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Let Swedish-Philippine Bilateral Relations bring Asia's First Rotary

Club back to the groove as Solar Power Engineering and Technical
and Reference Books Trading make Classification Talks with the

foremost experts, a welcome move.  It's time to MARCH to the music
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

RCM Hymn

Philippine Rotary Hymn

The Rotarian Pledge

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP

Invocation and Special prayers                                                       
for the healing and speedy recovery of 
PP Cesar Ubaldo, Rtn. Butch Tamayo,  
PVP Mike Guerrero, and PVP Lance Masters

Zoom Weekly Membership Luncheon Meeting

Rotary Year 2020-2021

Thursday, March 4, 2021, 12:00 PM

11:00 AM                   Registration and Zoom In 

1. Program Technical Moderators
 
2. Program Moderator/Facilitator/ChikaTalk

Rtn. Tobi Rast /
EA Sol Troniado-Encarnacion
IPD Issam Eldebs

11:55 AM  Zoom Meeting House Rules

12:00 PM                   Call to Order Pres. Bobby Joseph

Rtn. PJ Garcia                                                           

Philippine National Anthem       AVP of RCM Members

Sec. Reggie Yu

The Four (4) Way Test 

Introduction of Visiting Rotarians and Guests IPD Issam Eldebs
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Welcome Song AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

President's Time Pres. Bobby Joseph

Maligayang Bati

Happy Birthday Song 

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of Birthday Celebrants

STAR Rtn. Shigeru Shimoda

March 1        IPBLA Raji Mendoza                March 7        IPVP Hermie Esguerra
March 2       PVP Fausto Presyler, Jr.                              Rtn. Tong Payumo
March 6       Rtn. Mari Antuñez                                           Rtn. Jun Alvarez

balita   March 4, 2021



PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Classification Talks Rtn. Jerry A. Agnes
President
Crossover Technology Inc.
Classification: Engineering 
                        - Solar EPC

PT Hector “Chito” O. Tagaysay
Founder/President and CEO
Filway Marketing, Inc.
Classification: Trading
      - Technical and Reference Books

12:30 PM                  

04

Open Forum

Presentation of Certificates of Appreciation Pres. Bobby Joseph

IPVP Hermie Esguerra

Programs Committee Chairman

Attested by:

Sec. Reggie Yu

2:00 PM                  Meeting Adjournment Pres. Bobby Joseph

Zoom Weekly Membership Luncheon Meeting

Rotary Year 2020-2021

Thursday, March 4, 2021, 12:00 PM

balita   March 4, 2021

1:15 PM                  Introduction of Guest of Honor and Speaker PVP Fausto Preysler, Jr.

Address: His Excellency HARALD FRIES
Ambassador of Sweden to the Republic of the Philippines

Honorary Member, Rotary Club of Manila
Guest of Honor and Speaker

Topic : “Sweden and its Relations with the Philippines”



PROFILE OF GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER 

HIS EXCELLENCY HARALD FRIES
Ambassador of Sweden to the Republic of the Philippines

Honorary Member, Rotary Club of Manila
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Birthdate: 15 June 1956

Family

Wife: Susan Fries
Sons: Carl-Fredrik Fries (b. 1996)
         Axel Fries (b. 1997)

Diplomatic Work Experience

2016
2010-2016  
2005-2010  
2002-2005  
1999-2002  
1995-1999  
1991-1995  
1989-1991  

Ambassador to the Philippines
Director, Deputy Head of EU Department, Ministry for Foreign Affairs
Minister, Permanent Mission of Sweden to the UN, New York
Director, Head of UN Section, Ministry for Foreign Affairs
Deputy Director, Head of Development Bank Section, Ministry for Foreign Affairs
First Secretary, Permanent Mission of Sweden to the UN, Geneva
Second Secretary, Embassy of Sweden, Manila
Desk Officer, Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Other Work Experience

1984-1989 
1981-1984  
1977-1978  

Ericsson, Stockholm
Research Institute of Industrial Economics, Stockholm
IBM Sweden 

Education

1979-1981 
1975-1979  
1974-1975  

University of Southern California, Master of Arts (Economics)
Stockholm School of Economics, Bachelor of Arts
Military training

Languages

Swedish (mother tongue)
English (fluent)
German (medium)
Spanish (medium)
French (medium)



PROFILE OF CLASSIFICATION SPEAKER
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Rtn. JERRY A. AGNES
President

Crossover Technology Inc.

Home Address: 8 Alpine St., Merville Park Subdivision, Parañaque City

Date of Birth: May 6, 1956

Place of Birth : Aliaga, Nueva Ecija 

Educational Attainment

Bachelor of Science n Radio & Electronics Engineering (1977)
FEATI University, Manila 

Top Management Program (1997)
Asian Institute of Management
Makati City

Work Experience

Amkor Technology Philippines, Inc. (a semiconductor company) 
Position : President and Country Manager 

Airfreight 2100 (a logistics company) 
Position : President 

Crossover Technology Inc. (a solar EPC current company) 
Position : President & CEO



PT HECTOR "CHITO" O. TAGAYSAY
Founder/President & CEO

Filway Marketing, Inc.
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PROFILE OF CLASSIFICATION SPEAKER

Date of Birth:        June 22, 1941
Name of Spouse:  ARMINE ANTONIO TAGAYSAY
Children:               PATRICIA A. TAGAYSAY                   AB Economics, Ateneo de Manila University
                                                                                     MBA    New York University
                             ALFONSO "Cholo" A. TAGAYSAY     AB Economics  Ateneo de Manila University

Educational Background
Ateneo de Manila     Grade School   1953
Ateneo de Manila     High School     1957
Ateneo de Manila     AB Economics  1961
Ateneo de Manila.    MBA units (no thesis)

Business Background
1961- 1962    Equitable Insurance    (Marine Claims Processor)
1963- 1967   Consolidated Bank      (Credit Appraiser)
1967-1975    P.F. Collier, Inc.            (Administration/Credit & Collection)
1975 to Present    Filway Marketing, Inc.     Founder/ President &CEO

Affiliations
1997   President, Ateneo Alumni Association
2000-2017   Chairman, Ateneo Scholarship Foundation Inc.
2006 to Present  Chairman, Acts of Hope for the Nation Foundation, Inc. (AHON FOUNDATION, Inc.)

