular  US$
1,000.00. 

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling
in www.rotary.org using your R.I.
Identification Number. Once enrolled, you are
allowed to learn Rotary, increase your circle
of friendship and contribute conveniently
using the website. 
 
We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of
service-oriented people who believe that our
congregation is a means to share our
blessings to the less fortunate communities
globally. The Rotary Foundation is the funding
arm of global humanitarian undertakings of
Rotary International. It was formally named in
1917 and the first trustees were appointed
after Rotary International President Arch
Klumph proposed for the establishment of an
endowment for the purpose of doing good in
the world. The first grant of US$ 500
benefitted the International Society for
Crippled Children (Easter Seals). History
marks the milestone projects of The Rotary
Foundation such a scholarship for
international graduate study, the elimination 

of Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World
Peace Forum, among others.  Under the
Rotary’s 7 Areas of Service Focus, namely,
Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution,
Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water
and Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health,
Basic Education and Literacy, Economic and
Community Development and lastly,
Supporting the Environment, Rotary
International and The Rotary Foundation
have made themselves relevant to
developing communities globally.

All these services would not have been
made possible if not for the generosity of
Rotarians, who voluntarily enlisted
themselves to become members of The
Rotary Foundation through a minimal
contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  

We are currently working on Global Grants
and District Grants. Your contribution will
significantly improve the community living
of our target beneficiaries.
 
For any assistance, please feel free to
contact me.  

Yours in the service of Rotary, 

ROMEO THADDEUS R. LIAMZON  
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation
Director
RY 2021-2022 

Noted by:

FELIX FRANCISCO S. ZALDARRIAGA 
President
RY 2021-2022

Appeal for Paul Harris Fellows

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION

http://www.rotary.org/


Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

This is to announce a call for Global Grant Proposals
for Rotary Year 2021-2022. See the fruition of your
donations to The Rotary Foundation as you witness
sustainable service projects unfold that would
define the existence of Asia’s First Rotary Club.

For queries, please get in touch with the Secretariat
and/or the undersigned.

Yours in Rotary service,

ROMEO THADDEUS “THAD” R. LIAMZON
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation Committee
Director
RY 2021-2022

Calling for Proposals for Global Grants
for RY 2021-2022
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Greetings!

The District Committee on Veterinary Concerns, will have a District Event on "Rabies Awareness:
Online Webinar Series and Dog and Cat Anti-Rabies Vaccination", hosted by The Rotary Club of
Manila Crown, in celebration of the World Rabies Day.

WEBINAR SCHEDULE:
Aug. 28, 2021 - "Human Rabies"
Sept. 25, 2021 - "Animal Rabies"
Webinar starts at 7:00 PM

DOGS AND CATS VACCINATION AREA SCHEDULE: 9-12 noon:
✔  Sept. 4, 2021 - Manila Area 
✔  Oct. 2,  2021 - Cavite Area
✔  Oct. 9, 2021 - Pasay Area
✔  To be announced: Mindoro Area

We would like to invite everyone to share with you some facts and knowledge about "Rabies". 

We invited Medical and Veterinary experts to share a wide array of knowledge on human and
animal rabies and some insights on what to do during emergencies.

Each LCP's can register up to 5 participants.

Thank you!

[ZOOM LINK - AUG 28]

Topic: Human Rabies Webinar - RC Manila Crown
Time: Aug 28, 2021 07:00 PM Asia/Manila

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83332731164?pwd=enhrMnh2aTZTeVpTQXptSDdza09yUT09

Meeting ID: 833 3273 1164
Passcode: D3810

✔ PARTICIPANT NAME FORMAT
(Name - Rotary Club or )
Organization or Company)
Ex.
Vhinz - RC Manila Crown
June - RITMHIMD
LCP Lester - RAC KM

To properly acknowledge your participation and names.

Rabies Awareness

45

INTERCLUB RELATIONS

balita   September 2, 2021



Bawat Rotarian, Bakunado

46

INTERCLUB RELATIONS/
DISEASE PREVENTION AND TREATMENT

balita   September 2, 2021

Dear Life-Changing Presidents, 

In pursuit of our Covid-19 Prevention and Awareness initiatives, our district will be
launching the "Bawat Rotarian, Bakunado". This project aims to have every Rotarian in
our district vaccinated and protected. 

In line with this, kindly send me a complete list of your club members who are not yet
vaccinated. The list will be utilized to know the estimated number of vaccines that we
will request from the Department of Health. 

