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Many extraordinary accomplishments of ordinary non-supervisory blue

and white collar workers are often taken for granted. Hence, Asia’s First

Rotary Club deemed it fit to honor the backbones of the Philippine
economy in its legacy project that has brought the club to its finest hour.

The tradition continues as Vocational Service is at its best.
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Invocation 

Philippine National Anthem 

The Rotarian Pledge

The Four (4) Way Test 

Zoom Weekly Membership Luncheon Meeting

Rotary Year 2020-2021

Thursday, May 27, 2021, 12:30 PM

11:30 AM                   Registration and Zoom In 

PP Teddy Ocampo

12:25 PM  Presentation of Meeting Protocol/
Zoom Meeting House Rules

12:30 PM                   Call to Order Pres. Bobby Joseph

STAR Rtn. L.A. Sevilla

Acknowledgment of Visiting Rotarians and Guests

03

Welcome Song AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

Part I

Program Moderator/Facilitator/ChikaTalk

balita   May 27, 2021

Pandemic-Inspired AVP 

Rtn. Emyl Eugenio

STAR Rtn. Xavy Zialcita

PP Teddy Ocampo

President’s Time Pres. Bobby Joseph

The Twenty-Ninth (29th) TOWER Awards

Introduction of Guest of Honor and Speaker Atty. Ana C. Dione, CESO III
Undersecretary
Department of Labor and Employment

Part II

1:00 PM                  

Secretary SILVESTRE H. BELLO, III
Department of Labor and Employment

Republic of the Philippines
Guest of Honor and Speaker

Address:
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Presentation of Certificates of Recognition Pres. Bobby Joseph
PP Susing Pineda                                                      
IPVP Hermie Esguerra                                              
DE/Dir. Farid Schoucair

TOWER Awards Backgrounder Pres. Bobby Joseph

Introduction of TOWER Awards Chairman PP Teddy Ocampo

Message of TOWER Awards 2021 Chairman PP Susing Pineda

Message of PMAP President Pres. Angelina M. Mukhi, FPM

Acknowledgment of Partners PP Teddy Ocampo

PP Teddy OcampoIntroduction of PMAP Executive Director

Introduction of TOWER Awards Committee, 
Assessors and Board of Judges

ED Rene Gener, DPM
     PMAP

Awarding Ceremonies AVP of Company
Message of the CEO
Acceptance Message of the Honoree

Name    Person to deliver CEO Message  

Ms. Lyka A. Castillo 
Position: General Process Operator  
Company: Nestle Philippines, Inc.   
Industry: Food Manufacturing
Title of Project: Reduction of CIP (Cleaning in Place) Time for Wet Process to Increase Productivity; and
                         Improve Competency of Key Operators to Increase Line Efficiency

Mr. Steven Du Plessis
Technical Director
Nestle Philippines, Inc.

1.

Mr. Nell D. Pagkalinawan 
Position: Principal Cloud Application Consultant  
Company: Open Text (Philippines), Inc.   
Industry: Information Technology/E-Commerce
              - Software Development
Title of Project: CVAS (Checklist Verification Automation System)

Mr. Rene D. Morta
Vice President for Cloud Services
Open Text (Philippines), Inc.

2.

Zoom Weekly Membership Luncheon Meeting

Rotary Year 2020-2021

Thursday, May 27, 2021, 12:30 PM

PROGRAM TIMETABLE



Meeting Adjournment
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Pres. Bobby Joseph2:30 PM                  

Name    Person to deliver CEO Message  

balita   May 27, 2021

Mr. Danilo M. Nazareno 
Position: Jetty Operator  
Company: Philippine Coastal Storage and 
                 Pipeline Corporation   
Industry: Oil and Gas Terminal
Title of Project: Jumper Line as Fuel Pipeline Interconnection

Mr. Davil Attewill
CEO
Philippine Coastal Storage and Pipeline
      Corporation

3.

Mr. Marven M. Rosario 
Position: Engineer - Electrical Maintenance  
Company: Energy Development Corporation   
Industry: Power Generation
Title of Project: Solution to False Overspeed Tripping of OECs by 
                          Clipping the Voltage of the 24 VDC Battery Charger 

Mr. Richard B. Tantoco
President
Energy Development Corporation

4.

Mr. Mark Dennis D. Josol 
Position: Specialist 3  
Company: Ibiden Philippines, Inc.   
Industry: Manufacturing
Title of Project: Online Trend Chart, DEHNS (Detection of Employees’ Health for New Normal System),
                          SPMS (Spare Parts Management System)

Mr. Kosei Koba
President and CEO
Ibiden Philippines, Inc.

5.

Mr. Moises I. Bandong 
Position: Group Leader  
Company: JTEKT Philippines Corporation   
Industry: Manufacturing
Title of Project: Modification of Crank Bearing at Superfinishing Machine 

Mr. Junya Narumi
President and Plant Manager
JTEKT Philippines Corporation

6.

Closing Remarks IPVP Hermie Esguerra
Chairman, RCManila Foundation, Inc. 
Co-Chairman, TOWER Awards 2021

Zoom Weekly Membership Luncheon Meeting

Rotary Year 2020-2021

Thursday, May 27, 2021, 12:30 PM

PROGRAM TIMETABLE



TOWER AWARDS HISTORICAL FACTS
 

The “TOWER Awards”:

A Salute to All Useful Occupations and the Dignity of Fruitful Labor
 

The TOWER Awards, the country’s top awards for skilled workers, was first launched
jointly by the Rotary Club of Manila, the Ministry of Labor, now, the Department of Labor
and Employment and the Trade Union Congress of the Philippines during the presidency
of PDG Teofilo “Fil” Reyes in RY 1975-1976 with then Club Secretary Alberto “Bert”
Romulo, the “Diamond Year” President as Project Chairman.

The presentation of the TOWER Awards was one of the highlights of the annual “LABOR
DAY” observance with then President Ferdinand E. Marcos and First Lady Imelda
Romualdez-Marcos.

A big boost to the TOWER Awards was the Rotary Club of Manila’s successful
sponsorship of Presidential Proclamation No. 1728 issued during the Presidency of Fr.
Frank G. Reyes in RY 1977-1978. The proclamation declared the period from April 24 to
30, 1978 and every year thereafter as “EMPLOYER-EMPLOYEE WEEK” in the Philippines.

The TOWER Awardees, all lowly workers, but each excelling and outstanding in his or her
own respective jobs, were presented to the public at the Labor Day Luncheon of the
club last April 28, 1978 with Labor Secretary and Rotarian Blas Ople as Guest of Honor
and Speaker. The awardees received a Cash Award of P1,000 per awardee. Cash prizes
have, since then, increased throughout the years and there were certain years where
their Nominators were given honoraria.

TOWER Awards Trophies were presented to the respective awardees last May 1, 1978,
Labor Day, at the Philippine International Convention Center (PICC) by First Lady and
Metro Manila Governor Imelda Romualdez-Marcos. President Ferdinand E. Marcos was
the principal Guest of Honor and Speaker.
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE TOWER AWARDS

TOWER IN A NUTSHELL

The TOWER (The Outstanding Workers of the Republic) Awards was founded in 1975 by
the Rotary Club of Manila as an annual search for outstanding “blue collar” workers of
the country. Subsequently, it included in its coverage “white collar” (non-supervisory)
workers.  It aims to recognize the contributions to economic development of the legions
of skilled workers who constitute the backbone of our country’s manpower capacity. The
awards program transcended the confines of a Club’s concern because of its
nationwide reach and significance in uplifting the Filipino workers’ morale and social
status leading to greater prestige at the workplace – to the entrepreneur / employer and
the colleagues, to the family and the community while enhancing individual career
opportunities and promoting industrial peace.

The nationwide project was suspended for several years, but was revived in response to
the call to revitalize excellence and productivity at the workplace and energize
collective skills of our workers for global competition.  

Most recently, the borderless competition for labor effectiveness and efficiency with the
dawn of globalization and the surge in information technology changed the work
paradigm, the way we work and how companies operate.   It gave rise to the decline in
the industrial “blue collar” labor force which resulted in the rapid rise in the number of
workers in the informal sectors as well as of white collar workers.  The latter group
“mushroomed” and dominated the information technology, telecommunications, banking,
insurance, professional services, and even the manufacturing sectors.  

To date, a total of more than two hundred (200) TOWER awardees have been
recognized.

Through the years since its revival, the Rotary Club of Manila, together with the
Metrobank Foundation, Inc., as well as the other cooperators and supporters, have
worked together in recognizing work excellence, productivity and innovation that can
spell the difference towards decent work and harmony at the workplace thereby
preserving jobs and enhancing employment opportunities. Institutions and organizations
like the Department of Labor and Employment, the Hotel and Restaurant Association of
the Philippines (HRAP), the SOFITEL Philippine Plaza Manila Hotel, the Chinese Business
Club, Inc., the Technological University of the Philippines, the Pamantasan Ng Lungsod
Ng Maynila, the Central Colleges of the Philippines, the System Technology Inc. (STI) and
other state colleges and universities in Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao, have supported
and have continued to support the project. In like manner, the Presidential
Communications Operations Office (PCOO) has supported and has continued to
support the project.



