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K A B A L I T A

Membership is the lifeblood of "Service Above Self". Without members,
a club cannot function.  And even as we surpassed a century of
existence, there is always a need to revisit the core of Rotary itself as
one of the most sought after pillars of Membership Development gives
his take on the matter with our very own Director for Club Service
reporting the membership trend and plan of Asia's First Rotary Club. 
 It's time to stand up and be counted, get engaged and be of service
to others as ROTARY OPENS OPPORTUNITIES.
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P A R T  I

12:00 NN                   

Philippine National Anthem

RCM Hymn

Rotary Hymn

The Rotarian Pledge

The Four (4) Way Test

Introduction of Guests and Visiting Rotarians

Welcome Song

Maligayang Bati

Happy Birthday Song

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

AVP of RCM Members

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP

Star Rtn. John Brian Pallasigue

Dir. Hans Palacios

AVP

Rtn. PJ Garcia

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of Birthday Celebrants

Zoom Weekly Membership Luncheon Meeting

Rotary Year 2020-2021

Thursday, October 15, 2020, 11:00 AM

P R O G R A M    T I M E T A B L E

3

11:00 AM                   Registration & Zoom In
1. Program Technical Moderators   

2. Program Moderator/Facilitator    

STAR Rtn. Toby Rast /
EA Sol Troniado-Encarnacion
Rtn. PJ Garcia

Call to Order Pres. Bobby Joseph

October 15         PD Joey Yuhico               

October 18         Rtn. Art dela Cruz                

balita

11:50 AM  Zoom Meeting House Rules

Invocation 
and Special prayers for the repose of the soul
+Engr. Ziad Eldebs (Brother of IPD Issam
Eldebs) 
and for the healing and speedy recovery 
of PP Cesar Ubaldo, Ambassador Rtn. Joey
Syjuco and PVP Mike Guerrero

Rtn. Hansel Tillmann

12:30 PM                  

AT/Dir. Jujut Enriquez
Director for Club Service 
(Membership Concerns)

RCM Membership Trend and Plan   

President's Time Pres. Bobby Joseph

12:45 PM                  



P A R T  I I
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Introduction of Guest Speaker

balita

2:00 PM                  Response and Meeting Adjournment Pres. Bobby Joseph 

Zoom Weekly Membership Luncheon Meeting

Rotary Year 2020-2021

Thursday, October 15, 2020, 11:00 AM

P R O G R A M    T I M E T A B L E

1:00 PM                  PDG Obet Pagdanganan

Address:      PDG ROLANDO “OYAN” V. VILLANUEVA
                    Past Regional Rotary Coordinator            

 for the Philippines and Indonesia - Zone 7A

Topic:          "Journey Towards Engaged Club Members"

Open Forum
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G U E S T  S P E A K E R

PDG ROLANDO “OYAN” V. VILLANUEVA

Co-Chair, THE ONE Philippines Humanitarian Award of Rotary International, RY 2020-2021
Assistant Promotions Chair, 2021 Taipei Rotary International Convention, Zone 10A, RY 2020-2021

Regional Rotary Coordinator for the Philippines and Indonesia, Zone 7A
RY 2012-2015

District Governor
Rotary International District 3790

RY 2009-2010
President, Rotary Club of Baguio Summer Capital, RY 2004-2005

RCM MEMBERSHIP TREND AND PLAN
AT/Dir. EDUARDO “JUJUT” V. ENRIQUEZ, III

Director for Club Service
(Membership Concerns)
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Oyan received his medical technology degree
from the Loma Linda University of California.
Coupled with specialized courses from the
University of California at Riverside and the San
Bernardino Valley College, he eventually earned
his masters’ degree from the Asian Institute of
Management in Makati, Philippines. He manages
an Italian coffee espresso machine importing and
distribution company, coffee flavoring, bakery
ingredients for bread, confectionery and pastry.

He presently serves as Treasurer for the Sagip
Kapatid Foundation, a Trustee of the Fernando-
Rosa Bautista Foundation of the University of
Baguio, a Host Parent of the Philippine Military
Academy, a Member of the Baguio Association of
Restaurants, SKAL Makati and the Hotel and
Restaurant Association of Baguio.  He previously
served as a Past National President of the
Association of Pilipinas Shell Dealers Inc., Board
Member of the Baguio City Council for the Boy
Scouts of the Philippines, Vice Chair of the
Regional Advisory Group for the Philippine
National Police for the Cordillera Region, Director
of the Philippine National Red Cross Baguio and a
Trustee of Brent International School Baguio. In
2018,  he was chosen as an Outstanding Citizen
of Baguio City.

In Rotary International, he presently serves as the
Co-Chair for THE ONE Philippines  Humanitarian
Award and as Assistant Zone Promotions Chair for
Zone 10A for the 2021 Taipei Rotary International
Convention. 

He previously served as the District Trainer for RI
District 3790 for RY 2019 - 2020, the Vice
Chairman for Promotions for the 2019 Manila
Rotary Institute and 2020 Honolulu Rotary
International Convention, Promotions Chair for RI
Zone 10 for the 2019 Hamburg Rotary International
Convention, Promotions Chair for RI Zones 7 and
8, Membership Project Lead for the country of
Indonesia, Rotary International President’s
Representative for RI District 3360 in Thailand in
2019, Rotary International President’s
Representative to the District Conference of
District 3870 in Valencia City, Bukidnon in RY
2016-2017 and a member of the Young PDG Ad
Hoc committee advising the RI board in RY 2017-
2018. He served as Promotions and Attendance
Chair of the 2016 Presidential Conference on
WASH.  He was Regional Rotary Coordinator for
Philippines and Indonesia covering Zone 7A for
Rotary Years 2012 – 2015 after having served as
Assistant Rotary Coordinator for RY 2011 - 2012.

