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The milestone first in-person meeting during this RY 2020-
2021 in the midst of a global pandemic takes place to
usher in the Transformational Year and bid goodbye to a
successful Champion Year that was. The club turns a new
leaf as we celebrate the success of a year that was and
welcome the challenges of the present Rotary year in the
new normal at Asia’s First Rotary Club.QUARTERLY CLUB AWARDS

FOR RY 2020-2021
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THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA
 JOINT HANDOVER / INAUGURAL / AWARDING CEREMONIES

Rotary Year 2020-2021

Thursday, October 29, 2020, 6:00 PM 

Ballroom, The Heritage Hotel Manila, Pasay City 

Theme: For A United RCM  

Moderator: IPD Issam Eldebs

REGISTRATION & COCKTAILS 

6:00 PM                   BELL TO BE RANG (Members and Guests are requested to be seated.)

Call to Order      

Invocation       

National Anthem of the Republic of the Philippines  

Community Singing of the RCM Hymn  

The Rotarian Pledge      

The Four (4) Way Test     

Introduction of Dignitaries, Visiting Rotarians & Guests

Welcome Song      

Champion Pres. Joaquin C.  Rodriguez, Sr.

PE Felix Francisco S. Zaldarriaga

Rotary Club of Manila MTV 

Rotary Club of Manila 

    World Famous Music Chorale

VPE Henning Karcher

Rtn. Juan Manuel C. Montel

BLA Amado D. Valdez 

Rotary Club of Manila

    World Famous Music Chorale

ROTARY 7 AREAS OF FOCUS
CENTENNIAL GALA NIGHT VIDEO

 (DINNER TO BE SERVED)

6:30 PM                   PRESENTATION OF YEAR END AWARDS  

    FOR RY 2019-2020 

 IPP Joaquin C. Rodriguez, Sr.

VALEDICTORY MESSAGE    IPP Joaquin C. Rodriguez, Sr.

7:00 PM                   
PRESENTATION OF RC MANILA  

    BOARD OF DIRECTORS

    AND EXECUTIVE OFFICERS FOR RY 2020-2021 

BRIEF MESSAGE/CHARGING RITES  IPDG Liza V. Elorde

INDUCTION OF RC MANILA    

    BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

    AND EXECUTIVE OFFICERS FOR RY 2020-2021 

PDG Roberto M. Pagdanganan
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HANDOVER OF THE  PRESIDENTIAL GAVEL 
    OF AUTHORITY AND PRESIDENTIAL PIN 
    TO PRES. ROBERT L. JOSEPH, JR.  

IPP Joaquin C. Rodriguez. Sr.

PRESENTATION OF TOKEN OF APPRECIATION 
    AND PAST PRESIDENT’S PIN TO                   
    IPP JOAQUIN C. RODRIGUEZ, SR.

Pres. Robert L. Joseph, Jr.

INTRODUCTION OF PRESIDENT 
    ROBERT L. JOSEPH, JR.

Dir. Farid Alain Schoucair  

INAUGURAL ADDRESS   Pres. Robert L. Joseph, Jr.

PRESENTATION OF QUARTERLY AWARDS 
    FOR RY 2020-2021 

Pres. Robert L. Joseph, Jr.

7:30 PM                   INDUCTION OF NEW MEMBER   
  Presentation of New Member by Proposer

IPP Joaquin C. Rodriguez. Sr.

Charging of New Member     PDG Rodolfo P.  Bediones

Formal Induction    Pres. Robert L. Joseph, Jr.

Mr. Gerard Sean H. Rodriguez (Filipino-American)
President & Chief Operating Officer
IRIDIUM ASIA HOLDINGS, INC.
Classification:      Finance & Investment – Holding Company 
Proposer:              IPP Jackie Rodriguez              

8:00 PM                   BRIEF MESSAGE DG Leody“Odie” F. Tarriela
      Rotary International District 3810
      RY 2020-2021 

RESPONSE AND PRESENTATION  OF TOKENS 
OF APPRECIATION TO:   
    DG ODIE TARRIELA
    IPDG LIZA ELORDE
    DGN JOYCE AMBRAY  

Pres. Robert L. Joseph, Jr.

SERENADE IN HONOR OF PRES. BOBBY & ROTARY ANN IDA JOSEPH

8:30 PM                   ADJOURNMENT Pres. Robert L. Joseph, Jr.

FELLOWSHIP

RAFFLE OF 12 GIFT CHECKS donated by PVP Manuel “Manny” C. Dy

Entertainment & Musical Song Numbers



3

balita

Iconic and astute, the gentlemen of colossal magnitude whose names are etched on
your distinguished roster are bulwarks of service whose benevolent ways make you
the quintessential men of Service Above Self. Your regularity of activities in Rotary
is a sight to behold in the midst of this global pandemic. Your transformation from a
club of excellence to a club of legacy marks your hallowed place in the
communities you serve and continue to serve.

