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Invocation and Special Prayers                                                       
for the healing and speedy recovery of 
Rtn. Butch Tamayo, PVP Mike Guerrero, 
PVP Lance Masters, Rtn. Brix Pujalte, 
Franco Zaldarriaga (son of PE/PVP Chito
Zaldarriaga) and PP Benjie Guevara
(brother of PP Boy Guevara) 

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

RCM Hymn

Philippine Rotary Hymn

The Rotarian Pledge

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP

Zoom Weekly Membership Luncheon Meeting

Rotary Year 2020-2021

Thursday, April 22, 2021, 12:30 PM

11:30 AM                   Registration and Zoom In 

1. Program Technical Moderators

2. Program Moderator/Facilitator/ChikaTalk

Rtn. Tobi Rast /
EA Sol Troniado-Encarnacion
Club Sec. Reggie Yu

12:25 PM  Zoom Meeting House Rules

12:30 PM                   Call to Order Pres. Bobby Joseph

STAR Rtn. Jop Esquivias

Philippine National Anthem       AVP of RCM Members

STAR Rtn. L.A. Sevilla

The Four (4) Way Test 

Acknowledgment of Visiting Rotarians and Guests Club Sec. Reggie Yu
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Welcome Song AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

STAR Rtn. Josh Aragon

April 18 

Part I

Rtn. Caloy Buendia

balita   April 22, 2021

April 20
April 19

PD Rico Domingo
Rtn. Jack Bautista
PD Pepo Nuñez
Rtn. Brix Pujalte

Maligayang Bati

Happy Birthday Song 

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of Birthday Celebrants

President's Time Pres. Bobby Joseph

Rotary’s Seven Areas of Focus: The Rotary Club of Manila Perspective
Performed by El Gamma Penumbra
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1:00 PM                   

Part II

Rotary Club of Manila
and Carlos P. Romulo Foundation for Peace and Development
Ambassador Carlos P. Romulo Award
for Excellence in Diplomatic Relations

balita   April 22, 2021

Zoom Weekly Membership Luncheon Meeting

Rotary Year 2020-2021

Thursday, April 22, 2021, 12:30 PM

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Opening Remarks IPP Jackie Rodriguez

Message Ms. Sandie Romulo-Squillantini

Presentation of the Rotary Club of Manila 
and Carlos P. Romulo Foundation
for Peace and Development
Ambassador Carlos P. Romulo Award
for Excellence in Diplomatic Relations
to His Excellency Harald Fries,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of Sweden to the Republic of the Philippines

Pres. Bobby Joseph
PDG Vince Carlos
Ms. Sandie Romulo-Squillantini
IPVP Hermie Esguerra
IPP Jackie Rodriguez

Message His Excellency Harald Fries
Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary
of Sweden
to the Republic of the Philippines

Presentation of Check
to the Rotary Club of Manila Jorge B. Vargas
Athlete of the Year Awardee
Carlos H. Yulo

Pres. Bobby Joseph
IPP Jackie Rodriguez
Usec. Cynthia Carrion-Norton
Mr. Ricky Vargas



PROGRAM TIMETABLE
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1:30 PM                   

Part III

Induction of New Members

Introduction of New Members by Proposers

balita   April 22, 2021

Zoom Weekly Membership Luncheon Meeting

Rotary Year 2020-2021

Thursday, April 22, 2021, 12:30 PM

Oath of Membership               Pres. Bobby Joseph

Charging of New Members               PDG Alex Cureg

MARIUS ANGARA (Filipino)  
Consulting, ASEAN Region, Manila 
Proposer:  IPP Jackie Rodriguez      
Classification: Business Services -
                        Financial Management 

SINAN BATUR (Turkish)
Business Owner, S & L Fine Foods, Inc.
Proposer: President Bobby Joseph
Classification: Trading - 
                        Fine Food Distributing  

RICHARD LIM (Filipino)  
President, Sunland Development Corporation   
Proposer: DE/VP Thad Liamzon     
Classification: Real Estate Developing -    
                        Commercial Center    

JOAQUIN “JACK” H. RODRIGUEZ (Filipino)
Chief Executive Officer, Micromansions, Inc.
Proposer: IPP Jackie Rodriguez  
Classification: Business Services - 
                        Customer Relations Management

FERDINAND “INOV” E. TALUSAN (Filipino)
Founder and CEO, Mamacloud Tech
Proposer: IPP Jackie Rodriguez
Classification: Information Technology - Cloud Technology 



PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Introduction of Guest Speaker   
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Open Forum