TOWER IN A NUTSHELL

In RY 2018-2019, during the observance and celebration of the 100 Years of the Rotary
Club of Manila and the Rotary Movement in Asia, the club leadership and its members,
deemed it fitting and imperative to stage a Centennial Edition of the TOWER Awards. 

With the all-out support of the Rotary Club of Manila’s main partners at that time, People
Management Association of the Philippines and Petron, which provided technical
expertise and financial assistance, respectively, Rotary Club of Manila’s TOWER Awards
Committee headed then by PP Benny Laguesma conducted information dissemination
and nationwide search to encourage participation and nominations from all over the
country. 

To ensure the successful staging of the TOWER Awards, the Rotary Club of Manila has
concluded Memoranda of Agreement with the People Management Association of the
Philippines (PMAP), Petron Foundation Inc., the Department of Labor and Employment
(DOLE) and the New World Makati Hotel during that centennial Rotary year.

After a one year hiatus at the height of the global pandemic where many industries have
been pivoting, the search has resumed this RY 2020-2021 under Chairman Past
President Jesus “Susing” M. Pineda, Jr. (President, RCManila Foundation, Inc.) and Co-
Chairman Herminio “Hermie” S. Esguerra (Chairman, RCManila Foundation, Inc.) with the
RCManila Foundation, Inc., the People Management Association of the Philippines, the
Department of Labor and Employment and the Philippine Amusement and Gaming
Corporation (PAGCOR) as its partners.

As the nation navigates the new normal in the wake of the global pandemic, it is, but,
fitting that the heroic works of the unsung heroes of the workplace, who have displayed
the kind of resilience that has made many industries survive the challenges to the
Philippine economy, be brought to fore in this legacy project that has defined the finest
hours of Asia’s First Rotary Club.
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE TOWER AWARDS



TOWER AWARDS THROUGH THE YEARS

RY 1975-1976 TO RY 2018-2019

RY 1975-1976

Rolando M. Requiel, Machinist, SMC Polo Brewery
Mariano C. Mira, Textile Worker, Utex-Marikina
Severino M. De Guzman, Construction Worker, A.M. Oreta and Co., Inc.
Jesus Tangoan, Foundry Worker, Atlas Consolidated in Toledo, Cebu
Rafael M. Saldua, Welder, Procter & Gamble PMC
Yusof Alfad, Fisherman, Badjao Fisherman ‘s Association, Jolo, Sulu
Honorato R. Cruz, Electrician, Cavite Naval Shipyard
Santiago L. Badongen, Miner, Benguet Consolidated, Bontoc
Roberto L. Sta. Ana, Mechanic, Northern Motors, Inc.
Ruperto Malabola, Shoemaker, Carigara, Leyte

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.

RY 1976-1977

Jesus V. Bauca, Transport Worker, Driver, J.D. Transit Company
Leon E. Cahatol, Handicraft Worker, Palayan Lamps on A. Mabini, Ermita, Manila
Monico S. Claro, Wood Worker, Cabinet Worker, Radiowealth, Inc.
Rebecca V. Garrido, Garment Worker, Sewer, Levi Strauss Philippines, Inc.
Felix M. Lacandalo, Agriculture Worker, Farmer, Zamboanga
Felipe C. Laygen, Seafarer, C.F. Sharp and Company, Inc.
Antonio Macatangay, Hotel Worker, Bellboy, Manila Hilton
Nimfa O. Olaguer, Social Worker, DSSD-Leper Colony, Culion, Palawan
Julito Pabalan Decena, Construction Worker, General Foreman, Construction & Dev’t. Corp. 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

       of the Philippines 
  10. Jovito V. Valenzuela, Communications & Electronics, Worker, Philippine Long Distance 
      Telephone Company

SPECIAL AWARDEES

Rosario G. Fundo, Supervisor, 800 Handicraft Workers, T’Bolls of Lake Sebu, South Cotabato
Veronica Langgong Trolan, Paramedic, T’Bolis of Lake Sebu, South Cotabato

1.
2.

RY 1977-1978

Roger B. Balla, Carpenter, Richfield Hemp Industries Corp., Sto. Domingo, Albay
Anastacio S. Barong, Welder, Cebu Shipyard & Engineering Works, Inc., Lapu-Lapu City,
Cebu
Filemon F. Carpio, Agriculture Worker, Calauan, Laguna
Martina S. Fikan, Auxilliary Health Worker, Santa Cruz Mission, Lake Sebu, Surallah, South
Cotabato
Ricardo A. Mundin, Overseas Construction Worker, Kuwait Project of Atlantic, Gulf & Pacific
Company of Manila, Inc.
Jose S. Necessario, Electrician, Atlas Fertilizer Corp., Sangi Beach, Toledo City
Perfecto S. Pilapil, Jr., Swine Raiser/Breeder, Capoocan, Leyte
Edgardo B. Ramirez, Bottle Technician, San Miguel Corporation
Lucas A. Taruc, Fisherman, Plaridel Misamis Occidental
Magno F. Veri, Mechanic, Winthrop-Stearns, Inc., Mandaluyong, Metro Manila

1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
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TOWER AWARDS THROUGH THE YEARS

RY 1978-1979

Angelina R. Malana, Agri-Business, Laborer, E.B. Cruz Sugar Plantation, Tuguegarao, Cagayan 
Eriberto D. Caancan, Automotive, Body Trimmer, Delta Motors Corporation, Paranaque, Metro
Manila
Emma R. Baarde, Community Health Service, Welfare Aide, Ministry of Social Service &
Development
Honorato M. Torre-Campo, Construction, Welder-1st Class, Engineering Equipment, Inc.
Mandaluyong, Metro Manila
Bernardo B. Bermudez, Electronics, Crew Chief/Electrician, Philippine Appliance Corp.,
Parañaque, Metro Manila
Eliezer P. Recente, Food Manufacturing, Power Plant Operator/Bottling Mechanic, Coca-
Cola Plant, Cagayan de Oro City
Endeng Jamhali, Handicraft, Expert Weaver, Yakan Evacue, Weaving Center, Zamboanga City
Epifanio C. Madronio, Metal Processing & Forming, Pattern Maker-1st Class, Engineering
Equipment, Inc. Mandaluyong City, Metro Manila
Cielito L. Pascual, Petroleum & Coal Products, Equipment Technician, Pilipinas Shell
Petroleum Corporation, Tabangao, Batangas City
Paulino C. Corpuz, Publishing and Printing, Offset Machine Operator, Social Communications
Center, Inc., Sta. Mesa, Manila

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
8.

9.

10.

RY 1979-1980

Ricardo P. Tungol, Automotive Worker, Mechanic, HQ 433 MVS, 5th Fighter Wing, Philippine
Air Force, Basa Air Base, Pampanga
Inocencio A. Pineda, Communications Worker, Telecommunications, Globe Mackay Cable &
Radio Corporation, U.N. Avenue, Manila
Eugenio V. Carino, Construction Worker, Philippine Rock Products, Inc., Mandaluyong City
Benjamin C. Elloso, Electronics Worker, Electrician, Meralco, Pasig, Metro Manila
Franciso F. de Jesus, Food Manufacturing Worker, Insular Sugar Refining Corporation, Hulo,
Mandaluyong, Metro Manila
Sylvano G. Bantol, Hotel and Restaurant Worker, Gie Gardens Hotel, Tagbilaran City, Bohol
Nathaniel T. Olado, Metal Processing & Forming Worker, Maria Cristina Chemical Industries,
Inc., Iligan City, Lanao del Norte
Juanito R. Gravidez, Mining Worker, Philex Mining Corporation, Padcal, Tuba, Benguet, Baguio
Santos M. Escaño, Petroleum, Coal and Chemical Products Worker, Pilipinas Shell Petroleum
Corporation, Tabangao, Batangas
Rosenda R. Pingal, Social, Medical & Special Services Worker, Skylark 4-H Advisory Council,
Capoocan, Leyte

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

8.
9.

10.