Congratulations Rotary Club of Manila on the occasion of your Joint Formal
Handover/Awards Meeting! My warmest personal regards to my Transformational
President Bobby Joseph! You are a trailblazer whose visionary ways are beyond
compare. Congratulations likewise to Champion President Jackie Rodriguez for
bring your club to the peak of success in a Rotary year that was. Today, I invite you
to be one with us as ROTARY OPENS OPPORTUNITIES for us to reach more hands,
feed more mouths and touch more lives.

5

LEODY “ODIE” F. TARRIELA
District Governor
RY 2020-2021

MESSAGE

MESSAGES OF THE DISTRICT GOVERNORS
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Planting the seeds of service is genuinely painstaking, yet, its never-ending fruits
showcase a bountiful harvest.  This is the story of your club, the First Rotary Club in
Asia. Without your existence, the Rotary name in the archipelago would not have
reverberated with the many good deeds you have shared with the Filipino people.
The projects you have undertaken throughout your many years of existence not only
became milestones, they became the finest hours of Philippine history. Many fine
gentlemen of this nation wished they were in your shoes because while your
exacting standards have become the pedestal upon which we all look up to not only
in the district, but, in the entire Philippine Rotary, as well, you continue to manifest
the kind of service excellence despite the obstacles of the global pandemic that
has defined Service Above Self.  These are marks of the true Champions of Service
you have always been for which the district is forever in awe at your
accomplishments.
 
On the occasion of the Joint Formal Handover/Awarding Meeting of the Rotary Club
of Manila, the First in Asia, allow me to convey my warmest personal wishes for
a productive Rotary year ahead to Transformational President Robert “Bobby” L.
Joseph, Jr., his Board of Directors and Executive Officers, as well as to my
Champion President Joaquin “Jackie” C. Rodriguez, Sr., his Board of Directors and
Executive Officers, for hoisting the banner of your club high and mighty above the
rest as you ended a Champion year that was, replete with achievements that have
defined your finest hour. Let us all foster the fellowship, camaraderie and selfless
service towards the end of Peace and Conflict Resolution with our fellow Rotarians
wherever they may be because after ensuring that “ROTARY CONNECTS THE
WORLD”, the new normal implores us to transform and take action as “ROTARY
OPENS OPPORTUNITIES”.

6

LIZA V. ELORDE
District Governor

RY 2019-2020

MESSAGE

MESSAGES OF THE DISTRICT GOVERNORS
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Distinguished Rotarians and Guests, Good Afternoon/Evening. I hope everyone is doing well and are healthy;
and, of course is following safety and health protocols now that all of you are gathered there in Heritage
Hotel. You know “new normal.” 
 
We are all here to celebrate the success of the Champion Term of Rotary Club of Manila led by IPP Joaquin
“Jackie” Rodriguez. Allow me to congratulate everyone for another successful year. Congratulations and
thanks as well to all partners in service that they partnered up with last year. Despite the challenges,
hardships, and difficulties, the latter part of your term has engaged with due to CoVid-19, you were all
persistent and eager to serve and had succeeded very well over these difficulties, so congratulations! You
have proven that against all odds, you are all Champions.
 
From being Champions, this year, we are all now Transformational. We are transforming our world by Opening
Opportunities. I would like to welcome and send my personal congratulations to President Robert “Bobby” Lim
Joseph, Jr. for accepting the role of leading Rotary Club of Manila to another extraordinary year. With RC
Manila’s long history of service to the less fortunate members of our community, I am very happy to see that
the club will be led by another vibrant leader. Congratulations, President Bobby! I wish you all the success in
your journey as the President of this very prestigious club.
 
Of course, I would like to extend my congratulations to the new board of RC Manila and to the members,
Manila Rotarians, as today marks the 102nd Handover, Inaugural, and Awarding Ceremonies of the First
Rotary Club in Asia, your club, the Rotary Club of Manila. May all of you continue to embody
and live by the motto of Rotary, Service Above Self. Putting into highlight our theme this year, “Rotary Opens
Opportunities”, I am sure that this will mean that RC Manila will open more and more opportunities for the
less fortunate members of the community, especially, during these hard times that we are in a pandemic.
 
Again, congratulations to IPP Jackie and his Champion Team and of course, congratulations, welcome, and
best of luck President Bobby and to his Transformational Team!
 
Thank you everyone and have a great night ahead.

7

ROBERT KOA
District Governor
RY 2021-2022

MESSAGE

MESSAGES OF THE DISTRICT GOVERNORS
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The story of Rotary on Philippine and Asian shores begins with your existence.  More
than a centennial of doing good in the world, you have remained the guiding light
to the many in our district and beyond our confines. As mentor of Rotarians across
the country, you have served as a bedrock of leadership and a repository of Rotary’s
role in Philippine history. Many of the greatest men who have ever lived in the
Philippines inhabit your distinguished membership roster so much so that a mere
glance at more than a century that was for your club is akin to the shaping of the
Filipino nation.  While you continue to bask in your finest hour despite the onslaught
of the global pandemic, you have never ceased to inspire many in imparting the
tenets of Service Above Self to which many of us, your brothers and sisters in the
district express our deepest gratitude. Your wisdom, indeed, is a treasured gift we
all wish to emulate and embracing us as part of your ever growing family is truly a
priceless moment we will cherish as we undertake our missions in Rotary.
 
