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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Invocation and Special Prayers                                                    

Philippine National Anthem

RCM Hymn

Philippine Rotary Hymn

The Rotarian Pledge

The Four (4) Way Test 

President’s Time

Zoom Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2021-2022

Thursday, July 8, 2021, 12:30 PM

Registration and Zoom In 

12:25 PM  Presentation of Meeting Protocol/Zoom Meeting House Rules

12:30 PM                   Call to Order

Program Moderator/Facilitator/ChikaTalk

AVP of RCM Members

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP

STAR Rtn. Martin Romualdez

STAR Rtn. Tony Meloto

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

11:30 AM                   

IPAT Marcus Dee

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

Rtn. Nando Camus
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1:00 PM                   RCManila Foundation, Inc. 

Introduction

AVP

PVP Hermie Esguerra
Chairman, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
RY 2021-2022

Relationship of RCManila Foundation, Inc.                                 
and the Rotary Club of Manila

Dir. Albert Alday
Secretary/Trustee
RCManila Foundation, Inc.
RY 2021-2022

Introduction of RCManila Foundation, Inc.                              
Board of Trustees and Executive Officers for
RY 2021-2022

Sec. Reggie Yu
Assistant Treasurer
RCManila Foundation, Inc.
RY 2021-2022

Presentation of Certificates of Membership signed by RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman
Hermie Esguerra, RCManila Foundation, Inc. President Susing Pineda and Secretary/Trustee
Albert Alday as well as Tokens from RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman Hermie Esguerra



Charging of RCManila Foundation, Inc. Members
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PP Susing Pineda
President, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
RY 2021-2022

Induction/Oath of Membership of Members
of the RCManila Foundation, Inc. 

PVP Hermie Esguerra
Chairman, RCManila Foundation, Inc.                 
RY 2021-2022

Primer on “A Foundation for Our Rotary Club: The
Governance Perspective”

STAR Rtn. Teddy Kalaw IV
Legal Counsel, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
RY 2021-2022

Open Forum and Panel Discussion
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Zoom Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2021-2022

Thursday, July 8, 2021, 12:30 PM

Board of Trustees & Executive Officers 
 RCManila Foundation, Inc.
RY 2021-2022
Panelists

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga
PVP Hermie Esguerra                                        
Programs Committee Chairman

Attested by:
Sec. Reggie Yu

2:30 PM                   Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga   Meeting Adjournment



HISTORICAL MILESTONES

OF THE RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC.
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1975                      Conceptualization of the RCManila Foundation, Inc.

1979                      The RCManila Foundation, Inc. was born with its registration with the SEC.

October 17, 1991   During the term of RCManila Foundation, Inc. President PDG Romy del Rosario, 
                            then Manila Mayor Gemiliano “Mel” Lopez” granted the request of the foundation
                            to sublease the entire Ground Floor of the multi-storey building proposed to be put
                            up by the foundation as the RCManila Foundation Community Service Center on a
                            city property under lease to the foundation, located at Vito Cruz St. corner 
                            Maytubig St. in Manila. 

1998                     First Attempt at applying for PCNC Accreditation

RY 2010-2011       Considered re-applying for PCNC Accreditation

RY 2015-2016      Obtained Certificate of Registration from DSWD

RY 2018-2019      Renewed Certificate of Registration and Obtained Certificate of License
                            to Operate from DSWD

                            Obtained PCNC Accreditation

RY 2019-2020     Amendments to the Articles of Incorporation (February 20, 2020) to change the
                            address of the RCManila Foundation, Inc. and to conform to the 
                            PCNC requirement that the administrative expenses of the organization, on an
                            annual basis, shall not exceed 30% of total donations and of total expenditures
                            for the taxable year.

RY 2020-2021     Obtained Renewal of PCNC Accreditation

                             Obtained Certificate of Registration from BIR for Donors Tax Exemption Status



PROFILE OF STAR RTN. TEDDY KALAW IV
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PROFILE OF STAR RTN. TEDDY KALAW IV

07Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   July 8, 2021



PROFILE OF STAR RTN. TEDDY KALAW IV
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PROFILE OF STAR RTN. TEDDY KALAW IV
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Dear Fellow RCM Members,

Greetings! Today marks our Second (2nd) Meeting for the Rotary Year 2021-2022 and
already we are off to a running start. (Talk about hitting the ground running.)

My personal thanks to the participants of the turnover ceremonies meeting last week! 

It was a very touching experience to have been charged by no less than our very own PDG
Obet Pagdanganan, and to have been sworn in by our District Governor Robert Koa.

There were an overwhelming 250 plus attendees I am told. The talk that Former Defense
Secretary Gibo Teodoro gave was, indeed, a very refreshing and mind-stimulating
experience. A true Statesman, indeed. 