SPECIAL POSTHUMOUS AWARD

Aurora A. Ferrer, Metro Manila
Aide Street Sweeper, Metro Manila Commission
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TOWER AWARDS THROUGH THE YEARS

RY 1981-1982

Danilo G. Lardizabal, Agri-business, Foremost Farms, Inc., Teresa Rizal
Jaime C. Roca, Communications, Globe Mackay Cable & Radio Corporation, Kawit, Cavite
Luzviminda O. Macaspac, Construction, Meralco Industrial Engineering Services Corporation,
Mariveles, Bataan
Carlos Dayson, Electronics/Electrical, Goodwill Industries of the Philippines, Inc., Grace Park,
Caloocan
Ely M. Aguila, Food Manufacturing, San Miguel Corporation – Magnolia Dairy Products,
Montalban, Rizal
Elizabeth C. Bedrijo, Handicraft, Self-employed, Koronadal, South Cotabato
Restituto L. Java, Metal Processing & Forming, Atlantic, Gulf and Pacific Company of Manila,
Inc./Honiron Division, Pasig, Metro Manila
Rodolfo K. Aguid, Mining and Field Exploration, Sangilo, Itogon, Benguet Itogon Suyoc Mines,
Inc.
Teresita D. Garcia, Publishing & Printing, Social Communications Center, Inc., Sampaloc,
Manila
Rafael D. David, Rubber Products, Rubberworld Philippines, Inc., Sampaloc, Manila
Benigno B. Elcano, Textile and Garments Universal Textile Mills, Inc., Marikina, Metro Manila
Omar S. Ali, Transportation, Philippine Aerospace Development Corporation, San Juan, Metro
Manila

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

6.
7.

8.

9.

10.
11.

12.

RY 1982-1983 

Cerilo P. Zamayla, Agri-business, Leadman – Welding Section, Philippine Packing Corporation,
Phillips, Bukidnon
Fernando V. Biag, Automotive, Mechanical/Electrical Repairman, Canlubang Automotive
Resources Corporation, Cainta, Rizal
Rogelio S. Kabigting, Construction, Suffing Crane Operator, Philippine Dockyard Corporation,
EPZA, Mariveles, Bataan 
Cesar D. Custodio, Food Manufacturing, Mechanic A, Magnolia Division, San Miguel
Corporation, Aurora Boulevard, Quezon City
Jesus N. Isip, Leather & Leather Products, Nursery Farm Aide, Bureau of Animal Industry, San
Juan, Macabebe, Pampanga
Virgilio D. Legaspi, Metal Processing & Forming, Metal Craftsman, Republic Glass
Corporation, Pinagbuhatan, Pasig, Metro Manila
Nicolas V. Manloloyo, Mining & Field Exploration, Shovel Operator, Atlas Consolidated Mining
& Development Corporation, Bo. Don Andres Soriano, Toledo City, Cebu
Federico A. Carasco, Petroleum, Coal & Chemical Products, Stationary Equipment
Technician, Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corporation, Tabangao, Batangas
Felix S. Orden, Rubber Products, Rubber Mixing Machine Operator, Rubberworld Philippines,
Inc., Novaliches, Quezon City
Roberto G. Tiburcio, Textile & Garments, Ring/Cone Winding Mechanic, Universal Textile Mills,
Inc., Baranca, Marikina, Metro Manila
Reynaldo C. Tibayan, Construction, Master Carpenter, G. Puyat & Sons, Inc., Barrio Ugong,
Pasig

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.
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TOWER AWARDS THROUGH THE YEARS

RY 1983-1984

Bernardino Adornado, Agriculture, Fishery & Forestry, Field Assistant, International Rice
Research Institute
Luis Oana, Construction, Tools Mechanic 1, Engineering Equipment, Inc.
Jaime Tanamor, Manufacturing & Trading (Automotive), Tool and Die Maker, Canlubang
Automotive Resources Corporation
Marcelino Cabagbag, Manufacturing & Trading (Electrical/Electronics), Equipment
Engineering Technician, Texas Instruments
Ludovico Pineda, Manufacturing & Trading (Metal Processing and Forming), Welder Leadman,
Armco Marsteel Alloy Corporation
Norberto Pascual, Manufacturing & Trading (Non-metallic), Casting Machine Operator,
Republic Glass
Luis Gutierrez, Manufacturing & Trading (Petroleum/Coal/Chemical Products), Operator A,
Caltex Philippines
Getulio Buena, Manufacturing & Trading (Textiles & Garments), Combing, Drawing, Roving
Maintenance Technician, General Textiles
Romulo Surat, Mining and Quarrying, Miner, Philex Mines
Ponciano Eugenio, Power & Energy, Lineman I/C, Manila Electric Company
Rufino Omadio, Transportation & Storage, Aircraft Technician III, Philippine Aerospace
Development
Melchor Montemayor, Electrical Services, Electrician A, Magnolia Dairy Products

1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.
10.
11.

12.

RY 1984-1985 

Gregorio F. Rosanes, Agriculture, Fishery & Forestry, Breeding Technician, San Miguel
Corporation
Manuel C. Ano, Community & Social Services, Municipal Staff Assistant, Ministry of Human
Settlements, Bontoc, Mountain Province.
Angelito A. Cruz, Construction, Machinist, Philippine Rock Products, Inc.
Leonardo G. Gumasing, Manufacturing & Trading – Electrical/Electronics, Science Research
Assistant II, Philippine Atomic Energy Committee
Zoilo J. Borcillo, Manufacturing & Trading – Food, Beverage & Tobacco, Preventive
Maintenance Inspector-Electrical, Philippine Packing Corporation, Bugo, Cagayan de Oro
Wilfredo V. Diana, Manufacturing & Trading – Metal Processing & Forming, Chief Line
Mechanic, Mindanao Steel Corporation, Lugait, Misamis Oriental
Mario D. de Acosta, Manufacturing & Trading – Non-metallic Minerals, General Maintenance
Man-Welder, Sanitary Wares Manufacturing Corporation, Muntinlupa, Metro Manila
Crisanta A. Cunanan, Manufacturing & Trading – Rubber & Plastic, Sewer, Rubberworld
Philippines, Novaliches, Quezon City
Simeon A. Abiva, Manufacturing & Trading – Textile & Garments, Maintenance Fixer, Solid
Mills, Inc., Sucat, Muntinlupa
Chongareb B. Tecag, Mining & Quarrying, Lead Miner, Benguet Corporation
Roman G. Tamayo, Power & Energy, First Class Lineman, Manila Electric Company

1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.
11.
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TOWER AWARDS THROUGH THE YEARS

RY 1985-1986

Rosendo A. Glorioso, Agriculture, Fishery & Forestry, Hatcheryman, San Miguel Corporation
Val G. dela Cruz, Communication, Electronic Technician, Globe Mackay Cable & Radio
Corporation
Alberto V. Ignacio, Community & Social Services, Volunteer Youth Leader, Leyte Anakbukid
Club
Buenaventura A. Borruel, Construction, Pipefitter/Leadman, A.G. & P Company, Manila
Mario C. Francisco, Manufacturing & Trading, Machinist/Leadman, Asian Transmission
Corporation
Francisco G. Jubelag, Jr., Electrical/Electronics, Electronics Technician, TMX Philippines
Enrique L. Sumogba, Food, Beverage & Tobacco Machinist, Southern Islands Oil Mills
Corporation
Hipolito G. Godinez, Paint, Lead Tinter/Thindownman, Dutch Boy Philippines, Inc.
Clara B. Morandarte, Rubber & Plastic, Sewer, Rubberworld Philippines, Inc.
Guido E. Elago, Mining & Quarrying, Mechanic, Benguet Corporation
Lucino C. Mijares III, Power and Energy, Meter Reader, Meralco
Roderico R. Ogapong, Transportation and Storage, Aircraft Technician, Philippine Aerospace
Development Corporation

1.
2.

3.

4.
5.

6.
7.

8.
9.

10.
11.

12.

RY 1995-1996 

Celso P. Liclican, Air Transportation, Pacific Airways Corporation
Vianney N. Baskinas, Metal Processing & Forming Moog Controls Corporation
Nilo C. Amos, Glass Container Manufacturing, San Miguel Yanamura Asia Corporation
Maximo Q. Gueco, Beverages, Softdrinks & Carbonated Water, Coca-Cola Bottlers
Philippines, Inc.
Wilfredo R. Pelayre, Non-metallic Minerals, Philippine Phospate Fertilizer Corporation
Alberto T. de Leon, Drugs, Pharmaceutical & Health Products, Johnson & Johnson (Phils.) Inc.
Isidro G. Buenconsejo, Rubber and Plastics, Uratex Philippines, Inc.
Josefino G. Calderon, Powdered, Condensed & Evaporated Milk, Nestle Philippines, Inc.
Aureliano R. Rosales, Electrical/Electronics, TMX Philippines, Inc.
Joey M. Cristobal, Paper and Paper Products, Kimberley-Clark Philippines

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.