Today, as you turn a new leaf with the staging of the Joint Formal
Handover/Awarding Meeting of the Rotary Club of Manila, the First in Asia, let me
send my warmest greetings for a prosperous Rotary year of service to
Transformational President Robert “Bobby” L. Joseph, Jr., his Board of Directors and
Executive Officers, as well as to Champion President Joaquin “Jackie” C. Rodriguez,
Sr., his Board of Directors and Executive Officers, for striking the highest note in a
Rotary year that was where ceaseless accomplishments of your club abound for
which our district has so much to be thankful for because when ROTARY OPENS
OPPORTUNITIES, helping becomes a proverbial blessing.

8

JOYCE MICHELLE SOCORRO L. AMBRAY
District Governor
RY 2022-2023

MESSAGE

MESSAGES OF THE DISTRICT GOVERNORS
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER

Your Servant President,
 

Robert "Bobby" Lim Joseph, Jr.
President
RY 2020-2021
(101st President)

Good afternoon Fellow Rotarians and special
friends. May the Almighty God gift us with peace,
harmony, healing, blessings and better friendships.
Mama Mary pray for us and continue giving us
hope,charity and love.

Welcome to the 18th Weekly Meeting which was
supposed to be last 26th of October 2020 for our
Joint Formal Handover/Awarding Meeting at the
Ballroom of The Heritage Hotel Manila, but, which
was postponed to today, 29th of October 2020,
due to the onslaught of Typhoon Quinta in Metro
Manila and neighboring provinces. We celebrate
in thanksgiving the first face-to-face event with
suggested health protocols and God’s goodness
in saving us from the wrath of the typhoon. We are
also in the Zoom platform for those who are not
able to make it.

Last year, we had eleven (11) Star Rotarians and
this year, our target is a minimum of twenty (20).
We will go beyond eleven (11) by next month. The
Star Rotarians programs have started with them
being active in their Classification Talks, featuring
them in our Balita, being active in our projects and
will be attending a once a month face-to-face
fellowship meeting at Ralph’s Wines and Spirits
along Pasay Road behind the New World Makati
Hotel in Makati City.

We are aggressive in searching for young
professionals who have shown leadership skills to
join the Rotary Club of Manila. There will be more
engagements with Rotaractors by helping them in
projects, joining our Zoom Meetings and being
ready to share with them our abled speakers.

Recognition among our members is a must. We
acknowledge those who have contributed to the
success of our club on a quarterly basis through
our Presidential Haribon Leadership Awards,
thanking them through our Balita and with the
Board of Directors, sending them our gratefulness
for their contribution.

We are on our Second (2nd) Centennial with
programs on the Environment and
Ambassadorship that will strengthen ties with
other Rotary clubs in the country and abroad.
There will be new business opportunities and
promoting friendships in the entire country through
joint projects. 

Our team this year is packed with great Rotarians
who are 101 percenters. We have the leadership
and connections of IPP Jackie Rodriguez, Chair of
the RCManila Foundation Inc. and Programs
Committee Chairman, the benevolent IPVP Hermie
Esguerra, who likewise serves as Director Ex-
Officio in his capacity as Foundation Chairman.
Two other past Presidents, PP Jesus "Susing"
Pineda and PP Teodoro "Teddy" Ocampo, serve as
Board Advisers. Chairing our Education and Tower
Awards is PP Jesus ‘’Susing” Pineda, who likewise
serves as Director Ex-Officio in his capacity as
RCManila Foundation Inc. President with PDG Alex
Cureg taking charge of the Rotary Information
Committee. IPD Dean Atty Amado Valdez serves as
Board Legal Adviser. Our present Board of
Directors, who are leaders in their own rights, are
excellent and compassionate gentlemen of Service
Above Self. Aside from me as President, the other
members of the Board of Directors include IPP
Jackie Rodriguez, VP Thad Liamzon, Dir. Albert
Alday, Dir. Johnny Chotrani, Dir. Celso Abastillas,
AT/Dir. Jujut Enriquez, Dir. Hans Palacios and Dir.
Farid Alain Schoucair. Executive Officers include
Club Secretary Reginald "Reggie" Yu, Treasurer
Karlo Castro, SAA Dave Reynolds, AS Henry Go, AT
Marcus Dee and DSAA Jason Bogovich. This is our
Transformational Wow Team. I thank the Lord for
giving me this magnanimous team during my term.

Maraming salamat.

Cheers!



balita

The Rotary Club of Manila Audiovisual
Presentation of the Philippine National Anthem.