He also served as the Rotary International
President’s Representative for the District
Conference of District 3300 in Malaysia in 2013
and as Training Facilitator for the Governors-Elect
Training Seminars in Zone Institutes, as Breakout
Speaker during the Rotary International
Conventions in Bangkok, Thailand in 2012 and
Sydney, Australia in 2014, as Breakout Moderator
in Brazil in 2015, and as  Chief Guest of the
Presidents- Elect Training Seminar of RI District
3201 in Coimbatore, India in 2013. He was the
Executive Secretary for the Philippine Rotary
Forum of the Philippine College of Rotary
Governors in 2005. His Governorship for RY 2009-
2010 was a result of years of service under the
Rotary Club of Baguio Summer Capital (RCBSC)
where he was inducted in 1999 and, eventually,
became the Club President in RY 2004-2005. He
is presently a Major Donor Level 2 of the Rotary
Foundation. His home club, for its part, enjoys the
distinction of being the First 100% PHF Club in
District 3790.
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G U E S T  S P E A K E R

Rolando “Oyan” Villanueva
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Dear Colleagues in RCM,
 
May the blessings of the Lord shine upon you and
your family with abundance, wellness, safety,
peace and happiness with Mama Mary at your
side.
 
Let us extend a helping hand to those who are
starving and malnourished. At times, it is no
longer the struggle of the poor, but, their near
end. The breadwinner of the family has long lost
his job. They are indebted, sick and seriously in
dire need. They need help.
 
We are appealing to all our members to donate
to the Feeding Program Fund Drive. Our goal is
for each member to donate 9,000 Pesos within
the next 9 months. You may pay a one-time check
or installments of Php 1,000.00 per month starting
October 2020. In order to stretch our donation
and make the program more sustainable, we will
look for some corporations to co-sponsor with us.
All funds will be deposited to the RCManila
Foundation, Inc. Your Board will look for a
reputable NGO to provide the food for the
Feeding Program. Any comments or suggestions
to improve this project would be appreciated. 
 
It was very timely that we received a monetary
donation of US $3,000 from the Rotary Club of
Osaka East and safety equipment from the Rotary
Club of Shanghai which we donated to the
Philippine General Hospital (PGH). As we are
asking our sister clubs for help, they will likewise
be seeking assistance from us. That is expected
and we hope we can support other Rotary Clubs.
Meanwhile, we will continuously help PGH in their
cerebral palsy and cancer unit. It is the best
hospital in the country to help the marginalized of
society. 
 
We are elated and deeply moved by the video
presentation followed by the open forum
regarding Fr. Rocky’s TULOY Foundation. We were
able to raise Php 140,000.00 as a start. We are
committed to supporting TULOY all year round.
We hope to be able to visit the TULOY Foundation
when the pandemic subsides. 

By the way, I just ended my term of duty as
President and Commodore of the Manila Yacht
Club (MYC) with flying colors for being the
catalyst in Saving Manila Bay. MYC was 

balita
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P R E S I D E N T ' S  C O R N E R

Your Servant President,
 

Robert "Bobby" Lim Joseph, Jr.
President
RY 2020-2021
(101st President)

organized in 1923 wherein a number of the
members were RCM members. I have requested
to look into the archives to find out who were the
officers and members of RCM and MYC. I have
proposed to the new Board of MYC for us to have
a mutual recognition of our past leaders. At
present, we have RCM members who are also
MYC members.

We have much to work for towards increasing our
membership drive. I, personally, will be bringing in
my 3rd sponsored member, who is my eldest son,
and 4th sponsored member, another associate in
social tourism promoting vegetables, honey and
tree planting in Zambales in an Aeta Community.
The Board members have committed to bringing
in at least fifteen (15) new members this year.

We have reserved a maximum of ninety (90)
guests in the biggest ballroom of The Heritage
Hotel Manila for our Inaugural of the 2020-2021
Board of Directors and Executive Officers. Please
join us in celebrating our new Board. This event
will be fully sponsored by Philippine Wine
Merchants. This will be our first social event this
year with proper social distancing and wearing of
face masks. We shall have a quartet band.
Cocktails will begin at 5:00 pm so people can go
home early (as requested by my wife). We will
finalize the date after our Board Meeting on
Tuesday, October 13, 2020. Stay tuned!
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The Rotary Club of Manila Audiovisual
Presentation of the Philippine National Anthem.

The World Famous Music Chorale
Audiovisual Presentation of the RCM Hymn.

Star Rtn Jed Dayang, as Program Moderator/
Facilitator, calls the day’s sequential order of activities.

President Bobby Joseph
calls the meeting to order.

PD Beda Fajardo delivers an invocation with special prayers.

Star Rtn. Toby Rast, assisted by RCMFI EA Sol Troniado-Encarnacion,
as Program Technical Moderator.

T H E  W E E K  T H A T  W A S

8
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Rtn. PJ Garcia recites the Rotarian
Pledge as a perfect prelude in
fostering and strengthening ties
amongst fellow Rotarians by way of
reinforcing their resolve in furtherance
of Service Above Self.