Rotary Background
Joined the Rotary Club of Diliman in 1978
Served as President, RY 1981-1982
Appointed District Governor Representative, RY 1983-1984
Became Paul Harris Fellow

Joined the Rotary Club of Manila in 1993
Served as Treasurer, RY 2011-2012, RY 2014-2015, RY 2016-2017
Paul Harris Fellow 1990, 2013, 2018

      Outstanding Club Service Award, RY 2014-2015

Hobbies and Interests
Golf, Basketball, Chess, Watching NBA games and Documentary Movies



Dear Colleagues in Service,

Although we skipped one meeting last Thursday,
February 25, 2021, because of the holiday, we spent
the day usefully by organizing a bloodletting activity
with Red Cross at Programs Committee Chairman
IPVP Hermie Esguerra's farm in Lipa, Batangas. Thank
you, Programs Committee Chairman IPVP Hermie
Esguerra and the other members who joined the
project.

The next day, Friday, February 26, 2021, was the Rah
Rah Rah Campaign of IPP Jackie Rodriguez wherein
we encouraged members to bring their prospective
guests to join the briefing at Manila Elks Club in
Makati City. It is the dream of the Board to invite the
best of the best to join RCM.

RCM is active with our sister and other clubs through
our Ambassador of Goodwill Program, collaborating
with domestic and international Rotary Clubs. 

Another program is our Circle of Centennial Rotary
Clubs (CCRC), which is getting more member clubs
that have been serving humanity for over 100 years.
RCM is the first Chair of CCRC. PD Nick Locsin,
International Director, is very active in coordinating
and meeting with the Rotary Club of Calcutta, the
Rotary Club of Shanghai and other clubs which are
fulfilling the entry requirement, meeting with their
presidents and submitting some information. We
shall await their completion of formalities. I have
been attending meetings with the Rotary Club of
Madrid, the Rotary Club of Seattle 4, the Rotary
Club of Minneapolis 9 and the Rotary Club of
Washington DC. Our other Ambassadors are working
on some clubs. These projects were initiated by IPP
Jackie Rodriguez, PDG Vince Carlos, DE/VP Thad
Liamzon, PD Nick Locsin, Rtn. Juan Montel and a few
more during his term. 

We shall organize sports activities and
tournaments that are targeting non-Rotarians to
entice them to join us. The first Chair volunteer is
Chairnan of Membership PVP Fausto Preysler, Jr.
When we go back to normal, we may be able to
invite our members to join and propose different
events.

In March, we will have another Council of Past
Presidents Meeting to be chaired by PDG Vince
Carlos who did a fantastic job in chairing last
month’s Past Presidents Meeting with the
undersigned as special guest. Through his
initiative, we clarified matters to their
satisfaction. We encourage participants to share
positive and creative ideas and invite younger
members who are successful leaders in their own
rights.

We urge our colleagues to invite new members to
increase our membership and hit our target
‘Beyond 225’. 

So far, we have inducted 14 Rotarians, plus three
(3) new members by next week.  We now have a
total of 17 new members. The highest number of
recruits from 2014 to 2019 was 17. We will do our
best to invite quality members who are committed
and want to actively contribute to the success of
RCM. Let us make RCM stronger and do our part
in changing lives and improving communities all
over the world.

PRESIDENT'S CORNER
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Let us make RCM stronger and do
our part in changing lives and

improving communities
all over the world.



Last Saturday, we were able to turn over the donation of CoVid-19 test kits worth Php
4,000,000.00 to Batangas Governor Dodo Mandanas. Incidentally, he was IPP Jackie Rodriguez’s
high school buddy at La Salle. The Governor was very hospitable and gracious. He gave us an
overview of the development and prospects of the growing province. We were there with IPP
Jack Rodriguez, Chairman IPVP Hermie Esguerra and Rtn. Juan Montel. Other CoVid-19 test kit
beneficiaries were the cities of Pasay and Parañaque, and the municipality of Taytay. This
completes our Php 16,600,000.00 worth of CoVid-19t test kit donations.

Things are happening with God’s blessings. I am glad with the turn of events. So much
transformation is happening in our Club and the Districts in the country. Our Save Manila Bay is
also in full blast because of the leadership of the President and DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu. 

I’m thanking everyone for your relentless support and valuable contribution.

Skal! Cheers! Mabuhay!

Your Servant President,

Robert “Bobby” Lim Joseph, Jr.
President
RY 2020-2021
(101st President)

PRESIDENT'S CORNER
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Rtn. Tobi Rast, assisted by EA Sol Troniado-
Encarnacion, as Program Technical Moderator

The Rotary Club of Manila
Audiovisual Presentation of the

Philippine National Anthem

The World Famous Music Chorale Audiovisual
Presentation of the RCM Hymn and the singing

of the Philippine Rotary Hymn

President Bobby Joseph calls
the meeting to order.