The World Famous Music Chorale
Audiovisual Presentation of the RCM Hymn
and the Singing of the Rotary Hymn.

President Bobby Joseph
calls the meeting to order.

Star Rtn. Toby Rast, assisted by EA Sol Troniado-Encarnacion,
as Program Technical Moderator.

10

THE WEEK THAT WAS

Rtn. Karl Leung, as Program  Moderator/Facilitator, 

calls the day’s sequential order of activities.

PP Frank Evaristo delivers an

invocation and special prayers. 

Rtn. Ludek Vrana recites the Rotarian Pledge as a
perfect prelude in fostering and strengthening ties

amongst fellow Rotarians by way of reinforcing
their resolve in furtherance of Service Above Self.



balita

11

The audiovisual presentation of the World
Famous Music Chorale singing the Welcome
Song.

The audiovisual presentation of the
World Famous Music Chorale
singing the happy birthday song.

President Bobby Joseph
delivers his message during the
President’s Time.

THE WEEK THAT WAS

AS Henry Go leads the recitation of the Four
(4) Way Test to renew their commitment to the
Rotary movement. 

Rtn. Karl Leung, Program Moderator, acknowledges the week’s birthday celebrant, PD Nick Locsin, 
which was followed by the World Famous Music Chorale singing the happy birthday song.
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An open forum immediately followed right after the Classification Talks of the three (3) fine gentlemen
Manila Rotarians.  Among those who participated in the open forum were Pres. Bobby Joseph,

Programs Committee Chairman IPVP Hermie Esguerra, Rtn. Henning Karcher, BLA/IPD Amading
Valdez, Dir. Celso Abastillas, IPP Jackie Rodriguez, PP Susing Pineda, Rtn. John Cutter, PD Oscar

del Rosario, Rtn. Manny Blanco and PDSAA Ike Stranathan. 

12

President Bobby Joseph delivers his response
and thereafter, adjourns the meeting.

THE WEEK THAT WAS

Rtn. Nagi Zeitouni, whose
classification is Machinery/
Equipment - Food Processing
Equipment, delivers his
classification talk.

Rtn. Butch Alcantara, whose
classification is Mining - Nickel
Mining, delivers his
classification talk.

Rtn. Cons Robertz, whose
classification is Business
Services - Online Fashion
Retailing, delivers his
classification talk.



balita

Yours in the service of Rotary,

 

 

IPVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA

Programs Committee Chairman

RY 2020-2021

Dear Fel low Manila Rotarians,

The beginning of the work week should have

marked the changing of the guards and the

passing of the torch as our club turns a new

leaf, but,  Typhoon Quinta turned out to be an

unwanted guest,  causing our club to postpone

festivit ies for a few more days. However, let us

not despair as the in-person staging of the

JOINT FORMAL HANDOVER/INAUGURAL/

AWARDING MEETING, f inal ly,  happens today,

October 29, 2020, Thursday, 5:00 PM, at the

Ballroom of The Heritage Hotel Manila, Pasay

City. Rest assured, proper social distancing

and other safety measures wil l  be observed.

Come and join us as we missed each other’s

company because of the global pandemic. It ’s

t ime to rekindle our Rotary bonds on this face

to face event.

And, for those who wil l  not be able to join our face to face meeting, we wil l  be

broadcasting l ive on our regular club Zoom platform.

There’s more! We wil l  be raffl ing off twelve (12) gift certif icates donated by PVP

Manny Dy! 
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FROM THE PROGRAMS COMMITTEE

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2019-2020
AND QUARTERLY CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2020-2021

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2019-2020
AND QUARTERLY CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2020-2021

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2019-2020
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CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2019-2020
AND QUARTERLY CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2020-2021
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CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2019-2020
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CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2019-2020

AND QUARTERLY CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2020-2021
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CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2019-2020
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CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2019-2020

AND QUARTERLY CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2020-2021

CLUB ADMINISTRATION



balita

24

CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2019-2020
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CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2019-2020
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CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2019-2020

AND QUARTERLY CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2020-2021
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CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2019-2020

AND QUARTERLY CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2020-2021
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CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2019-2020
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CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2019-2020

AND QUARTERLY CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2020-2021
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CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2019-2020

AND QUARTERLY CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2020-2021
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CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2019-2020
AND QUARTERLY CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2020-2021
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CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2019-2020
AND QUARTERLY CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2020-2021

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2019-2020
AND QUARTERLY CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2020-2021

CLUB ADMINISTRATION



balita

34

CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2019-2020
AND QUARTERLY CLUB AWARDS FOR RY 2020-2021

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND EXECUTIVE OFFICERS FOR RY 2020-2021
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

36

BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR RY 2020-2021 
HOLD REGULAR MEETING

The Board of Directors for RY 2020-2021 held its regular meeting

last October 23, 2020 via Zoom platform.
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ATTENDANCE

R C M  M e m b e r s ’  A t t e n d a n c e  R e p o r t ,  R Y  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1

CLUB ADMINISTRATION



“3.2.1.4 Accounting For Funds
 
Upon conclusion of the project, the Committee Chairman and the Director in Charge, with the
assistance of the RCM Treasury will prepare a Project Summary Financial Report displaying how funds
were received and disbursed. The Director In Charge of the project to the RCM Board of Directors
should circulate the report. Affixed to the report should contain the signatures of the Committee
Chairman, Director in Charge, RCM Treasurer, RCM Secretary and RCM President. 
 