T H E  W E E K  T H A T  W A S

9

The singing of the Rotary Hymn. Rtn. Ray Davis leads fellow
Rotarians in the recitation of
the Four (4) Way Test to
renew their commitment to
the Rotary movement.

The audiovisual presentation of the World
Famous Music Chorale singing the Welcome
Song.

Star Rtn. Jed Dayang, Program Moderator,
acknowledges the week’s birthday celebrants, namely,
PDSAA Ferdie Co, Rtn. Jimmy Tang, Rtn. Noel
Tanglao, Rtn. Doming Chua, PP Banit Caasi and Rtn.
Rickie Yap, which was followed by an audiovisual
presentation of the World Famous Music Chorale
singing the happy birthday song.

The audiovisual presentation of the
World Famous Music Chorale singing the
happy birthday song.

President Bobby Joseph
delivers his message during
the President’s Time.

Programs Committee Chairman
IPVP Hermie Esguerra brings back
tradition and facilitates the Club
Recognition Time/Fining
Session. 
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President Bobby Joseph
delivers his response and
thereafter, adjourns the
meeting.

PD John Cenica presents his new medical venture during
the pandemic in his Classification Talk.

PD Abe Pascual introduces Fr. Marciano “Fr.
Rocky” G. Evangelista, President and Founder,
Tuloy Foundation, Inc., as Guest Speaker.

Fr. Marciano “Fr. Rocky” G. Evangelista speaks on Serving the Poor and Abandoned Children.

An open forum immediately followed right after the Classification Talk of PD John
Cenica as well as after the talk and sharing of an audiovisual presentation by Fr.
Marciano “Fr. Rocky” G. Evangelista.  Among those who participated in the open
forum were PVP Lance Masters, Programs Committee Chairman IPVP Hermie
Esguerra, Rtn. Henning Karcher, Pres. Bobby Joseph, IPP Jackie Rodriguez, PD
Oscar del Rosario, Dir. Celso Abastillas, Dir. Hans Palacios, IPD Issam Eldebs
and DGN Joyce Ambray. 



Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,
 
Membership is the core of Rotary. As such, it is imperative for us to underscore the
importance of membership recruitment and engagement to assure the existence of a
club. Even as have passed our centennial year of existence, there is always a need to
rediscover new ways in membership development. Hence, we have invited a
membership development expert in Rotary, PDG Oyan Villanueva, to give us his words
of wisdom and valuable thoughts on this matter.
 
Towards a vibrant club of excellence, I remain.
 

Yours in the service of Rotary,
 
 
IPVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
Programs Committee Chairman
RY 2020-2021

balita
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C L U B  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

FROM THE PROGRAMS COMMITTEE

ATTENDANCE SUMMARY

R C M  M e m b e r s ’  A t t e n d a n c e  R e p o r t ,  R Y  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1
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LIST OF MEMBERS WHO HAVE PAID THEIR ANNUAL DUES FOR RY 2020-2021

(as of October 14, 2020, 2:00 PM)

C L U B  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N
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LIST OF MEMBERS WHO HAVE PAID THEIR ANNUAL DUES FOR RY 2020-2021

(as of October 14, 2020, 2:00 PM)

Source: Rotary International FB page
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Q:  What does our Code of Policies state with respect to General Financial Policies?

A:  Our Code of Policies as of April 22, 2015, under item 3.1 states as follows:

“3.1 GENERAL FINANCIAL POLICIES 
The members of the Board of Directors and officers of The Rotary Club of Manila (RCM), headed by its
President and assisted by the Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer(s), by virtue of their position, assume
individual and collective fiduciary responsibilities in the management and use of the funds of RCM. They
shall be responsible for and, accordingly, make sure that the funds of RCM are safe kept, managed and
used in the most prudent manner possible and in accordance with the purposes for which the funds were
generated. 

RCM funds shall be used exclusively for the furtherance of the objectives, programs and projects of the
Rotary Club of Manila and those of Rotary International. No individual or group of RCM members shall be
allowed to benefit personally from the use of RCM funds. 

The Board of Directors at the beginning of each Rotary year, shall evaluate and approve the annual
budget of RCM as submitted by the Treasurer in close consultation and coordination with the President,
the Committee Chairmen through their respective Directors-in-Charge, and the other Officers of RCM.
The annual budget and the Financial Reports shall be in consonance with the planned activities and
projects of RCM, as well as, the ability of RCM to fund such activities and projects. The annual budget
shall be classified into two main categories, viz., (a). GENERAL and (b) RESTRICTED. It shall be mandatory
on the part of the Treasurer to prepare a General Budget for approval of the President and the RCM
Board at the beginning of each Rotary year. However, a budget for Restricted Funds at the beginning of
the Rotary year may not be presented as the respective programs/projects for each of the Restricted
Funds may not yet be ready at the outset of the Rotary year. The respective committees in charge of the
Restricted Funds shall however be required to submit their budgets, prior to the launch of projects they
intend to undertake for approval of the President and the RCM Board. Funds under GENERAL shall be
used for the general and administrative expenses of the Club. Funds under RESTRICTED shall be used
exclusively for the purposes the respective restricted funds were established. Only the RCM Board shall
have the authority to approve reallocation of either the General or Restricted Funds. 
 