Send the list to my email: govbertd38102122@gmail.com and use the subject header:
Vaccination List - [Club Name] (ex. Vaccination List - RC Sampaloc). We will be accepting
list until September 4, 2021.

Thank you and I hope that you will join this cause towards reaching herd immunity, one
vaccine at a time. Keep safe and protected.

ROBERT KOA
District Governor
RY 2021-2022
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MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS

By Rhea Vitto Tabora
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When you come from a bloodline of renowned and highly regarded civil servants, most
people will expect you to walk the same path. But that was not the case for STAR Rtn.
Francisco “Paco” Magsaysay, who had a former President of the country for a grandfather
and a two-term Senator for a father. STAR Rtn. Paco grew up in a different environment and
chose to pursue a different career path. 

Although he took a different path, STAR Rtn. Paco exemplifies the same values that his
forefathers have taught him – honesty, integrity, and hard work. 

Read on and get to know more about Carmen’s Best and the man behind it, and what makes
this homegrown artisanal ice cream brand a local favorite. STAR Rtn. Paco also shares some
tips to entrepreneurial success. He also talks about his new, lockdown-friendly hobbies. 

balita   September 2, 2021

STAR Rtn. Paco Magsaysay:
The Premium Ice Cream Maker

STAR Rtn. Paco Magsaysay (far right) with his three kids (from left to right): Jaime (the eldest),
Carmen (the youngest and the name of their ice cream brand), and Mikey (the second son)
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Rhea Vitto Tabora (RVT): Coming from a very prominent political family, what made you
decide to enter entrepreneurship instead of the political ring? Were you not influenced by
the paths taken by your grandfather, the late President Ramon Magsaysay, and your father,
former Senator Ramon “Jun” Magsaysay Jr.?   

Paco Delgado Magsaysay (PDM): When I was born in 1968, my father was not in government at
that time. From the ‘70s to the early ‘80s, he was involved in building his cable TV business. I spent
the ‘80s and ‘90s in the US, so I was not exposed to politics unlike my father, who grew up as the son
of a President, and even lived in Malacañang. Mine was a very different experience growing up.  

What I did imbibe from my grandfather and father were the values of honesty, integrity and hard
work, which have formed the way I have conducted myself personally and professionally. I also
learned some business tips from my maternal grandmother, Lola Cita Delgado, wife of my Lolo Paco
Delgado, before she passed on in the mid ‘80s.

Top photos: Former President Ramon Magsaysay (STAR Rtn. Paco Magsaysay's Lolo) and Luz
Banzon Magsaysay (his Lola)
Bottom photos: With his Rotarian Lolo, Francisco “Paco” Delgado, and his mother, Isabel Delgado 
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RVT: What are the important lessons in life you learned from your grandfather and father? 

PDM: I did not have the privilege of meeting my “Lolo Monching” – as we call him in the family –
since he died in 1958. All I know is the man truly put the needs of the country ahead of any
personal gain. He even told all his relatives, even the relatives of his wife, Luz Banzon, who hails
from Bataan, not to accept any government position or run for public office. Tita Mila Valenzuela,
my father’s sister, recalls celebrating her debut in the ‘50s when they were living in Malacañang.
The cost of the party she had was deducted from the paycheck of Lolo Monching.  

As for my father, he always told me to keep the Magsaysay name clean despite the temptations.
That we owed to Lolo Monching. My father, a two-term Senator, impressed upon me that
government service is to serve the people. This is what I hope to accomplish in Rotary.

With his dad, former Senator Ramon Magsaysay Jr.

RVT: In your experience, what are the key ingredients to entrepreneurial success? 

PDM: I would say a combination of attitude, understanding your strengths and weaknesses – both
personal and professional – humility, ability to think outside the box, above average
communication skills, hard work, curiosity and grit. There is no one recipe for entrepreneurial
success, but the traits I just mentioned are what I have noticed that one would need to succeed as
an entrepreneur.



RVT: How did you prepare yourself for your ice cream business? 

PDM: I never had any formal training in the culinary arts. I just wanted to learn to bake
for my kids, which I did in 2008, just watching YouTube. So, when the idea of making ice
cream came along in 2010, I was totally open to it as I already had the skills. Carmen’s
Best was launched in February of 2011. 

Once the business started taking off, I decided to enroll in formal lessons in ice cream
manufacturing in 2013, which was the Penn State University’s ice cream course. The
rest is history…

RVT: What’s the story behind Carmen’s Best? 

