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Zoom Weekly Membership Luncheon Meeting
Rotary Year 2020-2021

Thursday, September 3, 2020, 12:00 PM

P R O G R A M    T I M E T A B L E
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P A R T  I

11:00 AM                   

11:50 AM  

Registration & Zoom In
1. Program Technical Moderators   
2. Program Moderator/Facilitator    

Zoom Meeting House Rules

STAR Rtn. Toby Rast /
EA Sol Troniado-Encarnacion

PD Issam Eldebs

12:00 NN                   

12:30 PM  

Call to Order

Invocator

Special prayer for the healing and speedy recovery
of President Bobby Joseph and PP Cesar Ubaldo

Philippine National Anthem

RCM Hymn

The Rotarian Pledge

The Four (4) Way Test

RCM Commemoration of Centennial
Celebration and Rotary’s 7th Area of Focus

Introduction of Guests and Visiting Rotarians

Welcome Song

Maligayang Bati

Happy Birthday Song

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

Pres. Bobby Joseph

Rtn. Rocco Sarmiento

PP Teddy Ocampo

AVP of RCM Members

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

Rtn. Art de la Cruz

Rtn. Geof Yu

El Gamma Penumbra AVP

PD Issam Eldebs

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of Birthday Celebrants

September 6     Rtn. Jae J. Jang                        September 9     Rtn. Claver Ramos

September 6     Rtn. John Emyl Eugenio           September 9     PDSAA Bollie Bolton

President's Time Pres. Bobby Joseph

12:50 PM                   Classification Talks Treas. Karlo Eugene Josef “Karlo” M. Castro

Vice President & Chief Operating Officer

Palawan Pawnshop & Palawan Express                 

                                                                           

Rtn. Benedicto “Dicky” V. Yujuico

President

Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry

12:40 PM

P A R T  I I

Open Forum

P A R T  I I I

1:30 PM  

2:00 PM                 

Guidelines for the Election of Board of Directors 
for RY 2021-2022

Response and Meeting Adjournment

IPP Jackie Rodriguez
Chairman, Committee on Elections

Pres. Bobby Joseph



K A B A L I T A
Let our very own Manila Rotarians bring us back in time with the return of

Classification Talks of past as we learn how each of us could help each other

in furtherance of Service Above Self.

Treasurer  KARLO EUGENE JOSEF M.  CASTRO
Vice Pres ident  and Chief  Operat ing Off icer

Palawan Pawnshop and Palawan Express  Padala

Rtn.  BENEDICTO "DICKY" V.  YUJUICO
Pres ident

Phi l ippine Chamber  of  Commerce and Indust ry

Ambassador Benedicto V. Yujuico is the current President

of the Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry

(PCCI).

 

He is involved in the property business through various

land banking activities, joint ventures and partnerships,

and in technology and venture capitalism. He is the Vice

Chairman Emeritus of Double Dragon Meridian Park

Development Corp., Chairman of Istana Development

Corp. and Chairman of Athena e-Services Corp. He is

also the chairman of Istana Social Development

Foundation that promotes literacy among underprivileged

children by granting scholarships and constructing school

buildings, particularly in isolated communities. Earlier in

his career, he invested in the construction and

development of residential condominiums and office

buildings in San Francisco, Daly City, San Mateo and

Santa Clara. In the 1980s, he co-invested in start-up

companies with 3M Ventures, the venture capital arm of

the 3M Co. and New Enterprise Associates, (Dick

Kramlich), one of the world’s largest venture capital firms.

He is now organizing the Center for Innovation and

Entrepreneurship, a dynamic ecosystem that aims to

provide workspace, funding, coaching, workshops and

mentorship to young entrepreneurs and innovators.

 

He served as a special envoy of the President with the

rank of Ambassador for Trade Relations for Eastern

Europe, then North America and Latin America under then

President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo. He was President of

the Confederation of Asia-Pacific Chambers of

Commerce and Industry (CACCI) from 2010 to 2014.

 

He got his undergraduate degree in Business and

Economics at the Saint Mary’s College of California and

graduated from the Wharton Graduate School of Business

with a Master of Business Administration in Banking and

Finance.

