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The First Virtual Elections in the history of the Rotary Club of Manila, the First in Asia

Let the members of Asia's First Rotary Club be apprised of the
technical guidelines for the Election of the Board of Directors for
RY 2021-2022 from youthful experts in the technology as the day
of reckoning approaches.   It's time to be informed and let our
voices be heard on the coming day of reckoning.
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Zoom Weekly Membership Luncheon Meeting

Rotary Year 2020-2021

Thursday, September 17, 2020, 11:00 AM

P R O G R A M    T I M E T A B L E

3

P A R T  I

11:00 AM                   Registration & Zoom In

1. Program Technical Moderators   

2. Program Moderator/Facilitator    

STAR Rtn. Toby Rast /
EA Sol Troniado-Encarnacion

Treas. Karlo Castro

12:00 NN                   Call to Order Pres. Bobby Joseph

September 19    PT Lito Sibayan                        September 20     Rtn. Nonoy Libanan

September 20   PP Jimmie Policarpio               September 21      PP Cesar Ubaldo

President's Time Pres. Bobby Joseph

12:30 PM Induction of
JOHN BRIAN PALLASIGUE                        
(Filipino) 
Executive Vice President of Sunertech
Classification: Power Production and Distribution:
                       Transmission & Distribution Equipment
Proposed by:  Pres. Bobby Joseph

 

P A R T  I I
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11:50 AM  Zoom Meeting House Rules

Philippine National Anthem

RCM Hymn

The Rotarian Pledge

The Four (4) Way Test

Introduction of Guests and Visiting Rotarians

Welcome Song

Maligayang Bati

Happy Birthday Song

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

AVP of RCM Members

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

PD Art Lopez

Rtn. Martin Henkelmann

Treas. Karlo Castro

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of Birthday Celebrants

Invocation and       
Special prayers for the eternal repose of the souls 
of +Matilde Orozco Mendoza (Mother of Rtn. Raji
Mendoza) and +Engr. Ziad Eldebs (Brother of PD
Issam Eldebs) and for the healing and speedy
recovery of PP Cesar Ubaldo and Ambassador
Rtn. Joey Syjuco

PD Jun Hallare

Pres. Bobby Joseph



Zoom Weekly Membership Luncheon Meeting

Rotary Year 2020-2021

Thursday, September 17, 2020, 11:00 AM

P R O G R A M    T I M E T A B L E

P A R T  I I I
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1:00 PM                  Introduction of RCM Committee on Election

for the Election of Board of Directors 

for RY 2021-2022

Introduction of Club Election Technical

Consultants/ Facilitators

IPP Jackie Rodriguez
Chairman, Committee on Elections

PDG Rudy Bediones

balita

Technical Consultants / Facilitators: 

IPDRR ERICA PAYWAN-FLORENDO
District Rotaract Representative
Rotary International District 3810
RY 2019-2020
President, Rotaract Club of San Antonio de Padua
RY 2013-2014
Regional Coordinator or MIMAROPA                       
Council for the Welfare of Children

JOHN LORENZO A. FLORENDO
Project Officer II
Local Government Academy, DILG
Freelance Zoom Specialist
Wings and Motion Entertainment
Production

2:00 PM                  Response and Meeting Adjournment Pres. Bobby Joseph 
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TECHNICAL ELECTION CONSULTANTS
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IPDRR ERICA R. PAYWAN-FLORENDO
District Rotaract Representative

Rotary International District 3810 | RY 2019-2020
President, Rotaract Club of San Antonio de Padua

RY 2013-2014

JOHN LORENZO A. FLORENDO
Project Officer II, Local Government Academy, DILG

Freelance Zoom Specialist
Wings and Motion Entertainment Production

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT
Bachelor of Secondary Education 
   Major in Biological Education
University of Santo Tomas, Sampaloc, Manila
2010 to 2014

ACHIEVEMENTS

LET Passer
  Registration no. 1329983                  November 2014
First Placer                                           March 2012
  Spectrum: Envisioning the Future, 
  Tinkering with Lenses
  University of Santo Tomas
Presenter
  Oral Research Paper Presentation    February 2014

ORGANIZATIONAL AFFILIATION (Current)

Association of Science Teachers and Education of the
  Philippines
UST Alumni Association

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Project Officer II
Local Government Academy -DILG

Freelance Zoom Specialist Wings and 
Motion Entertainment Production

Senior High School Teacher 
Malate Catholic School

High School Teacher
Malate Catholic School

Lecturer - STS Symposium
University of Santo Tomas

Trainer-Instructor

Thomasian Project 4

University of Santo Tomas

2018 - Present

2020 - Present

May 2016 - 2018

May 2014 - 2018

October 2013

March 2014

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT

Bachelor of Science Major in Psychology
Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila, Intramuros, Manila
June 2008 to March 25, 2012
Recognition Received: Dean’s Lister (2011-2012)

