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GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER

October 24, 2019

KABALITA

As we have set the international stage with Spain bringing to fore 
internationalism, so too, do we pay homage to the foremost American 
Diplomat whose sojourn in excellence befits an appropriate testimo-
nial for his send off with no less than Asia’s First Rotary Club, one of 
the enduring American legacies in our midst, as his send off forum.

RCM’s 16th for Rotary Year 2019-2020
Thursday, October 24, 2019, 12:00 PM, Centennial Hall, Manila Hotel

Officer-In-Charge/ Program Moderator : Dir. Raffy Alunan, III

P R O G R A M  T I M E T A B L E
A Joint Meeting of Rotary Club of Manila (RCM) with 

Rotary Club of Loyola Heights, Quezon City (RCLH); and an 
Intercity Meeting with other Rotary Clubs in the Philippines

11:00 AM 	 Registration
12:10 PM	 Bell to be Rung:  
	 Members and Guests are requested to be seated  		
12:10 PM	 Honor Guard Line for H.E. Sung Y. Kim	 Champion Presidents led by 	
	 Ambassador Extraordinary and		  Pres. Jackie Rodriguez 
	 Plenipotentiary of the United States of America to the Republic 
	 of the Philippines; Honorary Member, RCManila
12:15 PM	 Program Proper			   Dir. Raffy Alunan, III
	 Call to Order 			   RCM Pres. Jackie Rodriguez
					     RCLH Pres. Glo Calvario
	 Singing of the Phil. National Anthem  and     RCM WF Music Chorale
                	 the United States of America National Anthem
	 Invocator				    Pres. Glo Calvario
					     RCLH		
	 RCM Hymn			   RCM WF Music Chorale
	 The Four (4) Way Test Credo		  All Rotarians 
 12:20 PM	Introduction of Guests/Visiting Rotarians 	 PDG Vince Carlos
	 and Personalities seated at the 
	 Presidential Table						    
	 Welcome Song		                   RCM WF Music Chorale
12:25 PM	 Maligayang Bati (RCM Birthday Celebrants)
	 Oct. 31…..PD Rob Sears, PD Jess Santos 
	 Nov.  4…...PD Beda Fajardo	
	 Nov. 8……PVP Babe Romualdez
	 Happy Birthday  Song			  RCM WF Music Chorale
12:30 PM 	President’s Time 			   Pres. Jackie Rodriguez
	 Brief Remarks			   DG Bernadette Herrera
					     District 3780
	 Representative, Bagong Henerasyon Party List
	 Secretary General, The Party List Coalition 	Foundation, Inc.
12:35 PM	 Introduction of Guest of Honor 
	 and Speaker			   CP/IPP Susing Pineda, Jr.	
	 VTR Message			 
		  His Excellency Jose Manuel “Babe” G. Romualdez
		  Ambassador Extraordinary & Plenipotentiary of the 
		  Republic of the Philippines to the United States of America
		  Past Vice President, Rotary Club of Manila

 	 Address : 	His Excellency Sung Y. Kim
                                   Ambassador 
		  Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the United States 
		  of America to the Republic of the Philippines
		  Honorary Member, Rotary Club of Manila
	 Public Forum
  2:00 PM	 Response, Presentation of  Token of Appreciation to 
	 Amb. Sung Y. Kim & Meeting Adjournment	  Pres. Jackie Rodriguez

SPAIN ACCELERATES INTERNATIONALISM

His Excellency 
SUNG Y. KIM

Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 

of the United States of America
to the Republic of the Philippines
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His Excellency Sung Y. Kim
Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
United States of America to the 
Republic of the Philippines
Honorary Member, 
Rotary Club of Manila

The ambassador ought to file for an 
extension since he was such a driv-

ing force in pursuing good relations between the Philippines and the Unit-
ed States despite the political climate.

Ambassador Sung Y. Kim’s  stint in the Philippines has been the most 
colourful in his long history as a career diplomat for the United States. 
With the overall thrust of the U.S. embassy and all its sub-sectors to fos-
ter good diplomatic relations with the Philippines, they took great strides 
to open dialogues and build relationships with key figures in the Duterte 
administration. 

The ambassador keenly met with cabinet members to voice out the con-
cerns of the business community, as well as to air the side of the U.S. on 
various issues from a diplomatic standpoint.