Personal Information     

Birth Date: 03 December 1980

Birthplace: Quezon City, Philippines

Citizenship: Filipino

Marital Status: Married

Spouse: Maria Claribelle O. Castro

Children: Maya Karla Isabelle O. Castro (10 Years)

    Maria Sofia Gabrielle O Castro (6)

                     Alonso Karlo Mikel O. Castro (3)

 

Education                    

BS Industrial Engineering (2004)

University of the Philippines - Diliman

Philippines Science High School – Diliman (1998)

 

Other Education          

The Emerging COO – Driving Innovation & Operational

Excellence 

     August 2020 – December 2020

     Stanford Graduate School of Business

 

Career History             

Palawan Pawnshop – Palawan Express (2010 – Present)

Vice President and Chief Operating Officer 

(2013 – Present)

           Head, Business Development (2010 – 2013)

 

      Shell Philippines Exploration B.V. (2007 – 2009)

 Maintenance & Engineering Integrated Activity Planner

 

Schlumberger Canada Limited (2004 – 2007)

Senior Field Engineer (June 2006 – May 2007)

Field Engineer (June 2005 – June 2006)

           Junior Field Engineer (September 2004 – June 2005)

 

Organization                

Rotary Club of Manila (2017 – Present)

Treasurer RY 2020-2021

Assistant Treasurer RY 2019-2020

C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  T A L K S

3



34

Dear Colleagues in RCM,

 

With the blessings of the Almighty, my near fatal moment

a few days back became my fortitude and my rock.

 

Our club is our home. The camaraderie we forge along

the way become the brothers who have placed our club

in a revered stature in the Rotary world. Just like any

other home, the years may bring fissures and we find

ways to seal them. Ours is not a perfect organization yet

we continuously strive towards perfection. With the

passing of time, we evolve yet with a functioning system,

we are assured of our norms.

 

In the coming weeks, our collective resolve will see us

through. Our system is in place and the wheels of fate

will assure our continuance. Let us reflect on our glorious

past and the ways of Rotary as we bring important

decisions to life and assure a Rotary Club of Manila

firmly anchored on the very foundations our forefathers

laid for Service Above Self.

 

The future of our club lies in your hands. Stand up and be

counted.

 

Your Servant President,

 

 

ROBERT LIM JOSEPH, JR.

President

RY 2020-2021

(101st President)

O u r  c l u b  i s  o u r
h o m e .  T h e

c a m a r a d e r i e  w e
f o r g e  a l o n g  t h e  w a y
b e c o m e  t h e  b r o t h e r s

w h o  h a v e  p l a c e d
o u r  c l u b  i n  a

r e v e r e d  s t a t u r e  i n
t h e  R o t a r y  w o r l d .  

P R E S I D E N T ' S  C O R N E R
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STAR Rtn. Toby Rast ,  assisted by EA Sol Troniado-
Encarnacion ,  as Program Technical Moderator. PD Issam Eldebs ,  as

Program Moderator/
Facil itator, calls the day’s
sequential order of
activities.

VP Thad Liamzon calls
the meeting to order.

PP Francis Juico delivers

an ecumenical prayer.

Rtn. Joe de Venecia leads
the offering of special
prayers for the repose of
the souls of PDSAA Jimmy
Ladao and Rtn. Beniting
Legarda as well as special
prayers for the healing and
speedy recovery of Pres.
Bobby Joseph and PP
Cesar Ubaldo.

The Rotary Club of Manila Audiovisual

Presentation of the Philippine National

Anthem.

The World Famous Music Chorale Audiovisual
Presentation of the RCM Hymn.

BLA Amading Valdez
recites the Rotarian
Pledge as a perfect
prelude in fostering and
strengthening t ies
amongst fel low Rotarians
by way of reinforcing their
resolve in furtherance of
Service Above Self.

District Secretary Kat
Aguilar leads fellow
Rotarians in the recitation
of the Four (4) Way Test to
renew their commitment to
the Rotary movement.

The audiovisual presentation of
the World Famous Music
Chorale singing the Welcome
Song.

T H E  W E E K  T H A T  W A S
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IPVP Hermie Esguerra ,  as
Pres. Bobby Joseph’s
appointed spokesperson,
briefs the club on his health
status during the
President’s Time.

