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16TH ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA 
TOURISM AWARDS 

KABALITA

After being enlightened on the Visiting Forces Agreement 
and the present state of US-Philippine Bilateral Relations, it’s 
time to recognize the best of the country’s Tourism Industry 
at Asia’s First Rotary Club.
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Sixteen individuals will receive the prestigious Rotary Club of Manila (RCM) 
Tourism Awards 2020 on Thursday, 27 February, during their luncheon 
meeting at the New World Hotel Makati.

RCM president-elect Bobby Joseph and concurrently chairman, Tourism 
Awards Committee, said, “This prestigious award is given to persons who 
gave their utmost services to promote and develop the tourism industry here 
and abroad.”

Awardees are: Rotarian (Rtn) Ariel Abriam, owner and managing director, 
Ariel’s Point (Resort); Rtn Bernd Schneider, cluster representative, Raffles 
Hotels & Resorts, Fairmont Makati (Hotel); Hanky Lee III, Henry Hotel (Her-
itage Home); Salah Al Balushi, EVP, Supply Chain Management at Oman 
Aviation Group (Air Transport); Radjie Caram Jr., founding chairman and 
CEO, Island Living Channel (Philippines’ Largest Lifestyle & Travel Chan-
nel); Krizette Chu, associate editor, Lifestyle, Manila Bulletin (Print Media); 
Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu (Environment); Interior and Local Gov-
ernment Secretary Eduardo Año (Government); Venus Tan,  former COO, 
Tourism Promotions Board (Government); Felipe Enrique Gozon, chairman 
and CEO GMA Network Inc. (TV Media); Lala Ventura-Lazaro, head, Metro 
Channel (Blogger Media); Hon. Marisol Aragones-Sampelo, Representa-
tive, 3rd District of Laguna Province (Legislative Media); Edgar Saavedra, 
chairman, Megawide Construction (Hotel, Airport & Resort Construction); 
Francisco Mauricio, president and COO, Avis Rent A Car Internation-
al-Guevent Transport Holdings (Land Transportation); Justice Manuel Laza-
ro, chairman, Tiger Resort Leisure Entertainment Inc. (MICE) and Leo Rey 
Yanson, president, Ceres Liner (Land Transportation).

Aside from Joseph, members of the Tourism Awards Committee are co-
chair Rotary past president (PP) Francis Juico; past district governor Vince 
Carlos; past vice president Chito Zaldarriaga; PP Frank Evaristo; director 
Amading Valdez and club president Jackie Rodriquez.
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January 26, 2020

Dear Rotary Club,

I am so grateful to be part of your program as your scholar. The reason 
Why I applied to your program is because I need it, I need a financial 
support to continue my schooling and for my miscellaneous fee because 
the only worker of the family is my mom and my dad had a stroke that’s 
why I need a financial support of other. Now, I’m so grateful to have your 
financial support  and it has a big impact for my schooling, now I can buy 
important things, for my thesis and practice teaching. Thank you so much 
for the financial support Rotary Club.  I hope you continue your good will 
by helping other in their needs.

Sincerely,

Edmar Reyes
4th year, BSE-English

R.E.A.P. LETTERS
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SDG/Club Secretary/DE/Dir. Albert Alday attended 
the DISCON 2020 Meeting last February 24, 2020 at the 
Mayfair Room of the Midas Hotel and Casino in Pasay 
City.

IPDG Rudy and Lady Sharon Bediones attended the 
District 3810 Past Presidents Council Post Valentine’s 
Fellowship entitled, “First Class Never Dies...”, hosted 
by his batch, the First Class Presidents last February 24, 
2020 at the Le Parc Event Hall, Pasay City.
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Dear Fellow Rotarians,

Congratulations to all the 
heroes of our tourism suc-
cesses. This is one sector of 
our economy that deserves 
the plaudits of the country 
as well as the Rotary Club. 
Tourism’s revenue stream 
has risen every year since 
1987. 
No other than our very own 

President-Elect/ Dir. Bobby Joseph knows the history of 
tourism in our country well. He knows it well because he 
has been part of its growth. And every year he continues 
to sacrifice in the effort to congratulate and recognize 
these heroes who have done so much to benefit our 
country such as increasing foreigners in our country, in-
creasing our foreign exchange, creating jobs in hotels, 
restaurants and resorts all the countries. We are all in 
awe and proud of you. 

Ambassador Babe, thank you for your time. Thank you 
for making us aware. Thank you for remembering your 
friends and your club. We are proud of you. You are a 
great example of what a true Rotarian should be. We’re 
grateful for the time you spent with us. We know how 
busy you are. This is your club. 