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation Pres. Bobby Joseph
IPVP Hermie Esguerra
Programs Committee Chairman

Attested by:
Sec. Reggie Yu

2:30 PM                  Meeting Adjournment Pres. Bobby Joseph

Dir. Hans Palacios

Part IV

balita   April 22, 2021

1:50 PM                  

Zoom Weekly Membership Luncheon Meeting

Rotary Year 2020-2021

Thursday, April 22, 2021, 12:30 PM

Address:   MR. LUIS BUENAVENTURA
Book Author and Co-Founder, BloomX

Guest Speaker

Topic:   “Is Bitcoin the Future of Money?”
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PROFILE OF GUEST SPEAKER
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MR. LUIS BUENAVENTURA
Book Author and Co-Founder, BloomX



PRESIDENT'S CORNER
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Dear Brothers in RCM,

Welcome to the 37th Weekly Meeting of
Transformational Rotary Year 2020-2021! We have
been getting positive feedbacks from those who are
recovering from CoVid-19. We encourage those who
are above 65 years of age to take the vaccine
available. I am taking Sinovac in our barangay.
Dealing with the impact of the pandemic is
overwhelming for everyone. We have to be cautious,
but not paranoid. We definitely need prayers, and we
should follow the proper health protocols to the
letter.

We turned over a donation of 90,000 masks to Mayor
Emi Calixto-Rubiano of Pasay City yesterday, April 21,
2021. This donation was sponsored by Rtn. Kenji Mori
of the Rotary Club of Kuzuha, a very close friend of
PDG Rudy Bediones. He has been a benevolent
supporter of our country. Thanks again, Kenji san and
PDG Rudy, for this wonderful and timely contribution. I
am proud that the donation happened during our
term. PDG Rudy Bediones could not join us to meet
the Mayor because he was still recovering from his
eye operation.

I was in Paraiso Farm in Batangas last Sunday, April
18, 2021 with STAR Rotarians Tony Meloto and Josh
Aragon. STAR Rtn. Josh Aragon, 32 years of age, is
the President of Zagana. His company is the biggest
online marketing and distributor of vegetables, fruits,
and soon, seafood, in Metro Manila. It is a one-year-
old enterprise with seven cold storage warehouses
and a distribution center in Makati. The farmers enjoy
better revenues and avoid losses. Zagana has tied up
with Grab, a strategy which increased their revenues
by over 300% in less than a year! Looking forward to
STAR Rotarian Josh’s Classification Talk, which
promises to be very interesting.

Last April 16, 2021, the Board has agreed with
RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman IPVP
Hermie Esguerra to prepare the amount of Php
345,000. We sourced the funds from the fund
drive created by the Board for Baby Neal’s
heart surgery initiated by Rtn. Jun Aventura,
Chairman of Save a Heart/Rotary Little Heart
Committee. Another source would be the Funds
for Life Movement started by Rtn. Tong Payumo
and PD Beda Fajardo. To those who have
contributed, maraming salamat! Your
compassion and support will save the life of a
one-year-ten-month-old baby. 

We just concluded a Circle of Centennial
Rotary Clubs (CCRC) Meeting last April 19, 2021
which started at 8:00 pm. Among those who
attended were the President of the Rotary Club
of Calcutta Centenary President Purnendu
Royschowdhury, Rotary Club of Calcutta PP
Saumen Ray, Rotary Club of Shanghai
Centennial President Terri Lau, Rotary Club of
Shanghai PP/PAG Andrew Hill.  The Rotary Club
of Manila was led in that meeting by CCRC
initiator IPP Jackie Rodriguez and PD Nick
Locsin. All are members of the CCRC Board of
Advisers of the Founding Members. Also in
attendance were other Rotary Club of Manila
members, ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, Rtn.
Juan Montel, Rtn. Karl Leung and yours truly.
Three more Centennial Clubs from the United
States of America are joining, namely, the
Rotary Club of Washington D.C., the Rotary
Club of Minneapolis and our mother club, the
Rotary Club of Seattle. Next would be
centennial clubs from Spain, Scotland and
more.



Thank you for your time, effort and support in providing service to our communities and
the country at large.

Praying for the safety and wellness of our members, families, friends and benefactors.
 
Mabuhay ang RCM!
 
Maraming salamat.

 
Your servant President,

 
Robert “Bobby” Lim Joseph, Jr.
President
RY 2020-2021
(101st President)

PRESIDENT'S CORNER
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ES Anna Kun Toledo and EA Sol Troniado-
Encarnacion as Program Technical Moderators

The Rotary Club of Manila
Audiovisual Presentation of the

Philippine National Anthem

The World Famous Music Chorale Audiovisual
Presentation of the RCM Hymn

President Bobby Joseph
calls the meeting to order.