ORGANIZATIONAL AFFILIATION (Current)

Position: Youth Service Chair
Organization: Rotary Club of Raha Sulayman Manila
Date: July 1, 2017 - Present

Position: Immediate District Rotaract Representative
Organization: Rotary International District 3810 –
Rotaract District Committee
Date: July 2019 – June 2020

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

March 22, 2016 – Present
Regional Coordinator for MIMAROPA/ Project
Development Officer III
Council for the Welfare of Children

June 2020 – Present
Freelance Zoom Specialist
Wings and Motion Entertainment Production

April 12, 2012- March 20, 2016
Guidance Advocate
Malate Catholic School

School Year 2014-2015, 2015-2016
Interact Club Moderator

November 11, 2011 – February 22, 2012
Guidance and Counseling Intern
St. Anthony School

April 4, 2011-April 31, 2011
Human Resource Intern
Eligardi Enterprises Inc.
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Dear Colleagues in RCM,
 
May the blessings of our Almighty God shine
upon all of us, our family, and friends worldwide.
 
Many things happen every week but allow me to
focus on some vital concerns to get us going for
the coming weeks ahead of us.
 
A suggestion came a few weeks ago by PSAA
Gunther Matchuck for us to donate a sum of
money to defray the costs of social outreach to
make us sustainable until the end of our term on
June 30, 2021. I agree with the suggestion and
propose therefore, a total amount of Php 9,000
to be donated, allocating Php1,000 per month
over a 9-month period. This will be used to feed
the street children housed in different centers in
Metro Manila. Since we expect the pandemic to
be with us until next year, Rotarians will be stuck
with Zoom until the end of our term! This means
we shall be saving a lot on weekly meals and
transportation. Let us take this into a vote asap.
 
I would like to include in this report that I
conducted my second webinar in Rotary
International District 3810 on “Skills as a Good
Public Speaker, the Toastmaster Way” last
September 12, 2020. Based on my research and
experience in conducting seminars and team
building programs in universities and tourism
forums, I am able to share a wealth of
knowledge and techniques. A good public
speaker should know how to address the
audience, make them feel comfortable by
engaging with them while remaining focused on
the topic, and be open to receiving feedback.
During the webinar, we impressed the
importance of being sincere and morally
principled, being persistent and patient when
practicing, having a positive attitude, doing
regular research, upgrading skills, and having
the passion to be the best!

This was a great opportunity for RCM to engage
with the Presidents and Officials of Rotary
International District 3810. We received a
resounding high approval and they are looking
forward to the third webinar. The two-part video
is available for interested members.
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This Saturday, September 19, 2020, your Board
will be attending the opening of the Sandy
Beach Project to show support of RCM in the
leadership of DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu on the
Clean up, Restoration, and Improvement of
Manila Bay. Under his leadership, DENR installed
a Sewage Treatment Plant with plans to install
three more. Moreover, they have a 43-billion
informal settlers relocation budget earmarked by
President Duterte for a 6-year project to Save
Manila Bay and bring it to its past glory. An
awarding will follow organized by Former Manila
Rotarian Tony Oposa at the Manila Yacht Club.
Proper distancing and health safety measures
will be strictly enforced.

Today, we shall focus on the application of
online voting for next week's election. I would
like to thank the members of the hardworking
Board and officers of various committees, with
special mention to IPVP and Programs
Committee Chairman Hermie Esguerra, for
introducing a better online voting system.

6

P R E S I D E N T ' S  C O R N E R

Your Servant President,
 
Robert "Bobby" Lim Joseph, Jr.
President
RY 2020-2021
(101st President)

As your servant President, it is more
about YOU and less about me.



balita

T H E  W E E K  T H A T  W A S

PD Oscar del Rosario recites the Rotarian
Pledge as a perfect prelude in fostering
and strengthening ties amongst fellow
Rotarians by way of reinforcing their resolve
in furtherance of Service Above Self.

Rtn. Dong Benedicto
leads fellow Rotarians in

the recitation of the Four

(4) Way Test to renew

their commitment to the

Rotary movement.

PD Issam Eldebs, Program Moderator, acknowledges the
week’s birthday celebrants, namely, PD Art Lopez, PT
Roger Cabuñag and Rtn. Sonny Dominguez, which was
followed by an audiovisual presentation of the World
Famous Music Chorale singing the happy birthday song.

