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KABALITA

The time has come to begin the celebration of a hundred years of “Service Above 
Self” in the Philippines and in Asia under the leadership of Asia’s First Rotary 
Club. Let the festivities begin with a Welcome Party that is uniquely Filipino and 
with the Philippine Pride of Rotary as Guest of Honor.

RAFAEL “RAFFY” M. GARCIA, III
Director, Rotary International

RY 2018-2020

GUEST OF HONOR



THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
RY 2018-2019

SUSING PINEDA
 President

JIMMIE POLICARPIO
Immediate Past President

LANCE MASTERS
Vice President

RAFFY ALUNAN
ALBERT ALDAY
ISSAM ELDEBS
CALOY REYES

BOBBY JOSEPH
JACKIE RODRIGUEZ

Directors

ALVIN LACAMBACAL
Secretary

NICKY VILLASEÑOR
Treasurer

AMADING VALDEZ
Board Legal Adviser

RENE POLICARPIO
Assistant Secretary

NER LONZAGA
JASON ONG

Assistant Treasurers

DAVE REYNOLDS
Sergeant-At-Arms

JASON BOGOVICH
Deputy Sgt-At-Arms

ANNA KUN TOLEDO
Secretariat

PRES. SUSING PINEDA
Publisher

ISDG/IS/DE 
Dir. ALBERT S. ALDAY

GML Managing Editor, District 3810
Chairman, BALITA Committee 

Editor-in-Chief

AS RENE POLICARPIO
Co-Chairman, BALITA Committee

Managing Editor

SDG FRANK A. EVARISTO
District 3810

Centennial Public Relations
Chairman, RY 2018-2019

PSAA ELOY ADAMOS
SDG/VP LANCE MASTERS

Contributing Editors

RCM SECRETARIAT

ANNA KUN TOLEDO
Executive Secretary

EMMANUEL L. SALAZAR
Senior Coordinator

AMIEL M. HERNANDEZ
Committee Coordinator

GRACE AQUINO
Fund Coordinator

RCM OFFICE

543 Arquiza Street corner 
Grey Street,.Ermita, Manila

Tels No. 527-1886 & 527-1887
Fax No. 527-1885

Email: rcmanila@rcmanila.org

RCM BOD AND EDITORIAL STAFF  632     PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

Last week, we recognized the outstanding blue 
collar workers of our country at the Centennial Edi-
tion of our TOWER Awards. Thank you to Petron 

Foundation, Inc., the People Management Association of the Philippines 
(PMAP), the Department of Labor and Employment and New World Makati 
Hotel for supporting this worthwhile endeavor. Likewise, a depth of grati-
tude to PP Benny Laguesma for spearheading this event.

We had a successful Angels in Rendu Art Exhibit at the Art Pavillion of the 
LRI Design Plaza in Makati City last June 15, 2019 where many Manila 
Rotarians and friends bought paintings of special children Angie de Ramos 
and Angelica Reyes. The proceeds of the sale went to the Hospicio de San 
Jose Cerebral Palsy Center. Thank you PD Phillip Ong and his support-
ers for staging this exhibit for charity as well as all Manila Rotarians who 
attended.

Our preparations which began several years ago will now see its fruition 
beginning today, June 20, 2019, as we kick-off our three-day Centennial 
Celebration with our Welcome Party, aptly dubbed, the “Salubong Fiesta” 
to showcase the warm hospitality of the Filipino culture to all Rotarians 
present, including our sister and daughter clubs with RI Director Raffy Gar-
cia, III, as Guest of Honor. The venue is the Luna, Hidalgo and Amorsolo 
Function Rooms of the World Trade Center in Pasay City as we all don our 
Filipiniana Casual’s best in welcoming our guests.

The high point of the Centennial Celebration is tomorrow’s event, known 
as “A Legacy of Rotary Service” which features the mass induction of Dis-
trict Governors-Elect and Presidents-Elect by no less than Rotary Inter-
national President-Elect Mark Maloney where a certificate will be given to 
them. Our Rotaractors will lend a helping hand and join us in the morning 
session of this day. Also, on this day will be the historic Rotary Forum led 
by the RI President-Elect himself. Further, the five (5) grand finalists will be 
singing the best composition in the Centennial Chorale Competition where 
they vie for top honors. Moreover, the most outstanding service projects 
from all the rotary districts in the Philippines will receive awards. Thereaf-
ter, we will have an enchanting evening with President Rodrigo Duterte or 
his designate amid a night of music from Lara Maigue, the Ryan Cayabyab 
singers and Marcy David and his band.