Rtn Butch Alcantara
introduces Secretary Roy A.
Cimatu of the Department
Environment and Natural
Resources, as Guest of
Honor and Speaker.

DENR Secretary Roy A.
Cimatu speaks on  “THE
BENEFIT OF SEWERAGE
TREATMENT PLANT (STP)
AND ITS FORTHCOMING
EFFECT TO THE
RESIDENTS AND BUSINESS
ESTABLISHMENTS IN THE
METROPOLIS”.

T h e  a u d i o v i s u a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e

W o r l d  F a m o u s  M u s i c  C h o r a l e  s i n g i n g  t h e

h a p p y  b i r t h d a y  s o n g .

An open forum immediately followed right after
the speech of DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimatu.
Among those who participated in the open
forum were Programs Committee Chairman
IPVP Hermie Esguerra ,  Rtn. Manny Blanco ,
Rtn. Tong Payumo ,  Rtn. Henning Karcher ,  BLA
Amado Valdez ,  SDG Lily Aguilar as well as
Ms. Winnie Cheng.

District Governor Leody
“Odie” Tarriela delivers
his message regarding
Rotary International
District 3810’s
commitment to the Save
Manila Bay Project of the
Rotary Club of Manila.

VP Thad Liamzon
delivers Pres. Bobby
Joseph’s response and
thereafter, adjourns the
meeting.

The Rotary Club of Manila
Audiovisual Presentation by
El Gamma Penumbra in
commemoration of the
Centennial Celebration and
Rotary’s 7th Area of Focus.

PD Issam Eldebs, Program Moderator,
acknowledges the week’s birthday
celebrants, namely, Rtn. Francois
Engelbrecht, Rtn. Tony Montinola,  Rtn.
Roy Zosa and Rtn. Rex Alingog, followed
by an audiovisual presentation of the World
Famous Music Chorale singing the happy
birthday song.

T H E  W E E K  T H A T  W A S
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Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

 

It’s an exciting time in Rotary as we bring our

Classification Talks back to life. Let us learn

from our fellow Rotarians, Treasurer KARLO

CASTRO and Rtn. DICKY YUJUICO on what goes

on with their respective professional lives. Don’t

be late! It’s a date at Asia First Rotary Club,

today, September 3, 2020, 12 PM. Zoom-in

begins at 11:00 AM.

 

Join us and see the rekindling of the Rotarian

spirit in each of us as we bring back traditions

that have been part of our glorious heritage for

the past century.

 

Yours in the service of Rotary,

 

IPVP HERMINIO "HERMIE" S. ESGUERRA

Programs Committee Chairman

RY 2020-2021

Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

Please find below the nominees for the

Board of Directors of the Rotary Club of

Manila for RY 2021-2022 as of September 2,

2020:

Yours in the service of Rotary,

IPP JOAQUIN “JACKIE” C. RODRIGUEZ

COMELEC Chairman

RY 2021-2022

FROM THE COMMITTEE ON ELECTIONS

C L U B  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

FROM THE PROGRAMS COMMITTEE
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FROM THE TREASURER

Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

In the interest of transparency and upon
approval of the Regular Meeting of the
Board of Directors for RY 2020-2021 last
September 2, 2020, please find below the
Statement of Revenues and Expenses as of
July 20, 2020 as well as the Cash Position
of the club as of June 30, 2020.

STATEMENT OF REVENUES & EXPENSES

(July 2020)

C L U B  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

CASH POSITION REPORT (30 June 2020)
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Likewise, the Board in the same meeting has
approved the conversion of the excess of the
donations to our ES Anna Toledo’s hospitalization
and medication into the RCM Benevolent Fund.
Further, after presentation of the congenital
anomaly on the newly delivered baby of our fund
coordinator, Grace Aquino, whose picture
appears below, the Board in the same meeting
has resolved to appropriate Php 50,000.00 from
the RCM Benevolent Fund to help defray the cost
of the baby’s operation at UP-PGH Medical
Center.