THE WEEK THAT WAS

10

STAR Rtn. Sean Rodriguez, as Program Moderator/
Facilitator, calls the day’s sequential order of

activities.

Rtn. Geof Yu delivers

an Invocation and Special Prayer.

DE Noy Benedicto recites the Rotarian Pledge as a perfect
prelude in fostering and strengthening ties amongst fellow
Rotarians by way of reinforcing their resolve in furtherance

of Service Above Self.

Rtn. Mike Guarin leads the recitation of the
Four (4) Way Test for Manila Rotarians to

renew their commitment to the Rotary
movement. 
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THE WEEK THAT WAS

The World Famous Music Chorale
singing the Welcome Song

President Bobby Joseph delivers his message
during the President’s Time.
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Program Moderator/Facilitator STAR Rtn. Sean
Rodriguez introduces guests and Visiting Rotarians.

The World Famous Music Chorale singing
the happy birthday song
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STAR Rtn. Sean Rodriguez, Program Moderator/Facilitator, acknowledges the week’s birthday
celebrants, namely, Rtn. Jordan Pizarras, Rtn. Klaus Mueller, Rtn. Jun Aventura, Rtn. Dante Gierran,

PSAA Gunter Matschuck and Rtn. Dicky Yujuico, which was followed by an audiovisual presentation of
the World Famous Music Chorale singing the happy birthday song.



THE WEEK THAT WAS

An open forum immediately followed right after the Classification Talks of Rtn. Mon Alberto and
Rtn. Tobi Rast. Among those who participated in the open forum were VPE Henning Karcher,

PSAA Gunter Matschuck, BLA Amading Valdez, DE John Michael Cutter, PE/PVP Chito
Zaldarriaga, PS Ivan Uy, PD Beda Fajardo, PD Oscar del Rosario, Programs Committee

Chairman IPVP Hermie Esguerra, President Bobby Joseph and Dir. Celso Abastillas.

President Bobby Joseph delivers his response
and thereafter, adjourns the meeting.

12

Rtn. Mon Alberto and Rtn. Tobi Rast deliver their Classification Talks.
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Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

Swedish-Philippine bilateral relations are brought to fore with Solar Power Engineering and
Technical and Reference Books Trading spicing up the Weekly Membership Meeting of Asia’s First
Rotary Club. Let Rtn. JERRY AGNES and PT CHITO TAGAYSAY bring Classification Talks to a whole
new level before His Excellency HARALD FRIES gives his take on Swedish-Philippine cooperative
efforts.

Let’s usher in our March with cadence.

Very truly yours,

IPVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
Programs Committee Chairman
RY 2020-2021

From the Programs Committee

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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Attendance

RCM Members’  Attendance Report,  RY 2020-2021

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues

for RY 2020-2021
(As of March 3, 2021, 10:00 AM)

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues

for RY 2020-2021
(As of March 3, 2021, 10:00 AM)



A:  The following item in the Code of Policies is authoritative:

 

      “4.2.1.5 Music Committee

To perform the Musical Portion and other Special Entertainment Number during the weekly

RCM luncheon meetings and other functions outside the Club upon invitation. Raises funds

for deserving charitable initiatives through the annual “Christmas Carolling” activity.”
 

 

A:  The following item in the Code of Policies is authoritative:

 

      “4.2.1.3.2. Recognition/Fining Session

The prime objective of this function is to recognize RCM members in a very

innovative, informative and interesting manner to encourage fellowship and

liven up the conduct of the regular Thursday luncheon meetings.

 

NOTE: “Real Fining” require the prior approval of the board and concurrence

by those to be fined.”
 

“4.2.1.7.4 Rotary Education / Rotary Information
                                                           
Disseminates information about Rotary to all RCM members including prospective and new,
stressing the benefits and responsibilities of membership and the opportunities for service that
Rotary affords, and convey the changes in Rotary policies and programs to the club’s
membership. This function also ensures that new-member education and orientation is
effective. Likewise, it should assign an experienced mentor to each new member to aid in
his assimilation into the club.

x x x”

A:  The following item in the Code of Policies is authoritative:

Know Your Club Constitution, By-laws and Policies

Q:  What is the role of the Music Committee?

Q:  What is the role of the Rotary Education/Rotary

      Information Sub-Committee?

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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Q:  Is a Recognition/Fining Session allowed in the Rotary

      Club of Manila?
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Rotary Club of Manila Board of Directors

for RY 2020-2021 Holds Special Meeting

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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The Board of Directors of the Rotary Club of Manila for RY 2020-2021 held a Special Meeting
last February 19, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were President Bobby Joseph,
ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, DE/VP Thad Liamzon, DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani, Treasurer Karlo
Castro, Dir. Hans Palacios, IPP Jackie Rodriguez, RCManila Foundation Chairman/Programs
Committee Chairman IPVP Hermie Esguerra, BLA Amading Valdez, AT/Dir. Jujut Enriquez,
RCManila Foundation President/Board Adviser PP Susing Pineda, Club Secretary Reggie Yu, ES
Anna Kun Toledo and AS Henry Go.



PDG Romy  M. Del Rosario Rotary Information

Committee Holds Briefing

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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The PDG Romy M. del Rosario Rotary Information Committee held a briefing last February 22, 2021 via
Zoom virtual platform. Present were Chairman PDG Alex Cureg, PP Romy Nones, DE/VP Thad Liamzon,
ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, Club Secretary Reggie Yu, Rtn. Manny Blanco and ES Anna Kun Toledo.
Prospective members present upon whom the briefing was conducted were Tony Meloto, Richard Lim
and Joel Talampas.