Additionally, the U.S. has strengthened its new Development Finance 
Corporation to USD 60 billion. This marks a key point in showing confi-
dence in the economic partnership between the two nations. 

The hope is that U.S. companies can also take part in the “Build, Build, 
Build” initiative in order to foster knowledge and best practice sharing be-
tween the two nations (the U.S. has a wealth of knowledge and experi-
ence in the field of infrastructure and public works). 

Amb. Kim urged American companies to keep their CSR activities and 
make these activities known to the general public since it could be a good 
catalyst for improving U.S.-Philippine relations. Unfortunately, he said, a 
lot of these initiatives usually go under the radar.

Lastly, the ambassador assured that the U.S. is still committed to hon-
ouring the bilateral defense treaty with the Philippines and promises to 
uphold the rule of UNCLOS ( United Nations Convention on the Law of the 
Sea) with regard to the West Philippine Sea issue versus China. 

Along with the current heated climate, tension is brewing as China con-
tinues to make aggressive moves in the disputed territories. Regardless 
of the situation, the U.S. is committed to uphold the agreement and will 
come to the Philippines’ aid at the drop of a needle.
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Dear Fellow Rotarians,

Every once in a while in our life, we come across 
very special exceptional people, people who 
have a great effect on us and in their humble 
ways give us insight and opportunities to emu-
late the very way they behave. Such is the per-
son who is our Guest of Honor and Speaker 
today. His Excellency, the Ambassador of the 
United States of America, is exactly the kind of 
person. Today is his last speech before the Ro-
tary clubs of our country. He will bid us goodbye, 
but, we will remember him fondly today as we did 
yesterday and will be for tomorrow. Ambassador, 
the Rotary Club of Manila wishes you the very 
best in every endeavor and we hope and pray 
for your greatest success in every facet of your 
life and every endeavor you wish to attain and 
every goal you strive for. In behalf of the Rotary 
Club of Manila, we dedicate this day to you while 
we thank you for the services you have done for 
our country.

Best,

Jackie
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SPAIN ACCELERATES INTERNATIONALISM

Speaking before an engaged audience, His Ex-
cellency Jorge Moragas, Ambassador Extraordi-
nary and Plenipotentiary of the Kingdom of Spain 
to the Republic of the Philippines, outlined the 
role of Spain in world affairs. He traced the al-
most 500 year relationship between Spain and 
the Philippines and how his country, gradually, 
though belatedly, upheld the tenets of interna-
tionalism. He pointed out that Spain is slowly 
entering the Asian market with its investments 
as manifested in the various Spanish brands 
presently flooding the Asian sphere. According 
to him, bilateral relations of Spain and the Phil-
ippines have not reached their fullest potential 
and the Philippines, having experienced twenty 
(20) continuous years of high economic growth, 
a clear commitment, possessor of sound macro-
economic fundamentals and a ready disposition 
to attract private investors to fill in the infrastruc-
ture gaps, is now ready to face a bright tomorrow 
which marries a glorious ancestral beginning and 
a future perfectly infused with a Spanish touch of 
class.
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The Board of Directors for RY 2019-2020 held 
its Regular Meeting last October 17, 2019 at 
the Committer Room of the Manila Polo Club in 
Makati City.

The RCManila Foundation held a meeting last 
October 17, 2019 at the Committee Room of the 
Manila Polo Club in Makati City.

REMEMBERING DEARLY DEPARTED…
And Avoiding Stress 

 
Elias D. Adamos, M.D.

       Because of the heavy traffic and the 
expected traffic scenario come All Saints’ 
Day and All Souls’ Day, not to mention Hal-
loween night parties, more and more peo-
ple do their graveyard cleaning, repainting, 

and visits to their dearly departed, weeks earlier from the traditional 
date to avoid the celebrating crowd.  Others even go to the cemetery 
after the first two days of November, to play it safe.  The traffic that 
has escalated to “crisis” proportions, or “catastrophic” levels, as one 
authoritative urban planner claims it to be, can be very stressful to most 
people, if not to all of us.  And stress can develop into illness or a sick 
condition, including high blood pressure, heart attack, and stroke.  Log-
ically translated, this means:  “Stress shortens life.”  