RY 1996-1997 

Jose J. Badua, Non-metallic Minerals, Preventive Maintenance Inspector-Mechanical, Davao
Union Cement Corporation
Eulogio O. Caparas, Automotive, Plant Equipment Technician, Mitsubishi Motors Philippines
Corporation
Mamerto L. Castro, Sugar Manufacturing, Mechanic 1, Central Asucarera Don Pedro
Armando A. Dormentes, Food & Beverage, General Mechanic, Del Monte Philippines, Inc.
Amormio C. Feria, Automotive, Freshman 2 Welder 3, Toyota Motor Philippines Corporation
Celso D. Jaculba, Non-metallic Minerals, Furnace & Batch Plant Mechanic, San Miguel
Packaging Corporation
Dionisio D. Las Pinas, Food & Beverages, Staff Engineer, San Miguel Corporation
Catalino I. Monje, Pulp & Paper Products, Design Draftsman, Kimberley Clark Philippines
Nelson M. Serrano, Petroleum, Coal and Chemical Products, Welder/Fabricator, United
Coconut Chemicals, Inc.
Rogelio L. Tercenio, Power Generation & Distribution, Lineman 1/C, VI, Manila Electric
Company

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

7.
8.
9.

10.
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TOWER AWARDS THROUGH THE YEARS

RY 1997-1998

Nestorio V. Boco, Agriculture and Fishery, Medicator, Goodwill Agro-Industrial Development
Corporation, Batangas
Noel V. Florante, Manufacturing & Distribution-Machineries & Equipment, Mould Setter,
Matsushita Electric Philippine Corporation, Taytay Rizal
Benjamin P. Hijastro, Government, Community & Social Services, Water Resources Facilities
Operator A, Pump Operator, Pagadian City Water District
Modesto M. Malijan, Manufacturing & Distribution-Paper and Paper Products, Quality Auditor,
Kimberley Clark Philippines
Guillermo A. Judaval, Manufacturing & Distribution-Food, Beverages & Tobacco, Mechanical
Technician (NS*4), San Miguel Corporation
Franklin P. Manalastas, Non-metallic Minerals, Glass Forming Technician, San Miguel Packaging
Products-Manila Glass Plant
Jonathan M. Palma, Manufacturing & Distribution – Non-metallic Minerals, Electrical &
Instrumentation Technician (Mechanic B), Philippine Phosphate Fertilizer Corporation
Sulpicio C. Ramos, Manufacturing & Distribution-Printing, Currency Operations Officer III,
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
Luvimi C. Sagario, Power Generation & Distribution, Line Foreman, National Power Corporation
Rizal V. Valeros, Automotive, Electrical Technician/Group Leader, Mitsubishi Motor Philippines
Corporation

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.
10.

RY 1998-1999 

Noel C. Bayan, Manufacturing and Distribution-Pulp and Paper Products Category, De-inking
Plant Field Operator, Trust International Paper Corporation
Benedicto J. Cordero, Manufacturing and Distribution-Food Processing Category, Line
Mechanic, Kraft Foods (Philippines), Inc.
Florentino E. Divina, Government, Community & Social Services – Minting Category, Senior
Currency Operations Officer, Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
Richard G. Gaspasin, Manufacturing and Distribution – Automotive Category, Freshman 2
Level 3 Spot Welder, Toyota Motors Philippines Corporation
Teodoro C. Ildefonso, Manufacturing and Distribution – Technician Leve #3 (T3), Star Motors
Manufacturing Industries, Inc.
Wolfredo M. Macasaet, Government, Community & Social Services, Basic Services, Territory
Controller, Manila Water Company
Carlos M. Roxas, Manufacturing and Distribution – Food Processing Category, Senior
Production Man, Nestle Philippines, Inc.
Severino L. Somera, Basic Industry – Mining and Quarrying Category, Mine Capataz, Lepanto
Consolidated Mining Company
Cesar M. Sison, RED BULL KABIG-LAKAS AWARDEE ’99, Transportation Category, Bus Driver,
Victory Liner, Inc.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

RY 1999-2000 

Hermes O. Belaro, Manufacturing – Non Metallic Minerals Category, Mechanic A (Millwright),
Philippine Phosphate Fertilizer Corporation
Feliza B. Belinan, Small-scale Industries Category, Weaver III, Narda’s Handwoven Arts and
Crafts
Dionisio C. Estepa, Sr., Basic Industries – Mining & Quarrying Category, Mechanic I, Philex
Mining Corporation
Meliton E. Obrero, Manufacturing – Automotive Category, Sprayman A, Mitsubishi Motors
Philippines Corporation
Francisco T. Orig, Manufacturing – Food Processing Category, Process Mechanic I, Nestle
Philippines, Inc.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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TOWER AWARDS THROUGH THE YEARS

RY 2000-2001

Miguel P. Rosas, Manufacturing – Automotive Category, Star Motors Manufacturing
Gregorio A. Pulla, Manufacturing – Textile and Garment Category, Coats Manila Bay Inc.
Ranulfo V. Alfornon, Manufacturing – Non Metallic Materials Category, Philippine Phosphate
Fertilizer Corporation
Leopoldo G. Salcedo, Government Service Category, Department of Agriculture
Roel D. Pagulayan, Basic Industries Petroleum Coal and Chemicals Category, Pilipinas Shell
Jerrybel A. Serquina, Services-Water Distribution Category, Manila Water Company
Eliezer T. Tupaz, Manufacturing – Food and Beverage Category, Coca-Cola Bottlers
Philippines

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.

RY 2001-2002 

Cirilo A. Amoy, Manufacturing – Food & Beverage Category, Overhauling Mechanic, Del
Monte Philippines, Inc.
Job B. Arnoco, Government – Water District Category, Water Resource Facilities Operator A
(Pump Operator), Pagadian Water District
Ramil C. Delute, Manufacturing – Automotive, Freshman 1 level 3, Toyota Philippines
Corporation
Loreto V. Flor, Manufacturing – Metal Forming Processing & Farming Category, Lithographer,
San Miguel Corporation, Metal Closure & Lithography Plant
Dante P. Lacsina, Basic Industries – Power Generation Category, O/M Technician B, National
Power Corporation
Aguinaldo S. Maghuyop, Manufacturing – Food and Beverage Category, Maintenance, San
Miguel Corporation, Davao Brewery
Manuel G. Mayor, Manufacturing – Automotive, Industrial Electrician, Mitsubishi Motors
Philippines Corporation
Warlito D. Tampos, Manufacturing – Non Metallic Minerals, Mechanic D – Journeyman I,
Philippine Phosphate Fertilizer Corporation

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

RY 2002-2003 

Mark I. Andrada, Manufacturing – Electrical/Electronic Category, Senior Assembly Technician,
MOOG Controls Corporation
Pablo R. Davis, Government – Utilities Category, Plant Electrician, Pagadian City Water
District
Jerry S. Lapara, Manufacturing – Food and Beverage, Mechanic, Del Monte Philippines
Roberto C. Nabo, Basic Industries – Water Distribution Category, Non Revenue Water (NRW)
Operative 2, Manila Water Company, Inc.
Roberto M. Pangan, Manufacturing – Textile and Garment, Winding/Twisting Head Mechanic
Antoconer, Indophil Acrylic Manufacturing Corporation
Romeo D. Pascua, Manufacturing – Mining and Quarrying, Machinist, Mobile Equipment
Department, Philex Mining Corporation
Enrico G. Sapitan, Manufacturing – Textile and Garment, Electrician Class B, Indo Phil. Textile
Mills, Inc.
Alfredo C. Surigao, Manufacturing – Non Metallics Category, Mechanic (Millwright), Philippine
Phosphate Fertilizer Corporation

1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

8.
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TOWER AWARDS THROUGH THE YEARS

RY 2003-2004

Christopher G. Patriana, Basic Industry – Agriculture Category, Leadman, Del Monte
Philippines, Inc.
Eva L. de Dios, Manufacturing – Electrical / Electronics Category, Mold Operator, Amkor
Technology Philippines, Inc.
Rodolfo S. Francisco, Manufacturing – Food and Beverage Category, Mechanic B, Coca Cola
Bottlers Philippines, Inc.
Arthur V. Tosloc, Manufacturing – Food and Beverage Category, Mechanical Technician, San
Miguel Corporation
Danilo V. Icawalo, Manufacturing – Textile and Garments Category, Senior Maintenance
Mechanic, Indo Philippine Cotton Mills, Inc.
Belcezar Dioquino, Jr., Manufacturing – Automotive Category, Welding Line Team Leader,
Toyota Motor Philippines Corporation
Antonio A. Cadiz, Manufacturing – Non Metallic Minerals, Fieldman (Granulatorman),
Philippine Phosphate Fertilizer Corporation

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

RY 2004-2005 

Elgen S. Catarina, Manufacturing Category, Quality Auditor, Goodwill Industries of Cebu, Inc.
Michael G. Dinulos, Manufacturing Automotive Category, Press Team Member, Toyota Motor
Philippines, Inc.
Darey U. Dulca, Services – Others Category, Technician Leadman, Negros Occidental Electric
Cooperative, Inc.
Diosdado P. Fortuno, Basic – Power Generation & Distribution Category, Electrical and
Instrumentation Specialist, Magellan Cogeneration, Inc.
Arla Bella Carrie D. Obero, Manufacturing Category, Associate Technician, P. Imes
Corporation
Jaime T. Opider, Services-Water Distribution Category, Meter Service Associate, Manila Water
Company, Inc.
Gil N. Quiminales, Manufacturing – Food and Beverage, Beverage Technician, Coca-Cola
Bottlers Philippines, Inc.
Nestor J. Villarmino, Manufacturing-Metallic Mineral, Plant Mechanic, Philippine Phosphate
Fertilizer
Arthur P. Vismanos, Basic-Agriculture Category, Welder/Fabricator Mechanic, Del Monte
Philippines, Inc.

