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Let social enterprise bring out our best during these pandemic times as
the foremost Social Entrepreneur inspires Asia’s First Rotary Club
where, from difficult times, new opportunities arise as German-
Philippine business is brought to fore in the club’s Classification Talk.
Commerce in different ways abound.
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RCM Hymn

Philippine Rotary Hymn

The Rotarian Pledge

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP

Invocation and Special prayers                                                       
for the healing and speedy recovery of 
PP Cesar Ubaldo, Rtn. Butch Tamayo,  
PVP Mike Guerrero and PVP Ben Diokno

Zoom Weekly Membership Luncheon Meeting

Rotary Year 2020-2021

Thursday, January 28, 2021, 12:00 PM

11:00 AM                   Registration and Zoom In 

1. Program Technical Moderators
 
2. Program Moderator/Facilitator/ChikaTalk

STAR Rtn. Tobi Rast /
EA Sol Troniado-Encarnacion
Rtn. Dong Benedicto

11:55 AM  Zoom Meeting House Rules

12:00 PM                   Call to Order Pres. Bobby Joseph

PD Rod Valencia                                                      

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

P A R T  I

Philippine National Anthem       AVP of RCM Members

STAR Rtn. Robi Joseph

The Four (4) Way Test PD Pepo Nuñez

Introduction of Visiting Rotarians and Guests Rtn. Dong Benedicto
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Welcome Song AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

President's Time Pres. Bobby Joseph

Maligayang Bati

Happy Birthday Song 

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of Birthday Celebrants

January 27        Rtn. Danny Go                January 30        Rtn. Sha Tamano

                         PP Babes Reyes              January 31        PD Oscar del Rosario

January 29        Rtn. Colin Patterson                                                                                     



P A R T  I I

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Classification Talk

Zoom Weekly Membership Luncheon Meeting

Rotary Year 2020-2021

Thursday, January 28, 2021, 12:00 PM

12:30 PM                  Rtn. Dr. Martin Henkelmann
CEO
German Philippine Chamber of Commerce 
      and Industry
Classification: Associations - German-
      Philippine Business
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Open Forum

P A R T  I I I

1:15 PM                  Introduction of Guest Speaker AT Marcus Dee

Address: Ms. ANNA MELOTO-WILK
Co-Founder and President, Human Nature

President, Gandang Kalikasan, Inc.

Topic: “Surviving the Pandemic: A Filipino Social Enterprise Case Study

Open Forum

Presentation of Certificates of Appreciation Pres. Bobby Joseph

IPVP Hermie Esguerra

Programs Committee Chairman

Attested by

Sec. Reggie Yu:

2:00 PM                  Meeting Adjournment Pres. Bobby Joseph
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GUEST SPEAKER

MS. ANNA MELOTO-WILK
Co-Founder and President, Human Nature

President, Gandang Kalikasan, Inc.
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Work Experience

President, Gandang Kalikasan, Inc.                           November 2008-present
News Bureau Head, Gawad Kalinga                          January 2005 - July 2007 
Customer Relationship Marketing Specialist,
       Nestle Philippines                                                June 2004 - January 2005 
CRM Account Executive,
       Ogilvy & Mather Philippines                                June 2001 - June 2004
ABS-CBN Broadcasting Corp - Synergy Group         June 2000 - June 2001
Intern, J.Walter Thompson Philippines                        April 1999-May 1999

Recognition

Beauty Industry Award – Woman of the Year, 2017 given by Cosmetics Design 
Asia 21 Society Fellow, 2016
Raising the Bar, Empowered Women of the Philippines awarded by the Philippine Senate 2015
2013 Manila Devex 40 under 40
Schwab Foundation Fellow and Constituent at the World Economic Forum 2013 in Davos, Switzerland
Global Social Entrepreneur 2012, Schwab Foundation
Social Entrepreneur of the Year - Philippines, 2011, awarded by Ernst & Young
PLDT SME Nation Bossing Awardee for 2011
Outstanding Young Entrepreneur of the Year 2010, awarded by GoNegosyo
Social Entrepreneur of the Year 2010, awarded by PLDT SMENation
Outstanding Woman Entrepreneur of the Year 2009, awarded by GoNegosyo

Professional Affiliations

Institute of Social Entrepreneurship in Asia (ISEA), Board of Directors
Chamber of Cosmetic Industries in the Philippines (CCIP), Member

Education

Ateneo de Manila University, AB Communications 2000
St. Theresa's College QC - Grade School & High School
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My sister Camille, my husband Dylan and I started a social enterprise called Gandang
Kalikasan, Inc. in response to the growing need for all natural, organic and Philippine made
personal and home care products at prices that can be affordable to a lot of Filipinos.
Previously organic and natural products were only available to the wealthy because most of
them were very expensive and most often imported. Realizing that the Philippines is so rich
in natural healing plants and herbs and drawing on our experience as Gawad Kalinga
volunteers, we set out to start a business that could open up a market for high value, natural
personal care products that use locally sourced raw materials and help uplift the quality of
life of the poor -- urban dwellers considered “unemployable” by most companies, and rural
farmers who are do not earn enough from low value cash crops.

