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KABALITA

Let the Neurosurgeon Par Excellence show Asia’s First Rotary Club 
how to operate a premier government hospital with limited resources 
in the wake of a global pandemic that has taken the world by storm 
where the Filipino people have manifested that “there is a destiny that 
makes us brothers.”

GUEST SPEAKER 

GERARDO D. LEGASPI, M.D., FAFN, FPCS
Diplomate, Philippine Board of Neurological Surgeons

Fellow, Academy of Filipino Neurosurgeons
Fellow, Philippine College of Surgeons

Director, UP-PGH Medical Center
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10    PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

Dear Colleagues in RCM,

We shall focus on acquiring grants led by VP 
Thad Liamzon and his team. We will engage 
the Rotary Club of Singapore and Rotary 
Club of Cebu to brief us on their vast experi-
ences in securing and implementing grants. 
We shall propose projects that are the main 
focus of Rotary International.

We appreciate IPP Jack Rodriguez, Chair Hermie Esguerra, and PDG 
Alex Cureg, who are big donors in the Rotary Fund. They are donating 
50% credit points worth US$500 as an incentive for those who are not 
yet Paul Harris Fellows. Members only need to pay US$500 instead 
of US$1,000. For Paul Harris Fellow Rotarians, they can avail of the 
incentive to increase their donations.

We hope that before December, all members of the Rotary Club will 
avail of the offer to be Paul Harris Fellows for RCM to be recognized as 
a 100% Paul Harris club.

We will have more dialogues, contests on who delivers better jokes 
oral or written, and updates on the programs and projects the Board 
is involved in. We will encourage members to share their experiences 
during the pandemic. Star Rotarians will speak based on their industry 
classification. We will encourage E-Learning for all Rotarians to be ro-
tarized. We will request for volunteers to be shepherds/coaches to be 
assigned to one Star Rotarian. They will be responsible to get to know 
each other and develop friendship for the Star Rotarian to be a better 
leader in Rotary and the community. Aside from online learning, we 
will have a team to talk for 5-10 minutes about the Rotary Movement 
every week.

We encourage more dialogues and  feedback to get ourselves more 
informed.

May I share a glass to toast everyone Best Wishes, Happiness, Good 
Health, Prosperity, Love and Peace.

Let us all do good in serving mankind and follow the Four Way Test in 
our lives.

Mabuhay!

Robert Lim Joseph, Jr.
President
RY 2020-2021
(101st President)
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STAR Rtn. Toby Rast 
as Technical Modera-
tor of the weekly Zoom 
membership meeting.

PD Oscar del Rosario, 
Program Moderator, calls 
the day’s program of ac-
tivities.

Pres. Bobby Joseph 
calls the meeting to 
order.

AS Reggie Yu delivers 
an ecumenical prayer.

Manila Rotarians under-
take the group commu-
nity singing of the RCM 
Centennial Hymn with 
the World Famous Mu-
sic Chorale led by PVP 
Lance Masters.

AT Marcus Dee leads 
fellow Manila Rotari-
ans in the recitation of 
the Four (4) Way Test 
to renew their com-
mitment to the Rotary 
movement.

On behalf of the World Fa-
mous Music Chorale, PVP 
Lance Masters leads in the 
singing of the happy birthday 
song for the week’s birthday 
celebrants, namely, AT Mar-
cus Dee, PD Armie Aquino, 
Rtn. Bobby Bhalla, Rtn. 
Joel Valdes, PDG Rudy 
Bediones, and PAT Muham-
mad Aslam.

Pres. Bobby Joseph 
speaks on various club 
activities during his Presi-
dent’s Time.

Treas. Karlo Cas-
tro reports on the 
club’s finances 
during the RCM 
Strategic Planning 
Session.

VP Thad Liamzon intro-
duces PDG Jun Farcon, 
Regional Rotary Foundation 
Coordinator for Zone 10A, 
as resource guest speaker.

PDG Jun Farcon shares before his fellow Rotarians his vast knowledge 
and expertise on the subject of  The Rotary Foundation, Grants and the 
Paul Harris Fellow.

12     THE WEEK THAT WAS

Pres. Bobby Joseph presides over 
the Club Assembly where various 
club concerns with fellow Manila Ro-
tarians were taken up and which was 
followed by an interactive open forum.  
Among the Manila Rotarians who par-
ticipated in the open forum were
 

IPP Jackie Rodriguez pro-
motes The Rotary Foundation’s 
Paul Harris Fellow by empha-
sizing the benefits of being a 
Paul Harris Fellow that it would 
yield the essential funding for 
the various social programs of 
the said foundation.