PDM: Carmen’s Best came about when the dairy farm my father and his friends owned,
was throwing away excess fresh milk that they could not sell. To capitalize on that
excess milk, I decided in 2009 to incorporate a company with the SEC called, “Carmen’s
Best Dairy Products.”  If you notice, the word “ice cream” does not appear in the
company name. That’s because I did not know I was eventually going into
manufacturing ice cream.  

Immersing myself in the dairy business, I soon realized ice cream is a dairy product,
and was fortunate to have access to fantastic dairy facilities because of our dairy farm.
That’s why we got into the ice cream business. The “Carmen” in the Carmen’s Best
brand, is for my daughter, whom I named after my maternal grandmother, Cita
Chuidian Delgado, the wife of Francisco “Paco” Delgado, former Rotary Club of Manila
member and Rotary International luminary. 

MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS
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RVT: What makes Carmen’s Best one of the most recognized local ice cream brands, even at
par with some well-known international brands? 

PDM: That’s primarily due to the quality of our ice cream. It’s also because our ice cream has a
“story”, that the company is named after the daughter of the owner, who stresses that their
products will always be worthy of his daughter’s name, and the milk used in making the ice cream
comes from the family’s dairy farm in Bay, Laguna. At the end of the day, if people did not
approve of our quality, Carmen’s Best would NOT have lasted 10 years.

The milk used in making the ice cream comes from the family’s dairy farm in Bay, Laguna.

RVT: How do you come up with such unique ice cream flavors – from the pioneering
Madagascar Vanilla and the popular “He’s Not Worth It” to the new line J&M Naughty and
Nice Cream?

PDM: Ice cream just seems to bring out the creativity in me! Most of the flavors I come up with are
flavors I enjoyed as a child and share with our customers. Serendipitously, they seem to share my
tastes. We are also very picky as to what flavors we come out with. They have to be aligned with
our brand.  



RVT: What are your interests and hobbies? What do you do when you are not at
work?

PDM: Since the lockdown last year, I’ve gotten into gardening and outdoor cooking. I
started to appreciate other parts of my home, having no choice but to stay put. But I’m
still really working most of the time – everything else is just a way to get my mind off
work for a short period of time. 

Before the lockdowns, I would often work six to seven days a week. At least now, I have
some other interests.

MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS
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Gardening and outdoor cooking: his new, lockdown-friendly hobbies
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RVT: Please share something about yourself
that your fellow Rotarians might not readily
know.

PDM: I had an older brother, named Ramon
Magsaysay III, who passed away in 1970, aged
three, of cystic fibrosis. Since he had been given
my Lolo Monching’s name, I took the name of my
maternal grandfather, Francisco “Paco” Delgado.

RVT: What inspired you to join the Rotary Club
of Manila? How would you describe your
experience with the Club so far?

PDM: I was asked to join Rotary many years ago,
but then, I guess, it was not the right time. Life,
with its ups and downs, is all about timing, and it
seemed to be the right time when Tito Jackie
Rodriguez talked to me about joining the club. I
was not thinking of joining any club, but he got me
to reconsider joining Rotary.

STAR Rtn. Paco and his three kids

After facing cancer and other challenges in life, I felt the time to serve is now. Life is so short, and
we don’t know how much time we have left here on earth.  Anyway, serving the community has
been part of the vision of Carmen’s Best since we started in 2011. We have been supporting the
PGH Medical Foundation and the Good Shepherd Foundation for several years.  

The Rotary experience has been good since I already know most of the members. 

STAR Rtn. Paco and his older brother,
Ramon Magsaysay III, who passed away at
the age of three.



NEW GENERATIONS SERVICE

DROSSCON 25th District Rotaract
Solo Singing Contest
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Does your club have a Rotaractor between 18-30 years old with a talent in singing? 

If yes, then this is for you!

The annual District Rotaract Solo Singing Contest is back, but on a virtual stage this time!
Join us on our 25th year of discovering and celebrating New Generation's singing prowess!

Register through https://bit.ly/DROSSCON2021 or contact RC Bagumbayan-Manila
Secretariat for more details.

Note: This event is exclusive to District 3810 clubs only.
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INTERNATIONAL SERVICE

Resilience in a Pandemic Hit Environment:
A Joint Meeting of the Rotary Club of Colombo

with International Sister Clubs
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Presidential Conference Manila
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It’s September once again and for many
Filipinos, it is the “comeback day” of Jose
Mari Chan, whose Christmas songs would
endlessly blast in shopping malls and
residential areas as soon as the “Ber
months” begin.