We also wanted to see how sustainable and eco-friendly business practices, fair trade and
pro-poor policies can be applied in our country where corruption is prevalent and acquiring
cheap labor is a standard business practice.

In the 11 years since we started, we have sold over 18 million products, employ over 640+
people and we have a network of about 40,000 dealers nationwide. Almost half of our work
force is residents from Gawad Kalinga communities who receive 70% more than the
minimum wage and full benefits such as private health insurance. We buy organic raw
materials at fair trade prices from farming cooperatives over the Philippines. As of January
2020, Human Nature has 34 branches in the Philippines, 640+ employees, as well as
distribution in the USA, Canada, Malaysia and Singapore.

We are encouraged with these developments because we see how a social enterprise that
is founded on Christian principles of justice, integrity, compassion and stewardship can also
be commercially viable. In this business model, everyone from the business owners, the
employees, suppliers, distributors, end consumers and even the environment benefit from
quality products, quality of life brought about by fair wages and working conditions, and
ecologically sustainably business practices.
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Born: October 27, 1979
Civil Status: Married to Dylan Wilk, co-founder and Chairman of Human Nature 
          They have three daughters Ariel, Chloe and Violet & three sons Wolfgang, Daniel and David.

GUEST SPEAKER

MS. ANNA MELOTO-WILK
Co-Founder and President, Human Nature

President, Gandang Kalikasan, Inc.
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SPEAKER'S PROFILE

DR. MARTIN HENKELMANN
CEO, German-Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry

(AHK Philippines)
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Date of birth:      6 May 1971
Citizenship:         German
Status:                married, two children

Experience

11/2018 – current       German-Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry (AHK Philippines), 
                                  Manila – Philippines – CEO 
 
10/2014 – 10/2018     German-Tunisian Chamber of Industry and Commerce (AHK Tunisia), 
                                  Tunis – Tunisia – CEO 
 
04/2009 – 06/2014  Gesamtverband der Versicherungswirtschaft e.V., 
                                  Berlin - Germany 
                                  (German Insurance Association - Lobbyist and service provider for more than 
                                  470 insurance companies)
                                  05/2013 – 06/2014: Head of International Affairs
                                  04/2010 – 04/2013: Head of the Policy Coordination Unit
                                  04/2009 – 03/2010: Deputy Head of the European Office, Brussels - Belgium 
 
11/2004 – 03/2009    EUTOP Bruxelles S.A, Brussels - Belgium – Senior Consultant 
                                  (International Consultancy specialised in Governmental Relations)
 
09/2000 – 10/2004   Law Firm Wimmers & Partner, Mönchengladbach - Germany 
                                   Attorney at Law
 
08/1998 – 09/2000    Oberlandesgericht, Düsseldorf - Germany 
                                   Legal clerk at the Higher Regional Court, amongst others:
                                   • Federal Foreign Office, German Embassy, Paris - France 
                                   • Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development, Bonn - Germany 
                                   • City Administration, Mönchengladbach - Germany 
 
07/1990 – 06/1992      NATO Headquarters, Rheindahlen - Germany 
                                   Enlisted for 2 years military service at NATO
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SPEAKER'S PROFILE
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DR. MARTIN HENKELMANN
CEO, German-Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry

(AHK Philippines)

      Education

02/2003                 Eberhard Karls University, Law School, Tübingen - Germany   
                                Thesis with the focus on European Law, International Trade Law, 
                                Law of the Sea, WTO-Rules
   
09/2000                  Admitted to the bar, Düsseldorf - Germany 
                                2nd state examination in law 
 
07/1997 – 08/1997   Ruprecht-Karls-University, Heidelberg & Georgetown University
                                Selected to attend an English-speaking Summer School Program in Heidelberg 
                                with exams in international trade law and European law 

06/1997                    Ruprecht-Karls-University, Law School, Heidelberg - Germany 
                                 1st state examination in law 