The Centennial Gala Night will serve as the celebration of all celebrations 
for a hundred years of service to humanity. With VPE/PAT Hermie Esguer-
ra and his team of Manila Rotarians as well as event coordinators, this
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event promises to be a first class evening from entertainment to venue 
as this will take place, two days from now, on June 22, 2019 at the posh 
Grand Ballroom of the OKADA MANILA in Parañaque City. This is a by 
invitation only event. On this note, I wish to express my utmost grati-
tude to all who have donated as we anticipate the success of this event.

Our Centennial Coffee Table Book is now being sold for Php 2,000 a 
copy. Don’t miss the opportunity of securing your copies of this com-
memorative book which tells the story of our heritage club.

The Centennial Commemorative Stamps are still on sale. Please don’t 
miss your chance to secure for yourselves, issues of these once in a 
lifetime memorabilia whose value will surely increase in the years to 
come.

The Rotary Club of Manila Educational Assistance Program (REAP) 
continues to help the academically endowed, but, financially chal-
lenged graduating students of PLM and PUP. There is a need for more 
benefactors to help these deserving students. Hence, I appeal to your 
generosity to help these students.

All these would not be possible without your payments of the centennial 
seed fund and centennial donations. Hence, I wish to make an urgent 
appeal for those who have not yet remitted to please do so as these 
would go along way in covering the expenses we are incurring now as 
we celebrate our centennial. Further, I would like to remind all those 
who have not paid their annual dues to please do so.

Without an iota of doubt, all these are colossal undertakings which en-
tail the best of efforts in furtherance of Service Above Self. Indeed, 
great things in Rotary are never done by a single individual, but, by 
a team of Rotarians, moving together towards a common goal. Un-
der ONE CENTURY, towards ONE MISSION and in furtherance of 
ONE ROTARY, the best is yet to come as we begin the next century of 
service. Let us all BE THE INSPIRATION and embrace Rotary in our 
everyday lives as we celebrate a centennial worth our lasting legacy for 
the next century and beyond.
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To my Fellow Members of RCM, 

Let us join our sister club, the Rotary Club of Singapore, dur-
ing their inaugural meeting (installation celebration) on the 28th 
and 29th of June 2019 .    

Here under is their message of invitation.  To those who will be 
participating, please contact our International Relations Chair 
Ed Lee. 

Thank you. 

Susing 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dear President Jesus Pineda
Rotary Club of Manila

On behalf of the Rotary Club of Singapore, we would like to 
invite you and members of your Club to our Sister Club fellow-
ship and Installation Dinner to be held on 28th and 29th June 
respectively. Please see the attached documents for further 
details of our Club events.

Kindly advise us at your earliest convenience, the names and 
positions of the members of your delegation, their flight details 
and should you require hotel accommodation. Please provide 
this information no later than 6 June 2019.
 
We look forward to welcoming you and your delegation to Sin-
gapore.

Yours sincerely

Deepak Nagrani
President, RY 2019-2020
Rotary Club of Singapore
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FATHER’S DAY
(When it’s time for dad to face his creator) 

Elias D. Adamos, M.D.

       “We learned to be so graceful, watching wild 
horses running.  And from those agile angels, we 
knew the tide was turning.  For we watched as on 

the skyway, the herons circled slowly.  While we, mere mortals, watched 
them fly, our sleepless eyes grew heavy.”  Bernard John Taupin (1950-), 
English poet, lyricist, and singer 

Dads are mortals (The age of integrity v. despair)
       I remember New Year’s Eve of 1996 when my dad, who was di-
agnosed with stomach cancer, told me in Ilocano:  “I might not be able 
to cross the bridge anymore.  Take care of your mom.”  It was the time 
when I experienced and realized the integrity and dignity of a dying man, 
frail as he may be, but still in possession of the features of a man I very 
much admire and love so well, more so, because he was not afraid of 
death. 