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

RY 2005-2006 

German D. Anobling, Services Category, Wastewater Network – Operative 3, Manila Water
Company, Inc.
Rolando C. Ballera, Manufacturing Category, Plant Mechanic, Philippine Phosphate Fertilizer
Corporation
Alexander M. Galang, Services Category, Corporate Communications Associate 2, Manila
Water Company, Inc.
Antonio delos Reyes Gimang, Manufacturing Category l, Production Team Member, Toyota
Motor Philippines Corporation
Marcial N. Huerte, Basic Industries Category, Plant Operator, Magellan Congeneration, Inc.
Maria Christina A. Macadini, Manufacturing Category, Production Operator, Amkor
Technology Philippines
Deolindo B. Olipendo, Basic Industries Category, Heavy Equipment Mechanic – Lead Man,
Del Monte Philippines, Inc.
Brando B. Tulang, Manufacturing Category, Technician III, Amkor Technology Philippines
Jerry V. Zaldua, Manufacturing Category, Ringframe Maintenance Mechanic A, Indo Phil
Textile Mills, Inc.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
6.

7.

8.
9.
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TOWER AWARDS THROUGH THE YEARS

RY 2006-2007

Andrew P. Cabang, Basic Industries – Agriculture Category, Welder-Mechanic, Del Monte
Philippines, Inc.
Larrydith E. Leano, Manufacturing Category, Moulder Setter, Styrotech Corporation
Nestor C. Suganob, Services Category, Wastewater Operation 2, Manila Water Company

1.

2.
3.

RY 2008-2009 

Vincent O. Fernancez, TMX Philippines, Inc.
Ernesto L. Labanza, Manila Water Works
Romel A. Ronquillo, STAR Motor Manufacturing Industries, Inc.
Fernando V. Vivas, Toyota Motor Philippines, Inc.

1.
2.
3.
4.

RY 2012-2013 

Victor Y. Acotin, Services Category, First Baker, Baguio Country Club Corporation
Belinda M. Polintan, Services Category, Program Support Assistant for CQI, De Vera’s Medical
Center 
Anacleto A. Bordarays, Manufacturing Category, Machinist III, Moog Controls Corporation
Michael L. Calimag, Manufacturing Category, Senior Production Staff III, Lighthouse
Cooperative
Joel O. Cosme, Manufacturing Category, Sampleshop Specialist, Luen Thai Macau Offshore
Company, Ltd.
Lorence M. Gatan, Manufacturing Category, Noodle Maker, G & B Buko Products
Jaime C. Hufalar, Jr., Manufacturing Category, Mechanical Technician, Holcim Philippines
Incorporated
Delfino S. Obatonon, Manufacturing Category, Cenner Chopping Operator, Jaka Equities
Corporation

1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

6.
7.

8.

RY 2018-2019 

Benigno N. Acacio, Fleet Heavy Equipment Officer, Manila Water Company, Inc.
Roberto G. Duran, Jr., Industrial Mechanic, Philippine Coastal Storage and Pipeline
Corporation
Isaiah John V. Duyag, Mechanic I, Nestle Philippines Tanauan Factory
Gerald A. Taguiam, Technical Services Engineer, SIA Engineering Philippines
Johnny S. Talaban, Metering and Substation Technician, Negros Occidental Electric
Cooperative
Allan C. Unabia, Product Operator (Sachet Filling Line), Wyeth Philippines Inc.
John Robert V. Uy, Manufacturing Engineer II, Moog Controls Corporation

1.
2.

3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
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Dear Colleagues in RCM,

Welcome to our Forty-First (41st) Weekly Meeting
for RY 2020-2021. First and foremost, I thank
everyone for all the prayers you offered for my
speedy recovery. I am eternally grateful to God for
healing me and for hearing all our prayers. Having
spent years battling cancer, I know I can also
survive this, another health challenge.
 
This pandemic is an unpleasant episode in our lives,
but we must all continue to embrace positivity. I
made use of my stay in the hospital to reflect
deeply, reevaluate my life and assess my priorities.
I realized more how precious our life is. I came out
of the hospital as a stronger warrior, a better and
transformed person.
 
During this pandemic, we all have experienced
extraordinary changes. And what better thing to do
than to quickly change and adapt to the rapidly
changing situation? On a positive note, this
pandemic has been a testament to just how
resilient we are, how flexible and creative we can
be just like our Transformational Term.
 
We have initiated and carried out several projects
and activities not just to nurture ourselves as
Rotarians, but more importantly, to serve the
community. Guided by the Four-Way Test and
inspired by the spirit of cooperation, we all
embrace renewal, growth and involvement to help
others and build a better world. 

As transformational leaders, we have created a
vision  to   serve  humanity  and   contribute  to  the
betterment of society. We thank each of you for
transcending your self-interests for the benefit of
RCM’s goals and for acting as role models in
attaining  our vision.  It is heartwarming to see how 

our organization has been making its contribution
to the spiritual and material well-being of our
communities.
 
Thank you, Transformational Rotarians, for taking
this journey with us. Thank you for your acts of
kindness, your commitment and support to our
projects, and your contributions to help those in
need. We are also open to suggestions on how else
we can help and be of service to others.

Congratulations to the six (6) winners of the
TOWER Awards 2021 and thank you to our partners,
benefactors, the assessors, the Board of Judges
and the entire TOWER Awards 2021 Committee led
by Chairman PP Susing Pineda and Co-Chairman
IPVP Hermie Esguerra for the twenty-ninth (29th)
staging of this legacy project of the Rotary Club of
Manila! 
 

Your Servant President,
 
Robert “Bobby” Lim Joseph, Jr.
Transformational President
RY 2020-2021
(101st President)

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
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Life is precious. Be grateful for
what we have and appreciate
even the small things in life.
Continue to be a blessing to
others and remain devoted to
serving humanity.



ES Anna Kun Toledo and EA Sol Troniado-
Encarnacion as Program Technical Moderators

The Rotary Club of Manila
Audiovisual Presentation of the

Philippine National Anthem

The World Famous Music Chorale Audiovisual
Presentation of the RCM Hymn and the singing
of the Philippine Rotary Hymn

President Bobby Joseph
calls the meeting to order.

THE WEEK THAT WAS

19

PP Ebot Tan, as Program Moderator/ Facilitator, calls
the day’s sequential order of activities.

STAR Rtn. Michael Albaña delivers
an Invocation and Special Prayer.

STAR Rtn. Alvin Ampil recites the
Rotarian Pledge as a perfect prelude in
fostering and strengthening ties amongst
fellow Rotarians by way of reinforcing
their resolve in furtherance of Service
Above Self.
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THE WEEK THAT WAS

PP Ebot Tan, Program Moderator/Facilitator, acknowledges
the birthday celebrants, namely, Rtn. Jun Coyuito, Rtn. Mac
Macapagal, Rtn. Jun Bella, STAR Rtn. Jack Rodriguez, PD
Ner Lonzaga, PT Jun Follosco, Rtn. Brian Skinner, DSAA
Jason Bogovich, Rtn. Peri Resabal, PP Susing Pineda, PD
Bebot Pineda, PD Raffy Alunan, STAR Rtn. Lance Tan and
STAR Rtn. Richard Lim.

The World Famous Music Chorale
singing the Welcome Song

20

Program Moderator/Facilitator
PP Ebot Tan introduces

Visiting Rotarians and guests.

STAR Rtn. Marius Angara leads the recitation
of the Four (4) Way Test for Manila Rotarians to

renew their commitment to the Rotary movement. 

The World Famous Music Chorale
singing the happy birthday song
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THE WEEK THAT WAS

21

ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday
delivering the Timeless RCM
Moments.

President Bobby Joseph introduces and conducts
the Charging Rites on new member, STAR Rtn. Raf
Dionisio.
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President Bobby Joseph delivers his message during the
President’s Time and Opening Remarks for the Seventeenth (17th)
Tourism Awards of the Rotary Club of Manila.

PP Ebot Tan administers the Oath
of Membership to new member,
STAR Rtn. Raf Dionisio.

The audiovisual presentation of Rotary’s Seven Areas
of Focus: The Rotary Club of Manila Perspective, as
performed by El Gamma Penumbra.