  
08/1994 – 07/1995    University of Aix-Marseille III, Aix en Provence - France
                                 Master in International Law 
                                 During this exchange year: ERASMUS-Scholarship for academic 
                                    achievements in the first five semesters 
  
04/1992 – 07/1994   Eberhard Karls University, Tübingen - Germany 
                                 Parallel studies in Law as well as in English Literature and Rhetoric 
  
09/1992 – 06/1997   Scholarship of the Konrad-Adenauer-Foundation
                                During studies, scholarship for school and academic achievements as well as 
                                for social activities 
  
06/1990                   MathNat Gymnasium, Mönchengladbach – Germany
                                German University entrance certificate
  
08/1987 – 07/1988   Bradley Central High School, Tennessee - USA
                                US High School diploma

Additional Information

Interests      • Field hockey and tennis player since 1981
                     • US-American Literature from 1930 to 1960
 
Languages  • German (mother tongue), English and French (business proficiency)
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Dear Colleagues in RCM,

During our last Rotary Club meeting, we had three
guest speakers led by Ambassador U Lwin Oo,
Ambassador of Myanmar to the Philippines, PDSAA
Ike Stranathan, Founder and President of Staff
Virtual, and Star Rotarian Shigeru Shimoda,
President of Marubeni Philippines Corporation. We
were delighted with the wealth of knowledge
shared to our members. Kudos to RCM, we have
opened up doors for all members to get to know
their Business Classifications to afford our members
to network. In the very near future, we may consider
having a B to B Matching appointment meeting.
Please let us know if this is favorably appreciated.

We thank IPP Jackie Rodriguez, PD Nick Locsin and
PDG Vince Carlos, who are happily promoting the
Ambassador’s Networking Projects and at the same
time, coordinating with all clubs who have achieved
over 100 years to join our organization of the Circle
of Centennial Rotary Clubs, namely Rotary Club of
Shanghai, Rotary Club of Seattle, Rotary Club of
Calcutta, Rotary Club of Dublin, Rotary Club of
Madrid Internationale, Rotary Club of Minneapolis,
Rotary Club of Tokyo and Rotary Club of London.
We shall be having Zoom meetings with them to
coordinate the different officials of the different
clubs.

On January 30, 2021, we are inviting members of
the Board of Directors, Past District Governors,
Officers, Volunteers, friends, and advisers for a
social gathering at 5:00 pm, The Heritage Hotel
Manila in Pasay City. We have arranged a face to
face meeting with safety protocols. We will be
coming  up  with  ideas  to  raise  funds   to support
our outreach   projects.  We   are   also   taking  this

opportunity to recognize Rotarians who have
contributed to the progress of the club. We shall be
bestowing, for the second time during my term, the
President's Haribon Leadership Award. The
recipients are the following, namely, Assistant
Treasurer Marcus Dee, DE John Cutter, Treasurer
Karlo Castro, Dir. Farid Shoucair, IPP Jackie
Rodriguez, DE/VP Thad Liamzon, PVP Fausto
Preysler, Jr., PDG Obet Pagdanganan, DG Odie
Tarriela, PD Nick Locsin, PP Susing Pineda, ES Anna
Toledo and PP Teddy Ocampo.

We would like to thank the Rotary Club of Osaka for
donating US $ 3,000 for Hospicio de San Jose. Let’s
add to the donation of the Rotary Club of Osaka to
help out Hospicio de San Jose. For your donations,
please contact ES Anna Toledo. 

We would also like to also thank DG Odie Tarriela
for personally donating Php 100,000 which has
been turned over to DE John Cutter to purchase the
needs for the PGH cancer-stricken patients. 

We are still lagging behind our contributions to the
needy and we are requesting you and your business
partners to lend a helping hand. Many are suffering
and are in dire need especially during this
pandemic time. 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER
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Last January 23, 2021, I was invited to coach 20 Transformational Presidents of Team A of

District 3810 on public speaking. I am glad they appreciated the training because it built

confidence and improved their communication skills. It was requested that we conduct

several more sessions.

Last January 24, 2021, I was invited to be the Guest of Honor and Speaker on the subject

of Leadership in RCM for the Rotaract Club of DLSU Manila during their 22nd Induction

and 21st Handover Ceremony, entitled, "Lumiere". This is the youth arm of Rotary

International. Thank you Aila Jenya Arellano, President of the Rotaract Club of DLSU Manila

and Chloe Say, EVP External of the Rotaract Club of DLSU Manila. 