8

C L U B  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

Yours in the service of Rotary,
 
KARLO M. CASTRO
Treasurer
RY 2020-2021
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LIST OF MEMBERS WHO HAVE PAID THEIR ANNUAL DUES

(as of September 1, 2020)

C L U B  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N



ROTARY BRIEFING ON JOHN BRIAN PALLASIQUE

The PDG Romulo del Rosario Briefing Committee led by Chairman PDG Alex Cureg and members, 

PVP Lance Masters, PP Romy Nones and Rtn. Manny Blanco conducted a Rotary Briefing on Mr. John

Brian Pallasigue, Executive Vice President of Sunertech last September 1, 2020.

ATTENDANCE SUMMARY

R C M  M e m b e r s ’  A t t e n d a n c e  R e p o r t ,  R Y  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1

C L U B  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N
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GOOD SLEEP = GOOD HEALTH

ROTARY DISTRICT 3819 HOLDS DISTRICT COMMUNITY SERVICE 

WEBINAR 2020

VOCATIONAL SERVICE WEBINAR 2020

29th HANDOVER AND 30th INDUCTION VIRTUAL

CEREMONIES OF OFFICERS AND NEW MEMBERS

I N T E R C L U B  R E L A T I O N S
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I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S E R V I C E

The Rotary Club of Manila signed a sister club agreement with the 
Rotary Club of Washington, D.C. last July 16, 2020. 

ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA SIGNS TWINNING AGREEMENT 
WITH THE ROTARY CLUB OF WASHINGTON, D.C.

13



S U P P O R T I N G  T H E  E N V I R O N M E N T

The Rotary Club of Manila led by IPP Jackie Rodriguez,
ASAG/Dir. Albert Alday and BLA Amading Valdez held a meeting 

last August 31, 2020 with The Ocean Cleanup Interceptor via Zoom platform. 

ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA HOLDS MEETING WITH THE OCEAN CLEANUP 
FOR THE SAVE MANILA BAY PROJECT

14



AN INVITATION TO JOIN THE ROSTER OF PAUL HARRIS FELLOWS

July 14, 2020

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 

An Opportunity has now opened doors for our

club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club.  With only

US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution, you

can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

We have members who have risen to donor

levels that have earned them significant

point values.  Our fellow members led by IPP

Jackie Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, IPVP

Hermie Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and

PDG Obet Pagdanganan have indicated their

willingness to share the points they have

earned to allow Rotarians to be enrolled in

the Roster of Paul Harris Fellows for only an

initial contribution of  US$ 500.00 instead of

the regular  US$ 1,000.00. 

Contributions can easily be made by

enrolling in www.rotary.org using your R.I.

Identification Number.  Once enrolled, you

are allowed to learn Rotary, increase your

circle of friendship and contribute

conveniently using the website. 

We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of

service-oriented people who believe that our

congregation is a means to share our

blessings to the less fortunate communities

globally.  The Rotary Foundation is the

funding arm of global humanitarian

undertakings of Rotary International.  It was

formally named in 1917 and the first trustees

were appointed after Rotary International

President Arch Klumph proposed for the

establishment of an endowment for the

purpose of doing good in the world.  The first

grant of US$ 500 benefitted the International

Society for Crippled Children (Easter Seals).

History marks the milestone projects of The

Rotary Foundation such a scholarship for

international graduate study,  

the elimination of Polio worldwide, the

initiation of a World Peace Forum, among

others.   Under the Rotary’s 7 Areas of

Service Focus, namely, Peace and Conflict

Prevention/Resolution, Disease Prevention

and Treatment, Water and Sanitation,

Maternal and Child Health, Basic

Education and Literacy, Economic and

Community Development and lastly,

Supporting the Environment, Rotary

International and The Rotary Foundation

have made themselves relevant to

developing communities globally.

All these services would not have been

made possible if not for the generosity of

Rotarians, who voluntarily enlisted

themselves to become members of The

Rotary Foundation through a minimal

contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  

 

We are currently  working on a Global

Grants for Covid-19 and other community-

related projects. Your  contribution will

significantly improve the community living

of our target beneficiaries. 

 

For any assistance, please feel free to

contact me.  

 

Yours in the service of Rotary, 

 

ROMEO THADDEUS LIAMZON 

Vice President, 

Chairman, The Rotary Foundation

RY 2020-2021 

 

Noted by:

 

 

ROBERT L. JOSEPH, JR. 