THE WEEK THAT WAS

10

PE/PVP Chito Zaldarriaga, as Program
Moderator/ Facilitator, calls the day’s sequential

order of activities.

Rtn. Philip Recto delivers
an Invocation and Special Prayer.

balita   April 22, 2021

PE/PVP Chito Zaldarriaga gives a short background
and introduction before the Rotary Club of Manila

Audiovisual Presentation of the Philippine Rotary Hymn. 



THE WEEK THAT WAS

PE/PVP Chito Zaldarriaga, Program Moderator/Facilitator, acknowledges the birthday
celebrants, namely, DE Noy Benedicto, Rtn. Willie Peliño, Rtn. Mike Ozaeta and Rtn. Vic

Garcia, which was followed by an audiovisual presentation of the World Famous Music
Chorale singing the happy birthday song.

The World Famous Music Chorale
singing the Welcome Song
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PE/PVP Chito Zaldarriaga introduces Visiting
Rotarians and guests.

balita   April 22, 2021

DSAA Jason Bogovich recites the Rotarian Pledge as
a perfect prelude in fostering and strengthening ties
amongst fellow Rotarians by way of reinforcing their

resolve in furtherance of Service Above Self.

STAR Rtn. Che Soler leads the recitation
of the Four (4) Way Test for Manila

Rotarians to renew their commitment to the
Rotary movement. 



THE WEEK THAT WAS

President Bobby Joseph, DE Noy Benedicto, AT Marcus Dee, PP Archit Bartolome, Rtn. Nagi Zeitouni,
DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani, ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday and Dir. Hans Palacios introduce the inductees,
namely, STAR Rtn. Michael Albana, STAR Rtn. Alvin Ampil, STAR Rtn. Joshua Aragon, STAR Rtn. John
Bautista, Jr., STAR Rtn. Teng Catalan, STAR Rtn. Rami Chahwan, STAR Rtn. Jop Esquivias, STAR Rtn.
Teddy Kalaw, STAR Rtn. Anton Mauricio and STAR Rtn. Brendon Yujuico.
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IPDG Liza Elorde conducts the charging
of new members.  

balita   April 22, 2021

President Bobby Joseph administers
the Oath of Honorary Membership.  

President Bobby Joseph delivers his message
during the President’s Time.

The World Famous Music Chorale singing
the happy birthday song



An open forum immediately followed right after the Classification Talk of STAR Rtn. Teddy B. Tee, Jr.
Among those who participated in the open forum were PE/PVP Chito Zaldarriaga, DE John Cutter,
BLA Amading Valdez, IPVP Hermie Esguerra and IPD Issam Eldebs. 

THE WEEK THAT WAS
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President Bobby Joseph delivers his response
and thereafter, adjourns the meeting.

balita   April 22, 2021

STAR Rtn. Teddy Tee, Jr. delivers
his Classification Talk. 



Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

The latest craze around the world in modern money services trading and investments bring fortune to a
pandemic economy as the Cryptocurrency Guru LUIS BUENAVENTURA gives us the ABC’s of Bitcoin
Trading as we all yearn to make some profit through modern day currency trends. 

Speaking of the world at large, our club will likewise bestow the Rotary Club of Manila AMBASSADOR
CARLOS P. ROMULO AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS on His Excellency HARALD
FRIES, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Sweden to the Republic of the Philippines. 

We will likewise welcome five (5) gentlemen into the fold of Asia’s First Rotary Club.

It’s Investment Thursday today in both money and goodwill. See you!

Very truly yours,

IPVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
Programs Committee Chairman
RY 2020-2021

From the Programs Committee

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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Attendance
RCM Members’  Attendance Report,  RY 2020-2021

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2020-2021

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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(As of April 21, 2021, 11:00 AM)



List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues
for RY 2020-2021

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

17balita   April 22, 2021

(As of April 21, 2021, 11:00 AM)



A:  The following item in the Code of Policies is authoritative:
 

      “4.1.3.2 Ad Hoc Committees 

An “Ad Hoc Committee” is a non-mandatory committee established by the RCM Board that shall
continue in existence until its tasks are completed, or until the end of each Rotary Year in which it
was constituted,  whichever comes first, as shall be specified by the RCM Board at the time of its
constitution.

A:  The following item in the Code of Policies is authoritative:
 

      “4.1.3.1 Standing Committees 
 

A "Standing Committee" is a committee mandated in section STD of the RCM bylaws.”

