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July 23, 2020

ON THE
PROPOSED SPECIAL

ELECTORAL GUIDELINES
DURING THE

COVID-19 PANDEMIC
KABALITA

It’s time we buckle down to business and adapt to the new normal 
with a thorough discussion amongst ourselves of the Proposed 
Special Electoral Guidelines During the CoVid-19 Pandemic. Let 
our members’ voices be heard in furtherance of the good of our 
club.
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Dear Colleagues in RCM,

These past three weeks were very stressful for 
the Board, especially for me. We had to clarify 
issues that we have uncovered, defended our 
position and a lot more. We understand that we 
have to go through all of this to get the best po- 
ssible solutions for the improvement of our Club.

On the second Thursday of August, the Rotary Club of Cebu through Rota- 
rian Ambassador Roy Lotzof, has agreed to have a joint meeting for the 
purpose of briefing us on their strategies and guiding us to bid for pro-
jects that will be covered by Global Grants. Vice President Thad Liamzon 
is heading this committee. I received the go signal  of PVP Lance Masters 
to assist VP Thad Liamzon.

We need more meetings amongst us for E-Learnings to rotarize everyone.  
Star Rotarians will speak  about their companies and inspire us with their 
leadership skills. Members who were not able to share in the past are en-
couraged to be speakers  and join our Speakers Bureau. We plan to share 
our expertise in Universities, Industry and Government. We may consider 
having free seminars to other clubs, sharing with the public our activities, 
and sharing our experiences.

 We are in the process of hiring a Secretary to assist our Executive Secre-
tary to upgrade our services in order to promote our Club to the world and 
secure support from huge companies for endowments and sponsorships in 
cooperation with the RCM Foundation.

Please take the offer of IPP Jackie Rodriguez, Foundation Chair and PVP 
Hermie Esguerra and PDG Alex Cureg who are donating their points to 
cover 50% of the costs for every member who will be a Paul Harris Fellow. 
Instead of paying US $1000, members will donate only US $500. Should 
you want to be a multiple Paul Harris Fellow, you can take advantage of 
this 50% payment.

 Rotary has the power of diversity and the power of upholding our values. 
Let us treat others with dignity and respect. We all have the moral courage 
to treat someone with dignity and respect. If we all respect each other, it will 
keep us strong, happy, proud and united. Let us all be reminded to serve 
and share above self and our Four Way Test.

Wherever we go, let us spread joy, love, goodness, faithfulness and peace.

Thank you for your 100% support to your servant President.

 

Robert Lim Joseph, Jr.
President
RY 2020-2021
(101st President)

STAR Rtn. Toby Rast as 
Technical Moderator of the 
weekly Zoom membership 
meeting.

Asst. Treas. Marcus Dee, 
Program Moderator, calls the 
day’s program of activities.

Pres. Bobby Joseph calls the 
meeting to order.

Rtn. Manny Blanco delivers 
an ecumenical prayer.

Rtn. Caloy Buendia leads in 
the singing of the RCM Hymn 
on behalf of the World Famous 
Music Chorale.

STAR Rtn. Edwin Fernan-
dez leads fellow Manila Ro-
tarians in the recitation of the 
Four (4) Way Test to renew 
their commitment to the Ro-
tary movement.
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Rtn. Caloy Buendia leads in the sing-
ing of the happy birthday song for the 
week’s birthday celebrants, namely, 
Rtn. Jack Branellec, PDG Obet Pag-
danganan, PVP Lance Masters and 
Rtn. Cons Robertz, on  behalf of the 
World Famous Music Chorale.

Manila Rotarians introduce their respective guests in attendance 
at the meeting.

Rtn. Caloy Buendia leads the 
singing of the Welcome Song 
on behalf of the World Famous 
Music Chorale.

Pres. Bobby Joseph speaks 
during his President’s Time.