Colleagues in Rotary, you may invite some potential members to join our club as we need

younger members to join us. We appeal to Senior Rotarians to mentor Star Rotarians and

donate and contribute to The Rotary Foundation. We are also seeking the assistance of the

Rotary Club of Bangkok which has a crowdsourcing fundraising program. We are seeking

their approval to share with us their software. 

May your hearts be full of gladness and compassion as we were meant to save lives. May

the Lord God keep you safe and blessed during these challenging times. Wishing you all the

best. Have a great day!

SKAL! Mabuhay ang Rotary!

Your Servant President,

Robert "Bobby" Lim Joseph, Jr. 

President

RY 2020-2021

(101st President)

PRESIDENT'S CORNER
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ES Anna Kun Toledo and EA Sol Troniado-
Encarnacion as Program Technical Moderators.

The Rotary Club of Manila Audiovisual
Presentation of the Philippine National Anthem

The World Famous Music Chorale Audiovisual
Presentation of the RCM Hymn and the singing

of the Philippine Rotary Hymn

President Bobby Joseph calls
the meeting to order.

THE WEEK THAT WAS

11

PP Ebot Tan as Program Moderator/ Facilitator,
calls the day’s sequential order of activities.

Star Rtn. Kentaro Shigei delivers

an Invocation and Special Prayer.

balita  January 28, 2021

Rtn. Roy Zosa recites the Rotarian Pledge as a perfect
prelude in fostering and strengthening ties amongst fellow
Rotarians by way of reinforcing their resolve in furtherance

of Service Above Self.

PD Art Lopez leads the recitation of the Four
(4) Way Test for Manila Rotarians to renew
their commitment to the Rotary movement. 



THE WEEK THAT WAS

PP Ebot Tan, Program Moderator/
Facilitator, acknowledges the week’s

birthday celebrants, namely,
Rtn. Butch Tamayo, Rtn. Rocco

Sarmiento, Rtn. Butch Alcantara,
Rtn. Butch Campos and

PD Abe Pascual, which was
followed by an audiovisual

presentation of the World Famous
Music Chorale singing the happy

birthday song.

The World Famous Music Chorale
singing the Welcome Song

President Bobby Joseph delivers his

message during his President’s Time.

12

Program Moderator/Facilitator PP Ebot Tan
introduces guests and Visiting Rotarians.

The World Famous Music Chorale
singing the happy birthday song

balita  January 28, 2021

Star Rtn. Shigeru Shimoda

delivers his Classification Talk. 

PDSAA Ike Stranathan

delivers his Classification Talk. 



An open forum immediately followed right after the Classification Talks of Star Rtn. Shigeru
Shimoda and PDSAA Ike Stranathan. Among those who participated in the open forum were

Dir. Celso Abastillas, President Bobby Joseph, PE/PVP Chito Zaldarriaga, Programs
Committee Chairman IPVP Hermie Esguerra, PP Archit Bartolome, DE John Cutter, VPE

Henning Karcher, Rtn. Marlon Roño, and PP Ebot Tan.

President Bobby Joseph delivers
his response and thereafter,

adjourns the meeting.

THE WEEK THAT WAS
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Guest of Honor and Speaker His Excellency U Lwin Oo,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of

the Republic of the Union of Myanmar to the
Republic of the Philippines, speaks on “Bilateral

Relations between the Philippines and Myanmar”.

An open forum immediately followed right after the talk of
His Excellency U Lwin Oo, Ambassador Extraordinary

and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar to the Republic of the Philippines. Among

those who participated in the open forum were VPE
Henning Karcher and BLA Amading Valdez.
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Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

 

Economy takes centerstage. During these pandemic times, Social Enterprise is the way to go to

resuscitate our economy and what better way to perk up our Weekly Luncheon Meeting today,

January 28, 2021, than by having Ms. ANNA MELOTO-WILK, President of Gandang Kalikasan, Inc.,

manufacturer of the Human Nature brand, as our Guest Speaker complemented by our

Classification Talk with Rtn. MARTIN HENKELMANN, Chief Executive Officer of the German-

Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry. Let’s restart the economy together! 

 

Very truly yours,

 

 

IPVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA

Programs Committee Chairman

RY 2020-2021

From the Programs Committee

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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Attendance

RCM Members’  Attendance Report,  RY 2020-2021

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues

for RY 2020-2021
(as of January 27, 2021, 10:00 AM)

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues

for RY 2020-2021
(as of January 27, 2021, 10:00 AM)

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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A:  The following item in the Code of Policies is authoritative:

“5.2.1 Chain of Command

                                                           x x x

The Fund Coordinator of the Secretariat is under the technical

control of the Treasurer of the Club. Thus, while he is under the

administrative supervision of the Executive Secretary, he receives

instructions direct from the Treasurer on club funds matter.”