The Directors and Officers of RCM for a particular year shall ensure that the fiscal implications of their
particular year’s programs and projects shall be limited to the particular year said Board and Officers are
responsible for and shall see to it that the subsequent year’s Directors and Officers shall not be burdened
by expense overruns or liabilities which they have to assume. To allow for a smooth year to year transition,
each incumbent administration shall provide for enough funds to carry the next administration through two
to three months of operations while the funding programs of said incoming administration are being
worked out.”

C L U B  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N
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KNOW YOUR CLUB CONSTITUTION, BY-LAWS AND POLICIES

Q:  What are the duties of the Treasurer under our By-Laws?

A:  Our By-Laws under Article III states the following: 

“Section 4 – Treasurer 
It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to have custody of all funds, accounting for
same to the club annually and at any other time upon demand by the Board
and to perform such other duties as pertain to his office. Upon his retirement
from office he shall turn over to his successor or to the President all funds,
books of accounts or any other club property in his possession.”
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C L U B  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

PDG Vince Carlos met with prospective member Consul Hiro Okajima over lunch 
last October 14, 2020 at Chef Jessie, Rockwell Club, Makati City.

15

PDG VINCE CARLOS MEETS PROSPECTIVE MEMBER 

CONSUL HIRO OKAJIMA OVER LUNCH
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By Rhea Vitto Tabora

My experience as a star Rotarian was nothing short of awesome. I enjoyed meeting
different entrepreneurs, business individuals, and hardworking community

members from the area and hearing their stories. I learned a lot from these wise
adults, just by listening to their stories or exchanging anecdotes in light banter.

Rhea Vitto Tabora (RVT): As a new Rotarian, how would
you describe your experience so far?

Reginald Yu (RY): My moments as a new (Star) Rotarian in
the Rotary Club of Manila were both illuminating, yet
intimidating. I remember distinctly that, in my first General
Membership Meeting, I had a chance to personally sit beside
and break bread with a number of esteemed elder Rotarians
– such as former Mayor Fred Lim, former SBMA Chair Tong
Payumo, former House Speaker Joe de Venecia, former Sec.
Jimmy Laya, Archit Bartolome, et. al. – many of them were
illustrious personalities whom I only get to read about in the
newspapers or watch on television. To be frank, when I was
inducted as a regular member, I was a little unsure of the
challenge I had just taken on. I wasn’t even quite sure of
what Rotary was, other than just being a volunteer service
organization.

CLUB SECRETARY REGINALD “REGGIE” T. YU: LITERATURE BECOMES HIM

Witty, intelligent, strong, pragmatic, charming, and a grace under pressure. These are the characteristics of
Josiah “Jed” Bartlet, the President of the United States in NBC’s hit television series “The West Wing.” These
same qualities best describe Secretary Reggie Yu, President of Times Paint Corporation, a renowned
personality in the Junior Chamber International (JCI) world and a sought-after trainer.

The young writer who had penned comic books for his classmates during his childhood days had no idea he
would author the world’s first and only coffee table book about a JCI chapter. When he was appointed
chairman/author of the book project, he took it as a personal mission to come up with a comprehensive
volume of JCI Manila without thinking that it would later become a distinguished book.

Sec. Yu joined Junior Chamber International (JCI) Manila chapter (formerly, Manila Jaycees, the first and
premier JCI chapter in Asia) in 1991 and served in various capacities. He was conferred the lifetime
membership title of "JCI Senator" in 2000 and served as President of the JCI Senate Manila in 2011-2012,
while concurrently serving as National Chairman of "The Outstanding Filipino Awards" (TOFIL) search in
collaboration with Insular Life and Assurance Co. 

He also served as President of the Anvil Business Club from 2014 to 2015, and President of the Alumni
Association of Xavier School in from 2017 to 2019. Apart from this, he is also a member of the Y's Men Club of
Downtown Manila, a sustaining member of the Philippine Institute of Certified Public Accountants and
member of the Philippine Association of Management Accountants.

Know more about Sec. Yu as he shares his profound thoughts on various topics, and how the pandemic and
lockdown changed his outlook in life.
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I have never considered myself a good writer and
my experience in authoring books has been scant
at best (I don't know if writing comic books for my
classmates during my elementary years would be
considered a noteworthy experience). But I have
always been fascinated by history, especially
those clothed with an esteemed past like that of
the Jaycees. When JCI Manila was then
commemorating its 50th founding year in the
Philippines, I wondered aloud how relevant the
celebration would become if someone would write
a book about its rich history. Apparently, the
incoming president at that time, Felix Ang (of
CATS Motors) thought that it was a fantastic idea
and promptly appointed me chairman/author of
the book project. I took it as a personal mission to
come up with a comprehensive and definitive
volume of JCI Manila. 

R O T A R I A N  O F  T H E  W E E K
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After attending Rotary for several weeks, I now
know that it is so much more than having “lunch
with business people.” My experience as a star
Rotarian was nothing short of awesome. I enjoyed
meeting different entrepreneurs, business
individuals, and hardworking community members
from the area and hearing their stories. I learned a
lot from these wise adults, just by listening to their
stories or exchanging anecdotes in light banter. I
felt extremely welcomed at Rotary by the friendly
atmosphere, talkative people, and helpful hosts. I
also enjoyed the knowledge and caring that is
represented through Rotary. Between the
announcements from around the community,
invocations, and speakers, I never left Rotary
without feeling impacted and learning something
new.