Meet the Newly-inducted STAR Rotarians

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

GARCIA, HERBERT JOEY “JOEY” B.
Born: August 17, Married to Nel Garcia

SPONSORS: DE/Dir. Albert S. Alday, STAR Rtn. Lance Tan and DE/VP Thad Liamzon
2021 Filipino
Restaurants - Japanese
EVP/COO, Rairaken Restaurant Group

OFFICE: 2877 Finlandia St., Brgy. San Isidro, Makati City
Tel: (02) 8 889-3664
Email Address: titanjoey2020@gmail.com

SEVILLA, LUIS ANGELO “L.A.” L.
Born: August 10, Married to Jasmin N. Sevilla

SPONSOR: DE/Dir. Albert S. Alday, Sec. Reggie Yu and DE/VP Thad Liamzon
2021 Filipino
Airconditioning and Refrigeration - Contracting
President, F.R. Sevilla Industrial and Development Corporation

OFFICE: Sevilla Bldg., Arty 2 St., Talipapa, Novaliches, Quezon City
Tel: (02) 8 930-8888
Email Address: la@frsevilla.com, luisangelo.sevilla@gmail.com 

TEE, TEDDY B., JR.
Born: February 4, Married November 25 to Lynnie Ang

SPONSOR: Sec. Reggie Yu 
2021 Filipino
Steel Products - Distributing
President , Powersteel Corporation

OFFICE: 1017 Vicente Cruz St., Sampaloc, Manila        
Tel: (02) 8831-0000
Email: teddyteejr@hotmail.com

16th Floor, High Street South, Corporate Plaza Tower 2, Bonifacio Global City,
Taguig City
Email: teddytee@powersteel.asia
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Meet the Newly-inducted STAR Rotarians

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

21balita   March 4, 2021

ZIALCITA, XAVIER “XAVY” Y.
Born: January 5, Married November 27 to Eliza Barbara G. Bengson

SPONSOR: DE/Dir. Albert Alday, Sec. Reggie Yu and DE/VP Thad Liamzon
2021 Filipino
Finance and Investments - Investment House
First Vice President, RCBC Capital Corporation

OFFICE: 21st Floor Tower 2, RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Avenue, Makati City
Tel: (02) 8 894-9000
Email Address: xyzialcita@rcbc.com

SOLER, JOSE ANTONIO “CHE” A.
Born: September 13

SPONSOR: Rtn. Juan Montel
2021 Filipino
Machinery/Equipment-Potable Water Processing
President, SUMMA Water Resources, Inc.

OFFICE: 369 Dr. Sixto Antonio Avenue, 
                Maybunga, Pasig City
Tel: (02) 7 576-3296 / (02) 8 288-1529
Email Address: jasoler@summawater.com



Rotary Club of Manila Donates School Supplies

to Cancer-stricken Children of PGH

BASIC EDUCATION AND LITERACY
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The Rotary Club of Manila donated school supplies consisting of pencils, pens, books and children’s
educational materials to the cancer-stricken children of the Philippine General Hospital in Manila
last February 24, 2021. Present were Dir. Hans Palacios, Chairman DE John Michael Cutter, IPP
Jackie Rodriguez and Nurse Luisa who received the donations on behalf of the hospital.



Rotary Club of Manila Signs MOU with JCI Makati

COMMUNITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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President Bobby Joseph signed a Memorandum of Understanding on behalf of the
Rotary Club of Manila with JCI Makati represented by its 2021 LO President JCI Mem.
Lawrence “Lance” Tan who happens to be a STAR Rotarian of the Rotary Club of Manila
last February 18, 2021 at the Riviera Cafe of The Heritage Hotel Manila in Pasay City.
Witnessing this were DE/Dir. Farid Schoucair, DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani, ASAG/DE/Dir.
Albert Alday, IPP Jackie Rodriguez, PP Frank Evaristo, BLA Amading Valdez, PDG Rudy
Bediones, AT/Dir. Jujut Enriquez and Dir. Celso Abastillas.



by STAR Rtn. Lance Tan

JCI Makati headed by its President JCI Mem./STAR Rtn. Lawrence “Lance” Tan together with Rotary Club of
Manila headed by its President Bobby Joseph forged a partnership in converting empty classrooms in Pasay City
to be the habitat of mushrooms while it is not yet being used.  The two organizations brought in 4,000
mushroom bags to Padre Zamora Elementary School in Pasay City last February 18, 2021.  The event was
attended by the 201 Barangay Chairmen and Councilors of Pasay City.  Mushroom to Classroom is a project
that the City of Pasay supports through the office of Rtn. Mayor Emi Calixto Rubiano, Councilor Joey Calixto
Isidro, and Councilor Mark Calixto.

The whole day event included a seminar on how to grow the mushrooms, how to harvest, creation of different
finished products and how to make the business of mushroom growing and production sustainable.  Pasay City
also launched it’s own mushroom store for distribution of harvested raw mushrooms headed by the office of
Councilor Joey Isidro.

Mushroom to Classroom Project is expected to be a sustainable long-running program of the targeted
beneficiaries of 201 Barangays in Pasay City.

Rotary Club of Manila and JCI Makati

Undertake Mushroom to Classroom Project

COMMUNITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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Rotary Club of Manila and JCI Makati

Undertake Mushroom to Classroom Project

COMMUNITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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Rotary Club of Manila Signs MOU with Ramon Aboitiz

Foundation Inc. to Plant and Grow 100 Million Trees

Under the RAFI-One to Three Project

SUPPORTING THE ENVIRONMENT
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The Rotary Club of Manila represented by President Bobby Joseph and IPP Jackie Rodriguez signed a

Memorandum of Understanding with the Ramon Aboitiz Foundation, Inc. (RAFI) represented by RAFI-One to

Three Executive Chair David Aboitiz and Miggo Bautista to plant and grow 100 million trees under T.R.E.E.S.