The Rotary Club of Manila Seventeenth (17th) Tourism Awardees delivering their respective
responses after receiving their respective trophies, namely, Krisette Laureta Chu (Associate and
Travel Editor, Manila Bulletin), Mary Anne LL. Reyes (Business Columnist, Philippine STAR), Rtn.
Shalimar Tamano (Regional Director, Central Visayas, Department of Tourism), Hon. Francisco
Matugas (Governor, Surigao del Norte), Hon. Gwendolyn Garcia (Governor, Cebu), STAR Rtn.
Michael Albaña (Commercial Director, Conrad Manila), DE/Dir. Farid Schoucair (General
Manager, The Heritage Hotel Manila), Rtn. Bernd Schneider (Cluster General Manager, Raffles &
Fairmont Hotel), Singh Preet Inder (General Manager, The Farm at San Benito), Javier Hernandez
(President and CEO, El Nido Resorts / Ten Knots Development Corporation) and Michael Angelo
Patrick Asperin (Chief Executive Officer, Balesin Island Club, Polillo, Quezon). 

THE WEEK THAT WAS

22

President Bobby Joseph delivers his response
and thereafter, adjourns the meeting.
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Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

With the many obstacles that have posed as challenges to the Philippine business, there are those in
the non-supervisory ranks of the enterprise who continue their steadfast ways in holding fort, the
unsung heroes of a nation’s progress whom we are privileged to honor in The Outstanding Workers of
the Republic (TOWER) Awards 2021.

Witness the backbones of the Philippine economy’s rise to prominence as we recognize them in a
legacy project that has catapulted Asia’s First Rotary Club to the heritage club it is today.

Let’s all witness them at seventh heaven, today, 12:30 pm on Zoom, May 27!

Very truly yours, 

IPVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
Programs Committee Chairman
TOWER Awards 2021 Co-Chairman
RY 2020-2021

From the Programs Committee

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’  Attendance Report,  RY 2020-2021

Attendance
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2020-2021

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

25

(As of May 26, 2021, 10:00 AM)
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2020-2021

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

26

(As of May 26, 2021, 10:00 AM)
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"3.2.2.1.6 Ex-Deals
                                           
xxx                                               xxx                                          xxx

Ex-deals are not encouraged and should be reviewed by the Treasurer for financial prudence prior
to submission to the RCM board for approval. 

Any possible conflicts of interest must be disclosed to the RCM Board prior to any deal
arrangement being approved. The absence of such declaration will result in cancellation of deal
contract.”

"3.2.2.1.6 Ex-Deals 

Ex-Deals exist to assist in defraying and minimizing certain costs in the operations of RCM.”

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

Know Your Club Constitution, By-Laws and Policies

"3.2.2.1.6 Ex-Deals 

xxx                                          xxx                                          xxx

The Secretariat is required to provide the Treasurer three (3) months advance notice of
expiring Ex-Deals.”

Q: How many months notice in advance should be given for

expiring Ex-Deals? 

A:  The following item in the Code of Policies is authoritative:

A:  The following item in the Code of Policies is authoritative:

Q: Do Ex-Deals exist in the Rotary Club of Manila?

Q: Are Ex-Deals encouraged?
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A:  The following item in the Code of Policies is authoritative:



Meet the New STAR Rotarian

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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The Board of Directors of the Rotary Club of Manila for RY 2020-2021 held its 23rd Special Meeting
last May 25, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were President Bobby Joseph, IPP Jackie
Rodriguez, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Programs Committee Chairman IPVP Hermie
Esguerra, RCManila Foundation, Inc. President and Board Adviser PP Susing Pineda, Board Adviser PP
Teddy Ocampo, ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, DE/Dir. Farid Schoucair, DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani, Dir.
Celso Abastillas, AT/Dir. Jujut Enriquez, Dir. Hans Palacios, BLA Amading Valdez, Club Secretary
Reggie Yu, AS Henry Go and ES Anna Kun Toledo.

Rotary Club of Manila Board of Directors
for RY 2020-2021 Holds Special Meeting

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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The TOWER Awards 2021 Committee

30

VOCATIONAL SERVICE
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TOWER Awards 2021 Assessors
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VOCATIONAL SERVICE
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TOWER Awards 2021 Board of Judges

32

VOCATIONAL SERVICE
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TOWER Awardees 2021

33

VOCATIONAL SERVICE
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The TOWER Awards Committee held a meeting last May 20, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform. Present
on the side of the Rotary Club of Manila were RCManila Foundation, Inc. President, Board Adviser
and TOWER Awards Committee Chairman PP Susing Pineda, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman,
Programs Committee Chairman, TOWER Awards Event Management Committee Chairman and
TOWER Awards Committee Co-Chairman IPVP Hermie Esguerra, TOWER Awards Souvenir Program
Editorial Chairman ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, TOWER Awards Judge and Event Management
Committee Member BLA Amading Valdez, TOWER Awards Event Management Committee Member
and Board Adviser PP Teddy Ocampo, ES Anna Kun Toledo and EA Maricon Bigcas. Present on the
side of the People Management Association of the Philippines (PMAP) were Executive Director Rene
Gener, DPM, TOWER Awards Assessor Efren Alberto, Jr., DPM, EA Bernadette Tan and Ms. Kat
Geronimo. Also present was Rotary Club of Intramuros PE Aries Balanay (videographer).

TOWER Awards Committee Holds Meeting

34

VOCATIONAL SERVICE
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The TOWER Awards Souvenir Program Editorial Committee and the TOWER Awards Souvenir Program
Advertisement Solicitation Committee held an alignment meeting last May 21, 2021 via Zoom virtual
platform. Present were TOWER Awards Souvenir Program Editorial Committee Chairman
ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, TOWER Awards Souvenir Program Advertisement Solicitation Committee
Chairman  STAR Rtn. L.A. Sevilla, TOWER Awards Souvenir Program Advertisement Solicitation
Committee Member STAR Rtn. Teddy Tee, Jr., ES Anna Kun Toledo, Fund Coordinator Grace Aquino,
Powersteel Corporation Secretary Mechelle Reyes and Powersteel Corporation Graphic Artist Ian
Galicia.

TOWER Awards Souvenir Program Editorial Committee
and TOWER Awards Souvenir Program Advertisement

Solicitation Committee Hold Alignment Meeting

35

VOCATIONAL SERVICE
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TOWER Awards Committee Holds Technical
and Program Review Meeting

The TOWER Awards Committee held a technical and program review meeting last May 24,
2021 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were RCManila Foundation, Inc. President, Board
Adviser and TOWER Awards Committee Chairman PP Susing Pineda, RCManila Foundation,
Inc. Chairman, Programs Committee Chairman, TOWER Awards Event Management
Committee Chairman and TOWER Awards Committee Co-Chairman IPVP Hermie Esguerra,
TOWER Awards Committee Souvenir Program Editorial Chairman ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday,
Board Adviser and TOWER Awards Event Management Committee Member PP Teddy
Ocampo, Vocational Service DE/Dir. Farid Schoucair, TOWER Awards Judge and Event
Management Committee Member BLA Amading Valdez, TOWER Awards Marketing Collaterals
Chairman Club Secretary Reggie Yu, ES Anna Kun Toledo, EA Maricon Bigcas, Rotary Club of
Intramuros PE Aries Balanay (videographer) and four members of the technical team.

36

VOCATIONAL SERVICE
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TOWER Awards Committee Holds Technical Run

37

VOCATIONAL SERVICE
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The TOWER Awards Committee held a Technical Run last May 26, 2021 via Zoom virtual
platform. Present were RCManila Foundation, Inc. President, Board Adviser and TOWER
Awards Committee Chairman PP Susing Pineda, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman,
Programs Committee Chairman and TOWER Awards Committee Co-Chairman IPVP Hermie
Esguerra, President Bobby Joseph, DE/Dir. Farid Schoucair, ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday,
Rtn. John Emyl Eugenio, STAR Rtn. L.A. Sevilla, STAR Rtn. Xavy Zialcita, PMAP Executive
Director Rene Gener, Rotary Club of Intramuros PE Aries Balanay (videographer), PMAP
Executive Assistant Kat Geronimo, ES Anna Kun Toledo, EA Maricon Bigcas and three
members of the technical team.



STAR Rtn. Joaquin Pablo “Jop” Esquivias

MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS
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Not Your Typical Lawyer

By Rhea Vitto Tabora

A distinguished Iskolar ng Bayan, STAR Rtn. Joaquin Pablo “Jop” Esquivias graduated cum laude with a
double major in Business Administration and Accountancy from the University of the Philippines where he
also earned his Juris Doctor degree with honors and a Dean’s Medal for Academic Excellence award.  

While he excelled in academics, STAR Rtn. Jop was not sure if he wanted to be a lawyer when he was a
kid. He actually had a bigger dream—to be the country’s president! 

Driven by his ardent desire and strong commitment to serve the people, especially the marginalized, he
joined organizations and engaged in activities benefitting the community. In 2018, STAR Rtn. Jop served as
President of Junior Chamber International–Manila and initiated numerous socio-civic activities. Continuing
his advocacy to help others, he now joins the Rotary Club of Manila.