       Let us tackle the first one.  Why should you avoid the cemetery 
stress?  Visit to the cemetery is like a party and a reunion.  A party and a 
reunion can be stressful because of some reasons:  1.  You’re expected 
to leave for the province for the traditional “undas” but you have limited 
resources. You are limited because of some financial reasons;  
2.  Toxic relatives.  You expect to see relatives, friends, former busi-
ness partners and associates, and other people whom you are trying to 
avoid.   Worse, you might be trying to avoid the “mangungutang (people 
who always ask for dole outs and cash from you);”
3.   Unhappy memories.  Visit to the cemetery might bring about the re-
call of some unhappy memories; and 4.  Life changing events like sep-
aration from family, removal from a job, marital discord, chronic illness, 
retirement, etc. can add up to the tension. 

Avoid traffic stress because traffic kills.  But if you can’t avoid it, don’t 
forget to smile. And just ride on, man!  One of the President’s cabinet 
members was quoted to have said, “Maging maparaan sa trapik (Be 
creative in traffic).”  A female lawyer friend of mine, who works at the 
Senate, couldn’t care less about the traffic, “Ang dami kong nagagawa 
(I can do many things).”  According to her, when caught in traffic, she 
catches up on her readings, polishes some legal documents, and even 
has her house-call manicure and pedicure, including massage, inside 
her van.  Reality is really funnier than fiction!   Yes, you can be crea-
tive when you’re stuck up in traffic and you’re traveling with your wife, 
children, and friends:  1.  Tell stories.  2.  Make fun of motorists around 
you.  And don’t forget to LOL (laugh out loud).  3.  Bring a minus one 
or sing-along CD and do some group singing inside the car.  4.  Read 
the newspaper.  5.  Listen to the radio. Commentaries about politics 
and religion can be funny.  Just blurt it out.  Laugh again.  6.  Tell jokes, 
no matter how old or how overplayed they may be.  7.  Tease and play 
“romantic” with your wife, perhaps like:  Husband:  Traffic ka ba (Are 
you traffic)?  Wife:  Bakit (Why)?  Husband:  Kasi forever ka (Because 
you’re forever).   Hahaha!    

Other ways to avoid stress this Undas and the rest of the year 
       Map out your day.  Carefully plan your trips.  Unload unnecessary 
activities.   Take time to breathe.  Relax.  Reflect.  Analyze the problem 
and simplify the solution.  Good luck to all of us.  Always stay healthy.  
Expect the worst.  Hope for the best.       
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ALAY LAKAD MOVERS:
The Philippine Star19 Oct 2019

President Rodrigo Duterte, honorary chairman of 
the Alay Lakad Foundation, congratulates Frank 
Evaristo, president of Alay Lakad, on the celebration 
of the recent Alay Lakad Foundation Day at Luneta. 
The foundation seeks to help the poor with free ed-
ucation, providing more than 100,000 out-of-school 
youth scholarship nationwide.
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US Ambassador Kim to address 
Rotary Club Manila

Published October 21, 2019

His Excellency Sung Kim, Ambassador of the USA to 
the Philippines, will be the guest of honor and speaker 
and will deliver his valedictory message before Rotari-
ans of Rotary Club of Manila and Metro Manila Rotary 
International Districts at the historical Manila Hotel, on 
Thursday, October 24, 2019.

Ambassador Sung Kim is an honorary member of 
Rotary Club of Manila and actively participated in the 
centennial celebration of Rotary Club of Manila and 
the Rotary Philippines as Chairman of the Board of 
Judges of the Rotary Project Centennial Awards last 
June 2019.

Rotarians of the Philippines will wish all the best to 
one of the most loved Ambassadors of the United 
States of America to the Philippines before he moves 
on to his next diplomatic post.