On another note, we are having a very difficult time with 
our venues. Manila Polo Club has just advised us that 
they will be charging Php 300,000.00 per meeting for 
the venue rental. This is aside from the food cost of Php 
1,100.00. These ridiculous and exorbitant rates are out 
of this world and are unconscionable. Other hotels are 
fully booked and charge higher rates. We may be look-
ing at a higher cost for our weekly meetings. We are still 
working for the best interests of our club. The solution 
could very well be a bitter pill to swallow. Alternatives 
could be The Peninsula Hotel Manila or Dusit Thani Ho-
tel, both located in Makati City unless anyone has any 
bright ideas which are very much welcome.

Best,

Jackie

IPDG Rudy Bediones, PDG Vince Carlos and PDG Obet 
Pagdanganan attended the Fellowship Night last February 21, 
2020 at the ICON (Iloilo Convention Center), Iloilo City.

IPDG Rudy Bediones spoke on “Flexibility: Too Much or 
Too Little” during Panel Discussion Three last February 22, 
2020 at the ICON (Iloilo Convention Center), Iloilo City.

ROTARY CONCERNS FORUM DAY 2

ROTARY CONCERNS FORUM FELLOWSHIP NIGHT
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Speech of 
His Excellency JOSE MANUEL “Babe” G. ROMUALDEZ

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
Republic of the Philippines to the United States of America

on the
Visiting Forces Agreement and US-Philippines Bilateral Relations

Rotary Club of Manila
20 February 2020

New World Makati Hotel Ballroom

I would like to thank Rotary Club of Manila President Jackie Rodriguez, a 
personal friend, for inviting me to speak here today. My thanks also to Past 
President Jimmie Policarpio, Chairman, Program Committee, the rest of the 
RCM Board, and of course all of you whom I have missed for the past year 
and a half. 

I’m now on my third year as Ambassador to the United State, and this is 
probably one of the most challenging times in our country’s relationship with 
the United States.

As you all know, the order of President Duterte to terminate the Visiting Forc-
es Agreement (VFA) – and the reaction of President Trump about this devel-
opment – points to the changing dynamic in an evolving world.

The VFA which was ratified in 1991, provided guidelines and procedures 
regarding the entry of American soldiers in the Philippines, and allowed the 
conduct of joint military exercises between American and Filipino soldiers 
such as the Balikatan. 

Two schools of thought are debating the decision to terminate the VFA. 
There are those who believe terminating it is the right thing to do because 
of unclear provisions such as jurisdiction with regard to American soldiers 
accused of committing a crime.

Some on the other hand paint a very grim picture almost to the point of hys-
teria, making it appear as if an invasion of the Philippines will occur once the 
termination of the agreement becomes final after 180 days.

PDG Obet Pagdanganan spoke on “Rotaract: The Fu-
ture of Rotary” during Panel Discussion One last Feb-
ruary 21, 2020 at the ICON (Iloilo Convention Center), 
Iloilo City

ROTARY CONCERNS FORUM OPENING 
PLENARY SESSION

IPDG Rudy and Lady Sharon Bediones with the rest 
of the District Governors during the Iloilo City Tour last 
February 21, 2020.
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As the chief architect of our foreign policy, President Duterte has de-
termined from the beginning that we will exercise an independent for-
eign policy that would assert our sovereignty as a nation – a subject 
that he is most passionate about and rightly so.

While the decision of the President to cancel the VFA may seem dras-
tic to some people, the underlying issue is sovereignty and national 
interest which are, in the words of DFA Secretary Teddyboy Locsin, 
the paramount consideration in our foreign relations.

Just as we are expected to respect the laws of other countries, we also 
expect other countries to respect ours – more so from a longtime ally 
like the United States.

We want to be treated like an equal partner, with domestic issues that 
we should resolve on our own without undue demands or interference 
from other governments.

We are referring of course to the case of Senator Leila de Lima, with 
some US Senators already making conclusions and declaring it to be 
“wrongful.”

The demand of these Senators to release Senator De Lima despite 
the fact that the Supreme Court has ruled on the validity of the drug 
charges filed against her, was deemed by a large number of Filipinos 
as unwarranted foreign interference because it unfairly assumes that 
the Philippines does not have a justice system in place.

This is rather ironic considering that our justice system is modelled 
after the American system, which is why I have always been emphatic 
during my engagements with US Senators that we should focus on 
capacity-building measures to help the Philippines improve its justice 
system in the same manner that many other nations also need to im-
prove their. 

The situation was compounded by the introduction of an amendment 
to the US Appropriations Bills that would ban Philippine government 
officials involved in the De Lima case from entering the US. Then the 
cancellation of Senator Ronald “Bato” dela Rosa’s US visa came, pre-
cipitating the decision of the President to abrogate the Visiting Forces 
Agreement.