Secretary Reginald Yu during his induction as a
member of the Rotary Club of Manila.

RVT: What inspired you to write “Forging
Vanguards”?

RY: I wrote "Forging Vanguards" in 1998 as a
tribute to the men behind the success of the Junior
Chamber International (JCI) movement in the
Philippines, particularly, with the first and premier
JCI chapter established in Asia, the Manila
Jaycees (now, JCI Manila). The book was the
culmination of my many contributions to the JCI
movement as a member. Only later did I realize
that it was the first (and only) coffee-table book
ever written about a JCI chapter anywhere else in
the world. It's still being used as a reference
material in JCI.

CLUB SECRETARY REGINALD “REGGIE” T. YU: LITERATURE BECOMES HIM

Another proud moment: Reginald Yu was
awarded the Most Outstanding JCI Senate
Chapter President in 2011.

RVT: If you are to choose a character in a book
or movie who is most similar to you, who would
you choose and why?

RY: If I were to choose a fictional character, it
would have to be Josiah "Jed" Bartlet, the
President of the United States in NBC's hit
television series, "The West Wing," an American
serial political drama television series created by
Aaron Sorkin that was originally broadcast on NBC
from September 22, 1999, to May 14, 2006. 
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CLUB SECRETARY REGINALD “REGGIE” T. YU: LITERATURE BECOMES HIM

The main protagonist is witty, intelligent, and
strong. President Bartlet has all of the qualities of
a great leader. He’s a pragmatic, charming, and
tough man who is known for his ability to be
graceful under pressure. While he's the "Leader of
the Free World," he's still humble. As he once told
his staff, “I’m the President of the United States,
not the President of the people who agree with
me.” President Bartlet juggles dozens of important
issues in every hour of every day. His job has
become his life, but luckily he’s got a team of
intelligent, dedicated people working around-the-
clock to help him run the nation. The President of
the United States has the most difficult job in the
world. Jed has to juggle a hundred separate
things at once, yet he’s able to do it all while
battling a life-threatening condition, multiple
sclerosis.

RVT: What’s the last book you read that you
couldn’t put down?

RY: That would certainly have to be "Team of
Rivals," a best-selling 2005 book by Pulitzer Prize-
winning American historian Doris Kearns Goodwin.
The book is a biographical portrait of U.S.
President Abraham Lincoln and some of the men
who served with him in his cabinet from 1861 to
1865. It's a story about three of his Cabinet
members who had previously run against Lincoln in
the 1860 election — Attorney General Edward
Bates, Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase
and Secretary of State William H. Seward — all far
more experienced, far more educated, far more
celebrated leaders than Lincoln. It's also about
Lincoln's relationship with his cabinet. Her book
showcases Lincoln's remarkable political skills and
focuses on the 16th President's mostly successful
attempts to reconcile conflicting personalities and
political factions on the path to abolition and
victory in the American Civil War.

Despite its hefty tome, this immense, finely boned,
944-page masterpiece was far from being a dull
administrative or bureaucratic account; rather, it
is a story of personalities — a messianic drama, if
you will — in which Lincoln's gift for coalition-
building has been showcased better than any
other writer of the same genre that I have ever
come across.

I highly recommend it.  

RVT: When and how do you come up with best
ideas?

RY: I don't believe that one has to be a deep
thinker to come up with the best ideas, but it
requires hard work. I believe discipline is key. To
get my brain on track to come up with an idea, I
often need to surround it with a lot of relevant
information. I do a lot of relevant research. I do
studies that problematize my existing ideas. I read
a lot of other authors who are trying to do similar
things. I read books that familiarize myself with
the setting of the place I am writing about. I often
interact with people outside of my normal social
group which will expose me to new ideas and
perspectives.

Clockwise from top left:  Having a banter with

former President Noynoy Aquino during the TOFIL

2011 Awards Ceremonies; Business dialogue with

Mang Inasal Founder Injap Sia; Discussing national

issues with Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte.
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RVT: How has the pandemic and lockdown
changed your outlook in life? 

RY: As I found myself separated from friends and
family, fear and anxiety about a disease can be
overwhelming and bring about strong emotions.
For me, it could sometimes feel that I'm in a state
of being trapped in an obsidian pit with no light at
the end of the tunnel. But then, sometimes, in the
midst of my nadir, I learned to appreciate the little
silver linings in life and look at the bright side. For
someone who was in a state of perpetual motion, I
had to undergo quite an adjustment to appreciate
idleness and leisure and rethink my relationship
with God, family, loved ones, and friends... in that
order. While I may still have access to my mobile
phone and social media, but with places of social
gathering shut down, the bulk of my day was spent
in my home with my family. The slowed pace of life
has given me a chance to catch my breath and
have the time to pay closer attention to what my
kids were saying. And something as simple, and
previously unappreciated, as an evening stroll,
with or without the family, can now actually be the
highlight of my day.

I have taken to catching up long-delayed classics
like Jane Austen’s “Pride and Prejudice,” Franz
Kafka’s “The Metamorphosis,” and Thandie
Newton’s “Jane Eyre.” I also took to enrolling in
Harvard University’s free on-line classes (HarvardX)
on Chinese History and the study of Islam. Looking 

R O T A R I A N  O F  T H E  W E E K
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RVT: Name one invention that amazes you until
now.