Ambassador Sung Kim
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RCM SIGHT SAVING COMMITTEE
CHAIR RTN. JACK BAUTISTA

IBAJAY MISSION-IBAJAY REGIONAL HOSPITAL, AKLAN
OCTOBER 9 – 13, 2019

EYE TEAM
DR. JACINTO BAUTISTA, JR

DR. CARLOS CHUA
DR. ALEXANDER GERARD NIÑO GUNGAB

DR. FRAIAN BARCARSE
DR. ANJANETTE PAULINE ONG

ELAINE SANTOS, RN
MA. GRACIA CARIAS, RN

SPONSORS
RCM SIGHT SAVING COMMITTEE DISTRICT 3810

RCM EYE CENTER
PAGKALINGA SA MATA PROJECT

“ITUWID ANG PANINGIN NG DULING”
AIR 21

LINAHEIM GROUP OF COMPANIES
GUIDING LIGHT MINISTRY

LGU AKLAN PROVINCE
GOVERNOR JOVEN MIRAFLORES

IBAJAY MAYOR JOSE ENRIQUE MIRAFLORES
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Rtn. Hans Palacios, President Jackie Rodriguez, DTI Secretary Ra-
mon Lopez, PD John Cenica and PP Teddy Ocampo attended the 
4th ASEAN Indian Business Summit last October 19, 2019 at the Makati 
Shangrila Hotel in Makati City.

Rtn. Gani Macatoman, Rtn. Dong Benedicto and CP/IPP Susing 
Pineda attended the 45th Philippine Business Conference and 
Expo of the Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry last Octo-
ber 17, 2019 at the Fiesta Pavilion of the Manila Hotel in Manila.
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Pres. Jackie Rodriguez calls the 15th meeting of the Rotary Club of 
Manila to order.

Rtn. Pepe Rodriguez, as 
Officer-In-Charge/ Program 
Moderator, calls the sequence 
of activities.

 Rtn. Vic Garcia delivers an 
ecumenical prayer.

PVP Fausto Preysler, Jr. introduces the guests, visiting Rotarians 
and personalities seated at the presidential table.

Group picture with all visiting Rotarians at the Centennial of the Rotary 
Club of Shanghai.

Rtn. Warren So exchanging 
bannerettes with the Rotar-
ian from the Rotary Club of 
Shanghai Elysee.

Manila Rotarians exchanging ban-
nerettes with the Rotarian from the 
Rotary Club of Paris East

Manila Rotarians exchanging bannerettes with  President Terri Lau of 
the Rotary Club of Shanghai.
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Pres. Jackie Rodriguez formally inducts the three (3) new members 
to the Rotary Club of Manila : Mr. Peri Resabal,  Mr. Brian Skinner 
and Mr. Reginald T. Yu with their respective proposers. SDG/Club 
Secretary/DE/Dir. Albert Alday and Pres. Jackie Rodriguez placed 
the Rotary pins on the STAR Rotarians after the induction ceremo-
nies.

Induction of new members to 
RCM.   Rtn. Pepe Rodriguez ad-
ministers the charging of new mem-
bers to the following Rotary Club 
of Manila inductees: Mr. Peri S. 
Resabal (Filipino), VP Operations, 
Paramina Barth Technologies, Inc., 
Classification: Mining-Gold & Silver 
Mining, Proposer: Rtn. Colin Pat-
terson;  Mr. Brian Skinner (Amer-
ican), Director, BAS Active Busi-

ness Services, Inc., Classification: Automotive Industry-Automotive 
Leasing, Proposer: Pres. Jackie Rodriguez and Mr. Reginald T. Yu 
(Filipino), President, Times Paint Corporation, Classification: Paints – 
Paint Manufacturing, Proposer: SDG/Club Secretary/DE/Dir. Albert 
Alday and Treasurer Jason Ong.

Pres. Jackie Rodriguez, during his 
President’s Time, reminds fellow 
Rotarians on the forthcoming Vale-
dictory meeting with His Excellency 
Sung Kim, Ambassador of the Unit-
ed States of America to the Philip-
pines and RCM Honorary Member, 
for his valedictory speech, on Octo-
ber 24, 2019, Thursday, 12:00 pm, 
at the Manila Hotel Centennial Hall.

Rtn. Warren So and PD Nick Locsin with Rotary Club of Shanghai 
PP Frank Yih who announced his US$250,000 donation to The Rotary 
Foundation.

Rtn. Warren So ex-
changing bannerettes 
with Rotarians from the 
Rotary Club of Rich-
mond Canada

Manila Rotarians with PP Cathy Gibson of the Rotary Club of Seattle, 
the mother club of the Rotary Club of Manila
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Pres. Jackie Rodriguez leads in the signing of a Memorandum of Agree-
ment between the Rotary Club of Manila and Miss Earth Foundation, 
Inc., for the joint T.R.E.E.S. (The Rotary Ecological and Environmental 
Strategem) Project. 