We have etched out the preliminary plans and programs for today’s orientation/roll out of the
RCManila Foundation, Inc. (RCMFI) and how it will be relating to our main club. 

The practical value of the RCMFI is the existing accreditation of PCNC which allows us tax
incentives for the duration of our accreditation. This, however, is an ongoing revalida process
which happens annually. As such, we need to institutionalize the RCM projects for
sustainability, a pre-requisite of PCNC, if we are to extend our accreditation.

In the coming days, we will be sharing with the body the details of the upcoming projects we
will be launching and – get this…for starters – a project that is already fully funded. 

This project is chaired by PP Susing Pineda and co-chaired by PP Teddy Ocampo. I will
personally be the Director-in-Charge for this project.

Have a great week ahead my dear RCM brothers!

May God bless us all!

Humbly yours in Rotary,

FSZ

Felix Francisco S. Zaldarriaga
President
RY 2021-2022
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
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The Rotary Club of Manila Audiovisual
Presentation of the Philippine National Anthem

Transformational President Bobby Joseph calls
the Induction and Handover Ceremonies to order.

THE WEEK THAT WAS

11

PP Boy Guevara Jr. delivers
an Invocation and Special Prayer.

IPAT Marcus Dee, as Program Moderator/ Facilitator,
calls the day’s sequential order of activities.

STAR Rtn. Michael Tejumal recites the Rotarian
Pledge as a perfect prelude in fostering and
strengthening ties amongst fellow Rotarians by
way of reinforcing their resolve in furtherance of
Service Above Self.
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The World Famous Music Chorale
Audiovisual Presentation of the RCM Hymn
and the singing of the Philippine Rotary Hymn.



THE WEEK THAT WAS
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STAR Rtn. Raf Dionisio leads the
recitation of the Four (4) Way Test for
Manila Rotarians to renew their
commitment to the Rotary movement. 

Life Changing President Chito Zaldarriaga presents the Plaque of Outstanding Leadership
to Transformational President Bobby Joseph.

IPAT Marcus Dee acknowledges the
Visiting Rotarians and guests.

Transformational President Bobby Joseph
delivers his Valedictory Message.
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The World Famous Music Chorale singing
the Welcome Song.



THE WEEK THAT WAS
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Transformational President Bobby Joseph hands over the Presidential Gavel
of Authority and President’s Pin to Life Changing President Chito Zaldarriaga. 

IPAT Marcus Dee introduces the Board of Directors and Executive Officers
of the Rotary Club of Manila for RY 2021-2022.
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THE WEEK THAT WAS
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PDG Obet Pagdangan conducts the
charging of the Board of Directors and
Executive Officers of the Rotary Club of

Manila for RY 2021-2022. 

PP Teddy Ocampo introduces Life
Changing President Chito Zaldarriaga.

DG Robert Koa administers the oath of
office to the Board of Directors and

Executive Officers of the Rotary Club of
Manila for RY 2021-2022.

Life Changing President Chito Zaldarriaga
delivers his Inaugural Address.

DG Robert Koa delivers
his Governor’s Message.

Ms. Carla Guevara-Laforteza, a multi-awarded
international performing theatre actress and concert
artist, beautifully renders classic songs to the delight
of Manila Rotarians, Visiting Rotarians and guests. 



THE WEEK THAT WAS
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Programs Committee Chairman PVP
Hermie Esguerra introduces Keynote

Speaker Atty. Gilberto Eduardo “Gibo” C.
Teodoro Jr., Former Secretary of the

Department of National Defense. 

Keynote Speaker Former Defense
Secretary Atty. Gilberto Eduardo “Gibo”

C. Teodoro Jr. delivers his talk on “Re-
Engineering Public Governance in a

Rapidly Changing Global Environment”.

An open forum immediately followed right after the talk of Keynote Speaker Atty. Gilberto
Eduardo “Gibo” C. Teodoro, Jr., Former Secretary of the Department of National Defense.
Among those who participated in the open forum were President Chito Zaldarriaga, PP Frank

Evaristo, IPD Hans Palacios, VP Henning Karcher, PD Beda Fajardo, IPBLA/PD Amading Valdez
and Rotary Club of Manila Quiapo Central Life Changing President Janoden “Jano” Gubat. 



THE WEEK THAT WAS
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President Chito Zaldarriaga and Programs Committee Chairman PVP Hermie Esguerra
present the Certificate of Appreciation, attested by Secretary Reggie Yu, 

to Atty. Gilberto Eduardo “Gibo” C. Teodoro Jr.,
Former Secretary of the Department of National Defense.

