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GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER

MAJORITY FLOOR LEADER REP. FERDINAND MARTIN 
ROMUALDEZ BARES ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

OF 18th CONGRESS

DR. RABINDRA R. ABEYASINGHE
World Health Organization

Country Representative 
to the Republic of the PhilippinesKABALITA

After being enlightened on the accomplishments of the 18th Congress 
from the House Majority Floor Leader, it’s time we focus on an alarming 
worldwide disease as WHO’s Main Man in our country explains this at 
Asia’s First Rotary Club.
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World Health Organization (WHO) Representative to the 
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Dr. Rabi Abeyasinghe assumed duties as OIC and Acting 
WHO Representative CO Philippines on 26th August 2019. 
Prior to this, he was Coordinator, Malaria Other Vectorborne 
and Parasitic Diseases at the World Health Organizations 
Regional Office for the Western Pacific based in Manila, 
Philippines. He has served WHO since 2011 in various ca-
pacities, including, Acting Director, Communicable Diseas-
es, WPRO (May to October 2018), Regional Entomologist, 
WPRO and Technical Officer Malaria in CO Papua New 
Guinea.  
 
Dr. Rabi is a Medical Specialist MD (Community Medicine) 
from the University of Colombo, Sri Lanka. Additionally, he 
has a MSc in Biology & Control of Disease Vectors from the 
London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine and a Diplo-
ma in Tropical Medicine & Hygiene from the Royal College of 
Physicians, London. He has nearly 30 years of experience in 
malaria control and has held several senior positions in the 
Ministry of Health of Sri Lanka, including, Director National 
Malaria Control Programme and Project Director, GFATM 
Projects.  
 
He is a Fellow of the College of Community Physicians of 
Sri Lanka and a Past President of the College of Community 
Physicians of Sri Lanka. He was a Senior Fellow of the Post-
graduate Institute of Medicine, University of Colombo, Sri 
Lanka and Advisory Board Chair of the Asia Pacific Malaria 
Elimination Network. 
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Dear Fellow Rotarians,

We had a fantastic speaker last Thursday in the person of 
Rep. Martin Romualdez. His presentation on the activities 
of Congress and on what to expect was clear and very en-
couraging. It is the caliber of these young men such as the 
majority floor leader that gives us great hope for a better 
life for our country. Thank you Martin for taking the time to 
meet with the Rotary Club of Manila.

A fairly large delegation is going to India on the 13th of this 
month. We are there to celebrate the third Centennial Club 
of Asia, the Rotary Club of Calcutta. It is, indeed, a great 
honor that they will be joining the Rotary Club Centennial 
Circle. As of today, counting on the Rotary Club of Calcut-
ta, there are only three centennial members. I believe the 
Rotary Club of Tokyo will be the fourth member.

This week, we have a very interesting speaker in the per-
son of a man who is the most knowledgeable on the most 
alarming virus that has taken, not only China, but, the 
world by storm, the Novel Corona Virus (nCoV), which he 
will thoroughly explain. Welcome to our club, Dr. Rabindra 
Abeyasinghe, the representative of the World Health Or-
ganization to our country. I’m sure he will assuage all our 
fears regarding this menace to the human race.

Best,

Jackie
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PROTECT YOURSELF AGAINST 2019-nCoV 

Elias D. Adamos, M.D.

       2019-nCoV is not a deadly virus.  The Novel Coronavirus or 2019-nCoV 
that first appeared in Wuhan, China belongs to the strains of coronaviruses 
that can cause common cold.  Signs and symptoms pointing to 2019-nCoV 
are thus similar to common cold.  2019-nCoV is not only an airborne infec-
tion.  It can transfer from one person to another and can even be contracted 
from the things that you touch and hold.  Treatment is the same as that of 
common cold:  Fever and cough medicines, plenty of fluids, healthy foods 
and bed rest.  

PROTECT YOURSELF BY OBSERVING 
THE FOLLOWING HEALTH PRACTICES 

1. Wash hands often.  Wash with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.

2. Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands.

3.  Avoid close contact with people who are sick.

BE RESPONSIBLE.  
PREVENT THE SPREAD OF 2019-nCoV

1. If you are sick or you feel that you are about to get sick, just stay at home.  
Stay at home while you are sick.

2. Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze, 
then throw the tissue in the waste can and wash your hands.

3. Avoid close contact with people who are suffering from fever and cold.

4. Clean and disinfect surfaces and objects.

MAJORITY FLOOR LEADER REP. FERDINAND 
MARTIN ROMUALDEZ BARES ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF 18th CONGRESS