Pres. Jackie Rodriguez administers the honorary membership pledge to 
His Excellency Jorge Moragas, Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the Kingdom of Spain to the Republic of the Philippines.

Rtn. Juan Montel does the 
honor, pleasure and privilege 
of introducing His Excellency 
Jorge Moragas, Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotenti-
ary of the Kingdom of Spain to 
the Republic of the Philippines, 
as the Guest of Honor and 
Speaker.

PDG Alex Cureg went on a trip to Busan, South Korea upon the 
invitation of Past Rotary International President  DK Lee last 
September 27, 2019.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CENTENNIAL OF THE 
ROTARY CLUB OF SHANGHAI

(October 19-20, 2019, Shanghai, People’s Republic of China)

VPE Thad Liamzon presents the Rotary Club of Manila Coffee Table 
Book to Rotary Club of Shanghai President Terri Lau together with PD 
Nick Locsin and Rtn. Warren So.
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Pres. Jackie Rodriguez presents to Ambassador Jorge Moragas  
the replica of the bell and gavel set as a  token of appreciation.

Ambassador Jorge Moragas presented before Manila Rotari-
ans and their guests, the bilateral relations between Spain and 
the Philippines in various aspects such as trade, economic and 
industrial relations, advocating the program of the Philippine gov-
ernment’s build, build, build infrastructure projects, promotion and 
reciprocal protection of investments, on civil rights, air transpor-
tation, tourism, renewable energies and biofuels, cultural, sports 
and educational cooperation and the fight against transnational 
crimes, among others.  

SDG/Club Secre-
tary/DE/Dir. Albert 
Alday was chosen 
as the 2019 MOST 
OUTSTANDING JCI 
SENATOR IN THE 
FIELD OF EDUCA-
TION during the JCI 
Senate Philippines 

Golden Awards last October 19, 2019 during at the Presidential Ball 
of the 51st JCI Senate Philippines National Convention, Royce Ho-
tel and Casino, Clark, Pampanga.

Treasurer Jason Ong 
was conferred as a Jake 
Gonzales Fellow last Oc-
tober 19, 2019 during the 
Jake Gonzales Breakfast 
of the 51st JCI Senate 
Philippines National Con-
vention, Royce Hotel and 
Casino, Clark, Pampan-
ga.

STAR Rtn. Reggie Yu was elected as Trustee and was chosen as 
2020 Secretary-General of the Philippine Jaycee Senate Foundation 
last October 19, 2019 during the Jake Gonzales Breakfast of the 51st 
JCI Senate Philippines National Convention, Royce Hotel and Casino, 
Clark, Pampanga.

MANILA ROTARIANS SHINE IN JCI SENATE PHILIPPINES
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Manila Rotarians attended the investiture of Former 
Social Welfare and Development Secretary Em-
manuel Leyco as the new President of the Paman-
tasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila (PLM) last October 
18, 2019 at the PLM Campus in Intramuros, Manila. 
He was appointed by Manila City Mayor Francisco 
“Isko Moreno” Domagoso, RCM Honorary Member. 
Present were President Jackie Rodriguez, CP/IPP 
Susing Pineda, VPE/Dir. Nicky Villaseñor and Rtn. 
Noel Tanglao. Likewise, there was a presentation of 
the Rotary Club of Manila Educational Assistance 
Program (REAP) check for the 47 college graduating 
students covering the months of July, August and Sep-
tember 2019.
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           Our Fellowship Committee chaired by

           DE/Treas. Jason Ong will be giving-away
          “Beer Mugs” to attendees as souvenir.

           Do come and enjoy the FUN !!!

PVP Fausto Preysler hosted dinner in honor of PVP 
Babe Romualdez, Philippine Ambassador to the USA, 
last October 17, 2019 at the former’s residence in Forbes 
Park, Makati City. Also present were CP/IPP Susing 
Pineda, PD Art Lopez and Rtn. Pepe Rodriguez.

CP/IPP Susing Pineda and PDSAA Tony Lopa had lunch 
with South China Morning Post of Hongkong Editor-in-Chief 
Gary Liu last October 17, 2019 at the Shangrila at the Fort, 
Bonifacio Global City, Taguig.