"4.1.4.1 Restricted Fund Committees 
                                                           

Restricted Fund Committees are funded primarily from the personal donations of RCM members, RI
Grants/ Programs and sponsorships from local and international corporations. Restricted
Committees are not funded from the operational revenue of RCM. Funds raised by a Restricted
Committee can only be disbursed for the identified projects that the Restricted Committee was
established to manage.”

A:  The following item in the Code of Policies is authoritative:

Know Your Club Constitution, By-Laws and Policies

Q: What is a Standing Committee?

Q:  What are Restricted Fund Committees?

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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Q:  What is an Ad Hoc Committee?

balita   April 22, 2021



Rotary Club of Manila Board of Directors
for RY 2020-2021 Holds Special Meeting

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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The Rotary Club of Manila Board of Directors for RY 2020-2021 held a Special Meeting last April 16,
2021 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were President Bobby Joseph, ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday,
DE/Dir. Farid Schoucair, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman/Programs Committee Chairman IPVP
Hermie Esguerra, Board Adviser PP Teddy Ocampo, Dir. Hans Palacios, IPP Jackie Rodriguez, AT
Marcus Dee, AT/Dir. Jujut Enriquez, DE/VP Thad Liamzon, DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani, AS Henry Go,
Treasurer Karlo Castro, Club Secretary Reggie Yu and ES Anna Kun Toledo.



Meet the STAR Rotarian Inductees

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

20balita   April 22, 2021

MARIUS ANGARA (Filipino)  
Consulting, ASEAN Region, Manila 
Proposer:  IPP Jackie Rodriguez      
Classification: Business Services -
                        Financial Management 

SINAN BATUR (Turkish)
Business Owner, S & L Fine Foods, Inc.
Proposer: President Bobby Joseph
Classification: Trading - 
                        Fine Food Distributing  

RICHARD LIM (Filipino)  
President, Sunland Development Corporation   
Proposer: DE/VP Thad Liamzon     
Classification: Real Estate Developing -    
                        Commercial Center    

JOAQUIN “JACK” H. RODRIGUEZ (Filipino)
Chief Executive Officer, Micromansions, Inc.
Proposer: IPP Jackie Rodriguez  
Classification: Business Services - 
                        Customer Relations Management

FERDINAND “INOV” E. TALUSAN (Filipino)
Founder and CEO, Mamacloud Tech
Proposer: IPP Jackie Rodriguez
Classification: Information Technology - Cloud Technology 



JCI Makati and the Rotary Club of Manila will undertake a joint project, entitled,
Sinag-Aralan EduAksyon. It aims to produce bamboo libraries powered by solar
panels for readers of the chosen communities. The books that these libraries will
house are from different genres. These will be available for reading in order to cater
to the needs of the community and to widen one's perspective. This project likewise
aims to promote healthy reading and research through books as these are already
declining in patronage nowadays due to the availability of internet.

LIBRARY

BASIC EDUCATION AND LITERACY

Sinag-Aralan EduAKSYON

21balita   April 22, 2021



Dear Fellow Rotarians, 

We received an appeal for Baby Neal Javen Maniego, 1 year and 10 months old pediatric heart patient,
in need of heart surgery.

Baby Maniego is verified by the Department of Social Welfare as being indigent and has been approved
by Philippine Heart Center to qualify for Z Benefit that will significantly reduce the surgical cost to Php
345,000.00.

This fundraising was approved by the Board.  

To prepare Baby Neal for the surgery, we need to raise the amount needed. We appeal to your
generosity to consider this as one of your projects that will benefit your support. 

A financial donation can be sent to the project account of the club, details are as follows:

Bank:  Metrobank Anda Circle Branch
Payee: Rotary Club of Manila
Acct #  151-7-15151486-0

Please send a copy of the bank transaction by email or Viber as we don't have a special payment
arrangement with our bank to allow us to quickly identify transactions that are received by our club
account.

Thank you for your support.  Stay safe and warm regards. 

Very truly yours,

Rtn. JUN AVENTURA 
Chairman
Save A Heart / Rotary Little Heart Committee 

Noted by:

ROBERT “BOBBY” L. JOSEPH, JR.
President
RY 2020-2021
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Appeal to Help Pediatric Heart Patient

MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH
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Nationwide Launching of Philippine Rotary
 Vaccination Campaign

DISEASE PREVENTION AND TREATMENT

balita   April 22, 2021

The Philippine Rotary Vaccination Campaign was launched nationwide last April 17, 2021 via
Zoom virtual platform.