Project of the club. The ceremonial signing took place together with RAFI’s representative Miggo Bautista during

the Membership Night of the Rotary Club of Manila last February 26, 2021 at the Manila Elks Club in Makati City,

but, the document was actually signed by David Aboitiz last March 3, 2021 in his office and the parties met via

Zoom virtual platform in the presence of Rotary Club of South Davao President Inggy Bertelsen.



Rotary Club of Manila Signs MOU with Ramon Aboitiz

Foundation Inc. to Plant and Grow 100 Million Trees

Under the RAFI-One to Three Project

SUPPORTING THE ENVIRONMENT
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Rotary Club of Manila Signs MOU with Ramon Aboitiz

Foundation Inc. to Plant and Grow 100 Million Trees

Under the RAFI-One to Three Project
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Rtn. John Emyl G. Eugenio grew up in the family-owned
book business, C&E Publishing. The company, which
was founded in 1993, provides globally competitive
educational resources and solutions for the Philippine
academic and professional markets. 

Exposed to the publishing industry at a young age, it’s
no surprise books are in his DNA. Rtn. Emyl now serves
as the company’s Chief Operating Officer,
spearheading the company’s journey from the
traditional to an innovative, modern player in the
publishing industry.
 
Managing a family-owned and -run business is both
challenging and rewarding. The level of commitment
and dedication to deliver and do well is second to
none. Guided by his family values and the company’s
vision, Rtn. Emyl is passionate to make the business win
and be instrumental in driving the Philippine education
to greater heights. 

Here, he shares some benefits of running a family
business and paints a picture of the Philippine
publishing landscape. Get to know more about this
young, successful business leader with our Q&A. 

Rhea Vitto Tabora (RVT): How does it feel/what are the benefits of working in a family-run company?

John Emyl G. Eugenio (JGE): I feel proud to continue the legacy that comes with a family-run company. The
opportunity presents unique challenges to continually do well and do better, which fuels a drive within me to
deliver.

Given that the company has been in business since 1993, I am in the perfect position as its current Chief
Operating Officer to look at its growth and lead its expansion. I feel responsible for spearheading its shift
from traditional to modern ways of doing things. This comes into play for many aspects that need to be
looked into, including, succession planning and ultimately, transforming a traditional setup into a more
modernized organization with developed technologies, structures, and operations. Being in this position has
its benefits for reinforcing authority and command to make things correct and right.

At the end of the day, the work that I do and how I lead the organization
represents a more profound purpose: strengthening the company’s legacy

and being part of a tradition that places great value and benefit in education.

Rtn. John Emyl G. Eugenio:
A business-oriented family man with a purpose

29

MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS

by Rhea Vitto Tabora

balita   March 4, 2021



JGE: Highly-competitive, the Philippine publishing
industry spans a wide range of sectors – from basic
education to higher education, to libraries, and even
EdTech or Educational Technologies. Each business
segment carries its own competition, strategies, and
operations.

Understanding this through the lens of Porter’s Five
Forces, the barriers to entry are indeed high as it is
investment-heavy in terms of content development and
maintenance of technologies. It is also very skills-centric,
wherein your authors should be highly competitive,
knowledgeable, and able to keep up with the global
markets. This is just the tip of the iceberg; all of these
relate to only the product side.

The side of pricing is another matter altogether. Pricing-
wise, you also have new competitors offering products
at a lower cost. On the one hand, we cannot lower our
margins as we have to sustain a big organization and to
maintain a set standard of high-quality content for the
educational products we put out; but on the other hand,
our    institutional   partners     and   clients   rewardingly  

RVT: With the pandemic going on, what are the
publishing challenges and opportunities?

JGE: The ongoing pandemic hurled the publishing
industry into a sudden transformation. The campus
shutdowns were followed by various challenges,
including lower enrollment rates, increased price
sensitivity of customers, and schools moving to the use of
modules instead of textbooks. These challenges initially
made it difficult to move amidst a pandemic-hit market.

However, the focus and expertise of C&E ALS
specifically rely upon delivering adaptive learning
solutions. Now, more than ever, our institutional partners
need technology for distance learning. It has been a
significant opportunity for us to fulfill a gap by
addressing their specific needs while thriving to provide
learning solutions together with the necessary tech
support and premium content we offer.
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recognize  our   efforts  to  prioritize  quality  content. Often, sales are driven by how good the quality is.
Through this, we are able to uphold the company’s position at the forefront of the industry.

RVT: How competitive is the publishing industry in the Philippines?

RVT: What accomplishments are you most
proud of?

JGE: Working alongside others in the
organization, I believe that we all have our own
contributions to the company’s success.
Marking nearly three decades in the industry,
the company has surpassed numerous changes
and challenges throughout Philippine
education’s history.

Aside from the current pandemic, C&E ALS has
also previously faced a series of hurdles, with
the most notable ones being the low enrollment
rates for Nursing around ten years ago, the
transition to the K-12 Education System, and
the continuous need to be adaptive to the
ever-changing market trends, economic
conditions, and government policies.



These are just some of the programs and projects that Star Rtn. Lance Tan actively carries out and

supports.  

RVT: If you are to choose a character in a book who is most similar to you, who would you choose

and why?