7

Rtn. Hans Palacios, assisted by RCMFI
EA Sol Troniado-Encarnacion, as
Program Technical Moderator.

PD Issam Eldebs, as
Program Moderator/
Facilitator, calls the day’s
sequential order of activities.

President Bobby
Joseph calls the
meeting to order.

The Rotary Club of Manila Audiovisual
Presentation of the Philippine National
Anthem.

The World Famous Music Chorale
Audiovisual Presentation of the RCM
Hymn.

The
 audiovisual
presentation 
of the World
Famous Music
Chorale singing
the Welcome
Song.
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T H E  W E E K  T H A T  W A S

IPVP Hermie Esguerra, as Programs
Committee Chairman, delivers a short
introduction on the showing of RIPN
Jennifer Jones’ Inspirational Video.

Rotary International
President-Nominee
Jennifer Jones in an
Inspirational Video on “Who
Are You? Unleashing Your
Core Values”.

An open forum immediately
followed right after the talk of
Fr. Alexander Balatbat. Among
those who participated in the
open forum were PVP Chito
Zaldarriaga, BLA Amading
Valdez, Rtn. Joey Syjuco, Rtn.
Henning Karcher, Rtn. Joe de
Venecia, Rtn. Jed Dayang and
PP Teddy Ocampo.

Programs Committee
Chairman/ IPVP Hermie
Esguerra delivers a response
thanking Fr. Alexander  Balatbat
for the Spiritual Conference. 

Committee on Election
Chairman IPP Jackie Rodriguez
discusses the Election Primer for
the Election of the Board of
Directors for RY 2021-2022. 
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Rev. Fr. Alexander
Balatbat conducts a
short Spiritual
Conference for RCM
members.

President Bobby Joseph
delivers his response and
thereafter, adjourns the
meeting.

President Bobby
Joseph delivers his
Message during the
President’s Time.

The audiovisual
presentation of the
World Famous Music
Chorale singing the
happy birthday song.



Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,
 
Our forthcoming elections for the Board of Directors for RY 2020-2021 in a virtual format is
something new to all of us. Hence, the Committee on Elections and the Programs Committee
have worked hand in hand to bring the essential information every Manila Rotarian needs to
know with respect to the technical aspects of the elections. As such, today, we have invited
Immediate Past District Rotaract Representative Erica Paywan-Florendo and her husband,
John Lorenzo Florendo, to enlighten us on their technical expertise on the virtual election
platform we will be using.
 
Join us to know more about our new election format in furtherance 
of Service Above Self.
 

Yours in the service of Rotary,
 
 
IPVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
Programs Committee Chairman
RY 2020-2021

balita
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C L U B  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

FROM THE PROGRAMS COMMITTEE

ATTENDANCE SUMMARY

R C M  M e m b e r s ’  A t t e n d a n c e  R e p o r t ,  R Y  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1
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LIST OF MEMBERS WHO HAVE PAID THEIR ANNUAL DUES FOR RY 2020-2021

(as of September 16, 2020)

C L U B  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

10
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Inducted 2005; Proposer: PP Cesar Ubaldo 
Paul Harris Fellow 2015; 2020 (+2)
RCM Positions Held: Director, RY 2012-2013, RY 2013-2014, RY 2016-2017, RY 2018-2019,
RY 2019-2020, RY 2020-2021
Club Secretary, RY 2011-2012, RY 2014-2015, RY 2019-2020;
Assistant Club Secretary, RY 2010-2011; Ambassador of Goodwill to the City of Makati and
Ambassador of Goodwill to the Rotary Club of Palawan, RY 2019-2020
Rotary District 3810 Positions Held: Editor, A LEGACY OF LEADERS..TO THE NEXT 100
YEARS, RY 2018-2019; Deputy Chief of Staff to the District Governor, RY 2016-2017;
Governor’s Monthly Letter Managing Editor, RY 2017-2018, RY 2018-2019; Senior Deputy
Governor for District Publications RY 2016-2017, RY 2019-2020; Assistant to the Special
Assistant to the District Governor, RY 2020-2021
Club Recognition: Rotarian of the Year Award, RY 2017-2018; Outstanding in Club Service,
RY 2015-2016, RY 2016-2017; Sincere Appreciation and Recognition as Associate Editor, RY
2011-2012; Token of Appreciation for BALITA, RY 2010-2011; Best Attendance for Five (5)
Years; Plaque of Recognition as Chairman, Centennial Chronicles Editorial Board, RY 2018-
2019
District Recognition: Most Outstanding Executive Committee Gold Leadership Award, RY
2016-2017; Executive Committee Leadership Citation, RY 2016-2017; Professional Profile :
President, International Academy for Continuous Education and Chief Strategist, Folium
Multimedia Production 
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C L U B  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