President Chito Zaldarriaga delivers his closing
remarks and thereafter, adjourns the meeting.
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Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

With all the regulatory requirements in order, the time has come to relaunch the
Foundation of the Rotary Club of Manila’s dreams, the RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Get to know its humble beginnings, the road it travelled and how it will work
wonders for the Rotary Club of Manila. 

I urge the esteemed RCMers to appreciate its value and support its endeavors. Our
newly appointed Foundation Legal Counsel STAR Rtn. TEODORO ALEJANDRO
“TEDDY” KALAW IV enlightens us with his talk on “A Foundation for Our Rotary Club:
The Governance Perspective” as its Board of Trustees are ready to answer your
queries in an interactive open forum.

It’s a date! 12:30 PM, today, July 8!

Very truly yours,

PVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
Programs Committee Chairman

Chairman, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
RY 2021-2022

From the Programs Committee

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2020-2021

ATTENDANCE
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2021-2022

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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(As of July 7, 2021, 10:00 AM)



Board of Trustees
of the RCManila Foundation, Inc.

for RY 2021-2022 Holds Special Meeting

RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC.

20

The Board of Trustees of the RCManila Foundation, Inc. for RY 2021-2022 held a Special
Meeting last July 5, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Chairman and Programs Committee Chairman PVP Hermie Esguerra, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
President PP Susing Pineda, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Secretary/Trustee Dir. Albert Alday,
RCManila Foundation, Inc. Treasurer/Trustee PD Pepo Nuñez, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee
PD Beda Fajardo, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee PT Lito Sibayan, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Trustee IPP Bobby Joseph, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee PP Jackie Rodriguez, RCManila
Foundation, Inc. Trustee President Chito Zaldarriaga, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee PP
Teddy Ocampo, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Assistant Treasurer Club Secretary Reggie Yu,
RCManila Foundation, Inc. Legal Counsel STAR Rtn. Teddy Kalaw IV, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
EA Sol Troniado-Encarnacion and Rotary Club of Manila ES Anna Kun Toledo.
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RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Holds Technical Team Meeting

RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC.

21

The RCManila Foundation, Inc. held a technical team meeting last July 6, 2021 via Zoom virtual
platform. Present were RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Programs Committee
Chairman PVP Hermie Esguerra, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Secretary/Trustee Dir. Albert Alday,
RCManila Foundation, Inc. Assistant Treasurer Club Secretary Reggie Yu, Rotary Club of
Intramuros President Aries Balanay (Creative Director), Rotary Club of Manila ES Anna Kun
Toledo, Rotary Club of Manila EA Maricon Bigcas and two members of the technical team.
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RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Technical Team Holds Technical Run

RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC.

22

The RCManila Foundation, Inc. Technical Team held a technical run last July 7, 2021 via Zoom
virtual platform. Present were RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Programs Committee
Chairman PVP Hermie Esguerra, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Trustee President Chito Zaldarriaga,
RCManila Foundation, Inc. Secretary/Trustee Dir. Albert Alday, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Assistant Secretary IPAT Marcus Dee, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Assistant Treasurer Club
Secretary Reggie Yu, Rotary Club of Intramuros President Aries Balanay (Creative Director),
RCManila Foundation, Inc. EA Sol Troniado-Encarnacion, Rotary Club of Manila ES Anna Kun
Toledo, Rotary Club of Manila EA Maricon Bigcas and three members of the technical staff.
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July 1, 2021

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 
 
An Opportunity has now opened doors for our
club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club. With only
US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution, you
can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

We have members who have risen to donor
levels that have earned them significant point
values. Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie
Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, PVP Hermie
Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet
Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness
to share the points they have earned to allow
Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul
Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution of
US$ 500.00 instead of the regular  US$
1,000.00. 

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling
in www.rotary.org using your R.I. Identification
Number. Once enrolled, you are allowed to
learn Rotary, increase your circle of friendship
and contribute conveniently using the website. 
 
We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of
service-oriented people who believe that our
congregation is a means to share our blessings
to the less fortunate communities globally. The
Rotary Foundation is the funding arm of global
humanitarian undertakings of Rotary
International. It was formally named in 1917 and
the first trustees were appointed after Rotary
International President Arch Klumph proposed
for the establishment of an endowment for the
purpose of doing good in the world. The first
grant of US$ 500 benefitted the International
Society for Crippled Children (Easter Seals).
History marks the milestone projects of The
Rotary Foundation such a scholarship for
international graduate study, the elimination of 

Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World Peace
Forum, among others.  Under the Rotary’s 7
Areas of Service Focus, namely, Peace and
Conflict Prevention/Resolution, Disease
Prevention and Treatment, Water and
Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic
Education and Literacy, Economic and
Community Development and lastly, Supporting
the Environment, Rotary International and The
Rotary Foundation have made themselves
relevant to developing communities globally.