President

RY 2020-2021

T H E  R O T A R Y  F O U N D A T I O N
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R O T A R Y  I N F O R M A T I O N

ROTARY HISTORY

Arch C. Klumph: 
The Father of The Rotary Foundation

For a man best known as the father of The
Rotary Foundation, Arch C. Klumph was
modest about his role in its creation.

In 1928, he l isted three accomplishments
that gave him “more satisfaction than any
other contributions to Rotary” — and
launching the Foundation wasn’t among
them. Instead, he emphasized his role in
writing Rotary’s Constitution in 1915, which
he asserted “gave Rotary International its
first centralized power and made all the
Objects and fundamentals of Rotary
universal.” He also took pride in
establishing attendance reports and in
being the first to insist on founding a
European branch office of Rotary
International.

Klumph was born in the small town of
Conneautvil le, Pennsylvania, USA, on 6
June 1869. When he was a child, his family
moved to Cleveland, Ohio, where he would
become a founding member of the Rotary
Club of Cleveland in 1911. As club
president in 1913, he advocated for the
club to build a reserve that would ensure
its means to do future good work. This
idea would stay with him as he moved on
to serve Rotary in other roles.

Arch C. Klumph, circa 1916

Five years after he became a Rotarian,
Klumph was elected to serve as Rotary’s
president for 1916-17. Near the end of his
term, at the 1917 Rotary Convention in
Atlanta, Georgia, USA, he reminded
Rotarians that “Rotary is at the present
time entering a new era, demanding
improved methods in administrative
machinery, with which to carry out the
splendid principles which have been laid
down heretofore.” He defined six points
of action, including the establishment of
an endowment, which would later
become The Rotary Foundation:

16



Carrying on, as we are, a
miscellaneous community
service, it seems eminently

proper that we should accept
endowments for the purpose of

doing good in the world, in
charitable, educational or other
avenues of community progress,
or such funds could be well used

for extension work.

Through Klumph’s simple yet profound
statement, the Rotary Endowment Fund was
born. In 1928, the name formally changed to
The Rotary Foundation, and a Board of
Trustees was established, with Klumph serving
as the first trustee chair from 1928 to 1935.
Even after stepping down as chair, he
remained dedicated to educating Rotary
leaders and members about the importance of
the Foundation and encouraging contributions. 

Klumph died on 3 June 1951 at age 82, but his
influence lives on through The Foundation.

R O T A R Y  I N F O R M A T I O N

Klumph on the cover of the September 1916 issue
of The Rotarian. In his message, he reminds
members that “Rotary is bigger than any one
man, than any board of directors."

Rotary President Arch Klumph
and the 1916-17 Board of
Directors. Top, left to right:
F.W. Galbraith Jr., E. Leslie
Pidgeon, Chesley R. Perry,
Guy Gundaker. Bottom (left
to right): Arch C. Klumph,
Allen D. Albert.

Source: www.rotary.org
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C O G S  I N  T H E  W H E E L

By: Darryl John Esguerra - Reporter / August 31, 2020

MANILA, Phil ippines — President Rodrigo
Duterte has named former National Bureau
of Investigation (NBI) Director Dante
Gierran as the new head of the embattled
Phil ippine Health Insurance Corp.
(PhilHealth).

Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana
confirmed this in a text message to
reporters Monday night.

Lorenzana said the President announced
Gierran’s appointment during his meeting
with the members of the Inter-Agency Task
Force.Gierran wil l  replace Ricardo Morales,
who resigned last week as PhilHealth
president and CEO due to his medical
condition.Gierran served as NBI chief since
his appointment in 2016. He retired in
February and was replaced by Eric Distor
who was named officer-in-charge of the
NBI.

Morales, who was reportedly undergoing
treatment for lymphoma, step down from
his post after Duterte asked him  to
resign due to his medical condition.

Morales’ resignation came at the height
of investigations over the alleged
systematic corruption within the state
health insurance firm.Duterte has created
an inter-agency task force  led by the
Department of Justice to probe PhilHealth
officials over the corruption claims which
were unearthed during recent
congressional inquiries.Among allegations
of corruption raised involve the
procurement of alleged overpriced IT
equipment; a supposedly questionable
release of funds under the corporation’s
Interim Reimbursement Mechanism (IRM);
and the alleged manipulation of the
corporation’s financial status.