FROM THE COMELEC: 

NOMINEES FOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR RY 2021-2022

SIXTO T. BENEDICTO (Filipino)
     Inducted 2000; Proposer:  Rtn. Pering Benedicto +
     Paul Harris Fellow 2018
     Professional Profile: President, Benedicto Steel Corporation 

ALBERT S. ALDAY  (Filipino) 

JOHNNY N. CHOTRANI (Indian)
     Inducted 2002; Proposer:  PD Beda Fajardo
     Paul Harris Fellow 2013, 2016, 2018
     RCM Position Held: Director, RY 2020-2021
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C L U B  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

FROM THE COMELEC: 

NOMINEES FOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR RY 2020-2021

JOHN MICHAEL CUTTER (American) 

Inducted 2017; Proposer: PP Teddy Ocampo, PVP Lance Masters
Paul Harris Fellow 2019
RCM Position Held: Chairman, Ethics Committee
Professional Profile: Ohio State University

OSCAR DEL ROSARIO, SR. (Filipino) 
     Inducted 2012; Proposer: PDG Obet Pagdanganan
     Paul Harris Fellow 2013, 2018, 2019 
     RCM Positions Held:  Director, RY 2014-2015; Deputy Sergeant-at-Arms, RY 2013-2014
     Club Recognition: Awardee, Tourism Awards 2019
     Professional Profile: President, O.A. Del Rosario Construction & Development Corporation 

EDUARDO V. ENRIQUEZ, III (Filipino) 
     Inducted 2012; Proposer: PVP Fausto Preysler 
     Rotary Positions Held: President, Rotary Club of Makati Ayala, RY 2006-2007
     RCM Positions Held: Director, RY 2020-2021; Assistant Treasurer, RY 2020-2021
     Professional Profile: First Vice President, Union Bank

HENNING KARCHER (German)
     Inducted 2010; Proposer: PP Gert Gust+
     Rotary Positions Held: Director, Rotary Club of Taytay Escalon       
     Member, RY 2004-2005, RY 2005-2006, RY 2006-2007, RY 2007-2008, RY 2008-2009, 
     RY 2009-2010; Director, Rotary Club Patan West Kathmandu Nepal, RY 2001-2002, 
     RY 2002-2003, RY 2003-2004
     Professional Profile: Executive Director, Institute for Decentralization and Community 
     Organization, Inc. 
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C L U B  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

FROM THE COMELEC: 

NOMINEES FOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR RY 2020-2021

ROMEO THADDEUS R. LIAMZON (Filipino)
     Inducted 2011; Proposer: PD Alvin Lacambacal 
     Paul Harris Fellow 2015, 2016 
     RCM Positions Held: Vice President, RY 2020-2021
     Ambassador of Goodwill to Rotary Club of Singapore, RY 2019-2020
     Professional Profile: President, Artel Land Corporation 

FARID ALAIN SCHOUCAIR (Lebanese-Swiss)
      Inducted 2011; Proposer: PDG Vince Carlos
      Paul Harris Fellow 2018 
      RCM Position Held: Co-Chairman, Tourism Awards
      Professional Profile: General Manager, The Heritage Hotel Manila 

AMADO D. VALDEZ (Filipino)
      Inducted 2006; Proposer: Rtn. Pan Domingo+
      Paul Harris Fellow 2013, Leon Lambert Fellow 2019
      RCM Positions Held: Director, RY 2013-2014, RY 2014-2015, RY 2015-2016, RY 2019-2020;
      Board Legal Adviser, RY 2011-2012, RY 2012-2013; RY 2016-2017, RY 2017-2018, 
      RY 2018-2019, RY 2020-2021; Chairman, Centennial Day Celebration 2019 
      Professional Profile: Chief Government Corporate Counsel, Philippine Association of Law
        Schools; Former Chairman, Social Security System 

FELIX FRANCISCO S. ZALDARRIAGA (Filipino)         
      Inducted 2001; Proposer:  PS Justin Ortiz+        
      Paul Harris Fellow 2013     
      RCM Positions Held: Vice President, RY 2017-2018; Treasurer, RY 2015-2016;   
      Assistant Club Secretary, RY 2003-2004
      Professional Profile: Vice President, Carmelray Group of Companies 
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I N T E R C L U B  R E L A T I O N S
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PRESIDENT BOBBY JOSEPH LECTURES ON 
SKILLS IN PUBLIC SPEAKING TO DISTRICT 3810

President Bobby Joseph lectured on “Skills in Public Speaking” to his classmates, the Transformational
Presidents, District Officers and Rotarians of District 3810 last September 12, 2020 via Zoom platform.
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I N T E R C L U B  R E L A T I O N S

15



July 14, 2020

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 

 

An Opportunity has now opened doors for our

club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club.  With only

US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution, you

can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

 

We have members who have risen to donor

levels that have earned them significant point

values.   Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie

Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, IPVP Hermie

Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet

Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness

to share the points they have earned to allow

Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul

Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution

of   US$ 500.00 instead of the regular   US$

1,000.00. 