The Financial Summary Report must contain: 
� Total Funds received (By Individual amount and donor) 
� Funds disbursed (By Individual payee and amount) 
� Remaining Balance A – B 
� Receiving Copy of Donor Party as beneficiary of the Project”

balita
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KNOW YOUR CLUB CONSTITUTION, BY-LAWS AND POLICIES

Q: Is there a need to prepare a project financial report after undertaking
a project?

A: Yes, the club has such a policy.  The following items in the Code of Policies
are authoritative:

Q: Can the General Fund Bank Accounts of the Rotary Club of Manila be used for disbursements of
Restricted Committees and Projects?

A: No, they cannot be used.  The Code of Policies provides the following:

“3.2.2.1.2 Approval of Disbursements & Remittances 

The General Fund bank accounts can only be used for disbursements specific to the operations of
RCM. General Fund Bank accounts cannot be used for Restricted Committees and Projects.”

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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For someone who has already accomplished so much—not just for himself, his family and the organizations he
is leading, but also for the community, the environment, and the country—it is but fitting to admire how
President Bobby Joseph still wishes he could be an improved version of himself. 

At 70, President Joseph isn’t standing still. He’s always on the move, pouring his passion, energy, and
commitment into various projects, even during this pandemic. If he’s not joining Zoom meetings, he’s
attending functions and events, especially the “Save the Manila Bay” project, which he has been involved for
two years now. 

An entrepreneur, tourism and environmental advocate, diplomat (Honorary Consul of the Republic of Latvia to
the Philippines since 1994), author, motivational speaker, and a champion of admirable causes, there’s just no
stopping a passionate and dedicated leader like Bobby Joseph. 

Because of his various projects and engagements, you won’t think he’s been battling stage four cancer for
nearly 20 years. He lives his life with joy, positivity, and enthusiasm. Considering himself a walking miracle, he
always starts and ends his day with prayers, grateful for each day.

President Joseph is an exemplar Rotarian who lives the Club’s motto of “Service Above Self”. He lives a
purposeful life, and his passion and perseverance to serve others becomes his daily habit. He also
encourages, motivates, and inspires people everywhere he goes. 

To me, meeting Mr. Bobby Joseph last year was a great blessing. Talking to him is always a privilege.
Collaborating with him is a blast!

Know more about this incredible man as he shares his thoughts and wisdom. 
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By Rhea Vitto Tabora

PRESIDENT BOBBY JOSEPH: A PRIME MOVER AND WALKING MIRACLE

Rhea Vitto Tabora (RVT): How meaningful
and challenging is it to be the leader of
Rotary Club of Manila? 

Robert Lim Joseph (RLJ): It is very
challenging because it is transformational
and purpose-driven to make a difference.
And it is not limited to RCM; we also get
involved with District 3810, other districts in
the country, and sister clubs overseas
because of our Ambassador Program. We
forge lifelong friendships, encourage
volunteerism, and adhere to our core values
and moral principles to share and serve the
marginalized, protect the environment,
support education, and help the street
children.

ROTARIAN OF THE WEEK
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RVT: What made you fall in love with the travel
and tourism industry? Why are you so
passionate about this sector?

RLJ: Tourism and transportation are among the
most challenging industries that require passion,
vigor, and vitality. Creativity and networking
across the globe are the true essence of
productivity through perseverance and humility. 

RVT: Many articles have been written about
you being a survivor. You have surpassed
various challenges and adversities – both in
your industry and personal life (health). Where
do you get your strength? What keeps you
going?  

RLJ: Gratitude and prayers on a daily basis. Every
day is a special day, and I am always thankful to
God and Mama Mary for my life. 

And I am always inspired to make a difference to
serve the micro enterprises and the academe.

RVT: What are your success habits? 

RLJ: Staying focused in my projects and programs,
having the right network, and always being
grateful, persevering, and making things right with
God’s blessings.

RVT: What are you most proud of? 

RLJ: Seeing people happy. Being a catalyst of
change by motivating others to succeed and stay
humble.

RVT: What was one cool thing you did when
you were a teenager?

RLJ: Being different by taking summer jobs since
the age of 13, selling items to my classmates, and
being a head cheerleader for eight years from
high school to college.

RVT: If you could sit down with your 21-year-
old self, what would you tell him?

RLJ: I would tell my younger self to study more,
improve martial arts for self-discipline, and stay
cool and caring.