All these services would not have been made
possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,
who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become
members of The Rotary Foundation through a
minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  

We are currently working on Global Grants and
District Grants. Your contribution will
significantly improve the community living of
our target beneficiaries.
 
For any assistance, please feel free to contact
me.  

Yours in the service of Rotary, 

ROMEO THADDEUS R. LIAMZON  
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation
Director
RY 2021-2022 

Noted by:

FELIX FRANCISCO S. ZALDARRIAGA 
President
RY 2021-2022

Appeal for Paul Harris Fellows

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION

http://www.rotary.org/


Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

This is to announce a call for Global Grant Proposals for Rotary Year 2021-2022. See the fruition
of your donations to The Rotary Foundation as you witness sustainable service projects unfold
that would define the existence of Asia’s First Rotary Club.

For queries, please get in touch with the Secretariat and/or the undersigned.

Yours in Rotary service,

ROMEO THADDEUS “THAD” R. LIAMZON
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation Committee
Director
RY 2021-2022

Calling for Proposals for Global Grants
for RY 2021-2022

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION
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25

The Rotary Club of Manila distributed part of the uniforms of health workers donated by the Rotary
Club of Singapore to the VRP Medical Center in Mandaluyong City last July 6, 2021. These uniforms
contained in boxes were received by Dr. Edgardo Penserga, Medical Director of VRP Medical Center
and Former Manila Rotarian Dr. Mariano Lopez, Deputy Medical Director of VRP Medical Center.

DISEASE PREVENTION AND TREATMENT

Rotary Club of Manila Distributes Uniforms
of Health Workers from the Rotary Club
of Singapore to Various Beneficiaries 
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The Rotary Club of Manila distributed part of
the uniforms of health workers donated by the
Rotary Club of Singapore to the Philippine
Orthopedic Center in Quezon City. The
donations were received by Rtn. Brix Pujalte,
Medical Center Chief of the Philippine
Orthopedic Center together with Chief
Administrative Officer Mrs Joyce de la Llarte.

The Rotary Club of Manila distributed part of the
uniforms of health workers donated by the
Rotary Club of Singapore to the Philippine Heart
Center in Quezon City. The donations were
received by Rtn. Jun Aventura.



Rotary Tree
D-3810

SUPPORTING THE ENVIRONMENT
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All for the Youth

NEW GENERATIONS SERVICE
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INTERCLUB RELATIONS
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Manila Rotarians Attend District 3810
Handover and Induction Ceremonies
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Manila Rotarians attended the District 3810 Handover and Induction Ceremonies hosted by the
Rotary Club of Pasay Southeast last July 3, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were President
Chito Zaldarriaga, IPP Bobby Joseph, PDG Rudy Bediones and Lady Sharon Hughes Bediones,
PDG Vicente J. Carlos, PDG Obet Pagdanganan, who conducted the Charging of District
Executive Committee, Dir. Thad Liamzon, PVP Lance Masters and RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Chairman and Programs Committee Chairman PVP Herminio Hermie Esguerra. Dir. Albert Alday
and PVP Lance Masters were raffle winners in the said event.



INTERCLUB RELATIONS
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Manila Rotarians Attend District 3810
Handover and Induction Ceremonies
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INTERCLUB RELATIONS
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Manila Rotarians Attend District 3810
Handover and Induction Ceremonies
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INTERCLUB RELATIONS
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Dir. Albert Alday Attended the Meeting
of the Rotary Club of Intramuros Manila
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Dir. Albert Alday attended the first meeting of the Rotary Club of Intramuros Manila under Life Changing
President Aries Balanay last July 1, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform. The Rotary Club of Intramuros Manila is a
daughter club of the Rotary Club of Manila.
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Installation
of the 93rd President 

of the Rotary Club of Colombo

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE
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The Rotary Club of Colombo held its Installation of the 93rd President of the Rotary Club of Colombo last
July 2, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were President Chito Zaldarriaga, IPP Bobby Joseph, Dir.
Albert Alday, Dir. Johnny Chotrani, ES Anna Kun Toledo and EA Maricon Bigcas.
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Installation
of the 93rd President 

of the Rotary Club of Colombo

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE
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The Rotary Club of Colombo held its Installation of the 93rd President of the Rotary Club of Colombo last
July 2, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were President Chito Zaldarriaga, IPP Bobby Joseph, Dir.
Albert Alday, Dir. Johnny Chotrani, ES Anna Kun Toledo and EA Maricon Bigcas.
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MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS

STAR Rtn.
Alvin R. Ampil:
Destined to Follow
His Father’s Footsteps
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He is destined for greater things,
including following the path his father
had taken and making his own mark
along the way. After exploring other
opportunities, he finally decided to join
the business his father set up in 1975.
Recently, he entered the Rotary Club of
Manila where his father, the late Renato
“Boy” Ampil, was Past President. 