The Rotary Club of Manila led by President Bobby Joseph, IPP Jackie Rodriguez, DE/VP Thad
Liamzon and STAR Rtn. Lance Tan turned over ninety thousand (90,000) face masks donated by Rtn.
Kenji Mori of the Rotary Club of Kuzuha to Pasay City Mayor Rtn. Emi Calixto-Rubiano in a project,
entitled, “LIFE SAVERS,” last April 21, 2021 at the gymnasium of the Philippine School for the Deaf in
Pasay City. Also present was Pasay City Chairman of the Committee on Health Councilor Joey
Calixto. Members of JCI Makati provided logistical support.

24

Life Savers

DISEASE PREVENTION AND TREATMENT

balita   April 22, 2021



25

Manila Rotarians Hold Mini-Fellowship
After Donation of Masks

FELLOWSHIP
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President Bobby Joseph hosted a mini-fellowship luncheon last April 21, 2021 at The Wine
Museum Hotel and Restaurant in Pasay City after the Rotary Club of Manila’s turnover of
donation of 90,000 face masks from Rtn. Kenji Mori of the Rotary Club of Kuzuha to Pasay City.
Present aside from the host were IPP Jackie Rodriguez, DE/VP Thad Liamzon and Dir. Hans
Palacios.



From selling metal products to promoting the glamorous modelling agency business, STAR Rtn.

Teddy Tee, Jr. picks up a fascinating combination of business ventures.

His company, Power Steel, has built a reputation in the steel industry and is regarded as the

number 1 steel supplier in the Philippines. TMG Model Manila, a premiere modelling and talent
agency, takes pride in its select pool of talent to deliver professional modeling and event
management services.

STAR Rtn. Teddy possesses the passion, courage and confidence to be successful in these highly
competitive industries. He works incredibly hard and is determined to make things happen.

Get to know more about STAR Rtn. Teddy as he shares his business journey. In this interview, he

also talks about his success habits as well as his interests and hobbies.

A Peek at the Man of Steel and Glamor

MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS

27balita   April 15, 2021

By Rhea Vitto Tabora

STAR Rtn. Teddy B. Tee, Jr.



Rhea Vitto Tabora (RVT): From a humble beginning with a small office in Binondo to becoming one
of the most trusted distributors of steel products in the Philippines—how did you do that?

Teddy B. Tee, Jr. (TBT): First, by identifying and focusing on our target market. We asked and studied who
are the users of our steel products. Knowing what our customers want and why would they buy from us is
very important. Second, we made sure we give the customers what they want. 

From this basic premise, we set up goals and executed the plan on how to satisfy our customers. 

Moreover, we made sure our target customers know we exist in the market. Communicating and marketing
your brand to customers is equally important.

STAR Rtn. Teddy B. Tee, Jr.

A Peek at the Man of Steel and Glamor

MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS
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RVT: What motivated you to
venture into steel business?

TBT: Our family had a small
hardware store, started by my
father. After finishing college and
working outside of the family
business for one year, I decided I
should focus on growing the
business that my father
established. 

I started learning about the
business from scratch and then I
decided—from selling hundreds of
hardware items, I would focus on
just selling steel products.

We transformed
our small, obscure
hardware store to 
a household name 

in the steel industry.
This is something
we are proud of. 



MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS
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RVT: What is your favorite thing
about your businesses?

TBT: The satisfaction I get from
growing my businesses. I love the
challenges they bring, and
overcoming the difficulties is
gratifying for me. Being in control
of having your own business is also
something I like. 

RVT: What is the coolest thing you have implemented as a business leader?

TBT: By and large, that would be improving and overhauling the total operation and system of the company.
Thus, I was able to grow the business faster in terms of scale and revenue. 

Also, by implementing aggressive marketing and branding. We transformed our small, obscure hardware store
to a household name in the steel industry. This is something we are proud of. 

RVT: Steel business and
modelling agency cum events
management—that’s a unique
combination of businesses to
own and manage. What made
you start a modelling agency?

TBT: I just love meeting and being
with beautiful ladies. I appreciate
the looks of models which I see in
magazines and on television, so I
decided to open a modeling
agency to meet lovely models. That
was my initial motivation. 

And I appreciate and welcome the idea that I am responsible and accountable to a lot of people—I take pride
in that.

STAR Rtn. Teddy B. Tee, Jr.

A Peek at the Man of Steel and Glamor



MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS
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RVT: What are your success habits?