Just to let you know, I have continually engaged with US Senators 
and Congressmen particularly the Democrats to explain the situation 
in the Philippines.

I provided a summary of the cases involving Senator De Lima and 
gave them status updates. Early last year, 12 Senators wrote to the 
President urging the government to release Senator De Lima and drop 
the charges against Rappler CEO Maria Ressa. 

ROTARY CONCERNS FORUM ILOILO 2020

WELCOME DINNER/FELLOWSHIP

IPDG Rudy Bediones, PDG Vince Carlos and PDG Obet Pagdanganan 
attended the Welcome Dinner/Fellowship hosted by District 3850 last 
February 20, 2020 at the Richmonde Hotel in Iloilo City.

ILOILO CITY TOUR

IPDG Rudy Bediones getting ready for the Iloilo City Tour last February 
21, 2020.
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Proof of this is the presence of close to five million Filipino-Americans in the 
US, plus the results of the Social Weather Stations survey covering the 3rd 
quarter of 2019 that showed the US as the country that Filipinos trust the 
most and the Pew Research Center survey released last month where of all 
respondents, Filipinos showed the highest confidence in President Trump 
at 77 percent.

As I pointed out in my recent column, the VFA is not the be-all and end-all, 
especially if we look back to the time when the Philippine Senate voted 
against the retention of the US military bases in 1991 – triggering apprehen-
sions about the fate of the Philippines and Filipinos especially the 20,000 
or so working at the Subic Naval Base, and the commercial establishments 
that were generating a lot of business the presence of the American bases 
in Clark and Subic. 

Despite that hump in our relationship, the alliance between the US and the 
Philippines remained intact – and I am sure this will remain so because, as 
DFA Secretary Locsin said, the friendship between the Philippines and the 
United States is “bigger than our mutual defense requirements, and its roots 
are buried far deeper in the earth of shared democratic beliefs, attitudes in 
life, values and vices in practice, with the intergenerational bond and good-
will between our peoples remaining ingrained in the social psyche.”

One could even describe the relationship as a tapestry, with single threads 
woven together over the past 70 years to create an intricate, multifaceted 
pattern that makes it unique and special.

When I first took the post as Ambassador to Washington, I asked the Presi-
dent what his marching orders are, and he told me, “just do your job.”

The challenge for me at the time was to reboot the relationship between 
the Philippines and the United States because of the strain that developed 
between President Duterte and Barack Obama.

And so I did my job, engaging with US Legislators, the Pentagon, White 
House officials, and various stakeholders to enhance the relationship be-
tween the US and the Philippines in many aspects that include security, the 
economy and people-to-people ties.

We provided a comprehensive reply which we sent to the 12 Senators hop-
ing the information would give a more nuanced and thorough understanding 
of the issues they raised.

Following that, only four of the original 12 Senators subsequently filed a 
resolution which sounded more like a demand to drop the cases against 
Senator De Lima and Maria Ressa.

Be that as it may, the recent developments do not mean the end of our 
alliance or friendship with the United States. The ties that bind our two na-
tions are deep and extensive, rooted in our shared history and the deep 
people-to-people relations that have only grown stronger over the years. 

Pres. Jackie Rodriguez presents the week’s celebrants, VPE/
Dir. Nicky Villaseñor, PVP Fausto Preysler and PSAA Gunter 
Matschuck, for the traditional blowing of candle on the birthday cake 
amidst the singing by the RCM World Famous Music Chorale of the 
happy birthday song.

Pres. Jackie Rodriguez ad-
ministers the oath of member-
ship pledge to Mr. Roberto R. 
Locsin as the newest “STAR 
Rotarian” in the Rotary Club 
of Manila. Pres. Jackie Rod-
riguez and SDG/Club Sec./
DE/Dir. Albert Alday place 
the Rotary pins on Mr. Rober-
to R. Locsin.

RCM WEEKLY BIRTHDAY CELEBRANT/S
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But as they say, the only thing that is permanent in this world is 
change. The recent developments clearly show that the world is 
evolving and changing – hopefully for the better, even as the chal-
lenge at this time is to pursue other areas of cooperation particu-
larly on the economic front. 

The US happens to be our third biggest trading partner, our big-
gest export market and our fourth largest import source. In fact, 
the Philippines currently enjoys a trade surplus with the United 
States, which is also our fifth largest source of investments and 
the third biggest source of tourists with over one million US visitors 
in 2018.

With recent indications pointing to the possibility of President 
Trump having another 4-year term at the White House, it has be-
come even more vital for us to have a good relationship with the 
Executive Branch of the US government.  

Fortunately, both leaders like and respect each other, with Presi-
dent Trump saying he has a very good relationship with President 
Duterte, who in turn said Trump is a good President who deserves 
to be re-elected. 