On the professional side, STAR Rtn. Jop is a Partner at Esquivias Law Firm. He also serves as Chief Financial
Officer and General Legal Counsel for Azta Urban Salon, Hanako Japanese Restaurant, Medica Industriya,
Inc. and Sinag Consultancy Group. 

Read on and get to know more about STAR Rtn. Jop—what motivated him to go into law practice, what
legal practice areas he is into, and how he manages an extraordinary combination of responsibilities and
industries. He also shares what would have been his profession had he not been a lawyer, who inspired him
to become who he is today, and what he does during his free time. 



RVT: You have on your plate an extraordinary
combination of responsibilities and industries
—from law to retail, food, real estate and
business consultancy. How do you manage all
of these?  

JE: This is true as it is quite overwhelming. I think I
am able to manage all the various ventures I’m a
part of through an effective management that we
have invested a lot of time in training and
developing. From the get-go, I would like to
believe that we have established a culture of
excellence that allowed us to focus as well on the
growth of our people. 

Rhea Vitto Tabora (RVT): Was it your dream to become a lawyer? What motivated you to go into law
practice? 

Joaquin Pablo “Jop” Esquivias (JE): I’m not sure. I think it was more of dreaming to be the President of the
Philippines by being a lawyer that will help champion the causes of the marginalized. The thought of being
able to significantly impact things or events through law motivates me the most.  

RVT: What do you wish you knew about practicing law before you got into it?

JE: Maybe about how imperfect law is or can be; how it can be actually used to maintain injustice in certain
situations or circumstances. And also, the frustration that comes with the “not so desirable” system or platform
where the practice operates. 

STAR Rtn. Joaquin Pablo “Jop” Esquivias:
Not Your Typical Lawyer

MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS
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RVT: Which legal practice area are you into and
why did you choose it?

JE: I mainly “practice” via the myriad of legal issues
and concerns of my businesses – therefore, business,
corporate and finance law. But I also do tax law as I
am also an accountant and that’s where the influence
of the family’s practice led me.  

RVT: What do you like most
about practicing law?

 
JE: The concept of delivering

justice through it. 

RVT: What do you think would you be doing if
you were not at your current profession?

JE: A news reporter for CNN International or
someone who works for the UN.  The many businesses he is engaged in



STAR Rtn. Joaquin Pablo “Jop” Esquivias:
Not Your Typical Lawyer

MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS
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RVT: Who inspired you to become who
you are today? How did this person
influence your life?

JE: My mother, who, incidentally, is not a
lawyer, but has a heart of genuine service
for people in all walks of life. I remember,
vividly, whenever I go to the office with her
that she would have different groups of
people she has lunch or merienda with—
from management to the office staff, to
the service or maintenance crew—always
asking what she can help them with. 

RVT: As a previous JCI president and now a STAR Rotarian, how would you describe your
experience and transition to RCM?

JE: The experience has been great so far, but of course there is still so much to learn and
experience. Suffice to say that the “transition” has not been hard, or actually even felt that much.
The two organizations, from a general standpoint, are quite fundamentally similar—in that the heart
for service is at their respective cores. 

Young Jop with his mom

Clockwise from top left: 2018 JCI Board of Directors, Then JCI Manila President Jop delivering his
speech during the JCI Manila 2018 GGMM, Tarlac Tubig Project, Ramon V. del Rosario Award for
Nation Building (a project of PHINMA, AIM and JCI Manila)



RVT: What do you usually do when you are not working?

JE: Prior to the pandemic, I travelled a lot. There’s a constant, deeply rooted need to learn and experience
new things and see different people and places. But now, I watch a lot of documentaries on history,
geopolitics, travel and technology. And just most recently, I’ve discovered the joy of biking and scuba
diving.  

RVT: What is the most important thing that people should know about you?

JE: I think it should be my genuine compassion for people—for people around me, even strangers actually.
This, coupled with my core belief that people are essentially good. Also, though life may not have always
been kind nor easy, my sense of hope and optimism is always steadfast. I live by these values and
principles because they propel me to do things that would leave the world better than I found it.

STAR Rtn. Joaquin Pablo “Jop” Esquivias:
Not Your Typical Lawyer

MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS
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Left: With wife, Vicky (JCI Alabang Past President); 
Top:  With his siblings and Lola

Enjoying the breathtaking Northern Lights Discovering the joy of riding a bike



JCI Makati and the Rotary Club of Manila will undertake a joint project, entitled, Sinag-
Aralan EduAksyon. It aims to produce bamboo libraries powered by solar panels for
readers of the chosen communities. The books that these libraries will house are from
different genres. These will be available for reading in order to cater to the needs of the
community and to widen one's perspective. This project likewise aims to promote healthy
reading and research through books as these are already declining in patronage
nowadays due to the availability of internet.

BASIC EDUCATION AND LITERACY

Sinag-Aralan EduAKSYON

42balita   May 27, 2021

STAR Rtn. Lance Tan and STAR Rtn. Joey Garcia, together with JCI Makati members,
turned over the first bamboo library powered by solar panel complete with reference
books under the joint project of the Rotary Club of Manila and JCI Makati entitled,
“Sinag-aralan Eduaksyon”, last May 25, 2021 at Timoteo Paez Elementary School in
Balut, Tondo, Manila.



BASIC EDUCATION AND LITERACY

Sinag-Aralan EduAKSYON
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STAR Rtn. Lance Tan and STAR Rtn. Joey Garcia, together with JCI Makati members, turned over
the first bamboo library powered by solar panel complete with reference books under the joint
project of the Rotary Club of Manila and JCI Makati entitled, “Sinag-aralan Eduaksyon”, last May
25, 2021 at Timoteo Paez Elementary School in Balut, Tondo, Manila.



The Rotary Club of Manila donated seventeen (17) gallons of Isopropyl Alcohol to the

Philippine Orthopedic Center where our member, Rtn. Brix Pujalte, is Director. Of the

seventeen (17) gallons of Isopropyl Alcohol, President Bobby Joseph donated seven (7)

gallons and AS Henry Go donated ten (10) gallons. These were received by the Dr. San

Pedro, Chief of Clinics. last May 26, 2021 at the  Philippine Orthopedic Center in Quezon

City.
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Rotary Club of Manila Donates Seventeen (17) Gallons
of Alcohol to the Philippine Orthopedic Center

DISEASE PREVENTION AND TREATMENT

balita   May 27, 2021



45

Rotary Club of Manila Donates Ten Thousand Pesos
Worth of Groceries to University of Makati Center
for Community Development in Nation Building

COMMUNITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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The Rotary Club of Manila  donated Php 10,000 worth of groceries to the University of Makati
Center for Community Development in National Building last May 25, 2021 through the “Oplan
Hatid Tulong Program” in partnership with the Rotary Club of Manila Fort Santiago, the Rotary
Club of Manila East, the Rotary Club of Chinatown Manila and the Rotary Club of Manila Crown.
These other clubs donated essentials such as face masks, face shields, vitamins and supplements.
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PD Abe Pascual and Rtn. Jappy Pascual's
Pascual Laboratories Celebrates 75th Anniversary

COGS IN THE WHEEL
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PD Abe Pascual and Rtn. Jappy Pascual’s Pascual Laboratories celebrated its
75th Anniversary with the theme, “Pascual Love: Live at 75!” last May 26, 2021 via
Facebook live and YouTube virtual platforms.



INTERCLUB RELATIONS
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Manila Rotarians Attend Virtual DISTAS
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Manila Rotarians attended the Virtual DISTAS (District Training Assembly) 2021 via Zoom virtual
platform. Present were PE/VP Chito Zaldarriaga, VPE Henning Karcher, ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday,
DE John Michael Cutter, DE Noy Benedicto, DE/VP Thad Liamzon, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Chairman and Programs Committee Chairman IPVP Hermie Esguerra, IT/AT/Dir. Jujut Enriquez and
President Bobby Joseph.
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Manila Rotarians attended the Virtual DISTAS (District Training Assembly) 2021 via Zoom virtual
platform. Present were PE/VP Chito Zaldarriaga, VPE Henning Karcher, ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday,
DE John Michael Cutter, DE Noy Benedicto, DE/VP Thad Liamzon, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Chairman and Programs Committee Chairman IPVP Hermie Esguerra, IT/AT/Dir. Jujut Enriquez and
President Bobby Joseph.
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Manila Rotarians attended the Virtual DISTAS (District Training Assembly) 2021 via Zoom virtual
platform. Present were PE/VP Chito Zaldarriaga, VPE Henning Karcher, ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday,
DE John Michael Cutter, DE Noy Benedicto, DE/VP Thad Liamzon, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Chairman and Programs Committee Chairman IPVP Hermie Esguerra, IT/AT/Dir. Jujut Enriquez and
President Bobby Joseph.