18



He used to say that he was not an historian, but he
wrote some of the most interesting books on recent
Philippine history. He used to say that he was not
an architect, but he wrote one of the earliest and
best essays on Philippine architecture. He used to
say that he was an economist, but, indeed, he
wrote “The Book” on the Philippine economy in the
19th century: “After the Galleons.”

Benito Legada Jr. (1926-2020) was a giant. He was
a man of a bygone era but at the same time, the
latest of his kind. Benito has been active and lucid
till the very end of his 94 years of life.

Until the very eve of the lockdown, he had
attended almost every single important cultural
activity that happened in Manila. And once back in
his home office he wrote the chronicle of the event
and posted it on his Facebook. He had been for
decades not only the most brilliant scholar but a
shining star of Manila cultural life.

I have never heard “Beniting” (as his closest friends
called him) talking about the pains of aging or
about the nostalgia of the past as elders use to
do. He loved life silently as very few did. He was
always curious about what was going on in culture,
in politics, in academic life, in society.

When he was already 90 he toured the world. He
went to visit his daughter and grandchildren in the
United States, then he moved to Madrid, where we
had lunch together, and then he continued on to
Bayreuth and Salzburg to attend their famous
music festivals.

He and his late wife Lita were music lovers and
great connoisseurs of the classic repertoire. There
was no classical concert in Manila, especially the
Manila Symphony Orchestra’s, without his
presence.

Ben, as friends from his younger years called him,
knew about almost everything. They used to say,
“Better than surfing or Google, ask Ben.” Like José
Rizal, Ben was a real Renaissance man, the latest
of his kind.

By: Javier Galván     Philippine Daily Inquirer 
August 31, 2020

Benito Legarda Jr., 1926-2020

Benito represented the excellence of being Filipino,
the blend of the best of the ingredients of Filipino
identity. He was very Filipino, but with Spanish and
Chinese ancestry, who acquired education in
American universities, at Harvard and Stanford, no
less.

Last man standing

He belonged to the last generation of Filipinos that
had Spanish not as an acquired language but as a
mother tongue. He had a beautiful Filipino Spanish
with a very rich vocabulary, a way of speaking
Spanish that has practically died with him. (We must
treasure more and more the very few remaining
ones who speak and write such beautiful Spanish,
as Guillermo Gómez).

Don Benito was always one of us at the Instituto
Cervantes and Spanish Embassy. He attended every
single lecture, sitting in the first row. When the
lecturer said something funny, Benito would burst
out in loud laughter. I experienced that myself the
first time I met him in 1994, at the Mayflower
building in Malate, when I was invited by Instituto
Cervantes de Manila to give a lecture on Philippine-
Hispanic architecture. I had just started to research
on that topic. When right before my talk started I
was introduced to Benito by the then director of
Instituto, I panicked: I had read his fantastic essay
on Ilocos churches.

S U N S H I N E  C O M M I T T E E
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When talking to the audience I excused myself to
dare talking on that topic at the presence of
people that knew by far much more than me like
Dr. Legarda. Then his laugh burst like thunder. I
cannot say if that made me more confident or
more scared. I have had the privilege to enjoy his
friendship from then on.

During my first stay in Manila as Instituto
Cervantes director (2001-2006) I would meet him
almost every single Sunday afternoon at Rafa
Ortigas’ house in Wack-Wack. Rafa’s generosity
gathered a small group of friends that got
together to have merienda talking of Philippine
history and culture. I learned a lot from them,
especially from Beniting, “un sabio” (a wise man).

Benito was behind the Queen’s escorts and body
guards; he was attentive to the explanations
about the paintings given by the curator. In a
particular moment, surprisingly, an open space
was made around the Queen, who was now
facing Benito standing in front of her.

She was the one to approach and greet him: “I
see you around all the time following very
attentive the explanations. It’s a pleasure to meet
you, sir.” Everybody was crazy to get near the
Queen and greet her, but for Don Benito, it was
the very Queen who went out of her way to greet
him.