Over the past few years, Jose Mari Chan has
become an unofficial reminder that
Christmas is coming. Christmas hits of multi-
awarded musician Jose Mari Chan has
become a staple on the playlist of radios
and piped-in music in malls and stores as
soon as September starts. The so-called
"King of Christmas Carols," is aware that the
“Ber” month is also the season his face
appears on countless hilarious photos and
videos shared by thousands of Filipinos in
cyberspace.

OTHER MATTERS

A typical Piscean, born March 11, 1945, Jose
Mari Chan saw the first light of day in Iloilo
City where he was reared and early
schooled. Although music was already a
part of his formative years Joe Mari opted to
finish a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Economics from the Ateneo de Manila
University in 1967 to augment the
management force of their family-owned
sugar business.

But innate inclination will tend to surface
despite all odds and an instantly famed
reality bolstered his status after the release
of his first single. It was easy for him to
magnetize a huge following with his
uniquely husky and non-baritone vocal
sound which even added flavor and finesse
to his composition.

Lured by the glitz and enticing promise of
showbiz, Joe Mari was first spotted under
the limelight as a TV host and singer of
Nine-Teeners, an ABS-CBN youth-oriented
musical variety show in 1966, a year before
he recorded “Afterglow.” He wrote his first
original song, “Afterglow,” which he first
sang on Nineteeners in 1966 where an
independent producer, Sonny Lozano,
thought it was good enough to record.
Striking the rod while hot as his moniker
slowly carved a niche, he released his first
LP (Long Playing record in vinyl) in 1969
entitled “Deep In My Heart.”

Amid the emergence of numerous
balladeers and hopefuls, the name Jose
Mari Chan remained uncontested and
unperturbed. With a growing reputation
and  budding  career,   he  represented   the 
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 Straight from
the Horse's Mouth

by Club Secretary Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu
Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022

balita   September 2, 2021

MUSINGS OF A CHAN FAN. ““Music expresses that which cannot be put into words and that which
cannot remain silent” — Victor Hugo



Philippines in the 1973 World Popular Song
Festival in Tokyo where his song “Can We Just
Stop and Talk Awhile” reached the finals.
That same year, his songs “Can We Start All
Over Again” and “Refrain” were
simultaneously lording it over the airwaves
and had been neatly associated with his
name since. 

In 1974, Jose Mari Chan was awarded the
TOYM and he received the Dangal ng
Musikang Pilipino award from the Philippine
Association of the Recording Industry and
the Antonio C. Barreiro Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Metropop Foundation.

His reserved personality, unrelenting
perseverance, excellent artistry in writing
poetic verses, and the ability to integrate his
emotions to the fluidity of his songs gave him
the paramount edge over other competitors
in the industry.

The Filipino-Chinese mellow balladeer with
an emotionally heart-throbbing vocal was
unpredictably dealt with a massive decision
in 1975 when he was made to move to the
US for his sugar business that would require
him to be away for more than a decade. In
1986, after 11 years, he returned home and
recorded his second album, “Constant
Change” which won Album of the Year from
Awit Awards and reached Diamond Record in
terms of sales. The said album also garnered
unprecedented sales in Malaysia, Singapore,
and Indonesia.
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A Christmas album, “Christmas in Our Hearts,”
was released in 1990 and reached triple
platinum within that year and dubbed as the
biggest selling album in the Philippine
Recording history. A consistent award-getter,
his “A Heart’s Journey” won 2001 Album of the
Year. For the 2005 Southeast Asian Games, he
was commissioned to compose and sing its
theme song thus, the birth of “We’re All Just
One.”

Not many people know that Joe Mari Chan is
not exclusively pinned down to writing
romantic ballads; this singer-songwriter is also
a versatile commercial advertisement and
jingle artist. He has created numerous
appealing and effectual commercial jingles
that were not only pleasing to hear but also
addicting to listen to while simultaneously
marketing the product. Released in 1997,
“Strictly Commercial: The Jingle Collection” sold
briskly like his love songs tantamount to saying
that anything by Joe Mari Chan is something
worth-owning. Surprisingly, his pen and voice
were the powerful marketing endorser behind
the familiar radio-TV ads of more than 70
products.

Indubitably, there’s no other Filipino talent
who deserves to take a slot close to Jose Mari
Chan when it comes to writing emotionally-
laden songs, composing beguiling melodies,
creating catchy commercial jingles, and
constantly maintaining unparalleled record
sales all year round. His music is timelessly
defying genres and generations.
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Rotary Club of Manila
Holds First Friday Mass

for the Month of September
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