While he dreamt of becoming a pilot when he was younger and then a lawyer when he grew up, he

also toyed with the idea of becoming a priest! Get to know more about STAR Rtn. Alvin as he shares

his fascinating journey until he reached where he is today. 

STAR Rtn. Alvin R. Ampil now lives a life he fully enjoys, and he couldn’t be more proud and grateful. 

In this interview, he also shares his source of inspiration as well as his interests and hobbies. 

by Rhea Vitto Tabora



Rhea Vitto Tabora (RVT): What was the path you took to get to where you are today?

Alvin R. Ampil (ARA): My first job was as Account Executive in Eagle Express Lines, a freight forwarder.
That was my first experience in the import/export industry. After about two years, I left the company for
greener pastures (literally) in the pesticide and agricultural chemicals industry. I was in Planters Products
where I stayed for the next eleven years. It was around this time that I was again subjected to the pull of
the cargo and transport industry. 

The entrepreneurial bug bit hard, and I tried my hand in trucking/hauling. It was a very, shall we say,
exciting time for me, but it made me exhausted most of the time. I closed it down after a while and
explored other opportunities. 

My father had been asking me for years to join him in his company, but I kept on refusing. A part of me
kept wanting to be independent and have something I could call as really my own. When my latest food
business in San Fernando, Pampanga wasn’t going anywhere, I reluctantly started to seriously consider
joining the family business. It was as if someone up there kept steering me away from other avenues of
income so I can join my brother and father. In RAMP, I was third in line, after my father and brother who
had been there long before me. It didn't matter because I found the job interesting, even if sometimes it’s
maddeningly frustrating.

I was surprised one day when my brother informed my dad that he would be leaving the family business
to start his own. That was when I became second in command. After my dad passed away due to
complications after an accident, I finally was voted in by the family Board of Directors to continue the
customs brokerage business.  

RVT: What types of services does RAMP Brokerage Corporation provide?

ARA: The company provides Import/Export Customs Brokerage Processing, Customs Consultation
Services, International/Domestic Freight Forwarding, Trucking and other allied services.

STAR Rtn. Alvin R. Ampil:
Destined to Follow His Father’s Footsteps

MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS
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Another happy day at work



RVT: What are you most proud of regarding the
company?

ARA: I take pride in the fact that this is practically
the same company started by my father in 1975. We
still provide the same personalized, but speedy,
service. We still give the homey kind of relationship
between us and our clients; many of whom become
very good friends. Before, I kept nagging my father
to expand the business further, but he kept refusing.
Now, I understand why.

RVT: Who or what inspires you?

ARA: Years ago, I realized that if my motivation is to
help others, things run more smoothly. If my goal is
to earn money, things don't turn out right. So, I make
helping others in their businesses and helping others
in their life issues as my motivation, and the income
follows. 

STAR Rtn. Alvin R. Ampil:
Destined to Follow His Father’s Footsteps

MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS
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Another reason (THE reason) why I do this is
to give thanks to the Big Man upstairs. He
has been so good to me all these years,
and it's my way of showing my gratitude.

RVT: If you were not an entrepreneur,
what career would you like to explore?

ARA: When I was young, I wanted to be a
pilot, but my bad eyes prevented me from
pursuing that. I also wanted to be a lawyer,
and I actually started to take pre-law as an
undergraduate. I shifted when I found out
that I would have to read so much
materials most of the time. And more
importantly, understand them. For a short
while, I even toyed with the idea of
becoming a priest, but quickly shot it down.
I had to come to terms that I couldn't be
celibate for long.

RVT: What are your interests and hobbies?

What do you do when you are not at work?

ARA: I am into watches, both expensive and

cheap—Swiss, Japanese, Chinese, and others. In

fact, I already bought tools and a tool kit for

taking them apart. 

I also do freediving, where you dive by simply

holding your breath. I enjoy cooking, which I took

from my paternal grandmother. No week passes

when I do not cook for my family. I love hiking

and camping; and just before the lockdowns

began, I also started taking up barebow archery. 
Some of his watch collection

I take pride in the fact that this is practically the same company
started by my father in 1975. We still provide the same personalized,

but speedy, service. We still give the homey kind of relationship
between us and our clients; many of whom become very good friends. 



STAR Rtn. Alvin R. Ampil:
Destined to Follow His Father’s Footsteps

MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS
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When he is not working, STAR Rtn. Alvin loves to spend time outdoors - freediving, hiking and

camping, among other interests. 