House Majority Floor Leader Rep. Ferdinand Martin Romualdez 
bared the accomplishments of the 18th Congress. He began by 
establishing the direction of having a favorable investment cli-
mate, making the country a much sought after investment des-
tination. He likewise emphasized on the bills creating the three 
departments, namely, the Department of Filipinos Overseas, the 
Department of Disaster Resiliency and the Department of Wa-
ter Resources. The regular session held at the Batangas City 
Convention Center after the Taal Volcano eruption was meant to 
ensure that the House of Representatives was more cognizant 
of the needs of the people in order to draw up measures aimed 
at the immediate aid of the evacuees. He likewise spoke of a 
bill giving power to the Department of Health (DOH) to approve 
the service capabilities of the hospitals under its jurisdiction. He 
even gave number of legislative measures approved. The post-
ponement of the Sangguniang Kabataan and Barangay Polls 
were likewise mentioned as well aa the fifth edition of the Sal-
ary Standardization Law and the Sin Tax Law. Other measures 
mentioned were the Rice Subsidy for Purchase of Palay as well 
as the Amended Foreign Investments Act of 1991. However, the 
most applauded measure was the ecological measure supporting 
T.R.E.E.S. of the Rotary Club of Manila. Indeed, the 80% trust 
rating of the House Speaker and a +49 in the SWS Survey are 
clear indications of a great leadership in the legislature.
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The T.R.E.E.S. Committee held a meeting last February 3, 
2020 at the Manila Elks Club in Makati City for the purpose 
of planning for the nomination for the Rotary Environmental 
Warrior Awards which takes place on June 4, 2020.  Present 
were Chairman PD Raffy Alunan, Rtn. Juan Montel, IPDG 
Rudy Bediones, Rtn. Henning Karcher, PD Oscar del Rosa-
rio and President Jackie Rodriguez (not in photo)
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Pres. Jackie Rodriguez  calls the joint 25th meeting to order. 

THE WEEK THAT WAS
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PHILIPPINE STAR, FEBRUARY 1, 2020

MANILA BULLETIN, FEBRUARY 2, 2020

DE/Dir. Caloy Reyes, as Officer-
In-Charge/ Program Moderator, 
calls the sequence of activities.

Rotary Club of Makati Bonifacio 
Pres. George Caparas delivers an 
ecumenical prayer.

VP Hermie Esguerra leads 
in the recitation of the Four (4) 
Way Test to renew with fellow 
Rotarians their commitment to 
the Rotary movement.

PD Rod Valencia introduces the per-
sonalities seated at the presidential 
table, Rotary Anns, members of the 
diplomatic corps, guests and visiting 
Rotarians. 

Pres. Jackie Rodriguez, during his President’s Time, announces the plan 
to create or charter a Rotary Club in the Marshall Islands relative to having 
Senator Anthony Mueller in attendance as special club guest of which AS 
Ariel Abriam will be tasked to handle the process. Pres. Jackie Rodriguez 
also acknowledged with sincere thanks and appreciation the RCM Soldiers 
-- Taal Relief Operation Committee chaired by PP Jimmie Policarpio for 
its invaluable service to the affected victims of the Taal volcano eruption.
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VPE Thad Liamzon does the honor, pleasure and privilege of in-
troducing Hon. Ferdinand Martin G. Romualdez, Majority Floor 
Leader and Representative, 1st District of Leyte, House of 
Representatives, Republic of the Philippines, as Guest of Hon-
or and Speaker.

Majority Floor Leader/Rep. Ferdinand Martin G. Romualdez 
presented before Manila Rotarians and Makati Bonifacio Rotar-
ians as well as their guests, his topic on “Accomplishments of 
the 18th Congress” with detailed Statistical Data on SONA Pri-
orities which was followed by an open forum.
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The Manila Rotarians who participated in the open forum were IPDG Rudy 
Bediones, PD Oscar del Rosario, PP Frank Evaristo and Rtn. Henning 
Karcher.

Pres. Jackie Rodriguez during his response, presentation of token of ap-
preciation to Majority Floor Leader/Rep. Ferdinand Martin G. Romualdez 
of the club’s commemorative bell and gavel set and meeting adjournment.

16    BASIC EDUCATION AND LITERACY
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Pres. Jackie Rodriguez presents the week’s celebrants, PD Oscar 
del Rosario and VPE Thad Liamzon, for the traditional blowing of 
candle on the birthday cake amidst the singing by the RCM World 
Famous Music Chorale of the happy birthday song.

MEMBERSHIP/CLASSIFICATIONS COMMITTEE

Proposer PSAA Dr. Gunter 
Matschuck delivers brief intro-
ductory remarks on the induct-
ees, Dr. Martin Henkelmann 
and Mr. Tobias Rast.	

Pres. Jackie Rodriguez administers the oath of membership 
pledge to Dr. Martin Henkelmann (German), Executive Director, 
German-Philippine Chamber of Commerce, Inc., Classification: 
Associations-German-Philippine Business, and Mr. Tobias Rast 
(German), President, German Club, Classification: Information 
Systems-Consulting. 

RCM WEEKLY BIRTHDAY CELEBRANTS
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Manila Rotarians, namely, Rtn. Noel Tanglao, DE/IPAS 
Rene Policarpio, DE/Dir. Caloy Reyes and Rtn. Edwin 
Seña attended the La Salle Greenhills Alumni Home-
coming last February 1, 2020 at the LSGH Campus 
Grounds in Mandaluyong City.
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SDG/Club Secretary/DE/Dir. Albert Alday attended the 
District 3810 Executive Committee (EXECOM) for the 
month of February last February 3, 2020 at the Ballroom 
of the Elorde Sports Center in Parañaque City. The agenda 
delved on the DISCON 2020.