Rtn. John Michael Cutter does the 
honor and pleasure of introducing 
Gerardo “Gap” D. Legaspi, M.D., 
FAFN, FPCS, Diplomate, Philippine 
Board of Neurological Surgeons, 
Fellow, Academy of Filipino Neuro-
surgeons, Fellow, Philippine College 
of Surgeons and Director, UP-PGH 
Medical Center, as the Guest Spea- 
ker. 
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UP-PGH Medical Center Director Dr. 
Gerardo “Gap” Legaspi presents to Ma-
nila Rotarians, Visiting Rotarians and guests 
the current status of the novel coronavirus 
(CoVid-19) in the Philippines and how the 
UP-PGH Medical Center is managing the 
use of its limited resources to address the 
health concerns in this critical time of the 
pandemic.

An open forum immediately followed right after the speech of UP-PGH 
Director Dr. Gerardo “Gap” Legaspi.  Among those who participated in the 
open forum were PD Oscar del Rosario, PDG Obet Pagdanganan, IPD 
Sam Eldebs, PD Abe Pascual, Rtn. Celso Abastillas and PDG Alex 
Cureg.

Pres. Bobby Joseph delivers his 
response and thereafter, adjourns 
the meeting.
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PROPOSED SPECIAL ELECTORAL GUIDELINES 
DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.
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July 23, 2020

 
Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

The Board of Directors for RY 2019-2020 during the Special 
Board Meeting held last June 26,2020 (Friday) approved to 
endorse to the General Membership the proposed recom-
mended reforms in our electoral process, denominated as 
Proposed Special Electoral Guidelines during the CoVid-19 
Pandemic, in the light of a foreseen prohibition of in-person 
mass gatherings.

The Board created a committee headed by Chairman PDG 
Alex Cureg who submitted the recommendations to the Board 
and which the Board, forthwith, approved for the above stated 
endorsement.

In view of this development, this will be the centerpiece of 
our Club Assembly, today, July 23, 2020. Hence, I wish to 
solicit the cooperation of everyone in ensuring the seamless 
conduct of exchanges regarding this matter during the course 
of the program.

Yours in the service of Rotary,

 
IPVP Herminio “Hermie” S. Esguerra
Programs Committee Chairman
RY 2020-2021
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Source: www.rotary.org
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SUNSHINE COMMITTEE

Past Vice President Edgardo T. Caparas, a 
former member of the Rotary Club of Manila, 
passed away last July 18, 2020.

The two former Manila Rotarians are brothers 
whose deaths came one after the other. Let us 
pray for the eternal repose of their souls and 
remember the fond memories our members 
have shared with them.

Rtn. Steve Mommaerts attended the membership meeting of the Rotary 
Club of Bangkok last July 9, 2020 in Bangkok, Thailand.

Past Rotary International President Mateo 
Armando T. Caparas, the only Filipino Rota-
ry International President, who was a member 
of the Rotary Club of Manila, passed away 
last July 15, 2020.
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NUTS N’ BALLS 
by PP Boy Guevara, Jr.

Love this analogy! 

You are holding a cup of coffee when 
someone comes along and bumps into 

you or shakes your arm, making you spill your coffee everywhere.

Why did you spill the coffee? 

"Because someone bumped into me!!!"

Wrong answer.

You spilled the coffee because there was coffee in your cup. 

Had there been tea in the cup, you would have spilled tea.

*Whatever is inside the cup is what will spill out.*

Therefore, when life comes along and shakes you (which WILL 
happen), whatever is inside you will come out. It's easy to fake it, 
until you get rattled.

*So we have to ask ourselves... “what's in my cup?"*

When life gets tough, what spills over?

Joy, gratefulness, peace and humility? 

Anger, bitterness, harsh words and reactions? 

Life provides the cup, YOU choose how to fill it. 

Today, let's work towards filling our cups with gratitude, forgive-
ness, joy, words of affirmation; and kindness, gentleness and love 
for others. 
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Quotes on Life
by PP Frank Evaristo

“Forgiveness is not laying new paint over the old,  but 
starting over a new canvas.”

“Maybe it’s not always about trying to fix something bro-
ken. Maybe it’s about starting over and creating some-
thing better.”

“You separate the men from the boys. In a crisis, there’s 
always an opportunity.”

“Nobody can go back and start a new beginning, but any-
one can start today and make a new ending.”

“We cannot change the past, but we can start a new chap-
ter with a happy ending.”

“Accept what is, let go what was, and have faith in what 
will be.”

“Every end is a new beginning.”

“Here’s to new beginnings!”
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