RY: That would have to be the mobile phone.
More than just its immeasurable social influence
and how it revolutionized society in less than a
decade, I'm absolutely fascinated over its science:
how voices (and data) are turned into electrical
signals; how radio waves travel through the air to
a nearby cell tower; how the tower sends voice
and data to the person you are calling and the
process is reversed so that the person on the other
end can hear your voice... all without the need of
wires or cables. 

It's simply an astounding piece of technology!

beyond the “gloom-and-doom” prognostications
that I see in the evening news almost on a daily
basis, I have learned to instead focus on
expanding what is beautiful about my life and
eliminating what no longer serves me. I've learned
that, if I just took the time to plan what I want to
transpire during this time, what do I want to
achieve, and build that into my daily activities, I
can make it happen. All told, this time of enforced
togetherness has been a time of discoveries – of
differences, but also of finding common ground
that we might have forgotten about, or never even
known before. This disease has shown me how
interconnected we all are, in scary ways, but
possibly also good ones. I've seen how one place
in the world might affect the rest of us.
 
But on a more personal level, even though I’ve
sometimes felt restless and confined in my own
home, this quarantine has given me a precious
time with family.

Secretary Reginald Yu with his family. 

Looking beyond the “gloom-and-doom”
prognostications that I see in the evening

news almost on a daily basis, I have learned
to instead focus on expanding what is

beautiful about my life and eliminating what
no longer serves me. I've learned that, if I
just took the time to plan what I want to

transpire during this time, what I want to
achieve, and build that into my daily

activities, I can make it happen. 
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RVT: If you can go out for a road trip with your
family right now, where would you go and
why?

RY: To be honest, I am never fond of long road
trips. It always conjures up images of restless,
noisy kids whose "stomachs are always empty and
bladders always full." But if I were to choose one
destination in the Philippines, it would have to be
a ten-hour sojourn north of Metro Manila to the
province of Ilocos. The region offers a wide array
of attractions to satisfy all types of travelers, from
adventure-seekers to sun-worshippers to heritage
conservationists to gourmands. The fun thing is
that every family member can be any of them in a
span of three days.

Vigan is the ideal base for exploring the rest of
the region. The city bursts with more activities as
the sun sets in. And it offers staying at century-old
bahay-na-bato converted into guesthouses. For
some inexplicable reason, the city of Vigan draws
me with its charming architecture, preserved from
Spanish colonial times. A walk down cobblestoned
Calle Crisologo and a kalesa (horse-drawn
calash) tour around the city’s sights always take
me back to the country's idyllic 18th-century,
Spanish colonial past. 

A ride up to Ilocos Norte can open many beautiful
vistas and historical sights, like Paoay Church. For
a shot of adrenaline, I could spend a morning at
the sand dunes, on sand boards and 4x4s. For
something truly spectacular, a horse ride over to
the white coastal limestone of the Kapurpurawan
Rock Formation can be a real thrill. Finally,
another two hours to Pagudpud, the northernmost
tip of mainland Luzon, can be a real treat.

RVT: How would you describe your perfect
day?

RY: My perfect day would begin by waking up
without an alarm, making a delicious breakfast
and eating it in my pajamas while I sip on a cup of
piping hot chocolate. Then I'd read a good book
for a little while on my front porch, followed by a
trip to the gym. For lunch I'd love to go out with
friends or family somewhere fun and light. In the
afternoon, I'd go to a clean bookstore and just
browse around, taking in the daylight. At
dinnertime, I'd love to spend dinner with good
friends or family and end the night with a movie.
Overall, a pretty relaxing day, but still full of fun
activities.

RVT: What event in your life would make a
good movie material?

RY: Frankly, I don't consider any facet of my life
exciting enough of being adapted into a movie; it
will be an absolute bore. While I've faced a ton of
challenges throughout my life, I believe they are
nothing compared to the ones encountered by
those constantly faced with life's most incredibly
formidable adversities, and how they were able to
overcome them.

The man in action. From top: Conquering Mt. Pulag

Summit; Xavier Alumni Association Medical Mission at

Nibangon Mangan-Vaca, Zambales; JCI Manila Senate

Caltex Driving Change Project
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MANILA YACHT CLUB TURNOVER

The Manila Yacht Club conducted simple Turnover Ceremonies where
Outgoing Commodore and Rotary Club of Manila President Robert “Bobby” L.
Joseph, Jr. turned over the mantle of leadership to Incoming Commodore
Francisco P. Garcia with directors and past Commodores Juan Marcos C.
Arellano Jr. and Ildefonso G. Tronqued in attendance last October 9, 2020 at
the Manila Yacht Club in Manila. Commodore Joseph served the club for two
years that resulted in the cleanup of Manila Bay through the Rotary Club of
Manila project, “Save Manila Bay”.
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TURNOVER OF DONATIONS OF RC OSAKA EAST AND RC SHANGHAI TO PGH

IPP Jackie Rodriguez and DE John Cutter turned over the US$ 3,000 donation of
the Rotary Club of Osaka East and the safety equipment donation of the Rotary
Club of Shanghai, which were both coursed through the Rotary Club of Manila,
to the Philippine General Hospital last October 8, 2020. These were received by
PGH officials led by PGH Director Dr. Gerardo “Gap” Legaspi who expressed his
profound gratitude in behalf of the institution.
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FELLOWSHIP MEETING WITH ROTARY CLUB OF BANGKOK

Rtn. Momo Mommaerts attended a fellowship last October 8, 2020,
hosted by the Rotary Club of Bangkok headed by President Abdullah
Alawadi, his wife and three boys, in Bangkok, Thailand.  Together with
him were Bangkok Rotarians Nicklaus Ulander and Martin as well as
Rotary Club of Bangkok East President Dr. Jay Cheong.