I also do counseling in my spare time, having taken up Cognitive Behavioral Therapy courses. Several of
my friends’ children have taken their lives, and I wanted to do something. I first enrolled in a chat group
of students who were all depressed, both diagnosed and in fact, and I tried to see what I can do. It soon
dawned on me that it was not as simple as offering fatherly or brotherly advice. Their issues were beyond
rebelling and common things I experienced as a teenager before; and I found myself quietly retreating
before I could do more harm than good.

During one of my dives, I was invited to attend a coaching/counseling course to address depression. My
eyes were opened, and I understood more about those who are constantly depressed, or angry, or
hopeless. It also made me understand so much of myself, and how to address my own feelings and
frustrations. Helping them is how I show gratitude for all the blessings I have received in life.   



STAR Rtn. Alvin R. Ampil:
Destined to Follow His Father’s Footsteps
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Left photo: Receiving the Star Rotarian Presidential Citation during the recent Club Awards

Right photo: Receiving the Posthumous Award for Past President Renato “Boy” Ampil

RVT: As a STAR Rotarian, how would you describe your experience with the Club so far?

ARA: Oh, definitely positive and very good! Had I known that Rotary was like this, I would've joined

much sooner! 

RVT: Please share something about yourself that your fellow Rotarians might not readily know.

ARA: I've been driving regularly since 1987. I've had a total of about 15 cars. Since that time, I've never

owned any car in my life; at least on paper. They have all been under the name of my father, my

mother, my sister, or the company I'm working for at the time. Maybe I'll have one named to myself

before I die.  

RVT: How does it feel to be a second-generation Rotarian – your father, Mr. Renato “Boy” Ampil,

being an RCM Past President?

ARA: It’s an odd feeling, really. On one hand, I have the—for lack of a better term—pressure to live up

to my father's many achievements in RCM. It's not easy as I'm a total opposite to him in many ways. On

the other hand, many Rotarians—when they find out who I am—are suddenly warm and friendly. It's like

attending a family reunion, where you feel at home even if it's your first time being there. 



Rotary Tropies
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Church Award
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Here's How Hotels can Serve Guests Better - 
Keep Your Employees Healthy
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IPP Bobby Joseph Receives
Plaque of Outstanding Leadership

COGS IN THE WHEEL
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IPP Bobby Joseph received the Plaque of Outstanding Leadership from President Chito Zaldarriaga
during the Induction and Handover Ceremonies held last July 1, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform.



IPP Bobby Joseph is Guest
at Hall of Famer

Radyo Balintataw

COGS IN THE WHEEL

IPP Bobby Joseph was guest at Hall of Famer Radyo Balintataw, hosted by Cecile
Guidote-Alvarez and co-hosted by IPBLA/PD Amading Valdez last July 4, 2021 on
DZRH 666khz on the AM Radio.
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STAR Rtn. Martin Romualdez
Receives Plaque of Recognition

from Archbishop of Palo Most Rev. John F. Du

COGS IN THE WHEEL
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STAR Rtn. Anton Mauricio Organizes
Community Development and Outreach Program

with JCFAP on Mental Health

COGS IN THE WHEEL
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Last June 29, 2021, STAR Rotarian Anton
Mauricio, in response to the student
community's clamor to address their mental
wellness, organized a Community
Development and Outreach Program with
the Junior Confederation of Finance
Associations - Philippines (JCFAP), the
largest finance student coalition in the
country covering over 200 schools
nationwide. 

In association with the Philippine Mental
Health Association, Inc., Mauricio's Financial
Literacy Partners (FLP) via JCFAP organized
"Solutions for Stronger Aspirations", with
Guest Speaker Dr. Gia Sison (of the CNN
Philippines medical wellness talk show, G-
Talks) fielding questions about mental health
during the pandemic and how to deal with
it.

50 student beneficiaries were given free
pocket WiFi during the virtual Zoom event, to
ease their stress regarding connectivity
problems. 

The Finance Education Center (FEdCenter)
will set up a PEER COUNSELING HOTLINE
ANONYMOUS for students. 

#itsoknottobeok  

For reference:

Financial Literacy Partners:
JCFAP (established 2006)
Chamber of Finance Associations and Professionals (CFAP)
FEdCenter
Finance Educators Association (Fin.Ed)
FEdTalks
JCFAP Alumni Association
Wealth Educators 

Be the Difference. Experience JCFAP.

#JCFAPOUTREACH2021



STAR Rtn. Teddy Kalaw IV
Appointed RCManila Foundation, Inc.

Legal Counsel by Board of Trustees

COGS IN THE WHEEL
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STAR Rtn. Teddy Kalaw IV was appointed as Legal Counsel of the RCManila
Foundation, Inc. in the Special Meeting of the Board of Trustees last July 5, 2021 via
Zoom virtual platform.