A:  The Executive Secretary is the head. The following item in the Code of     

     Policies is authoritative:

 

     “5.2.1 Chain of Command                                           

                                                            x x x

A:  Yes.  The following item in the Code of Policies is authoritative:

 

      “5.2.1 Chain of Command

 

        The Secretariat is the Administrative support arm of the Club. It is under the supervision of the 

       Club Secretary.”

Know Your Club Constitution, By-laws and Policies

Q:  Is the Secretariat under the supervision of the Club

      Secretary? What is its main function?

Q:  Who is the head of the Secretariat? What is the duty

      of the Executive Secretary?

Q:  To whom is the Fund Coordinator of the Secretariat 

      under?

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

18

The Secretariat is headed by an Executive Secretary who is directly accountable to the Club
Secretary for the efficient and effective management of the personnel and properties of the
Club. The Executive Secretary shall submit or course all reports and communications of club
functions and activities through the Secretary. To facilitate communications and to avoid red
tape, the Club Secretary may delegate certain functions to the Executive Secretary subject to
the concurrence of the President.”
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Rotary Club of Manila Board of Directors

for RY 2020-2021 Holds Special Meeting

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

19

The Board of Directors for RY 2020-2021 held a Special Meeting last January 21, 2020 via Zoom
virtual platform. Present were President Bobby Joseph, IPP Jackie Rodriguez, DE/VP Thad Liamzon,
ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani, DE/Dir. Farid Schoucair, AT/Dir. Jujut Enriquez,
Dir. Hans Palacios, Dir. Celso Abastillas, Club Secretary Reggie Yu, AS Henry Go, Treasurer Karlo
Castro, AT Marcus Dee, RCMFI Chairman and Programs Committee Chairman IPVP Hermie Esguerra,
RCMFI President and Board Adviser PP Susing Pineda, Board Adviser PP Teddy Ocampo, BLA Amading
Valdez and ES Anna Kun Toledo.
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RCManila Foundation, Inc.

Holds Special Board Meeting

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

20

RCManila Foundation, Inc. held a Special Meeting last January 22, 2021 via Zoom virtual platform.
Present were RCMFI Chairman IPVP Hermie Esguerra, RCMFI President PP Susing Pineda, RCMFI
Corporate Secretary/Trustee ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, RCMFI Treasurer/Trustee PD Pepo Nuñez,
RCMFI Trustee DE/VP Thad Liamzon, RCMFI Trustee PP Teddy Ocampo, RCMFI Trustee IPP IPD Issam
Eldebs, RCMFI Trustee PE/PVP Chito Zaldarriaga, RCMFI Trustee Dir. Celso Abastillas,  RCMFI Assistant
Treasurer Club Secretary Reggie Yu, ES Anna Kun Toledo and RCMFI EA Sol Troniado-Encarnacion.
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Rotary Club of Manila Membership Committee

Holds Meeting

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

21

Rotary Club of Manila Membership Committee held a meeting last January 25, 2021 . Present were

Chairman PVP Fausto Preysler, Jr., AT/Dir. Jujut Enriquez, PDG Vince Carlos and ES Anna Kun Toledo.

Agenda was the approval of membership proposals sent from Co-Chairman PT Lito Sibayan and

PE/PVP Chito Zaldarriaga.

balita  January 28, 2021
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ROTARIAN OF THE WEEK

Star Rtn. Juan E. "Jed" Dayang, Jr.:
Giving His All for the Service of God, Country and People

by Rhea Vitto Tabora

Born an international figure and destined to be a
diplomat—this sums up Star Rtn. Dr. Juan E. “Jed”
Dayang, Jr.’s professional journey. His early exposure to
diplomacy, education outside the country, and travels
around the world were all instrumental in shaping his
career destiny.

Prior to his current role as OIC of the Department of
Foreign Affairs Intelligence and Security Unit, he served
as Charge’ d’ affaires at the Philippine Embassy in
Prague, Czech Republic. He also had a stint as political
and economic officer and as Consul at the Philippine
Embassy in Seoul, Republic of Korea. Fearless and
bracing all of life’s challenges, he’s heading next to a
“hardship post”, a work no ordinary person could ever
volunteer for. 

Get to know more about Star Rtn. Jed Dayang as he
shares his experiences working in an environment with a
new culture and language, the challenges he faced as a
diplomat, and his great achievements. 

Rhea Vitto Tabora (RVT): Was it your plan to become a diplomat early in your life? 