 

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling

in  www.rotary.org  using your R.I.

Identification Number. Once enrolled, you are

allowed to learn Rotary, increase your circle

of friendship and contribute conveniently

using the website. 

 

We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of

service-oriented people who believe that our

congregation is a means to share our

blessings to the less fortunate communities

globally.   The Rotary Foundation is the

funding arm of global humanitarian

undertakings of Rotary International.   It was

formally named in 1917 and the first trustees

were appointed after Rotary International

President Arch Klumph proposed for the

establishment of an endowment  for the

purpose of doing good in the world.   The first

grant of US$ 500 benefited the International

Society for Crippled Children (Easter Seals). 

History marks the milestone projects of The

Rotary Foundation such a scholarship for

international graduate study, the elimination 

of Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World

Peace Forum, among others. Under  the

Rotary's 7 Areas of Service Focus, namely,

Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution,

Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water and

Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic

Education and Literacy, Economic and

Community Development and lastly,

Supporting the Environment, Rotary

International and The Rotary Foundation have

made themselves relevant to developing

communities globally.

All these services would not have been made

possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,

who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become

members of The Rotary Foundation through a

minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  

 

We are currently  working on a Global Grants

for Covid-19 and other community-related

projects. Your  contribution will significantly

improve the community living of our target

beneficiaries.

 

For any assistance, please feel free to

contact me.  

Yours in the service of Rotary, 

 

ROMEO THADDEUS LIAMZON 

Vice President

Chairman, The Rotary Foundation

RY 2020-2021 

 

Noted by:

 

ROBERT L. JOSEPH, JR. 

President

RY 2020-2021

T H E  R O T A R Y  F O U N D A T I O N

AN INVITATION TO JOIN THE ROSTER OF PAUL HARRIS FELLOWS

16
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Each January, Rotary members enthusiastically
await the incoming Rotary International
president’s announcement of the next Rotary
theme. The president announces the theme at the
International Assembly, an annual training event
for incoming leaders. 

The tradition of crafting a theme is credited to
Percy C. Hodgson, Rotary’s president in 1949-50.
When Hodgson addressed the International
Assembly in 1949, he impressed upon the incoming
leaders that they had a “glorious opportunity to
impart Rotary knowledge” and that “lack of Rotary
knowledge can be a deterrent to the successful
operation of a Rotary club.” Hodgson’s 83-word
theme, which included a list of four objectives,
was substantially longer than today’s punchier
themes, but it captured his hope that incoming
leaders have essential knowledge of Rotary.

Rotarians’ desire to celebrate and support their
president’s annual program of service has
continued. Other early themes include Rotary Is
Hope in Action (Joaquin Serratosa Cibils, 1953-
54), Kindle the Spark Within (Nitish C. Laharry,
1962-63), and Good Will Begins With You (Ernst G.
Breitholtz, 1971-72). 

R O T A R Y  I N F O R M A T I O N

ROTARY THEMES

17

Percy Hodgson, at the 1951 Rotary Convention in
Atlantic City, New Jersey, U.S., was the 1949-50 Rotary
International president credited with starting the
tradition of crafting a theme. 

Source: www.rotary.org

In the decades that followed, RI presidents
introduced theme logos, lapel pins, ties, and
scarves. Theme ties were introduced in the 1990s,
and are now crafted annually. Scarves first
appeared in 1998-99. Many designs incorporate
the theme logo for the year. Others, such as those
selected by William Boyd from New Zealand and
Sakuji Tanaka from Japan, use colors or imagery
that reflects their home country.

Sakuji Tanaka, 2012-13 Rotary International president,
and his wife, Kyoko, select patterns and fabrics for his
theme tie and scarf. The white flowers represent the
iconic cherry blossoms of Japan.

RI theme pins from 1991-92 to 2008-09.

A selection of RI presidential theme ties.
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Paul Harris and members of the Rotary Club of Tallinn,
Estonia, at a tree planting in 1932.