FELLOWSHIP

Star Rotarians Hold Fellowship
at the C Lounge of Conrad Manila

49

The STAR Rotarians held a fellowship last July 7, 2021 at the C Lounge of the Conrad Manila
in Pasay City. Present were STAR Rtn. Alvin Ampil, STAR Rtn. John Bautista, Jr., STAR Rtn. Jop
Esquivias, STAR Rtn. Anton Mauricio, STAR Rtn. JB Pallasigue, STAR Rtn. Teddy Tee Jr.,, STAR
Rtn. Brendon Yujuico, STAR Rtn. Inov Talusan, STAR Rtn. Mike Albaña, STAR Rtn. Ralph
Joseph, STAR Rtn. Xavy Zialcita, IPP Bobby Joseph, PP Jackie Rodriguez, Dir. Thad Liamzon,
Dir. Farid Schoucair, PVP Hermie Esguerra, IPD Hans Palacios, Treasurer Jujut Enriquez and
Rtn. Tobi Rast. President Chito Zaldarriaga had a virtual message.

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   July 8, 2021



FELLOWSHIP

Star Rotarians Hold Fellowship
at the C Lounge of Conrad Manila

50Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   July 8, 2021



FELLOWSHIP

Star Rotarians Hold Fellowship
at the C Lounge of Conrad Manila

51Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   July 8, 2021



FELLOWSHIP

Star Rotarians Hold Fellowship
at the C Lounge of Conrad Manila

52Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   July 8, 2021



FELLOWSHIP

Star Rotarians Hold Fellowship
at the C Lounge of Conrad Manila

53Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   July 8, 2021



FELLOWSHIP

Star Rotarians Hold Fellowship
at the C Lounge of Conrad Manila

54Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   July 8, 2021



Meet Rotary's New President

ROTARY INFORMATION
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Source: www.rotary.org
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Meet Rotary's New President



ROTARY INFORMATION

57Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   July 8, 2021

Meet Rotary's New President



Source: www.rotary.org

ROTARY INFORMATION

58Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   July 8, 2021

Meet Rotary's New President



Source: www.rotary.org

ROTARY INFORMATION

59Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   July 8, 2021

Meet Rotary's New President



ROTARY INFORMATION

60Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   July 8, 2021

Meet Rotary's New President



Source: www.rotary.org

ROTARY INFORMATION

61Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   July 8, 2021

Meet Rotary's New President



Source: www.rotary.org

ROTARY INFORMATION

62Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   July 8, 2021

Meet Rotary's New President



Source: www.rotary.org

ROTARY INFORMATION

63Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   July 8, 2021

Meet Rotary's New President



Source: www.rotary.org

ROTARY INFORMATION

64Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   July 8, 2021

Meet Rotary's New President



Source: www.rotary.org

ROTARY INFORMATION

65Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   July 8, 2021

Meet Rotary's New President



Source: www.rotary.org

ROTARY INFORMATION

66Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   July 8, 2021

Meet Rotary's New President



Source: www.rotary.org

ROTARY INFORMATION

67Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   July 8, 2021

Meet Rotary's New President



Source: www.rotary.org

ROTARY INFORMATION

68Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   July 8, 2021

Meet Rotary's New President



Source: www.rotary.org

ROTARY INFORMATION

69Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita   July 8, 2021

Meet Rotary's New President



Source: www.rotary.org

ROTARY INFORMATION

70

Meet Rotary's New President



THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, EXECUTIVE OFFICERS, MEMBERSHIP 

AND STAFF OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA

 

condole with the family of

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Benigno S. Ocampo
July 5, 1923 - July 7, 2021

Father of PP Teddy Ocampo

 

who passed away peacefully in the grace of the Lord at the age of 98. 

 

Let us all pray for the eternal repose of his soul.

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE
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Benigno S. Ocampo,
Father of PP Teddy Ocampo,

Passes Away



OTHER MATTERS

Manila Rotarians
Attend First Friday Mass

for the Month of July
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Rotary Ann Nene Bartolome, President Chito Zaldarriaga, PD Nick Locsin, PD Beda Fajardo, PD
Art and Rotary Ann Letty Lopez, IPD Celso Abastillas, Rtn. Jed Dayang, IPD Hans Palacios, PDG
Rudy Bediones, AS Henry Go and ES Anna Kun Toledo.