Juan E. “Jed” Dayang, Jr. (JED): At a young age, I got interested to work internationally. When I was in
college, my father sent me to Europe during summer breaks and introduced me to his friends, Ambassador
Edmund Libid and Ambassador Nelson Laviña in London and Vienna, respectively, and I got to meet former
Secretary Domingo Siazon, Jr. who was then Director-General of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization in Vienna. I had my first exposure to diplomacy and got interested in doing international work.

RVT: How did you prepare for an international relations career and life as a diplomat?

JED: The early exposure to international travel to Asia, North and South Americas and Europe with my father,
Johnny Dayang, a journalist, was crucial in my formation. He made sure that I travel with a purpose of
learning. In my early 20s, I got a scholarship grant to do my MBA at the Graduate Institute of Peace Studies,
Kyung Hee University. I was the first foreigner elected to be the Student Council President and I organized
the International Model United Nations with US and Japanese delegates. I also attended the UN50 youth
conference in San Francisco in 1995. My exposure to international leaders was when I did my internship at the
Forum of Democratic Leaders in the Asia-Pacific based in Seoul led by Nobel Laureate Kim Dae-jung. I was
an active youth leader in the mid 90s. I organized the Youth Forum on APEC in 1996 and we had President
Fidel V. Ramos as our guest of honor and speaker. Apart from youth activism, I was a young academic and
was a research fellow at the Yuchengco Center for East Asia and an Assistant Professorial Lecturer of
International Business at De La Salle University. I also took foreign languages and further developed my
leadership and communication skills through the Bayanihan Toastmasters Club, where I served as President. 



RVT: How would you describe your experience
working in an environment with a new culture
and language?

JED: I have always been open to new cultures and
languages. In my college days, I already took
German, Spanish, and French languages. Knowing
the language of a foreign country opens a window
to their culture. It could be tough not knowing the
language. I had a hard time with Korean and Czech
languages but thankfully, I learned the language
and culture which made my experience more
meaningful.  My tip is to read history books and
current events of your host country, visit various
places during weekends, and joining local clubs. In
Korea, I was an active member of the South River
Toastmasters Club, Hiking Club, and the Young
Diplomats Happy Hour. In Australia, as a Doctoral
Student at the Australian National University, I
joined the Uni Toastmasters Club, the Spanish
Speaking Club, the Catholic Group, and the
Philippine Study Group where I made many friends.
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ROTARIAN OF THE WEEK

Star Rtn. Juan E. "Jed" Dayang, Jr.:
Giving His All for the Service of God, Country and People

RVT: What do you consider as your outstanding
achievements as a diplomat?

JED: I could cite some achievements: First,
successfully negotiating for a legal pathway for
OFWs to work in the Czech Republic through ethical
recruitment as well as forging Defense and
Economic Cooperation agreements under my watch
as Charge d’affaires. Second, advocating Financial
Literacy workshops for OFWs in Korea, and retracing
the steps of Jose Rizal in the Czech Republic by
having a Rizal Trail in Litomerice,  Prague, and  Brno. 

RVT: What were some challenges you faced as
a diplomat in South Korea and Czech Republic,
and how did you overcome them?

JED: On my first posting to Seoul, Korea, I was
tasked to take care of the presidential visit of
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo to Korea during the
APEC Summit in Busan, Korea. Despite the
challenges of working remotely from the Philippine
Embassy in Seoul, I led a team to take care of all
arrangements for the visit. I was also able to
arrange an honorary doctorate in a university for
the President. Same case in the Czech Republic
where I was acting Head of Mission for 2 ½ years.
Despite my rank, I was able to successfully lead the
Embassy and facilitated bilateral cooperation in
defense and trade. I applied management
techniques and work cooperatively with everybody
making sure we also enjoy doing our work.

RVT: What’s the most bizarre situation you
have encountered while performing your duty?

JED: There was a cult leader who fled the Czech
Republic and spent nine years in hiding in the
Philippines. He was the subject of an international
manhunt in connection with the rape of over 300
women. He was eventually arrested in 2015 in
Siargao yet there were petitions from the Czech
Republic requesting political asylum in the
Philippines.

Conferment of Doctor of Diplomacy
at the Australian National University
in Canberra in 2012 as an Australian
Leadership Award full scholarship
grantee.

I also promoted the Santo Nino de Cebu in the
Czech Republic and Poland which can connect us
through our faith with the Czech and Polish people
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RVT: How did you adjust managing the
functions of Intelligence and Security Unit
during the COVID-19 pandemic?