As Rotary’s president emeritus,  Paul
Harris  traveled extensively during the 1920s and
1930s, often accompanied by his wife, Jean.
During these trips, the nature-loving Harris
planted trees to symbolize goodwill and
friendship.  View SlideshowPaul Harris and
members of the Rotary Club of Tallinn, Estonia, at
a tree planting in 1932.

In the fall of 1932, Harris embarked on a five-week
tour of European Rotary clubs and planted trees
along the way.

Wednesday forenoon I planted my first tree of
friendship in European soil. It seemed to me
especially appropriate that it took place in
Germany — in its metropolis — Berlin. The planting
occurred in a sports platz formerly devoted to war
purposes, and a large number including Rotarians,
city officials, and others were in attendance.

R O T A R Y  I N F O R M A T I O N

Later in his tour of Europe, Harris also planted
trees in Estonia, Norway, and Sweden.

Planting trees became a hallmark of his travels,
including in Australia, Brazil, Japan, Mexico, and
New Zealand. In “My Road to Rotary,” Harris
recalled, “With the cooperation of Rotarians and
local governments, I have planted friendship trees
in the parks and playgrounds on five continents of
the world and even on some of the major islands
of the seas. Our trees stood as symbols of
international understanding and good-will.”  

Other Rotary presidents also observed the
tradition. In 1931-32, then-RI president Sydney W.
Pascall planted trees at the sites of Rotary clubs
he visited, reportedly at Paul Harris’ suggestion. 

Not all of the trees were planted outside the
United States. The Harrises often entertained
visiting Rotarians and dignitaries in their Chicago
home and planted trees with their guests to mark
the occasion. They called the garden their
Friendship Garden. 

Rotarians continue to plant trees
to symbolize enduring friendships
and fellowship, to beautify parks

and communities, and to
contribute to a greener world.

18
Source: www.rotary.org

FRIENDSHIP TREES: PAUL HARRIS’ LASTING SYMBOL OF GOODWILL

Paul Harris plants a tree with members of the Rotary
Club of Göteborg, Sweden, in this silent video from 1932.

Ever since, Rotarians have planted
trees in the name of fellowship,

friendship, and community service.
These trees, which can be found

worldwide, have grown into enduring
monuments of Rotary’s ideals. 
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FROM THE STANDS - Domini M. Torrevillas (The Philippine Star)
September 10, 2020 - 12:00am

They were a picturesque sight – hundreds upon
hundreds of men and women in shorts or knee-
jagged Levis carrying bottles of water running 
along Roxas Boulevard and heading towards the
end of their journey – the Quirino Grandstand at
the Luneta. There are dozens of fun runs but the
most famous of them is Alay Lakad, an activity
held every first Sunday of September for the past
47 years.  The 48th fun run should have been held
last Sunday, but the coronavirus stepped in and
put it on hold.

But not to worry. Frank Evaristo, president of Alay
Lakad Foundation, says as soon as the air is
clear,   the next fun run will be on again. He
expects the same 5,000 or more participants to
sign in for the event.

The foundation’s chair is President Duterte, and
vice chair is Vice President Maria Leonor Robredo.
The board of trustees is made up of Frank, John
Siy, Domingo Yap, Rudy Bediones and many
others, from civic and public organizations.

BASIC EDUCATION AND LITERACY: ALAY LAKAD

19

The “walking” activity started as a response   to
the call of the late DSWD Secretary Estefania
Aldaba Lim to enable out-of-school youths (OSYs)
to attend school through scholarship programs,
educational assistance, skills and livelihood
trainings. Through the years, says Frank, Rotary
Clubs International and the Philippine Chinese
Federation have been   avid supporters of the
walk-for-a-cause program. With the yearly fun
runs,   more than 70,000 grants have enabled
OSYs to attend school and livelihood trainings.
This year, even without the fun run, students are
provided materials as they pursue studies online.

Frank, a likeable fellow, has a BS in commerce
degree from Letran University and a masters in
business administration from Fordham University in
New York. He was elected the 95th president of
the Rotary Club of  Manila for the year 2014-2015.
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Come morning, the weather had cleared, and they

got on their way. They enjoyed a great weekend

of golf. But about nine months later, John got an

unexpected letter from an attorney. It took him a

few minutes to figure it out, but he finally

determined that it was from the attorney of that

attractive widow he had met on the golf weekend.

 

He dropped in on his friend Shawn and asked,

"Shawn, do you remember that good-looking

widow from the farm we stayed at on our golf

holiday in Scotland about 9 months ago?”