TBT: Being focused on my goals, especially, when I was just starting out. Trite it may sound, I would credit
my determination and hard work to my success. Plus, I believe in luck and timing. I just got lucky. 

RVT: What are you most proud of?

TBT: My insistence, determination and obsession in growing our company. 

RVT: If you could give one piece of advice to a neophyte entrepreneur, what would it be?

TBT: Stay humble, be passionate about what you are doing, be curious, and ask for help. Never be afraid
to take risks and experiment. And always improve and offer something better to your customers. 

STAR Rtn. Teddy B. Tee, Jr.

A Peek at the Man of Steel and Glamor



MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS
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RVT: What are your interests and hobbies? What do you do when you are not at work?

TBT: I enjoy playing basketball and golf. My interests include whiskey, cigars, traveling, shopping, and movies.

RVT: What inspired you to join the Rotary Club of Manila? 

TBT: I like the values and camaraderie I see in Rotary. 

RVT: How did the experience change your outlook in life?

TBT: I realized that being in RCM would help me in becoming a better person, a better man. I appreciate being with
people who share the same values, who push and support me. I get inspiration from my fellow Rotarians and aspire
to improve myself. 

STAR Rtn. Teddy B. Tee, Jr.

A Peek at the Man of Steel and Glamor
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Manila Rotarians Attend Meeting of Rotary Club
of Washington D.C. Where Philippine Ambassador

to the USA Babe Romualdez was Speaker

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE

balita   April 22, 2021

Manila Rotarians attended the Meeting of the Rotary Club of Washington D.C. last April 15, 2021 at 12:30 am
(Manila Standard Time) (April 14, 2021, 12:30 pm, Eastern Standard Time) via Zoom virtual platform where
the Guest of Honor and Speaker was His Excellency Jose Manuel “Babe” G. Romualdez, Ambassador of the
Republic of the Philippines to the United States of America and Past Vice President of the Rotary Club of
Manila. Present were President Bobby Joseph, IPP Jackie Rodriguez, ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, Dir. Hans
Palacios, AS Henry Go, PDG Vince Carlos, PDG Obet Pagdanganan, PDG Rudy Bediones, RCManila
Foundation, Inc. President/Board Adviser PP Susing Pineda, BLA Amading Valdez, PD Nick Locsin, PD Abe
Pascual, PE/PVP Chito Zaldarriaga, DE John Cutter, Rtn. Bernd Schneider, Rtn. Karl Leung, Rtn. Matt
Chiogioji, STAR Rtn. Sean Rodriguez, STAR Rtn. Martin Romualdez, STAR Rtn. Teddy Tee, Jr., STAR Rtn. JB
Pallasique, Honorary Member His Excellency Harald Fries, Ambassador of Sweden to the Republic of the
Philippines and Rotary Club of Manila Member Nominee Marius Angara.
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INTERNATIONAL SERVICE
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Manila Rotarians Attend Meeting of Rotary Club
of Washington D.C. Where Philippine Ambassador

to the USA Babe Romualdez was Speaker
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INTERNATIONAL SERVICE
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Manila Rotarians Attend Meeting of Rotary Club
of Washington D.C. Where Philippine Ambassador

to the USA Babe Romualdez was Speaker
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Intercountry Committees
Opening Opportunities for Peace

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE
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2021 Virtual Convention

balita   April 22, 2021

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE



The Circle of Centennial Rotary Clubs (CCRC) held a meeting last April 19, 2021 via Zoom
virtual platform. Present from the Board of Advisers were Rotary Club of Calcutta Centenary
President Purnendu Roychowdhury, Rotary Club of Calcutta Past President Saumen Ray, Rotary
Club of Shanghai Past President/Centennial President Terri Lau, Rotary Club of Shanghai
PP/PAG Andrew Hill, IPP Jackie Rodriguez and PD Nick Locsin. Others present were President
Bobby Joseph, ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, Rtn. Juan Montel, Rtn. Karl Leung and ES Anna Kun
Toledo. Among the items taken up for discussion during the meeting were updates on
prospective new CCRC members Rotary Club of Kirkcaldy and Rotary Club of Tokyo, updates
on the status of the CCRC booth in the 2021 Virtual Convention, CCRC application as a Rotary
Action Group, the role of CCRC in projects proposed to it, the main thrust of CCRC, Know Your
Clubs Forms submitted by prospective new members as well as scheduling of the first meeting
that will include the new clubs of CCRC.
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Rotary Club of Manila and Carlos P. Romulo Foundation
for Peace and Development Bestow the Ambassador

Carlos P. Romulo Award for Excellence in Diplomatic
Relations to Swedish Ambassador Harald Fries
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Diplomatic Work Experience