JED: All of us have to adjust with the “new normal”
without hampering our services. First, I had to
adjust to working remotely using online platforms. I
was able to transition all diplomatic clearances via
online processing. My office is also in charge of
Emergency and Response and we had to do
contract tracing and coordination with LGU Health
Officers for employees infected by COVID-19. In
terms of security, we practiced social distancing
and made sure DFA employees and guests are
following protocols. Overall, we became even
more productive during the pandemic. 

Star Rtn. Juan E. "Jed" Dayang, Jr.:
Giving His All for the Service of God, Country and People

RVT: If you will be assigned to overseas
embassies or consulates again, which country
would you most like to work in and why?

JED: I volunteered to work in a “hardship post”. On
25 January, I received my assignment order from
Secretary Teodoro Locsin, Jr. assigning me as
Charge d’affaires, en pied to the Philippine
Embassy in Tripoli to ensure the welfare of Filipinos
living there despite the precarious peace and
order situation in Libya. After two years, I can
transfer to another post. 

RVT: If you could give one piece of advice to a
potential diplomat, what would it be?

JED: Be the best representative of your country by
giving your all for the service of God, country and
people.

RVT: How has Rotary Club of Manila changed
your life since you joined the Club last year?

JED: RCM has broadened my conception,
knowledge and understanding of various
professions and human conditions. I adhered to
Rotary’s 4-way test and “service above self” as
moral code as a diplomat. I am happy and proud
to be part of a distinguished gentlemen whom I
consider as my brothers.

With ISU Team members and US Secret Service
during the visit of US NSA Robert O'Brien in the DFA

in November 2020.

As Philippine delegate in a Multilateral Meeting
in Seoul, Korea 

RVT: What are your interests and hobbies?
What do you do when you are not at work?

JED: I like taking long walks either in the city or in
the countryside. I like exploring new worlds through
travel, arts and culture. I also like architecture and
knowing the history of things. I enjoy swimming and
cycling in my spare time.



July 14, 2020

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 

 

An Opportunity has now opened doors for our

club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club.  With only

US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution, you

can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

 

We have members who have risen to donor

levels that have earned them significant point

values.   Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie

Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, IPVP Hermie

Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet

Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness

to share the points they have earned to allow

Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul

Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution

of   US$ 500.00 instead of the regular   US$

1,000.00. 

 

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling

in  www.rotary.org  using your R.I.

Identification Number. Once enrolled, you are

allowed to learn Rotary, increase your circle

of friendship and contribute conveniently

using the website. 

 

We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of

service-oriented people who believe that our

congregation is a means to share our

blessings to the less fortunate communities

globally.   The Rotary Foundation is the

funding arm of global humanitarian

undertakings of Rotary International.   It was

formally named in 1917 and the first trustees

were appointed after Rotary International

President Arch Klumph proposed for the

establishment of an endowment  for the

purpose of doing good in the world.   The first

grant of US$ 500 benefitted the International

Society for Crippled Children (Easter Seals).

History marks the milestone projects of The

Rotary Foundation such a scholarship for

international graduate study, the elimination 

of Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World

Peace Forum, among others.   Under the

Rotary’s 7 Areas of Service Focus, namely,

Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution,

Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water and

Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic

Education and Literacy, Economic and

Community Development and lastly,

Supporting the Environment, Rotary

International and The Rotary Foundation have

made themselves relevant to developing

communities globally.

 

All these services would not have been made

possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,

who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become

members of The Rotary Foundation through a

minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  

 

We are currently working on a Global Grants

for COVID-19 and other community-related

projects. Your contribution will significantly

improve the community living of our target

beneficiaries.

 

For any assistance, please feel free to

contact me.

 

Yours in the service of Rotary, 

 

ROMEO THADDEUS LIAMZON 

Vice President

Chairman, The Rotary Foundation

RY 2020-2021 

 

Noted by:

 

ROBERT L. JOSEPH, JR. 