July 14, 2020

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 

 

An Opportunity has now opened doors for our

club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club.  With only

US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution, you

can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

 

We have members who have risen to donor

levels that have earned them significant point

values.   Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie

Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, IPVP Hermie

Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet

Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness

to share the points they have earned to allow

Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul

Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution

of   US$ 500.00 instead of the regular   US$

1,000.00. 

 

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling

in  www.rotary.org  using your R.I.

Identification Number. Once enrolled, you are

allowed to learn Rotary, increase your circle

of friendship and contribute conveniently

using the website. 

 

We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of

service-oriented people who believe that our

congregation is a means to share our

blessings to the less fortunate communities

globally.   The Rotary Foundation is the

funding arm of global humanitarian

undertakings of Rotary International.   It was

formally named in 1917 and the first trustees

were appointed after Rotary International

President Arch Klumph proposed for the

establishment of an endowment  for the

purpose of doing good in the world.   The first

grant of US$ 500 benefitted the International

Society for Crippled Children (Easter Seals).

History marks the milestone projects of The

Rotary Foundation such a scholarship for

international graduate study, the elimination 

of Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World

Peace Forum, among others.   Under the

Rotary’s 7 Areas of Service Focus, namely,

Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution,

Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water and

Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic

Education and Literacy, Economic and

Community Development and lastly,

Supporting the Environment, Rotary

International and The Rotary Foundation have

made themselves relevant to developing

communities globally.

 

All these services would not have been made

possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,

who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become

members of The Rotary Foundation through a

minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  

 

We are currently working on a Global Grants

for COVID-19 and other community-related

projects    Your contribution will significantly

improve the community living of our target

beneficiaries.

 

For any assistance, please feel free to

contact me.

 

Yours in the service of Rotary, 

 

ROMEO THADDEUS LIAMZON 

Vice President

Chairman, The Rotary Foundation

RY 2020-2021 

 

Noted by:

 

ROBERT L. JOSEPH, JR. 

President

RY 2020-2021
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AN INVITATION TO JOIN THE ROSTER OF PAUL HARRIS FELLOWS
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Let’s admit it: achieving a high growth rate (negative or positive) is easier
with a small club. Still, after more than five years of almost continuous decline
in membership, my club was excited to report a 60 percent growth in
membership from July to October. We had 18 members on 1 July. Now we have
29, with 11 new members inducted in the first trimester of the new Rotary year.

How did we do it? Let me share our recipe:

Ingredient 1: Less meetings, more service and
public events. 
Rotary’s Council on Legislation has given a lot of
freedom to clubs on how they organize their
meetings. So we decided to reduce our regular
meetings from four to two per month, which gives
us more time for service work and organizing
public events.

Ingredient 2: Better service opportunities.
Many Rotarians are professionals and business
leaders, yet most do not use their skills when they
volunteer with their club. We changed that in our
club by creating teams of Rotarians and non-
Rotarians combining their skills to provide free
advice to local nonprofits on the strategic issues
they face. This is not only more interesting in
terms of volunteer work, but it is also more
impactful to create positive change in the
community.

Ingredient 3: Lower cost. 
By the standards of Washington D.C., our
membership dues are not very high, at $600 per
year. But this is too much for many. So we
created two new membership types – a
membership at half the regular dues for young
professionals under 35 years of age, and a
spouse/partner membership at one third of the
dues.

Ingredient 4: Stronger public image.
We are organizing better and more regular public
events. One of our recent events was a seminar
at the World Bank with great speakers on
education for peace and social change. That
same week we also had a stand at the main
festival in our neighborhood. In addition, we have
been writing articles for a local blog, the local
magazine for our neighborhood in Washington,
D.C., and a free newspaper.

Ingredient 5: Strategic planning. 
We now have a strategic plan, our first since
the club’s creation in 2003. The plan gives
us a vision, and clear milestones and targets
that we are trying to achieve.

Ingredient 6: Luck. 
Part of our gain in membership was just
luck, as two new members transferred from
other clubs due to changes in jobs and the
location of their workplace. What’s great is
that they bring with them a lot of
experience in Rotary.

It remains to be seen whether we will
continue on the path of membership growth
for the rest of the year. We expect some
members to relocate, so we will need to
recruit more members to compensate. But
we are making progress, and we have
exciting initiatives coming up that should
help us become better known in the
community, make a larger difference for the
less fortunate, and hopefully continue to
grow.

R O T A R Y  I N F O R M A T I O N
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 6 INGREDIENTS FOR MEMBERSHIP GROWTH

By Quentin Wodon, a member of the Rotary Club of Capitol Hill, Washington, D.C., USA

Source: www.rotary.org
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Ants Problem:
Ants hate cucumbers. 
    "Keep the skin of cucumbers near the place 
    where they are or at ant hole.  