       According to behaviorist and psychologist Erik Erikson, a person 
goes through different stages of life.  As one passes through them, cri-
ses arise in the form of conflicting needs:  individual or personal needs 
v. demands and expectations of society.  The successful completion of 
each stage results in healthy personality and acquisition of basic virtues.  
The last and final stage, according to Erikson, is the Ego Integrity v. 
Despair Stage that begins approximately at age 65 and ends in death.  
To some, this stage can come early.  It is in this stage that one has to 
acquire integrity – “The acceptance of one’s one and only cycle that had 
to be.”  Success in this stage will lead to the virtue of wisdom.  Wisdom 
enables a person to look back on his life with a sense of closure and 
completeness, and also the acceptance of death without fear. 

When dad needs emotional support (The 7 “E’s”)
       There are times when family members have to face the truth.  When 
dad is about to go away because of some terminal condition, he needs 
emotional boosting:
1. Educate. Inform him about his condition.  Give him chance to talk to 
other patients who had gone through a similar journey.
2. Enable.  Let him move forward and instill confidence in him about the 
decisions he has to make.
3. Empower. Let him be his own advocate.  Encourage him to ask his 
doctors, friends, and family about his needs and concerns.
4. Empathize.  Make him feel that he is not alone.  
5. Energize. Let him decide to seek what he feels is the best possible 
care.  Let him ask the right questions, and maybe look for a second or 
third opinion without being intimidated.
6.  Evolve. Let him accept and understand his present situation.  In a 
terminal condition, not all days are bad days, for there are good days 
as well.
7. Emerge. With the right support, he will emerge in his journey from a 
cancer patient to a cancer survivor.  Who knows?  This might lead to a 
second chance at life.         

   60   PUBLIC HEALTH NUTRITION AND CHILD CARE
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The Rotary Club of Manila 
was a Co-Host of the Ro-
taract District Leadership 
Training which took place 
last June 15, 2019 at the 
Ballroom of the Elorde 
Sports Center in Sucat, 
Parañaque City.

NEW GENERATIONS SERVICE    59  
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ISDG/IS/DE/Dir. Albert Alday attended the Meeting of the Executive Com-
mittee of District 3810 for RY 2019-2020 last June 13, 2019 at the Ballroom 
of the Elorde Sports Center in Sucat, Parañaque City.
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Rotary Club of Manila Centennial Watch 
is a limited edition watch (100 pieces) 
made by Ibarra bearing the new logo of 
the Rotary Club of Manila which will be 
sold as part of a fund-raising endeavor.

This project aims to 
provide shelter for 
street families from the 
City of Manila within 
the hospice site lo-
cated in Norzagaray, 
Bulacan and to equip 
parents from these 
families with the liveli-
hood skills training to 
be conducted within 
the hospice site to ad-
equately prepare them 
for independent living. 

Presidential Proclamation No. 413 
is a proclamation signed by Presi-
dent Rodrigo Roa Duterte “declaring 
01 July 2018 to 30 June 2019 as 
the ‘Year for the Celebration of the 
Centennial Anniversary of the Ro-
tary Club of Manila and the Rotary 
Movement in the Philippines and in 
Asia”.   This was obtained through 
the help of IPP Jimmie Policarpio 
and his Board of Directors and Ex-
ecutive Officers.

Monty Python’s SPAMALOT 
is a Rotary Club of Ma-
nila-sponsored    musical 
comedy adapted from the 
1975 film Monty Python 
and the Holy Grail. Like the 
motion picture, it is a highly 
irreverent parody of the Ar-
thurian legend, but it differs 
from the film in many ways.  
This show is a fund-raising 
endeavor of the club.

HOSPICIO DE SAN JO-
SE-NORZAGARAY PROJECT

CENTENNIAL PROJECTS
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Philippine Booth of the 
Rotary Club of Manila at 
the Rotary International 
Convention in Toronto, 
Canada was an initiative 
in cooperation with the 
Department of Tourism 
and Philippine Airlines to 
promote the centennial of 
the Rotary Club of Manila 
and the Rotary movement 
in the Philippines and 
in Asia.   The booth was 
designed by Rotaractors 
from the Rotaract Club of 
Manila, one of our spon-
sored clubs.

SARI-SARING ARALAN: 3K para sa 3K (Ka-
bataan, Kababaihan, Kalalakihan para sa 
Karunungan, Kaugalian, Kagitingan) is based 
on the concept of the iconic Filipino sari-sari 
store, a well-known place in the community, 
that can be a venue for learning. It is based 
on the premise that learning does not and 
should not only take place inside schools and 
colleges, but in communities, workplaces, and 
families, as well. Sari-Saring Aralan aims to 
become a Learning Hub for OSY to help in in-
creasing their capacity, sociability, change of 
values, and mind set in life.