Pres. Bobby Joseph acknowledges 
to Manila Rotarians the effective pres-
entation of PDG Jun Farcon.

Rtn. Marvin Taylor, PDG Alex Cureg, VP Hermie 
Esguerra, PDG Obet Pagdanganan and VP Thad 
Liamzon.

Pres. Bobby Joseph 
delivers his response 
and thereafter, ad-
journs the meeting.

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION    13

July 14, 2020

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 

An Opportunity has now opened doors for our club to be a 100% Paul Harris 
Club.  With only US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution, you can now become 
a Paul Harris Fellow.

We have members who have risen to donor levels that have earned them sig-
nificant point values.  Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie Rodriguez, PDG 
Alex Cureg, IPVP Hermie Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet Pag-
danganan have indicated their willingness to share the points they have earned 
to allow Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul Harris Fellows for only an 
initial contribution of  US$ 500.00 instead of the regular  US$ 1,000.00. 

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling in www.rotary.org using your 
R.I. Identification Number.  Once enrolled, you are allowed to learn Rotary, in-
crease your circle of friendship and contribute conveniently using the website. 

We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of service-oriented people who believe 
that our congregation is a means to share our blessings to the less fortunate 
communities globally.  The Rotary Foundation is the funding arm of global hu-
manitarian undertakings of Rotary International.  It was formally named in 1917 
and the first trustees were appointed after Rotary International President Arch 
Klumph proposed for the establishment of an endowment for the purpose of 
doing good in the world.  The first grant of US$ 500 benefitted the International 
Society for Crippled Children (Easter Seals).  History marks the milestone pro-
jects of The Rotary Foundation such a scholarship for international graduate 
study, the elimination of Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World Peace Forum, 
among others.   Under the Rotary’s 7 Areas of Service Focus, namely, Peace 
and Conflict Prevention/Resolution, Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water 
and Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic Education and Literacy, Eco-
nomic and Community Development and lastly, Supporting the Environment, 
Rotary International and The Rotary Foundation have made themselves rele-
vant to developing communities globally.

All these services would not have been made possible if not for the generosity 
of Rotarians, who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become members of The 
Rotary Foundation through a minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  

We are currently working on a Global Grants for Covid-19 and other communi-
ty-related projects    Your contribution will significantly improve the community 
living of our target beneficiaries.
 
For any assistance, please feel free to contact me.  

Yours in the service of Rotary, 

ROMEO THADDEUS LIAMZON 
Vice President 
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation Committee
RY 2020-2021 

Noted by:

ROBERT L. JOSEPH, JR. 
President
RY 2020-2021



The Past District Governors from the Rotary Club of Ma-
nila attended the Turnover and Induction Ceremonies of the 
Philippines College of Rotary Governors last July 11, 2020 
via Zoom platform.

ASAG/Dir. Albert Alday attended the 
meeting of the Rotary Club of Pasay, 
the daughter club of the Rotary Club 
of Manila, last July 15, 2020 via Zoom 
platform. The Guest Speaker was Ro-
tary Club of Rizal West PP Frederico 
“Fritz” Ocampo, Chief Information 
Officer of BDO Unibank, who spoke 
on the topic, “A Crisis Like No Other: 
Where to for the Philippine Economy?”
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PDG Obet Pagdanganan was inducted as the Dis-
trict 3810 representative to the Board of Directors of 
the Philippine College of Rotary Governors last July 
11, 2020 via Zoom platform in his capacity as Chair-
man of the Council of Governors of District 3810.

Manila Rotarians have been appointed as District Officers 
for RY 2020-2021. PD Alvin Lacambacal has been ap-
pointed as Senior Deputy Governor for the Rotary Cita-
tion and is part of the Executive Committee. PP Frank 
Evaristo has been appointed as Deputy District Coor-
dinating Chairman for Club Administration. IPP Jackie 
Rodriguez has been appointed as Water and Sanitation 
and Saving the Environment Task Force Chairman. The 
first three have been appointed last January 25, 2020. 
Dir. Albert Alday has just been appointed as Assistant to 
the Special Assistant to the Governor last July 14, 2020.
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       By PP Frank Evaristo

“The most worthwhile thing is to try to put 
happiness into the lives of others.” 

“Do something for somebody every day for 
which you do not get paid."

“Volunteers are unpaid not because they are 
worthless, but because they are priceless.”
“If you want happiness for an hour, take a 
nap.
If you want happiness for a day, go fishing
If you want happiness for a year, inherit a 
fortune.
If you want happiness for a lifetime, help 
somebody.”

“This is a changing world: we must be pre-
pared to change with it. The story of Rotary 
will have to be written again and again.”

“Relationships are never about power, and one 
way to avoid the will to power is to choose to 
limit oneself to serve.”