President

RY 2020-2021

An Invitation to Join the Roster of Paul Harries Fellows
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THE ROTARY FOUNDATION



Ambassador of Goodwill Committee Holds Meeting

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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The Ambassador of Goodwill Committee of the Rotary Club of Manila held a meeting last January 21, 2021
via Zoom virtual platform. Present were President Bobby Joseph, IPP Jackie Rodriguez, Rtn. Momo

Mommaerts, DE John Cutter, Rtn. Juan Montel, PD Nick Locsin, ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday,
DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani, Dir. Hans Palacios, PP Frank Evaristo and ES Anna Kun Toledo.
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NEW GENERATIONS SERVICE

Rotaract Club of De La Salle University-Manila Holds Lumiere:

22nd Induction and 21st Handover Ceremony

President Bobby Joseph and ASAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday attended the 22nd Induction and 21st
Handover Ceremony of the Rotaract Club of De La Salle University-Manila last January 24, 2021

via Zoom virtual platform where Transformational President Aila Arellano was inducted.
President Bobby Joseph was the Keynote Speaker of the event.
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NEW GENERATIONS SERVICE

Rotaract Club of De La Salle University-Manila Holds Lumiere:

22nd Induction and 21st Handover Ceremony



INTERCLUB RELATIONS

Borderless Opportunities in 2021: 
Global Market Outlook & Philippine Business Prospects
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Mid-Year Report 2021



Source: www.rotary.org 

ROTARY INFORMATION

Top 10 Ways to be a Peacebuilder in the New Year
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When you join a Rotary club, your potential to make a difference in the world grows
exponentially. That’s because you’re joining a network of over 1.2 million people who take action
— volunteers from all over the world who share a goal of improving others’ quality of life. In fact,
the top two reasons people join Rotary are to connect with and give back to their communities.
These are the same reasons members stay in Rotary year after year. But simply joining isn’t going
to change lives or make those connections. That happens when you get involved. You’ll shape
your own experience and decide how to get the most out of your membership. 

Membership in a Rotary club offers you opportunities to connect with other professionals who
aren’t afraid to lead and are dedicated to making a difference. Spending time with your fellow
club members — whether to attend a meeting, plan a project, exchange ideas, or just have fun —
can lead to lifelong friendships. When you get involved and make connections, you will inevitably
grow as a person and develop new skills. 

https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/learn-role/new-member

Learn MORE @ www.rotary.org

- Introduction – New Members
- Connect for Good

Rotary Learning

ROTARY INFORMATION
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https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/learn-role/new-member
http://www.rotary.org/
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COGS IN THE WHEEL

Club Secretary Reggie Yu is Moderator of The Laureates:

The Outstanding Filipino Lecture Series

Club Secretary Reggie Yu was the Moderator of The Laureates: The Outstanding Filipino (TOFIL)

Lecture Series last January 22, 2021. The Outstanding Filipino Awards is a national flagship

project of JCI Senate Philippines.
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PVP Babe Romualdez and Honorary Member

Acting Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian

and Pacific Affairs Sung Kim Meet

COGS IN THE WHEEL



QUOTES ON LIFE
by PP Frank Evar isto

OTHER MATTERS

 “When day comes we ask ourselves, where can we find light in this neverending shade? ...For there is

always light, if only we’re brave enough to see it, if only we’re brave enough to see it.  If only we’re

brave enough to be it.” - Amanda Gorman, The National Youth Poet Laureate, from “The Hill We Climb”

 “Let us not seek the Republican answer or the Democratic answer, but the right answer. Let us not

seek to fix the blame for the past. Let us accept our own responsibility for the future.”                          

 - John F. Kennedy, 35th President of the United States of America

 “I used to look up to America for a living lesson on democracy and now, I feel disappointed to see

cracks on the example.”

 “I believe that ethically everyone should take the vaccine.  It is not an option, it is an ethical choice

because you are gambling with your health, with your life, but, you are also gambling with the lives of

others.” - Pope Francis

 “With regard to taking the vaccine, William Shakespeare’ words ‘To live or not to live’, that is the

question we should ask ourselves.”

 “Do things for people not because of who they are or what they do in return, but because of who you

are. - Harold S. Kushner

 “Life is meant to be a challenge, because challenges are what makes you grow.” - Sen. Manny

Pacquiao

 “That life is precious, that you are not sure what could happen. Sometimes no matter  how careful you

are, may mangyayari pa rin sa ‘yo.  I think we should just be grateful every single day that we can still

walk, we can still move.” - Lani Misalucha

 “If something is wrong, fix it if you can. But train yourself not to worry. Worry never fixes anything.”       

 - Ernest Hemingway

 “He who blames others has a long way to go on his journey. He who blames himself is halfway there. 

 He who blames no one has arrived.” - Chinese Proverb

 “Success does not change who you. It reveals you.” - Johnny Depp

 “Family is not about blood.  It’s about who is willing to hold your hand when you need it the most.”

 “Don't lose hope. Everything happens for a reason. You never know what tomorrow may bring.”

 “Learn to be alone. Because no one will stay forever.”

 “In the midst of every crisis, lies great opportunity.” - Albert Einstein
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