To make the mirror shine:
    "Clean with Sprite"
 
To remove chewing gum from clothes:
    "Keep the cloth in the freezer for one hour"
 
To whiten white clothes:
    "Soak white clothes in hot water with a 
    slice of lemon for 10 minutes" 
 
To give a shine to your hair: 
    "Add one teaspoon of vinegar to hair, then 
     wash Hair"
 
To get maximum juice out of lemons:
    "Soak lemons in hot water for one hour, 
    and then juice them" 
 
To avoid smell of cabbage while cooking: 
    "Keep a piece of bread on the cabbage in 
    the vessel while cooking"
 
To remove ink from clothes:
    "Put toothpaste on the ink spots generously 
     and let it dry completely, then wash"
 
To get rid of mice or rats: 
    "Sprinkle black pepper in places where you 
    find mice and rats. They will run away."

      Take Water Before Bedtime..
       "About 90% of heart attacks occur early 
       in the morning and it can be reduced if
       one takes a glass or two of water before 
       going to bed at night"

       We know water is  important but never 
       knew about the special times one 
       has to drink it.. !!
 
       Did you  ???  
 
      
       Drinking water at the right time maximizes
      its effectiveness on the human Body;
 
       1 Glass of water after waking up 
          - helps to activate internal organs
 
       1 Glass of water 30 minutes before a meal 
          - helps digestion
 
       1 Glass of water before taking a bath 
          - helps lower your blood pressure
 
       1 Glass of water before going to bed 
           - avoids stroke or heart attack
 

      Chinese Proverb Says:
      'When someone 
       shares something of 
       value with you and 
       you benefit from  it, 
       You have a moral 
       obligation to share it 
       with others too.'

NUTS N’  BALLS 
by PP Boy Guevara,  J r .

O T H E R  M A T T E R S
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Must read, very useful:

SOMETHING YOU MIGHT HAVE NOT KNOWN 
AND NEED TO KNOW !!
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 "My mantra in l ife that the more blessings you get, the more blessings you give     1 .
      out. God is just using you as a channel to show your blessings with others." 
      - Alden Richards

   2. "God speaks in the si lence of the heart. L istening is the beginning of prayer."
       - Mother Teresa
 
   3. "When you have done something wrong, admit it  and be sorry. No one in history
       has ever choked to death from swallowing his pride."

   4. "People ask me, 'Why is it  so hard to trust people?' The real question is 'Why is 
       i t  so hard for people to tel l  the truth?' "

   5. "Never be defined by your past. It  was just a lesson, not a l ife sentence."
 
   6. "Al l  things in l ife are temporary. If  they are going well ,  enjoy them, they wil l  not 
       last forever. If  they are going wrong, don't worry,  they can't last long either."

   7. "There is no enemy outside our soul.  The real enemies l ive outside us. Anger, 
       Pr ide, Greed and Hate. Avoid them and enjoy a peaceful l ife."

   8. "The less you respond to negative people, the more peaceful your l ife wil l
       become."
 
   9. "Si lence is the best reply to a fool."

QUOTES ON LIFE
by PP Frank Evar isto

O T H E R  M A T T E R S



PRES. BOBBY L. JOSEPH, JR.
Publisher

ASAG/DE/DIR. ALBERT S. ALDAY
Editor-in-Chief

SEC. REGINALD T. YU
Managing Editor

PP FRANK A. EVARISTO
Associate Editor

PP BOY S. GUEVARA, JR.
PSAA ELOY ADAMOS
Contributing Editors

RHEA VITTO TABORA
Editorial Consultant

RCM SECRETARIAT

ANNA KUN TOLEDO
Executive Secretary

REMEDIOS CONSTANCIA S. BIGCAS
Executive Assistant

AMIEL M. HERNANDEZ
Committee Coordinator

GRACE AQUINO
Fund Coordinator

RCM OFFICE

543 Arquiza St. cor. Grey St. 
Ermita, Manila

Tel. No. 8-527-1886 
Fax No. 8-527-1885

Email: rcmanila@rcmanila.org

balita

B.O.D. & EXECUTIVE OFFICERS | EDITORIAL TEAM

30

ROBERT “BOBBY” L. JOSEPH, JR.
President

JOAQUIN “JACKIE” C. RODRIGUEZ
Immediate Past President

ROMEO THADDEUS “THAD” R. LIAMZON
Vice President

Directors

ALBERT S. ALDAY
JOHNNY N. CHOTRANI
CELSO E. ABASTILLAS

EDUARDO “JUJUT” V. ENRIQUEZ, III
ALBERT “HANS” C. PALACIOS

FARID ALAIN SCHOUCAIR
HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA 

(Ex-Officio - Chairman, RCManila Foundation, Inc.)

REGINALD “REGGIE” T. YU
Club Secretary

KARLO EUGENE JOSEF “KARLO” M. CASTRO
Club Treasurer

AMADO "AMADING" D. VALDEZ
Board Legal Adviser

PP TEODORO “TEDDY” J. OCAMPO
PP JESUS “SUSING” M. PINEDA, JR.

Board Advisers

DAVID “DAVE” J. REYNOLDS
Sergeant-at-Arms

HENRY S. GO
Assistant Club Secretary

MARCUS L. DEE
EDUARDO “JUJUT” V. ENRIQUEZ, III

Assistant Club Treasurers

JASON M. BOGOVICH
Deputy Sergeant-at-Arms

ANNA KUN TOLEDO
Executive Secretary

REMEDIOS CONSTANCIA S. BIGCAS
         Executive Assistant

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
& EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

RY 2020-2021

EDITORIAL TEAM
RY 2020-2021