INTERCLUB RELATIONS
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Manila Rotarians Attend ROTACON
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Manila Rotarians attended the Rotary Concerns Forum 2021 hosted by Rotary International District
3790 last May 22, 2021 which was held in a hybrid format where the face to face event was held at
the Hilton Clark in Clark, Pampanga. Those who attended in person were PDG Vince Carlos and PDG
Obet Pagdanganan while PDG Rudy Bediones attended via Zoom virtual platform. PDG Obet
Pagdanganan, Chairman of the Council of Governors for District 3810, was a speaker at the forum
on the “Rationale and Framework of the New Member Orientation Module”.
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Manila Rotarians attended the Rotary Concerns Forum 2021 hosted by Rotary International
District 3790 last May 22, 2021 which was held in a hybrid format where the face to face event
was held at the Hilton Clark in Clark, Pampanga. Those who attended in person were PDG Vince
Carlos and PDG Obet Pagdanganan while PDG Rudy Bediones attended via Zoom virtual
platform. PDG Obet Pagdanganan, Chairman of the Council of Governors for District 3810, was
a speaker at the forum on the “Rationale and Framework of the New Member Orientation
Module”.
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Manila Rotarians attended the Rotary Concerns Forum 2021 hosted by Rotary
International District 3790 last May 22, 2021 which was held in a hybrid format where the
face to face event was held at the Hilton Clark in Clark, Pampanga. Those who attended
in person were PDG Vince Carlos and PDG Obet Pagdanganan while PDG Rudy Bediones
attended via Zoom virtual platform. PDG Obet Pagdanganan, Chairman of the Council of
Governors for District 3810, was a speaker at the forum on the “Rationale and Framework
of the New Member Orientation Module”.
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2021 Virtual Convention

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE
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Ambassador of Goodwill Committee Holds Meeting

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE
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The Ambassador of Goodwill Committee held a meeting last May 26, 2021 via Zoom virtual
platform. Present were Chairman PDG Vince Carlos, Co-Chairman PD Nick Locsin, Rtn. Karl
Leung, ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, DE John Michael Cutter, Rtn. Momo Mommaerts, President
Bobby Joseph, DSAA Jason Bogovich, Rtn. Mike Ozaeta, DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani, IPP Jackie
Rodriguez, PDG Rudy Bediones and ES Anna Kun Toledo.



The Circle of Centennial Rotary Clubs held a meeting last May 26, 2021 via Zoom virtual
platform. Present were IPP Jackie Rodriguez (Rotary Club of Manila), PD Nick Locsin (Rotary
Club of Manila), ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday (Rotary Club of Manila), DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani
(Rotary Club of Manila), PP Terri Lau (Centennial President, Rotary Club of Shanghai), PAG/PP
Andrew Hill (Rotary Club of Shanghai), Centenary President Purnendu Roychowdhury (Rotary
Club of Calcutta), PP Soumen Ray (Rotary Club of Calcutta), DG Cathy Gibson (Rotary Club
of Seattle 4) and ES Anna Kun Toledo.
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Circle of Centennial Rotary Clubs
Holds Meeting

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE
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July 14, 2020

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 
 
An Opportunity has now opened doors for our
club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club.   With only
US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution, you
can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.
 
We have members who have risen to donor
levels that have earned them significant point
values.   Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie
Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, IPVP Hermie
Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet
Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness
to share the points they have earned to allow
Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul
Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution of 
US$ 500.00 instead of the regular   US$
1,000.00. 
 
Contributions can easily  be made by enrolling
in  www.rotary.org  using your R.I. Identification
Number.  Once enrolled, you are allowed to
learn Rotary, increase your circle of friendship
and contribute conveniently using the website. 
 
We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of
service-oriented people who believe that our
congregation is a means to share our blessings
to the less fortunate communities globally.  The
Rotary Foundation is the funding arm of global
humanitarian undertakings of Rotary
International.  It was formally named in 1917 and
the first trustees were appointed after Rotary
International President Arch Klumph proposed
for the establishment of an endowment for the
purpose of doing good in the world.   The first
grant of US$ 500 benefitted the International
Society for Crippled Children (Easter Seals).
History marks the milestone projects of The
Rotary Foundation such a scholarship for
international graduate study, the elimination of 

Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World Peace
Forum, among others.   Under the Rotary’s 7
Areas of Service Focus, namely, Peace and
Conflict Prevention/Resolution, Disease
Prevention and Treatment, Water and
Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic
Education and Literacy, Economic and
Community Development and lastly, Supporting
the Environment, Rotary International and The
Rotary Foundation have made themselves
relevant to developing communities globally.
 
All these services would not have been made
possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,
who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become
members of The Rotary Foundation through a
minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  
 
We are currently working on a Global Grants
for COVID-19 and other community-related
projects. Your contribution will significantly
improve the community living of our target
beneficiaries.
 
For any assistance, please feel free to contact
me.
 
Yours in the service of Rotary, 
 
ROMEO THADDEUS LIAMZON 
Vice President
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation
RY 2020-2021 
 
Noted by:
 
ROBERT L. JOSEPH, JR. 
President
RY 2020-2021

An Invitation to Join the Roster of Paul Harris Fellows

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION



Manila Rotarians Hold Global Grant
Consultation Meeting

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION

Manila Rotarians, DE/VP Thad Liamzon and ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, held a Global Grant
Consultation Meeting with PDG Lyne Abanilla (Rotary Club of Intramuros) and PE Aries Balanay
(Rotary Club of Intramuros) last May 25, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform.
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ROTARY INFORMATION

58

Rotary Fact Sheet

Source: www.rotary.org
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QUOTES ON LIFE
by PP Frank Evar is to

1. “We are not proclaiming that we have gotten rid of corruption. There is still corruption in this government and
     any other government that will come after me; and in the past – it is always there.” - Rodrigo R. Duterte, 
     16th President of the Republic of the Philippines

2. “Even us, we have been humbled by this health crisis. Let us not deny our frontliners the recognition that 
     rightfully belongs to them.” - Hon. Grace Poe, Senator, Republic of the Philippines

3. “To those remaining hoodlums in police uniforms, I promise you, you will hate me. I won’t have second 
     thoughts about firing police officers, especially given the significant salaries and benefits the government
     has given us. I'm sure there will be a lot of people who would want to replace me. Bad eggs will hate me. 
     The padrino system has no place in the police organization.” - Lt. Gen. Guillermo Eleazar, Chief, Philippine
     National Police

4. “What’s important is that you're read by many people you can attract. What’s the use of writing if you're not
     reading. It’s like you're talking, but no one's listening to you. Writing is not to impress, but to inform people.”
     - the late Ricky Lo, Entertainment Editor, The Philippine Star

5. “Nowadays, beauty isn't only the way we look. For me beauty radiates not only in our spirit but in our hearts, 
     and the way that we conduct ourselves. Never permit someone to tell you that you’re not valuable.” 
     - Andrea Meza, Miss Universe 2020

6. “If I will be given a chance, I want to use the face of Miriam Santiago. For those who don’t know, she was an
     Ilongga. But what I admired about her is that she used her knowledge, her voice to serve the country. I want
     to be somebody like her -- somebody who puts her heart, her passion into action. After all, she is the best
     President that we never had." - Rabiya Mateo, Miss Universe Philippines 2020

7. “In my opinion, it does not have to be one or the other. We can support community pantries, at the same 
     time continue our successful programs towards peace.” - Hon. Lucy Torres-Gomez, Representative, Fourth 
     District, Leyte 

8. “Philippines needs President who puts Filipinos first instead of China.” – (Ret.) Justice Antonio T. Carpio, 
     Supreme Court of the Philippines

9. “A child who does something wrong must be corrected, but should never be treated as an enemy or as an 
     object which one takes out on frustration.”- Pope Francis

10. “Success is not the key to happiness. Happiness is the key to success. If you love what you are doing, you 
     will be successful.”- Albert Schweitzer

11. “If you are depressed, you are living in the past. If you are anxious, you are living in the future. If you are at 
     peace, you are living in the present.” - Lao Tzu, Chinese Philosopher

12. “If we really want to love, we must learn how to forgive.” - Mother Teresa

13. “Leadership is not a position or a title, it is action and example.”- Carlo Cabrera

14. “Do not compete. Do not conform. Do not compare. So your life will be satisfied and content.”
     - Candy Pangilinan, Filipina Actress

15. “Do not judge me by my success, judge me by how many times I fell down and got back again.”
     - Nelson Mandela



How does Transformational Leadership Work?
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Source: GreggU on YouTube https://youtu.be/Ix_3_QtCrpk

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCl9CUCvOPotOcl9ZZEzPZsA
https://youtu.be/Ix_3_QtCrpk


May 22     IPAS Ariel Abriam

May 23     Rtn. Rick Zalamea

                 Rtn. Tonio Santos

                 STAR Rtn. Alvin Ampil

May 28     DE John Michael Cutter

Rotary Club of Manila
Birthday Celebrants for the Week
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