JGE: As an entrepreneur, I relate to the professional characteristics portrayed by Michael Corleone in

Mario Puzo’s 1969 novel, The Godfather. His character as a business-driven visionary resonates with me

as a businessperson. Similarly, we both share a strong sense of responsibility to continue the family

business while showing high regard and loyalty for the family. Very intelligent and ruthless, we are both

guided by exceptional skills and strategies in business and leadership. Finally, similar to how he

successfully steered the Corleone family business to growth and expansion, as the company’s Chief

Operating Officer, I also reflect that level of motivation to get ahead as I spearhead the company’s

progress and drive the business forward. 
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Withstanding these challenges and turning them
into opportunities for success are
accomplishments I have been most proud of. At
C&E ALS, we come prepared knowing that
things are bound to happen in the future.
Whatever circumstance there is, we remain to
be adaptive, resilient, and innovative in our
approach. Instilling these values in the company
and cultivating a culture of adaptability and
forward-thinking are things I take pride in as the
company’s COO.



RVT: What’s one positive thing you’ve learned during this
pandemic?

JGE: Professionally, the pandemic taught me lessons on getting
our organization in shape and running amidst a crisis. Through
lockdowns and strict health measures, spearheading operations
is a big task, especially with the looming uncertainty clouding
the business sector. Fortunately, through the support and efforts
of our people, enforced by the motivation to survive, we were
able to transition and adapt successfully.

On a more personal note, in hindsight, the pandemic has
strengthened my sense of gratitude. Like most of us going
through this shared experience, I have found a deeper
appreciation for all blessings bestowed upon me. While I have
always been a family man, the pandemic and the past
lockdown have emphasized the great value in connecting and
appreciating our family and loved ones, together with the gifts
of health, work and safety.

RVT: What inspired you to join the Rotary Club of Manila? How did the experience change your
outlook in life?

JGE: In the true Rotary spirit, Service Above Self has been one of the driving forces behind my affiliation
with the Rotary Club of Manila.  As a member,  I find great fulfillment in helping  communities and  touching
base 
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RVT: What’s the last book you read that you couldn’t put
down?

JGE: Grit: The Power of Passion and Perseverance by Angela
Duckworth

with other services, such as healthcare, to further
extend our assistance.

More than a motto, Service Above Self has changed
my outlook by allowing me to look into a deeper
purpose – to contribute to a larger community while
sharing my expertise as we reach a common goal.

Being one of the Rotary Club’s youngest members, I
was privileged to learn from and exchange ideas with
my more experienced colleagues. Eventually,
translating learning into action has significantly
contributed to my personal and professional
development.



RVT: What are your interests and hobbies? What
do you do when you are not at work?

JGE: Outside work, I enjoy spending time with my
family, pursuing active and fulfilling hobbies such as
physical fitness and working out, and also mixing
music through my interest in DJing. 

I find that these hobbies help me cope as they serve
as great outlets to maintain mental stability –
something truly essential when handling a very
strenuous and taxing job.

RVT: If you are to introduce yourself and the only communication you could have is a single
paragraph, what would you write?

JGE: I am a business-oriented family man with a purpose. Driven with a vision and goal, I seek both
professional and personal development. Guided by integrity, I am highly competitive and purpose-
driven.  

I am a business-oriented
family man with a purpose.

Driven with a vision and
goal, I seek both professional
and personal development.
Guided by integrity, I am
highly competitive and

purpose-driven.  

Rtn. John Emyl G. Eugenio:
A business-oriented family man with a purpose

33balita   March 4, 2021

MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS

I find that these hobbies help me cope
as they serve as great outlets to

maintain mental stability.
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Rotary Club of Manila Members Attend the
Observance of World Understanding and Peace Day

of the Rotary Club of Colombo

The Board of Directors, Executive Officers and Members of the Rotary Club of Manila attended the meeting of the
Rotary Club of Colombo on the Observance of World Understanding and Peace Day with Past Rotary International
President K.R. “Ravi” Ravindran as Guest Speaker last February 23, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform which happened
to fall on World Rotary Day.
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Rotary Club of Manila Members Attend the
Observance of World Understanding and Peace Day

of the Rotary Club of Colombo



Circle of Centennial Rotary Clubs Holds Meeting

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE
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The Circle of Centennial Rotary Clubs held a meeting last March 2, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform.
Present were Rotary Club of Calcutta PP Purnendu Roychowdhury, Rotary Club of Minneapolis 9 PP Bill
Kuhlmann, Rotary Club of Minneapolis 9 PE Melissa Musliner, Rotary Club of Shanghai PP Terri Lau, Rotary
Club of Shanghai PAG Andrew Hill, Rotary Club of Manila IPP Jackie Rodriguez, Rotary Club of Manila
International Relations Chairman PD Nick Locsin and Rotary Club of Manila DE John Michael Cutter.



Rotary Club of Osaka East Donates US $3,000

to Rotary Club of Manila for Hospicio de San Jose

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE

37balita   March 4, 2021



PDG Rudy Bediones and IPVP Hermie Esguerra Attend
Charter Presentation of Inter-country Committee

Philippines-Taiwan 

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE
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PDG Rudy Bediones and Programs Committee Chairman IPVP Hermie Esguerra attended the Charter

Presentation of the Inter-Country Committee Philippines-Taiwan last February 24, 2021 at the

Ballroom of the OKADA Manila in Parañaque City.
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STAR Rtn. Jed Dayang Receives