As the President’s representative in Washington, I am aware that 
a lot of challenges will be forthcoming, but we are ready to move 
forward and meet these challenges head on. 

I will continue to engage with US legislators, the White House and 
Pentagon officials and all other stakeholders to forge a good – 
even better – relationship with our longstanding and only military 
ally.

We will continue to look for ways to cooperate on the many as-
pects of the relationship between America and the Philippines.

Let me end by quoting President Manuel Quezon’s words during 
his State of the Nation Address on January 22, 1940: 

“We hope for the best. We shall promote friendly relations with 
other nations and be mindful of their rights. We shall endeavour 
to protect and defend our national integrity and independence to 
the limit of our means… We cannot falter in the attainment of our 
long-cherished Ideal. We must secure a place, however modest, 
in the concert of free nations.”###

Pres. Jackie Rodriguez during his response, presentation to Ambassador 
Jose Manuel “Babe” G. Romualdez, of the club’s commemorative bell and 
gavel set as a token of appreciation and meeting adjournment.

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION – PAUL HARRIS FELLOW

Pres. Jackie Rodriguez 
presents AT Karlo Castro 
as a new Paul Harris Fellow 
where he awarded the cer-
tificate, pin and medallion to 
him. 

RCM MEMBERSHIP/CLASSIFICATIONS COMMITTEE

SDG/Club Sec./DE/Dir. Albert 
Alday, as proposer, delivers a 
brief introduction on the inductee, 
Mr. Roberto R. Locsin (Filipino), 
Chief Executive Officer, Philippine 
Growth Terminals, International 
Container Terminal Services, Inc., 
who carries the classification, Ship-
ping Services-Maritime Container 
Terminal Operations. 
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PD Art Lopez does the honor, 
pleasure and privilege of intro-
ducing  His Excellency Jose 
Manuel “Babe” G. Romual-
dez, Ambassador Extraordinary 
& Plenipotentiary of the Re-
public of the Philippines to the 
United States of America, Past 
Vice President, Rotary Club of 
Manila, as Guest of Honor and 
Speaker.

Ambassador Jose Manuel “Babe” G. Romualdez presents to 
fellow Manila Rotarians, visiting Rotarians and their guests the ter-
mination of the Visiting Forces Agreement and the present state 
of US-Philippines Bilateral Relations which was followed by an 
open forum.

The Manila Rotarians who participated in the open forum were PVP 
Chito Zaldarriaga, PD Beda Fajardo, PVP Lance Masters, Rtn. 
Celso Abastillas, PP Jimmie Policarpio, Dir. Amading Valdez, 
Rtn. Tong Payumo, Rtn. Henning Karcher and Rtn. Hans Pala-
cios. 
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PE/Dir. Bobby Joseph hosted the Star Rotarians Fellowship last Febru-
ary 26, 2020 at the Ralph’s Wine and Spirits along Pasay Road in Makati 
City. Present were Star Rtn. Brian Skinner, Star Rtn. Neil Paras, Rtn. Mike 
Ozaeta, PE/Dir. Bobby Joseph, Rtn. Hans Palacios, Pres. Jackie Rodri-
guez, Rtn. Cris Acosta and Star Rtn. Hansel Tillmann.



Pres. Jackie Rodriguez calls the joint 28th meeting to order. 

DE/IPAS Rene Policarpio, as 
Officer-In-Charge/ Program 
Moderator, calls the sequence 
of activities.

CP/IPP Susing Pineda delivers 
an ecumenical prayer.

PVP Fausto Preysler leads 
in the recitation of the Four (4) 
Way Test to renew with fellow 
Rotarians their commitment to 
the Rotary movement.

Rtn. Lutz Kunack introduces 
the personalities seated at the 
presidential table, visiting Rotar-
ians and guests. 

Pres. Yoshinori Tanaka of RC Fukui Ajisai, Japan delivers his message 
which was followed by an exchange of club bannerettes with Pres. Jackie 
Rodriguez. 

Pres. Jackie Rodriguez, during his President’s Time, reported on the Ro-
tary Centennial Circle headed by the Rotary Club of Manila Ambassador of 
Goodwill Circle Vice Chair. PD Nick Locsin who started, founded and is, 
presently, spearheading the International Relations Program. Their recent 
trip was at the Rotary Club of Calcutta’s Centennial Celebration which 
was highlighted by a Memorandum of Agreement Signing with Rotary Club 
of Calcutta Pres. Pumenda Roychowdhury last February 14, 2020 at the 
Biswa-Bangla Convention Center in India. R.I. Pres. Mark Daniel Maloney 
and other Rotarian dignitaries were present during the milestone occasion. 
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