“There is no exercise better for the heart than 
reaching down and lifting people up.” 

“Life is for service.”

Rotary Quotes on 
“Service Above Self”
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NUTS N’ BALLS 
by PP Boy Guevara, Jr.

“An old man meets a young man who asks:

“Do you remember me?” 

And the old man says no.  Then the young man 
tells him he was his student, And the teacher 
asks:

“What do you do, what do you do in life?”

The young man answers:

“Well, I became a teacher.”

“ah, how good, like me?” Asks the old man.

“Well, yes.  In fact, I became a teacher because you inspired me to be like 
you.”

The old man, curious, asks the young man at what time he decided to become 
a teacher.  And the young man tells him the following story:

“One day, a friend of mine, also a student, came in with a nice new watch, and 
I decided I wanted it and I stole it, I took it out of his pocket.

Shortly after, my friend noticed the flight and immediately complained to our 
teacher, who was you. Then you went to the class:

‘This student's watch was stolen during classes today.  Whoever stole it, 
please return it.’

I didn't give it back because I didn't want to.  Then you closed the door and told 
us all to get up and you were going to search our pockets one by one until the 
watch was found.  But you told us to close our eyes, because you would only 
look for his watch if we all had our eyes closed.

So we did, and you went from pocket to pocket, and when you went through 
my pocket, you found the watch and took it.  You kept searching everyone's 
pockets, and when you were done you said

‘open your eyes. We have the watch.’

You didn't tell me and you never mentioned the episode. You never said who 
stole the watch either.  That day you saved my dignity forever.  It was the most 
shameful day of my life.

But this is also the day my dignity was saved and I decided not to become a 
thief, a bad person, etc. You never said anything, nor even scold me or took 
me aside to give me a moral lesson, I received your message clearly.

And thanks to you, I understood what a real educator needs to do.  Do you 
remember this episode, professor?

And the professor answers:

‘I remember the situation, the stolen watch, which I was looking for in every-
one’s pocket, but I didn't remember you, because I also closed my eyes while 
looking.’

This is the essence of teaching:

If to correct you must humiliate; you don't know how to teach " 
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FROM THE PROGRAMS COMMITTEE

Dear Fellow Rotarians,

Greetings from the Programs Committee for RY 2020-2021!

The thrusts of this year’s Board under the leadership of Presi-
dent Bobby Joseph are focused on fellowship and harnessing 
the potentials of our fellow members, being captains of industry 
in their own rights, in furtherance of Service Above Self. Thus, 
we will be bringing back the classification talks where our fellow 
Rotarians will be speaking about what they do. Likewise, we 
encourage your utmost participation by suggesting topics which 
would excite your interest and speakers who could motivate us 
in this endeavor. On the other hand, we will likewise take you 
to the wonderful world of Rotary through topics designed to en-
rich the Rotarian in us. All these approaches are designed to 
strengthen our stature as the First Rotary Club in Asia. Please 
send your suggestions to rcmanila@rcmanila.org. This is your 
program committee ready to serve your best interest.

Yours in Rotary Service,

HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
Chairman
Programs Committee
RY 2020-2021
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June 29, 2020

 
Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

The Board of Directors for RY 2019-2020 during the Special Board 
Mee- ting held last June 26,2020 (Friday) approved to endorse to 
the General Membership the proposed recommended reforms in 
our electoral process, denominated as Proposed Special Electoral 
Guidelines during the CoVid-19 Pandemic, in the light of a foreseen 
prohibition of in-person mass gatherings.

The Board created a committee headed by Chairman PDG Alex 
Cureg who submitted the recommendations to the Board and which 
the Board, forthwith, approved for the above stated endorsement.

In view of this development, the Board is submitting the attached 
recommendations for ratification by the membership in time for its 
implementation in the September 2020 Elections.

Deadline to send reply shall be fifteen (15) days from transmission of 
this notice. In the absence of the above stated reply, the Proposed 
Special Electoral Guidelines during the CoVid-19 Pandemic shall be 
deemed approved.

Please check on the appropriate box below to allow us to count your 
vote:

[     ] Approved
[     ] Disapproved    
[     ] Comments : ________________________________

*For comments and suggestions, please email rcmanila@rcmanila.
org 

By: 
 _______________________________
(Printed Name of Rotarian)

 Date:  _________________________

The Board trusts that you would give this matter your utmost prefe- 
rential attention in our collective desire to adapt to the new normal.

The Board of Directors
RY 2019-2020

By:

Sec./Dir. ALBERT ALDAY
RY 2019-2020
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PROPOSED SPECIAL ELECTORAL GUIDELINES 
DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.
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