Certificate of Recognition from DFA 

balita   March 4, 2021

STAR Rtn. Jed Dayang received a Certificate of Recognition last March 1, 2021 at the
Department of Foreign Affairs in Pasay City. The certificate was dated July 23, 2020.
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STAR Rtn. Jed Dayang Receives Certificate of Appreciation

from University of Asia and the Pacific
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STAR Rtn. Jed Dayang received a Certificate of Appreciation from the University of Asia
and the Pacific when he conducted a talk on “Security Challenges for the Philippines”

last February 16, 2021 via virtual platform.
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PD Beda Fajardo's Fajardo Law Offices Chosen

as Boutique Maritime Law Firm in the Philippines for 2021
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ASAG/DE/DIR. Albert Alday Receives Presidential Award

from JCI Manileña
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ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday received the Presidential Award as Local Community Partner  from JCI
Manileña during its 41st Induction and Turnover Ceremonies last February 21, 2021 at the Blue Leaf
Cosmopolitan in Libis, Quezon City. His company, Folium Multimedia Production, received the
same award during the same occasion. The plaques were awarded to him by 2020 LO President
JCI Mem. Charis Gutierrez and 2020 LO Secretary JCI Mem. Marie Anna Tomas.
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 and Development Speaker of JCI Senate Philippines
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ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday delivered the First Membership Growth and Development Talk of JCI Senate
Philippines, entitled, “How to Become a JCI Senator and Why You Should Be One”, via livestream on

Facebook last February 24, 2021.
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 STAR Rtn. LA Sevilla is JCI Metro South Region Trainer

on "Making Training Cool"

balita   March 4, 2021

STAR Rtn. L.A. Sevilla, 2019 LO President of JCI Manila, delivered a training for JCI Metro
South Region, entitled, “Making Training Cool”, hosted by JCI Manileña, last February 20, 2021
via Zoom virtual platform.



July 14, 2020

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 

 

An Opportunity has now opened doors for our

club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club.  With only

US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution, you

can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

 

We have members who have risen to donor

levels that have earned them significant point

values.   Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie

Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, IPVP Hermie

Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet

Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness

to share the points they have earned to allow

Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul

Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution

of   US$ 500.00 instead of the regular   US$

1,000.00. 

 

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling

in  www.rotary.org  using your R.I.

Identification Number. Once enrolled, you are

allowed to learn Rotary, increase your circle

of friendship and contribute conveniently

using the website. 

 

We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of

service-oriented people who believe that our

congregation is a means to share our

blessings to the less fortunate communities

globally.   The Rotary Foundation is the

funding arm of global humanitarian

undertakings of Rotary International.   It was

formally named in 1917 and the first trustees

were appointed after Rotary International

President Arch Klumph proposed for the

establishment of an endowment  for the

purpose of doing good in the world.   The first

grant of US$ 500 benefitted the International

Society for Crippled Children (Easter Seals).

History marks the milestone projects of The

Rotary Foundation such a scholarship for

international graduate study, the elimination 

of Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World

Peace Forum, among others.   Under the

Rotary’s 7 Areas of Service Focus, namely,

Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution,

Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water and

Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic

Education and Literacy, Economic and

Community Development and lastly,

Supporting the Environment, Rotary

International and The Rotary Foundation have

made themselves relevant to developing

communities globally.

 

All these services would not have been made

possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,

who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become

members of The Rotary Foundation through a

minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  

 

We are currently working on a Global Grants

for COVID-19 and other community-related

projects. Your contribution will significantly

improve the community living of our target

beneficiaries.

 

For any assistance, please feel free to

contact me.

 

Yours in the service of Rotary, 

 

ROMEO THADDEUS LIAMZON 

Vice President

Chairman, The Rotary Foundation

RY 2020-2021 

 

Noted by:

 

ROBERT L. JOSEPH, JR. 

President

RY 2020-2021

An Invitation to Join the Roster of Paul Harries Fellows
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Tower Awards Call for Nominations

VOCATIONAL SERVICE
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Rotary Club of Manila Holds "Donate Blood, Save Life"

Bloodletting Activity in Celebration of World Rotary Day

DISEASE PREVENTION AND TREATMENT

balita   March 4, 2021



The successful ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA-PHILIPPINE RED CROSS BLOOD LETTING activity, entitled,
“Donate Blood, Save Life”, spearheaded by RCManila Foundation Chairman/Programs Committee
Chairman IPVP Hermie Esguerra, which was held last February 25, 2021 at Esguerra Farms in Lipa City,
Batangas, yielded a volume of 42,750 cc (95 bags x 450cc) of blood from the 263 participants of
Esguerra Farms and Stud farmhands, staff and household, all quarantined and CoVid-19 free since March
2020. The Rotary Club of Manila donated it to the Philippine Red Cross. Present to lend support were
ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani, AT/Dir. Jujut Enriquez, IPD Issam Eldebs and BLA
Amading Valdez with his Rotary Ann Nellie Valdez.
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Bloodletting Activity in Celebration of World Rotary Day

DISEASE PREVENTION AND TREATMENT

balita   March 4, 2021



49

Rotary Club of Manila Donates COVID-19 Test Kits

to the Province of Batangas

DISEASE PREVENTION AND TREATMENT

balita   March 4, 2021

Medicare Plus in collaboration with the Rotary Club of Manila and Technecology donated

CoVid-19 Test Kits to the Province of Batangas last February 27, 2021 at the residence of

Batangas Governor Rtn. Hermilando “Dodo” Mandanas in Bonifacio Global City, Taguig City.