2016 -                  Ambassador to the Philippines
2010 - 2016         Director, Deputy Head of EU Department, Ministry for Foreign Affairs
2005 - 2010        Minister, Permanent Mission of Sweden to the UN, New York
2002 - 2005       Director, Head of UN Section, Ministry for Foreign Affairs
1999 -2002          Deputy Director, Head of Development Bank Section, Ministry for Foreign Affairs
1995 - 1999           First Secretary, Permanent Mission of Sweden to the UN, Geneva
1991 - 1995            Second Secretary, Embassy of Sweden, Manila
1989 - 1991            Desk Officer, Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Other Work Experience

1984-1989             Ericsson Inc., Stockholm
1981-1984              Research Institute of Industrial Economics, Stockholm
1977-1978              IBM Sweden 

Education

1979-1981               University of Southern California, Master of Arts (Economics)
1975-1979              Stockholm School of Economics, Bachelor of Arts
1974-1975              Military training

Languages

Swedish (mother tongue)
English (fluent)
German (medium)
Spanish (medium)
French (medium)

Rotary Club of Manila and Carlos P. Romulo Foundation
for Peace and Development Bestow the Ambassador

Carlos P. Romulo Award for Excellence in Diplomatic
Relations to Swedish Ambassador Harald Fries
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PROFILE OF AMBASSADOR HARALD FRIES

Birthdate: 15 June 1956

Family

    Wife: Susan B. Fries

    Sons: Carl-Fredrik Fries (b. 1996)

              Axel Fries (b. 1997)
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July 14, 2020

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 
 
An Opportunity has now opened doors for our
club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club.   With only
US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution, you
can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.
 
We have members who have risen to donor
levels that have earned them significant point
values.   Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie
Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, IPVP Hermie
Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet
Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness
to share the points they have earned to allow
Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul
Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution of 
US$ 500.00 instead of the regular   US$
1,000.00. 
 
Contributions can easily  be made by enrolling
in  www.rotary.org  using your R.I. Identification
Number.  Once enrolled, you are allowed to
learn Rotary, increase your circle of friendship
and contribute conveniently using the website. 
 
We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of
service-oriented people who believe that our
congregation is a means to share our blessings
to the less fortunate communities globally.  The
Rotary Foundation is the funding arm of global
humanitarian undertakings of Rotary
International.  It was formally named in 1917 and
the first trustees were appointed after Rotary
International President Arch Klumph proposed
for the establishment of an endowment for the
purpose of doing good in the world.   The first
grant of US$ 500 benefitted the International
Society for Crippled Children (Easter Seals).
History marks the milestone projects of The
Rotary Foundation such a scholarship for
international graduate study, the elimination of 

Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World Peace
Forum, among others.   Under the Rotary’s 7
Areas of Service Focus, namely, Peace and
Conflict Prevention/Resolution, Disease
Prevention and Treatment, Water and
Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic
Education and Literacy, Economic and
Community Development and lastly, Supporting
the Environment, Rotary International and The
Rotary Foundation have made themselves
relevant to developing communities globally.
 
All these services would not have been made
possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,
who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become
members of The Rotary Foundation through a
minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  
 
We are currently working on a Global Grants
for COVID-19 and other community-related
projects. Your contribution will significantly
improve the community living of our target
beneficiaries.
 
For any assistance, please feel free to contact
me.
 

Yours in the service of Rotary, 
 

ROMEO THADDEUS LIAMZON 
Vice President
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation
RY 2020-2021 
 

Noted by:
 

ROBERT L. JOSEPH, JR. 
President
RY 2020-2021

An Invitation to Join the Roster of Paul Harris Fellows
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The Rotary Foundation (TRF) A Year of Transformation
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Manila Rotarians Attend The Rotary Foundation
Grant Management and Stewardship Seminar
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PE/PVP Chito Zaldarriaga, DE/VP Thad Liamzon and EA Maricon Bigcas attended The Rotary
Foundation Grant Management and Stewardship Seminar hosted by the Rotary Club of Quirino
Manila Central last April 17, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform.
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PVP Babe Romualdez Bestowed Honorary
Membership in Rotary Club of Washington D.C.