Manila Rotarians attended the First Friday Mass  
for the month of July last July 2, 2021 via Zoom 
 virtual platform. Present were Dir. Albert Alday,
PP Boy and Rotary Ann Monette Guevara, PP
Frank Evaristo, PT Chito Tagaysay, PP Archit and 



OTHER MATTERS
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MY REFLECTIONS ON "THE PUNISHER." “Peace has to be created, in order to be maintained. It will never
be achieved by passivity and quietism.” — Dorothy Thompson 

In three weeks, President Duterte will deliver his sixth and final State of the Nation Address as his
administration battles a pandemic and strives to complete an unfinished task to end drugs and
corruption in the country. Five years ago, Duterte won the presidency campaigning on a promise to fight
corruption, crime and illegal drugs; today, he continues to campaign on his accomplishments, centering
on the key three pillars of his legacy: peace and order, infrastructure and development, and poverty
alleviation. 

Undoubtedly, among all the Chief Executives our country has ever had, President Duterte was probably
the most unorthodox, both in his rise to power and in the “method of his madness.” He suffers from none
of the charges that dog most Philippine politicians: that he is beholden to vested interests, obsessed with
retaining power, or bent on accumulating its spoils. His solutions to what ail Filipino society today are
downright simple and straightforward: drugs, poverty, corruption. Part of the fascination of his
personality is that he also has an incongruously soft and liberal streak. Though heretical, his ways
continue to enjoy overwhelming public support. And because he has the ability to demean both himself
and the people he hates — often punctuated by expletive-ridden talk — his five years of controversies
that may have felled any other political career, this president is now on track to becoming the country’s
most popular post-Marcos leader. And, is likely to defy the lame-duck fate of most Philippine
commanders-in-chief, a huge asset for his last year in power.

I have had the incredible opportunity of seeing this first-hand when he accepted our invitation to speak
with a large group of young Filipino-Chinese Entrepreneurs of the Anvil Business Club — an organization I
headed as president — a few years back. Attended by nearly two hundred of curious businessmen who
wanted to see him up-close-and-personal, the President shared his colorful life story and titillated not a
few young lady members of the audience.

Uncharacteristically draped in a suit and tie, the feisty – yet surprisingly soft-spoken – former Davao City
hizzoner was certainly in his element, as he enlightened his audience with a short but engaging history
lesson about Mindanao, beginning with Ferdinand Magellan's arrival in the islands in 1521, all the way to
his “war on drugs.” While his forty-five-minute talk was peppered with... er... colorful expletives, there
was no denying that President Duterte's straightforward honesty made him too much of a verbal
gunslinger that his "quotable" statements carried with them the firepower of a full-fledged army – which
actually endeared him more with the audience.

This contentious “Sentinel Against Crime” has sufficiently shed light on a number of pressing issues which
— until recently — have lingered long in the minds of many in our audience. He adroitly answered even the
most disputed of questions with such straightforward candor, and elucidated them with such clarity that
they silenced even the most incorrigible skeptic. He minced no words about his disdain for drug dealers
and other  criminal elements  ("If I catch you dealing with drugs,  you will never  leave the country 

OTHER MATTERS

 Straight from
the Horse's Mouth

By Club Secretary Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu

Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022
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alive by daybreak..."); his Zero Corruption drive ("Any attempt to bribe our officials or employees by
businessmen will have their applications and permits thrown to the waste basket..."); and his thoughts on
the flawed penal system ("I will look for a dilapidated ship which could be left afloat in the middle of the
ocean and keep these hardened criminals there...").

No doubt, our browbeating guest speaker — whom Time Magazine has appropriately nicknamed “The
Punisher” for his unconventional policing tactics — ennobled the Club's Business Exchange Forum that
evening, not only with his venerable presence; but also, with his far-reaching vision for the country and
the extraordinary lengths he will go to make it happen. And judging by the almost endless stream of
admirers lining up for a "selfie" with him that evening (now, that's a FIRST!), it became clearly apparent
that he had his audience at "hello."

Even with one year left to go before he steps down as President, many still pin their hopes on him to
address the most pressing problems faced by the common people; many still see him as the embodiment
of the strong leadership and change they want. In the minds of his countless supporters, a benevolent
dictatorship personified by Duterte is justified for as long as ordinary citizens as well as businessmen feel
safer across the entire length and breadth of this archipelago of 7,107 islands.

OTHER MATTERS
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To be sure, he has gloriously presented
himself as the antithesis of most Filipino
politicians to believers and non-believers
alike. He spread his gospel of radical
change through every unorthodox means
at his disposal: a message of contempt
for the rituals that have become integral
to the Office of the President. He often
expressed his preference on authenticity
over substance, sincere gaucheness over
political correctness and sheer
expediency over the normative routines of
due process. 

Perhaps, this is why Rodrigo Roa Duterte,
despite his innumerable faults and faux
pas, make him a much-beloved anti-
establishment leader whom people
affectionately call “The Punisher.”
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