The Rotary Club of Manila Educational Assistance Pro-
gram (REAP)
(aka Adopt-a-Student program) is an initiative to support graduating stu-
dents from the Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila and the Polytechnic 
University of the Philippines by providing financial aid for their everyday 
expenses. In line with celebrating 100 years of service, the initial goal is to 
provide support to 100 graduating students who will be needing financial 
support the most but at the same time providing better opportunities to 
improve their current state.

The World Famous Music Committee held a choir practice last June 
18, 2019 at the residence of PS Jorge Salazar in Bel-Air, Makati 
City. The practice was for their performance in the Centennial Cel-
ebration. Present were PP Benny Laguesma, DG Rudy Bediones, 
PP Cesar Ubaldo, PP Ebot Tan, PP Teddy Ocampo, SDG/VP Lance 
Masters, PD Beda Fajardo, PD Oscar del Rosario, PD Nick Locsin, 
IAS/AT Jason Ong, PS Jorge Salazar, DE/Treasurer Nicky Villaseñor 
and Rtn. Thad Liamzon. Choir Master Domino Marcos was on hand 
for the practice.



12    CENTENNIAL NEWS THE WEEK THAT WAS    53

RCM MEMBERS’ WEEKLY BIRTHDAY CELEBRANTS

Rotary’s Heart for Little 
Angels is an initiative to 
provide financial assis-
tance to young children 
with congenital heart 
defects for purposes of 
their operation.

One Rotary One Philippines One for Marawi is an initiative 
that aims to provide medical, psychological and palliative care to wound-
ed soldiers who have fought for the liberation of Marawi from the shackles 
of terrorism as well as civilians who have been displaced as a result of 
the armed conflict.

Centennial Commemorative Stamp is an initiative to commemorate the 
100 years of the Rotary Club of Manila and the Rotary movement in the 
Philippines and in Asia through the issuance of limited edition stamps.

Seeds of Change by Rotary Club of Manila is an initiative to plant 
100,000 gmelina and seedlings in commemoration of the 100 years of 
the Rotary Club of Manila and the Rotary movement in the Philippines 
and in Asia.

Photo opportunity of the TOWER Awardees with RCM Members led by 
Centennial President Susing Pineda.

Centennial President Susing Pineda present the week’s birthday cel-
ebratns : Past Director John Cenica, Rtn Citos Manalaysay,  Rtn Joe 
Assad,  Rtn David Wong,  Past President Boy Ampil, Past Treasurer 
Chito Tagaysay, Director Caloy Reyes, and joining them are TOWER 
Awardees also as birthday celebrants : Mr. Gerald Taguiam and Mr. 
I.J. Duyag, for the traditional blowing of candle on the birthday cake 
amidst the singing by the RCM World Famous Music Chorale of the 
happy birthday song.
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Centennial Hymn is an ini-
tiative towards composing 
a song that will embody the 
100 years of the Rotary Club 
of Manila.

Rotary Club of Manila 
Coffee Table Book is an 
initiative to set forth the 
strides of Asia’s First Ro-
tary Club and the Rotary 
movement in the Philip-
pines and in Asia in its 
100 years of existence.

The Search for The Outstanding Workers of the 
Republic (TOWER) Awards was founded in 1975 
by the Rotary Club of Manila as an annual search 
for outstanding “blue collar” workers of the coun-
try. Subsequently, it included in its coverage “white 
collar” (non-supervisory) workers. It aims to recog-
nize the contributions to economic development of 
the legions of skilled workers who constitute the 
backbone of our country’s manpower capacity. 
The awards program transcended the confines of 
a Club’s concern because of its nationwide reach 
and significance in uplifting the Filipino workers’ 
morale and social status leading to greater prestige 
at the workplace – to the entrepreneur / employer 
and the colleagues, to the family and the commu-
nity while enhancing individual career opportunities 
and promoting industrial peace.

Rotary Activities with the 
Boy Scouts of the Phil-
ippines is an initiative to 
showcase the Boy Scouts 
of the Philippines, a crea-
tion of the Rotary Club of 
Manila, as they take part 
in centennial activities of 
our club.