His Excellency Jose Manuel “Babe” G. Romualdez, Ambassador of the Republic of the
Philippines to the United States of America and Past Vice President of the Rotary Club of
Manila, was bestowed the title of Honorary Member in the Rotary Club of Washington D.C.
during its Meeting last April 15, 2021 (Manila)/April 14, 2021 (Washington D.C.) via Zoom
virtual platform where he was Guest of Honor and Speaker.
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Club Secretary Reggie Yu Conducts Parliamentary
Procedure Workshop for JCI Kuala Lumpur

Club Secretary Reggie Yu conducted a
“Parliamentary Procedure Workshop” for
JCI Kuala Lumpur last April 15, 2021 via
Zoom virtual platform.
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STAR Rtn. Teddy Kalaw Featured in Singapore
Institute of Arbitrators Newsletter March 2021 Issue
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STAR Rtn. Teddy Kalaw Featured in Singapore
Institute of Arbitrators Newsletter March 2021 Issue
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President Bobby Joseph is Interviewed by IBC 13
on Rotary Club of Manila Donation
of 90,000 Face Masks to Pasay City

President Bobby Joseph was interviewed by a reporter of IBC-13 on the Rotary
Club of Manila’s donation of 90,000 face masks from Rtn. Kenji Mori of the
Rotary Club of Kuzuha to Pasay City as Pasay City Mayor Rtn. Emi Calixto-
Rubiano and DE/VP Thad Liamzon look on.
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INTERCLUB RELATIONS
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President Bobby Joseph and SDG Alvin Lacambacal
Attend Rotary District 3810 Area Meeting

President Bobby Joseph and SDG Alvin Lacambacal attended the Area Meeting of Rotary
International District 3810 held last April 20, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform.
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President Bobby Joseph and SDG Alvin Lacambacal
Attend Rotary District 3810 Area Meeting

President Bobby Joseph and
SDG Alvin Lacambacal
attended the Area Meeting
of Rotary International
District 3810 held last April
20, 2021 via Zoom virtual
platform.
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Rotary Action Groups

Source: www.rotary.org 
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OTHER MATTERS

QUOTES ON LIFE
by PP Frank Evaristoby PP Frank Evaristo

1.) “If you want me to die early, you must pray harder.” 
     - Rodrigo R. Duterte, 16th President of the Republic of the Philippines 

2.) “Instead of buying your children all the things you never had, you should teach them all the things you were
      never taught. Material wears out, but knowledge stays.” - Bruce Lee

3.)  “Let us not remain indifferent.  Let us not live a one-way faith, a faith that receives but does not give, a 
      faith that accepts the gift but does not give it in return. Having received that mercy, they become merciful 
      in return.” - Pope Francis

4.)  “He has, quite simply, been my strength and stay all these years.” 
       - Her Majesty Queen  Elizabeth, on Prince Philip

5.)  “Let us remember the past with gratitude, live the present with enthusiasm, and look forward to the future
       with confidence.” - Pope John Paul, II

6.)  “Someone observed that before, people from the province were excited and happy to welcome people 
      from Metro Manila who might be bringing gifts and goodies. Not anymore. They are afraid and they stay 
      away, as they might be bringing the virus so deadly.” - Rev. Fr. Jerry Orbos, SVD

7.) “It is natural for Filipinos to look for their leaders during crisis.”
      - Maria Leonor G. Robredo, 14th Vice President of the Republic of the Philippines

8.) “Vaccine for CoVid-19 should be made readily available to everyone, especially those who couldn’t afford
      it. Getting vaccinated is important in order for us to feel secure, knowing that we’re already protected 
      from the virus. I also hope that the government will be able to provide for those who are struggling 
      financially. While, yes, people like us will no longer line up for the vaccines so that more from the less 
      privileged get to avail of them, we still don’t know how to get hold of them ourselves.” 
      - Zanjoe Marudo, Actor and CoVid-19 Survivor

9.)  “God taught us a lot. He taught us so much. He taught us the value of hard work, being kind to people, 
      the power of the mind and the dedication and commitments to our duties.” - Mariel Icban, daughter of 
      the late Dr. Crispulo Icban, Jr., Editor-in-Chief & Publisher, Manila Bulletin

10.)  “Motivate yourself, don't listen to those people who only see your mistakes.”

11.)  “Life is too precious, do not destroy it.  Life is life, fight for it.” - Mother Teresa

12.)  “If you can't do anything about it, then let it go. Don't be a prisoner to things you can’t change.” 
       - Tony Gaskins

13.)  “Parents don't need your tears when they die. They need your hugs, laughter, love, and care while still 
       alive, life is short.”

14.)  “Never blame anyone in your life. Good people give you happiness. Bad people give you experience. 
        Worst people give you a lesson. Best people give you memories.” - Zig Ziglar

15.)  “Leadership is never given on a silver platter. One has to earn it.” - Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 
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