President Bobby Joseph with his wife Ida Nothing beats the love and support of his family. 

PRESIDENT BOBBY JOSEPH: A PRIME MOVER AND WALKING MIRACLE

ROTARIAN OF THE WEEK
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RVT: You have already accomplished so
much. What else is in your bucket list? 

RLJ: To be able to expand our Paraiso Village
Farm Tourism Project; expand our International
School for Sustainable Tourism, and continue
saving Manila Bay for the next six years.

Note: President Joseph, together with Gawad
Kalinga founder Tony Meloto, is involved in the
Paraiso Village Farm Tourism Project, a
sustainable farm tourism in San Jose, Batangas.
 
He also serves as vice-chair of the International
School of Sustainable Tourism (ISST), with former
Tourism Secretary Mina Gabor as president.

Save Manila Bay is a project he launched during
his term as Commodore of the Manila Yacht Club,
together with DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu, and in
collaboration with the Rotary Club of Manila.
While much work has been done, President Joseph
said it will take six years for this project to be
completed.
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RVT: What is one piece of advice you can give
today’s leaders?

RLJ: You have to be servant leaders, purpose-
driven, and uphold the moral principles that are
badly needed in the country. You have to
promote integrity, goodwill, and peace.  

RVT: Which one thing in your life do you wish
you had done differently?

RLJ: To be an improved version of myself.

Outgoing Manila Yacht Club (MYC) Commodore

Bobby Joseph during the turnover ceremony of MYC

leadership to incoming Commodore Francisco P.

Garcia. Commodore Joseph served the Club for two

years that resulted in the cleanup of the Manila Bay .
IN ACTION: Even the pandemic can't stop a man like
Bobby Joseph. In photo with Environment Secretary Roy
Cimatu discussing environment strategies. 

PRESIDENT BOBBY JOSEPH: A PRIME MOVER AND WALKING MIRACLE

Honorary Consul Bobby Joseph with other Consular

Corps Officers of the Philippines
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Dear Fellow Rotarians, 

 

An Opportunity has now opened doors for our

club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club.  With only

US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution, you

can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

 

We have members who have risen to donor

levels that have earned them significant point

values.   Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie

Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, IPVP Hermie

Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet

Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness

to share the points they have earned to allow

Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul

Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution

of   US$ 500.00 instead of the regular   US$

1,000.00. 

 

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling

in  www.rotary.org  using your R.I.

Identification Number. Once enrolled, you are

allowed to learn Rotary, increase your circle

of friendship and contribute conveniently

using the website. 

 

We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of

service-oriented people who believe that our

congregation is a means to share our

blessings to the less fortunate communities

globally.   The Rotary Foundation is the

funding arm of global humanitarian

undertakings of Rotary International.   It was

formally named in 1917 and the first trustees

were appointed after Rotary International

President Arch Klumph proposed for the

establishment of an endowment  for the

purpose of doing good in the world.   The first

grant of US$ 500 benefitted the International

Society for Crippled Children (Easter Seals).

History marks the milestone projects of The

Rotary Foundation such a scholarship for

international graduate study, the elimination 

of Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World

Peace Forum, among others.   Under the

Rotary’s 7 Areas of Service Focus, namely,

Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution,

Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water and

Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic

Education and Literacy, Economic and

Community Development and lastly,

Supporting the Environment, Rotary

International and The Rotary Foundation have

made themselves relevant to developing

communities globally.

 

All these services would not have been made

possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,

who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become

members of The Rotary Foundation through a

minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  

 

We are currently working on a Global Grants

for COVID-19 and other community-related

projects    Your contribution will significantly

improve the community living of our target

beneficiaries.

 

For any assistance, please feel free to

contact me.

 

Yours in the service of Rotary, 

 

ROMEO THADDEUS LIAMZON 

Vice President

Chairman, The Rotary Foundation

RY 2020-2021 

 

Noted by:

 

ROBERT L. JOSEPH, JR. 

President

RY 2020-2021

AN INVITATION TO JOIN THE ROSTER OF PAUL HARRIS FELLOWS
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FELLOWSHIP

PD Nick Locsin celebrated his birthday last October 23, 2020 in the company of fellow
Manila Rotarians, namely, PDG Rudy Bediones, President Bobby Joseph, DE/VP Thad
Liamzon, DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani, IPP Jackie Rodriguez, DE/Dir. Farid Schoucair, and
IPD Issam Eldebs, at Romulo Cafe, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig.
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Rotary District 3810, led by DG Odie Tarriela and where President Bobby Joseph is one of
the Transformational Presidents, launched its End Polio Now 2020 Campaign last
October 24, 2020 at the Rizal Park in Manila in celebration of World Polio Day.
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END POLIO NOW 2020 CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED

Image credit: Rotary International FB page
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by Ryan Hyland

Rotary’s 2020 World Polio Day Online Global
Update program on 24 October hails this year’s
historic achievement in polio eradication: Africa
being declared free of the wild poliovirus.