 

"Yes, I do," said Shawn. "Did you, er, happen to

get up in the middle of the night, go up to the

house and pay her a visit?"

 

"Well, um, yes!," Shawn said, a little embarrassed

about being found out, "I have to admit that I did."

 

"And did you happen to give her my name instead

of telling her your name?"

 

Shawn's face turned beet red and he said, "Yeah,

look, I'm sorry, buddy I'm afraid I did. Why do you

ask?"

 

"She just died and left me everything."

 

(And you thought the ending would be different,

didn't you?...You know you smiled… now keep that

smile for the rest of the day!!!)

NUTS N’  BALLS 
by PP Boy Guevara,  J r .
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John, who lived in the north of England, decided

to go golfing in Scotland with his buddy, Shawn.

They loaded up John's minivan and headed north.

After driving for a few hours, they got caught in a

terrible blizzard. So they pulled into a nearby farm

and asked the attractive lady who answered the

door if they could spend the night.

"I realize it's terrible weather out there and I have

this huge house all to myself, but I'm recently

widowed," she explained, "and I'm afraid the

neighbors will talk if I let you stay in my house."

 

"Don't worry," John said. "We'll be happy to sleep

in the barn. And if the weather breaks, we'll be

gone at first light."

 

The lady agreed, and the two men found their way

to the barn and settled in for the night.
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Born in 1910, the late Enrique Melocoton Garcia
hailed from New Washington in Kalibo, Aklan.
During World War II, he was a guerrilla fighter who
survived an ambush by Japanese forces on his unit.
The scar on the back of his head served as a
lifelong reminder of the attack.  

He moved to Manila after the war and finished law
school, later marrying the late Dr. Roberta Laperal
de Guzman, who was one of the first female
doctors in the country.

“Diamond Jim”

He had dark complexion and a tough but cool
demeanor.  He liked the finer things in life, was an
avid billiard player, lover of foreign languages and
a heavy smoker. Perhaps because of his penchant
for jewelry and elegant clothes, not a few of his
colleagues called him “Diamond Jim.” But those
who were close to him fondly referred to him
simply as “Ka Iking.”

With his battle-proven patriotism, legal training,
and wide array of interests and hobbies, he
proved to be an excellent diplomat. 
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MY GRANDFATHER ENRIQUE: THE PIONEER DIPLOMAT  

(Contributed by Rtn. Vic Garcia)

Life is a struggle from the cradle to the grave,” he
always told my father. In these difficult and
uncertain times caused by the COVID-19
pandemic, I draw strength from this saying.

Today, 12 September 2020, Lolo would have been
110 years old.

For three generations, our family has had the
honor to work in the foreign service of the
Philippines.  Lolo Enrique started the tradition
when he joined the Department of Foreign Affairs
(DFA) in 1946.  

Apart from his passion for foreign languages, Ambassador

Enrique Garcia had a penchant for jewelry and elegant

clothes, earning for him the moniker “Diamond Jim.” But to

dear friends and colleagues in the diplomatic circle, he was

also fondly referred to as “Ka Iking.”

Ambassador Enrique Garcia, second from left, with son
Victor and his wife Connie, third and fourth from left
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MY GRANDFATHER ENRIQUE: THE PIONEER DIPLOMAT  

(Contributed by Rtn. Vic Garcia)

After my father, Victor Garcia, was born in 1947,
Lolo was assigned briefly to the Permanent
Mission of the Philippines to the United Nations
(UN) in New York.  He witnessed the passage of
the historic UN resolution which paved the way for
the creation of the State of Israel.  This
foreshadowed his later appointment as
Ambassador to that country. 

In 1948, my grandfather was transferred to the
Philippines’ representation in Nanking, China.  It
was the height of the Communist Revolution. To
ensure their safety, the family was moved to
Tokyo. By this time, he and Lola had four children.  

My grandfather’s next foreign assignment or
“posting” was in London.  In 1952, he and my
grandmother were the official representatives of
the Philippines at the coronation of Queen
Elizabeth II. 

The author’s paternal grandparents, Enrique and Roberta,
during the crowning of Queen Elizabeth II in 1952

After three years, Enrique was sent to Paris,
France.  My dad fondly recalls that he went to the
local French school with his siblings.  It is a
fascinating coincidence that decades later I now
work at the Philippine Embassy in Paris as deputy
permanent delegate to UNESCO, and our kids
also go to a local French school – how history
repeats itself!

Back to Manila

In 1957, Lolo returned to the DFA in Manila as
counsellor for economic affairs, equivalent to the
rank of assistant secretary. He later became
counsellor for policy planning under the
administration of President Diosdado Macapagal.