Mr. GERALD TAGUIAM, 
SIA Engineering Philip-
pines, delivers brief mes-
sage and appreciation re-
marks, for and in behalf of 
the TOWER Awardees.

The UP Singing Ambassadors led by Professor Ed Manguiat 
perform a special song medley to the delight of the audience.

Centennial President Susing Pineda for his response and meeting 
adjournment.
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Centennial President Susing Pineda, District 3810 Governor Rudy 
Bediones, Director-in-Charge / Director-elect Bobby Joseph for the 
presentation of  the TOWER Centennial Award Trophies to the: 2019 
TOWER AWARDEES : Mr. BENIGNO ACACIO Manila Water Compa-
ny, Inc., Mr. ROBERTO DURAN, JR. Phil. Coastal Storage and Pipeline 
Corporation, Mr. ISAIAH JOHN DUYAG Nestle Philippines - Tanauan 
Factory,  Mr. GERALD TAGUIAM, SIA Engineering Philippines, Mr. 
JOHNNY TALABAN NOCECO, Mr. ALLAN UNABIA Wyeth Philippines, 
Inc., and Mr. JOHN ROBERT UY Moog Controls Corporation.

JOURNALISM AWARDS

The Journalism Awards revolutionized the image 
of the press in the eyes of the public whose undy-
ing vigilance became a continuing inspiration for 
many a journalist to make the tri-media a medium 
to discuss issues of national significance.  It has 
become a yardstick of prestige for any media outfit 
as they often mention this triumph in identifying 
themselves to the public in many a radio broad-
cast, television program or newspaper.
  TOURISM AWARDS

The objective of the Tourism Awards is 
to recognize outstanding personalities 
in the Tourism industry.

100 Years of Rotary: An Art Celebration

This is a fund-raising project of the club 
where paintings of well known artists will 
be displayed at the lobby of the Powerplant 
Mall, Rockwell, Makati City and the pro-
ceeds of the sale will go to our centennial 
fund.

ROTARY NATIONAL CENTENNIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
     This is a golf tournament spearheaded by our club in coordination with 
our daughter clubs in the various districts in the Philippines that will take 
charge of the leg in their respective areas.  Our club will spearhead that 
of District 3810 and will likewise take charge of the championship round 
during the centennial week to be held at the Sta. Elena Golf Club which will 
feature the winners of the different legs.

CENTENNIAL LAUNCH
This activity aims to announce the differ-
ent projects and activities for the Cen-
tennial of the Rotary Club of Manila and 
the Rotary movement in the Philippines 
and in Asia through a press conference 
launch where cocktails will be served 
and with Rotarians from different clubs 
and districts in attendance.
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PP Benny Laguesma, Chairman, The Outstanding Workers of the 
Republic (TOWER) Awards Committee delivers a backgrounder on 
the TOWER Centennial Awards before the awarding proper; ac-
knowledgement of partners; presentation of the composition of  the 
board of judges.

Centennial President Susing Pineda, District 3810 Governor Rudy 
Bediones, Director-in-Charge / Director-elect Bobby Joseph for the 
presentation of  the TOWER Centennial Award Trophies to the: 
2019 TOWER AWARDEES : Mr. BENIGNO ACACIO Manila Water 
Company, Inc., Mr. ROBERTO DURAN, JR. Phil. Coastal Storage 
and Pipeline Corporation, Mr. ISAIAH JOHN DUYAG Nestle Philip-
pines - Tanauan Factory,  Mr. GERALD TAGUIAM, SIA Engineering 
Philippines, Mr. JOHNNY TALABAN NOCECO, Mr. ALLAN UNABIA 
Wyeth Philippines, Inc., and Mr. JOHN ROBERT UY Moog Controls 
Corporation.

ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA 
CENTENNIAL CHORALE COMPETITION

This concept of BLA Amading Valdez targets the youth who will be called 
upon to serve in the next 100 years. The resulting musical composition 
from this competition may trigger a national consciousness for service 
and sacrifice for country and humanity. It will be the lasting legacy of our 
club. It is just appropriate albeit a necessity that this musical competition 
be the centerpiece of the culminating centennial celebration to be held on 
June 21, 2019. This competition will be open to all high school students in 
cooperation with DepEd and qualified out-of-school youth in cooperation 
with DILG.