Actually given his physical and intellectual stature
it was impossible for him to go unnoticed. With
Benito Legarda, the economist, the writer, the
intellectual giant, the friend, an era comes to an
end. He has passed away 100 years after the
death of another islander and great Benito, the
Spanish writer Benito Pérez Galdós (1843-1920),
born in the Canary Islands.

Dear Benito, Ben, Beniting: we are going to miss
you so much. —CONTRIBUTED INQ

The author is the director of the Instituto
Cervantes de Manila.

Prodigious memory

His memory was prodigious until his very last day.
In spite of aging he could remember any name,
any book, any simple detail about things recently
or remotely that had happened. It was
unbelievable!

In spite of his talent and intellectual assets he was
anything but arrogant or presumptuous. He was
friendly, accessible and simple. I cannot forget an
anecdote in one of the visits of Queen Sofia to
her beloved Philippine Islands. She inaugurated an
exhibit of paintings in the National Museum. “All of
Manila” was there. Everybody tried to get close to
the Queen to be photographed with her or in her
surroundings. One high-ranking dignitary gave me
an elbow to clear his approach to the Queen.

Ben, as friends from his
younger years called

him, knew about almost
everything. They used to

say, “Better than
surfing or Google, ask
Ben.” Like José Rizal,

Ben was a real
Renaissance man, the

latest of his kind.

S U N S H I N E  C O M M I T T E E
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*Beautiful message must read*
 
*In 1923, nine of the wealthiest people in the world met at
Chicago's Edge Water Beach Hotel*.
 
*Their combined wealth, it is estimated, exceeded the
wealth of the Government of the United States at that
time*. These men certainly knew how to make a living and
accumulate wealth. 

*Attending the meeting were the following men*:
 
1. The president of the *largest steel company,*
2. The president of the *largest utility company,*
3. The president of the *largest gas company,* 
4. The president of the *New York Stock Exchange,*
5. The president of the *Bank of International Settlements,*
6. The *greatest wheat speculator*, 
7. The greatest *bear on Wall Street,* 
8. The head of the *World's greatest Economy* & 
9. A member of *President Harding's cabinet*.
 
*That's a pretty impressive line-up of people by anyone's
yardstick.*
 
Yet, 25 years later, where were those nine industrial
giants?
 
*Let’s examine what happened to them 25 years later*.

1. The President of the then largest steel company
(Bethlehem Steel Corp), *Charles M Schwab, lived on
borrowed capital for five years before he died bankrupt.*
2. The President of the then largest gas company, *Howard
Hubson, went insane*.
3. One of the greatest commodity traders (Wheat
Speculator), *Arthur Cutten, died insolvent.*
4. The then President of the New York Stock Exchange,
*Richard Whitney, was sent to jail.*
5. The member of the US President’s Cabinet (the member
of President Harding's cabinet), *Albert Fall, was pardoned
from jail just to be able to go home and die in peace.*
6. The greatest “bear” on Wall Street, *Jesse Livermore
committed suicide*.
7. The President of the then world’s greatest monopoly,
*Ivar Krueger, committed suicide*.
8. The President of the Bank of International Settlement,
*Leon Fraser, committed Suicide.*
9. The president of the largest utility company, *Samuel
Insull, died penniless.*

N U T S  N ’  B A L L S  

b y  P P  B o y  G u e v a r a ,  J r .

*What they forgot was how to "make" life while they got
busy making money!*

*Money in itself is not evil;* it provides food for the hungry,
medicine for the sick, clothes for the needy. *Money is only a
medium of exchange.*

*We need two kinds of education*:

a) One that teaches us *how to make a living,* and

b) One that teaches us *how to live*.

*There are many of us who are so engrossed in our
professional life that we neglect our family, health and social
responsibilities.*

If asked why we do this, we would reply that *"We are doing
it for our family"*.

Yet, *our kids are sleeping when we leave home*. They are
sleeping *when we come back home*!! *Twenty years later,
we’ll turn back, and they’ll all be gone, to pursue their own
dreams and their own lives*.