Paralympic medalist and TV presenter Ade
Adepitan, who co-hosts this year’s program, says
that the eradication of polio in Africa was
personal for him. “Since I was born in Nigeria, this
achievement is close to my heart,” says Adepitan,
a polio survivor who contracted the disease as a
child. “I’ve been waiting for this day since I was
young.”

He notes that, just a decade ago, three-quarters
of all of the world’s polio cases caused by the
wild virus were contracted in Africa. Now, more
than a billion Africans are safe from the disease.
“But we’re not done,” Adepitan cautions. “We’re in
pursuit of an even greater triumph — a world
without polio. And I can’t wait.”

Rotary Foundation Trustee Geeta Manek, who co-
hosts the program with Adepitan, says that World
Polio Day is an opportunity for Rotary members to
be motivated to “continue this fight.”

She adds, “Rotarians around the world are
working tirelessly to support the global effort to
end polio.”
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MAJOR ACHIEVEMENT FOCUS OF ROTARY’S WORLD POLIO DAY EVENT

Polio eradication is truly
a collective effort ... This
accomplishment belongs

to all of us.

— Dr. Tunji Funsho
Chair of Rotary’s 

Nigeria PolioPlus Committee

A collective effort

Dr. Tunji Funsho, chair of Rotary’s Nigeria PolioPlus
Committee and a member of the Rotary Club of
Lekki Phase 1, Lagos State, Nigeria, tells online
viewers that the milestone couldn’t have been
reached without the efforts of Rotary members
and leaders in Africa and around the world.

ROTARY INFORMATION

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rp5Cg1I4OeE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.rotary.org/en/african-region-declared-free-of-wild-poliovirus
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Funsho, who was recently named one of TIME
magazine’s 100 Most Influential People of
2020, says countless Rotarians helped by holding
events to raise awareness and to raise funds or by
working with governments to secure funding and
other support for polio eradication.

“Polio eradication is truly a collective effort ... This
accomplishment belongs to all of us,” says
Funsho.

Rotary and its members have contributed nearly
$890 million toward polio eradication efforts in
the African region. The funds have allowed Rotary
to award PolioPlus grants to fund polio
surveillance, transportation, awareness
campaigns, and National Immunization Days.

This year’s World Polio Day Online Global Update
is streamed on Facebook in several languages
and in a number of time zones around the world.
The program, which is sponsored by the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation, features Jeffrey
Kluger, editor at large for TIME magazine; Mark
Wright, TV news host and member of the Rotary
Club of Seattle, Washington, USA; and Angélique
Kidjo, a Grammy Award-winning singer who
performs her song “M’Baamba.”

The challenges of 2020

It’s impossible to talk about 2020 without
mentioning the coronavirus pandemic, which has
killed more than a million people and devastated
economies around the world.

In the program, a panel of global health experts
from Rotary’s partners in the Global Polio
Eradication Initiative (GPEI) discusses how the
infrastructure that Rotary and the GPEI have built
to eradicate polio has helped communities tackle
needs caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, too.

“The infrastructure we built through polio in terms
of how to engage communities, how to work with
communities, how to rapidly teach communities to
actually deliver health interventions, do disease
surveillance, et cetera, has been an extremely
important part of the effort to tackle so many
other diseases,” says Dr. Bruce Aylward, senior
adviser to the director general at the WHO.

Panelists also include Dr. Christopher Elias,
president of the Global Development Division of
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation; Henrietta H.
Fore, executive director of UNICEF; and Rebecca
Martin, director of the Center for Global Health
at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.
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Rotary Foundation Trustee Geeta Manek, left, co-hosts the World Polio Day Global Online Update. 
Rotarian Marie-Irene Richmond Aouha, right, past PolioPlus chair of Cote d’Ivoire, presents at the event.

https://time.com/collection/100-most-influential-people-2020/
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Elias says that when there are global health
emergencies, such as outbreaks of other
contagious diseases, Rotarians always help. “They
take whatever they’ve learned from doing
successful polio campaigns that have reached all
the children in the village, and they apply that to
reaching them with yellow fever or measles
vaccine.”

The program discusses several pandemic response
tactics that rely on polio eradication
infrastructure: Polio surveillance teams in Ethiopia
are reporting COVID-19 cases, and emergency
operation centers in Afghanistan, Nigeria, and
Pakistan that are usually used to fight polio are
now also being used as coordination centers for
COVID-19 response.

The online program also includes a video of brave
volunteer health workers immunizing children in
the restive state of Borno, Nigeria, and profiles a
community mobilizer in Afghanistan who works
tirelessly to ensure that children are protected
from polio.

Kluger speaks with several people, including three
Rotary members, about their childhood
experiences as “Polio Pioneers” — they were
among more than a million children who took part
in a huge trial of Jonas Salk’s polio vaccine in the
1950s.