President Bobby Joseph handed over the test kits to Governor Mandanas as IPP Jackie

Rodriguez, RCManila Foundation Chairman/Programs Committee Chairman IPVP Hermie

Esguerra and Rtn. Juan Montel looked on.
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FELLOWSHIP

President Bobby Joseph Hosts Mini-Fellowship

at The Heritage Hotel Manila

balita   March 4, 2021

The early birds in a huddle at the lobby

IPP Jackie Rodriguez, President Bobby Joseph,
ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, PP Frank Evaristo, DE/Dir.
Johnny Chotrani, PDG Vince Carlos, PDG Rudy
Bediones and DE/Dir. Farid Schoucair strike a pose.

Rtn. Katl Leung, Dir. Celso Abastillas, ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert
Alday and DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani sharing light moments

PP Frank Evaristo, PDG Rudy Bediones, IPP Jackie
Rodriguez and STAR Rtn. Che Soler in an engaging
conversation

DE Noy Benedicto, DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani and  IPD
Issam Eldebs in a conversation

STAR Rtn. Lance Tan, Dir. Celso Abastillas,
ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, STAR Rtn. Teddy Tee, Jr.
and DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani in high spirits
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President Bobby Joseph Hosts Mini-Fellowship

at The Heritage Hotel Manila
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BLA Amading Valdez and PP Frank Evaristo Rtn. Karl Leung and AT/Dir. Jujut Enriquez

The Manila Rotarians present at the Riviera Cafe STAR Rtn. Jed Dayang explaining

STAR Rtn. Teddy Tee, Jr. introducing himself STAR Rtn. Lance Tan delivering brief remarks
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President Bobby Joseph Hosts Mini-Fellowship

at The Heritage Hotel Manila
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STAR Rtn. Che Soler giving a brief introduction of

himself
Rtn. Warren So explaining something

DE Noy Benedicto giving short remarks IPD Issam Eldebs stressing a point

The group photo on the occasion of the Fellowship hosted by President Bobby Joseph
last February 18, 2021 at the Riviera Cafe of The Heritage Hotel Manila in Pasay City.
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 IPP Jackie Rodriguez Hosts Membership Night

at Manila Elks Club

balita   March 4, 2021

IPP Jackie Rodriguez hosted a Membership Night last February 26, 2021 at Manila Elks Club in Makati City
where Manila Rotarians brought prospective members. President Bobby Joseph and IPP Jackie Rodriguez
took turns in promoting the club to prospective members. During this event, Joey Garcia, LA Sevilla, Xavy
Zialcita, Teddy Tee, Jr. and Che Soler were inducted as members of the Rotary Club of Manila.



ROTARY INFORMATION

Peacebuilding can be a matter of networks
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INTERCLUB RELATIONS

DE/VP Thad Liamzon Delivers Midyear Report

on Behalf of the Rotary Club of Manila
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DE/VP Thad Liamzon delivered the Midyear Report of the Rotary
Club of Manila during the Mid-Year Review 2021 from February 26-
28, 2021 at the Subic Bay Travelers Hotel, Subic Bay Freeport Zone.

DE/VP Thad Liamzon receiving
the Midyear Certificate

 DE/VP Thad Liamzon holding

the certificate

 DE/VP Thad Liamzon with Manila Area
Transformational Presidents

DE/VP Thad Liamzon with District Officers led by DG Odie Tarriela DE/VP Thad Liamzon belting out a song
during the Cowboy Fellowship on the

occasion of the Midyear Review.
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ASAG/DE/DIR. Albert Alday Attends 83rd Rotary Club

of Baguio Charter Anniversary Celebration
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ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday attended the 83rd Charter Anniversary Celebration of the Rotary Club of
Baguio, daughter club of the Rotary Club of Manila, last February 27, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform.



OTHER MATTERSOTHER MATTERS

Rotary Club of Manila Holds First Friday Mass
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QUOTES ON LIFE
by PP Frank Evar isto

OTHER MATTERS

1.) “While the 1986 Edsa revolution remains one of the country's resplendent moments, the work for deep 
     reform remains unfinished.” - His Excellency Fidel V. Ramos, 12th President of the Republic of the
     Philippines, Honorary Member, Rotary Club of Manila and Former Active Member of the Rotary Club 
     of Manila

2.) “I avoid being involved in politics. I don't usually make political comments because I am a businessman,
      not politician. Success is not necessarily about connection or cutting corners. Success can be 
      achieved through hard work, frugality, integrity, responsiveness to change and most of all, boldness to
      dream.” - John Gokongwei, Jr., Fomer Active Member of the Rotary Club of Manila

3.) “Everyone who wants success should be able to pay the price, whether in terms of hard work or 
      discipline. If there is anything I have learned in life, it is that education is very important.” 
      - Metrobank Chairman George Ty

4.) “There are really no secrets to success, just hard work and continuous learning.” 
      - PAL Chairman Lucio Tan

5.) “To forgive takes love, to forget takes humility.” -  Mother Teresa

6.)  “There's a time to be a nice person and there's a time to say enough is enough.” - Steven Aitchenson

7.)  “Everyone wants the truth, but no one wants to be honest.”

8.) “When you let go, you create space for better things to enter your life.”

9.) “Forgiveness does not make you weak, it sets you free.” - Nelson Mandela
 
10.) “Funny about getting older, your eyesight may weaken yet you can see through people much better.”

11.) “If you have been hurt many times, and you know how to smile... Trust me, you are Strong.”

12.) “Don't waste your time with explanations; people only hear what they want to hear.” - Paulo Coelho

13.) “People change for two main reasons: either their minds have been opened or their hearts have been
       broken.” - Steven Aitchenson

14.) “I can't rewrite my past. I wouldn't even if I could. I am a stronger and better person for the scars 
       I now wear.”

15.)  “Once you’ve matured, you realize silence is more important than proving a point.” 
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