*Without water, a ship cannot move*. *The ship needs
water, but if the water gets into the ship, the ship will face
existential problems*. What was once a means of living for
the ship will now become a means of destruction.

Similarly we live in a time where earning is a necessity but
*let not the earning enter our hearts, for what was once a
means of living will surely become a means of destruction for
us as well.*

*So take a moment and ask yourself, "Has the water entered
my ship?"* I hope not!

Hope the above story will drive all of us in a better direction
in life.

''Alone I can 'Say' *but*
together we can 'talk'.

'Alone I can 'Enjoy' *but*
together we can
'Celebrate'.

'Alone I can 'Smile' *but*
together we can 'Laugh'.

That's the BEAUTY of
Human Relations.

We are nothing *without*
each other

O T H E R  M A T T E R S
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Q U O T E S  O N  L I F E

b y  P P  F r a n k  E v a r i s t o

1 .  “ W h a t  i s  s u c c e s s ?  I t  i s  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  g o
t o  b e d  a t  n i g h t  w i t h  y o u r  s o u l  a t  p e a c e . ”

2 .  “ M a n y  p e o p l e  w i l l  w a l k  i n  a n d  o u t  o f
y o u r  l i f e ,  b u t ,  o n l y  t r u e  f r i e n d s  w i l l  l e a v e
f o o t p r i n t s  i n  y o u r  h e a r t s . ”
 
3 .  “ L i f e  c a n  b e  s i m p l e .  I t ’ s  g o o d  t o  s t a y
a w a y  f r o m  c o m p l i c a t e d  p e o p l e . ”
 
4 .  “ L i f e  e n d s  w h e n  y o u  s t o p  d r e a m i n g ,
H o p e  e n d s  w h e n  y o u  s t o p  b e l i e v i n g ,  L o v e
e n d s  w h e n  y o u  s t o p
c a r i n g . ”  
 
5 .  “ E v e r y t h i n g  h a p p e n s  f o r  a  r e a s o n ,
d o n ’ t  q u e s t i o n  i t .  G o d  k n o w s  w h a t ’ s  b e s t
f o r  y o u . ”
 
6 .  “ A p p r e c i a t e  g o o d  p e o p l e ,  t h e y  a r e
h a r d  t o  f i n d . ”
 
7 .  “ T h i s  w o r l d  c a n  b e  b e t t e r  i f  t h e r e  i s
l o v e ,  t o l e r a n c e  a n d  h u m i l i t y . ”
 
8 .  “ A  m i n u t e  o f  h e r o i s m  i s  b e t t e r  t h a n
d e c a d e s  o f  u s e l e s s  l i f e . ”  -  N i n o y  A q u i n o

E D I T O R I A L  T E A M

R Y  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1

P R E S .  B O B B Y  L .  J O S E P H ,  J R .
P u b l i s h e r

A S A G / D I R .  A L B E R T  S .  A L D A Y
E d i t o r - i n - C h i e f

A S  R E G I N A L D  T .  Y U
M a n a g i n g  E d i t o r

P P  F R A N K  A .  E V A R I S T O
A s s o c i a t e  E d i t o r

P P  B O Y  S .  G U E V A R A ,  J R .
P S A A  E L O Y  A D A M O S
C o n t r i b u t i n g  E d i t o r s

R H E A  V I T T O  T A B O R A
E d i t o r i a l  C o n s u l t a n t

R C M  S E C R E T A R I A T

A N N A  K U N  T O L E D O
E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y

E M M A N U E L  L .  S A L A Z A R
S e n i o r  C o o r d i n a t o r

R E M E D I O S  C O N S T A N C I A  S .
B I G C A S

E x e c u t i v e  A s s i s t a n t

A M I E L  M .  H E R N A N D E Z
C o m m i t t e e  C o o r d i n a t o r

G R A C E  A Q U I N O
F u n d  C o o r d i n a t o r

R C M  O F F I C E

5 4 3  A r q u i z a  S t .  c o r .  G r e y  S t .  
E r m i t a ,  M a n i l a

T e l .  N o .  8 - 5 2 7 - 1 8 8 6  
F a x  N o .  8 - 5 2 7 - 1 8 8 5

E m a i l :  r c m a n i l a @ r c m a n i l a . o r g
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