The future of the fight against polio

Rotary’s challenge now is to eradicate the wild
poliovirus in the two countries where the disease
has never been stopped: Afghanistan and
Pakistan. Routine immunizations must also be
strengthened in Africa to keep the virus from
returning there.

To eradicate polio, multiple high-quality
immunization campaigns must be carried out
each year in polio-affected and high-risk
countries. During the COVID-19 pandemic, it’s
necessary to maintain populations’ immunity
against polio while also protecting health workers
from the coronavirus and making sure they don’t
transmit it.

Rotary has contributed more than $2.1 billion to
polio eradication since it launched the PolioPlus
program in 1985, and it’s committed to raising $50
million each year for polio eradication activities.
Because of a 2-to-1 matching agreement with the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, that means that,
each year, $150 million goes toward fulfilling
Rotary’s promise to the children of the world: No
child will ever again suffer the devastating effects
of polio.
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NUTS N’  BALLS 
by PP Boy Guevara,  J r .
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Dear friends: Dr. Charles, secretary-general of the
United Nations Chinese Friendship Association,
reminds: Everyone who sees this life-saving method
must pass it on! This is also a good deed!

Four really simple knowledge:
1. Choking something
2. Stiff neck
3. Foot cramps
4. My feet are numb

Please do your best to spread this, because it is
knowledge, which can teach and save people!

Life-saving methods to share:

1. How to deal with choking - just "raise your hand"!

2. Stiff neck
Do you occasionally find yourself stiff neck when
you wake up in the morning? It's neck pain. What
should you do if you stiff neck?

Once stiff neck, just lift your feet up!

Break the thumb of your big toe, and slowly
massage and rotate it in a clockwise or
counterclockwise direction!

3. When foot cramps
Raise your right hand high when your left foot
cramps. 
When your right foot cramps, raise your left hand
high and immediately relieve it.

4. Foot numb
If your left foot is numb, shake your right palm
vigorously.
If your right foot is numb, shake your left palm
vigorously.

Three ways to help

1. Hemiplegia (regardless of cerebral hemorrhage
or embolism), crooked mouth and eyes,
immediately take a sewing needle to pierce the
lowermost point of the patient's earlobes,
squeeze a drop of blood from each, and the
patient will heal immediately without leaving any
sequelae.

2. After the sudden death of a heart attack, the
patient immediately took off his socks and
pierced his ten toes with a sewing needle,
squeezing out a drop of blood from each of the
ten toes. The patient would wake up without
waiting for the ten toes to be squeezed.

3. Regardless of asthma or acute laryngitis, if the
patient was found to be unable to breathe,
blushing and his neck thick, he quickly pierced the
tip of his nose with a sewing needle and
squeezed out two drops of black blood to heal.

None of the above three methods are dangerous,
please rest assured that they are all valid within
10 seconds. Accumulate virtue and do good, a
love, I turned! Be sure to pass it hard, because it is
knowledge, which can teach people and save
people when they are in trouble!

Help others have merit! 

Everyone should pass on this life-saving method,
everyone! This is also a good deed!

OTHER MATTERS

balita
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1.) “The world will not be destroyed by those who do evil, but, by those who watch them without 
    doing anything.” -  Albert Einstein 

2.) “If I can do anything to use the gift to sing, to help feed people, to show my love, it is my joy.” 
     -  Steve Wonder

3.) “When you face difficult times, know that challenges are not sent to destroy you. They’re sent      
     to promote, increase and strengthen you.”

4.) “If people are trying to bring you down, it only means that you are above them.”

5.) “Education is not about medals and high grades, it’s about manners and good attitude you've 
      learned.”

6.) “Don't compare yourself to others. There's no comparison between the sun and the moon. They 
     shine when it’s their time.”

7.) “You know you made the right decision when there is peace in your heart.”

8.) “Sometimes you have to accept the fact that certain things will never go back to how they 
     used to be. Life goes on.”

9.) “I have learned to live each day as if it was the last.  After all, it might be the last.”

10.) “Keep the Faith. We will get through this together.  Always hope, but, never expect.”

QUOTES ON LIFE

by PP Frank Evar isto

OTHER MATTERS
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DOING GOOD IN THE WORLD  
by PDG Rudy Bediones

balita

The mother of a Rotary Past President from
another club died last week. The sister of this Past
President is in Canada and wishes to come to
Manila to be at the wake of her mom. However,
she cannot come home per IATF rules as she had
already acquired Canadian citizenship and was
not able to avail of dual citizenship.

Last Friday, October 23, 2020, I called up Rtn. Jed
Dayang and asked him if there is any way he can
help the sister come to Manila. I knew it was a
difficult request considering that we were headed
towards the weekend.

Yesterday, October 25, 2020, I got a text
message saying that the sister is now on her way
to Manila.   
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Thank you Rtn. Jed. You are a miracle worker.  It is
difficult to put to words the joy you brought to
their family...a family you don't even know.

They are immensely grateful for your valuable
assistance.

God bless you Rtn. Jed.
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