He was appointed ambassador to Israel in 1965.
Below is an iconic photograph of him rubbing
elbows with Golda Meier, the first and only
female prime minister of Israel.  After a long and
illustrious career, Lolo retired in 1972 soon after
the successful completion of his final tour of duty. 

Then Philippine Ambassador to Israel Enrique Garcia with
Golda Meir, third from left, the first and so far only female
prime minister of Israel

Dad and I followed in my grandfather’s footsteps,
continuing his dedication to public service and
international relations.  

My father took the bar and Foreign Service
Officer (FSO) exam, joining the DFA in 1975.  Like
Lolo, he was first assigned to the Philippine
Mission to the UN in New York.  Thereafter, he
became consul-general in Rome, Los Angeles and
Kobe/ Osaka. 

The author, circa 1980, with parents Victor and Connie Garcia
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He was appointed ambassador to Vienna, Austria
and permanent representative to the UN Office
there in 1999. He also served as chief of protocol
and assistant secretary for legal affairs at the
DFA. He capped an illustrious diplomatic career
as ambassador to Russia before retiring in 2012. 

Growing into the job

In turn, I tried my hand at the FSO exam and
entered the DFA in 2002. I was a bit reluctant at
first, since I pictured myself more as a writer or a
musician.  However, I grew into the job. 

In a way, I was accustomed to it, being brought
up in a diplomatic family. Passion for languages
and the arts fit well with a profession aimed at
fostering intercultural understanding. I also
enjoyed playing a part in strengthening
international cooperation to address global
issues, such as climate change, combating human
trafficking and safeguarding cultural heritage. 
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MY GRANDFATHER ENRIQUE: THE PIONEER DIPLOMAT  

(Contributed by Rtn. Vic Garcia)

The author, Hendrik Garcia, with dad, then Ambassador
Victor Garcia, during the former’s oath taking

Hendrik in a more recent photo with parents Connie and Victor

Then Ambassador Victor Garcia, with wife Connie, during
his posting in Vienna

Hendrik representing the country at the UNESCO executive
board (above) and at the World Heritage Committee
(below) in Europe.
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I first served at the Philippine Mission to the UN in
Geneva, Switzerland covering the Human Rights
Council.  In the Home Office, I worked at the
Offices of European Affairs and the
Undersecretary for Policy.  As my posting in Paris
concludes, our family shall soon return to Manila.
We look forward to new adventures that lie ahead.

Throughout my career and life, I have found
inspiration in my grandfather’s stoic way of looking
at and dealing with things. The realization that
“life is a struggle from the cradle to the grave”
makes us clear-eyed, ready to face the moment
and determined to overcome challenges.  

Despite the sacrifices of moving so often, I never
forget that it is a privilege and solemn
responsibility to promote the interests of our
country and people abroad.  “Prepare and
prepare, for your day will come!” is another quote
from Lolo that Dad passed on to my sister,
Roxanne Garcia-Plata, and me.

On the occasion of my Lolo Enrique’s 110th birth
anniversary, I want to share and celebrate his life
as a public servant and diplomat.  Thanks to his
pioneering lead and my father’s sterling example, I
trust and continue this path of diplomacy and
discovery.

Happy Birthday, Lolo!

O T H E R  M A T T E R S
MY GRANDFATHER ENRIQUE: THE PIONEER DIPLOMAT  

(Contributed by Rtn. Vic Garcia)

The Garcias, from left, Marta, Sean, Sofia and Hendrik

Jesus Enrique “Hendrik” Garcia is minister and consul at the Philippine embassy in Paris, France.  As deputy
permanent delegate to UNESCO, he represents the Philippines in discussions on education, science, culture,
communication and information and governance.  He is married to Marta Uglik Garcia, a Polish freelance
translator.  They have two children, Sofia and Sean.  He enjoys good coffee, wine, jogging, playing the guitar
and meditation. 
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QUOTES ON LIFE
by PP Frank Evar isto
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1. "What is right is not always popular and what is
popular is not always right." - Albert Einstein
 
2. "Challenges are what make life interesting,
and overcoming them is what makes life
meaningful." - Joshua J. Marine
 
3. "I will never be impressed by your money, car,
looks, social status or job title. I am impressed by
the way you treat me and other people."
 
4.  "Fight all your battles on your knees, then let
God do the rest."
 
5. "Life is too short to waste time hating anyone."
 
6. "Life cycles are short. Be good to people. Earn
friends, not enemies. Leave a legacy."
 
7. "Helping others in need is not only a
responsibility of life; it is what gives meaning to
life."

Source: Rotary International
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