A LEGACY OF ROTARY SERVICE

This activity aims to recognize Rotarians and clubs from all over the Phil-
ippines for their noteworthy projects. The highlight of the evening would 
be the induction of the District Governors-Elect and the Presidents-Elect 
by the Rotary International President-Elect.

CENTENNIAL GALA NIGHT

This is the culminating activity of the centennial of the Rotary Club of 
Manila and the Rotary movement in the Philippines and in Asia in an 
evening of nostalgia and congeniality uniting Rotarians from different 
parts of the archipelago which will be graced by the presence of Rotary 
International President-Elect Mark Maloney.



THE WEEK THAT WAS     4916  CENTENNIAL NEWS

Centennial Pres. Susing Pineda for his president’s time expresses grat-
itude to the TOWER Centennial Awards Sponsor, Petron Foundation, 
Inc.; and for the awards project administrator, the People Management 
Association of the Philippines. He also thanked the TOWER awards board 
of judges and this year’s TOWER Awardees.  Pres. Susing reported on 
getting sponsors for the Centennial Celebration milestone event, Toyota 
Motors for 1.8M, Security Bank and Trust Company for P500,000, Cocolife 
for P300,000, among others. 

TOWER Centennial Awards inspirational messages delivered by Ms. 
Maria Rosario Vergel de Dios, Vice President for Human Resources, 
Petron Foundation, Inc. followed by  Mr. Rene Gener, Executive Director, 
People Management Association of the Philippines.

The much coveted awards given to the most deserving clubs from 
the ten Rotary districts in the Philippines as their “Rotary Success 
Stories” take centerstage.

THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA CENTENNIAL 
AWARDS NATIONWIDE CONTEST FOR THE MOST 

OUTSTANDING SERVICE PROJECTS

SAVE MANILA BAY is a centennial project initiated by the Manila 
Yacht Club and the Rotary Club of Manila in support of the initiatives 
of DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu in collaboration with the DILG and 
DOT together with other government agencies through waste man-
agement, segregation and desiltation.
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Centennial Pres. Susing Pineda calls the 44th weekly meeting of the 
Rotary Club of Manila, being the TOWER Centennial Awards Pres-
entation,  to order. 

PP Benny Laguesma, Chair-
man, The Outstanding Work-
ers of the Republic (TOWER) 
Awards Committee, as Officer-
In-Charge/ Program Moderator, 
directs the program of activities.

IPP Jimmie Policarpio delivers 
an ecumenical prayer.

Treas. Nicky Villaseñor as 
lead reciter of the Four (4) Way 
Test, renews fellow Rotari-
ans’ commitment to the Rotary 
Movement.

Sec. Alvin Lacambacal intro-
duces the VIPs, Guests and 
personalities seated at the 
presidential table. 

For banker and socio-civic leader Jesus “Susing” M. Pineda, the first 100 
years of the by-invitation-only Rotary Club of Manila are about a journey of 
touching lives.

After all, Rotary’s motto has always been service to humanity.

“This makes the Rotary Club of Manila far from obsolete or irrelevant,” says 
the centennial president of the Rotary Club of Manila.  “We must keep moving 
forward to keep our balance if we are to continue to lead the way and for us 
to leave a legacy that will create sustainable change in the next 100 years as 
One Rotary,” declares the Tarlac native.

Rotary Club of Manila is 100

"It has been a journey of touching lives."

UPDATES ON THE CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

The contract signing between Toyota Motor Philippines and the Rotary 
Club of Manila took place last June 13, 2019 at the 31/F GT Tower In-
ternational, Ayala Ave., Salcedo Village, Makati City where Toyota Mo-
tor Philippines became a Rotary Club of Manila Centennial Celebra-
tion Partner. The Contract Signing was for the Php 1,000,000.00 and 
one (1) unit of Toyota Vios XE Sponsorship. Rotarians present were 
IAS/AT Jason Ong, VPE/PAT Hermie Esguerra, Mr. Jose Maria Atien-
za (Senior Vice President for Marketing, Toyota Motor Philippines), Mr. 
Satoru Suzuki (President, Toyota Motor Philippines), President Susing 
Pineda, PP Boy Guevara and IPP Jimmie Policarpio.
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“As technology becomes an integral part of our daily lives in an inter-
active environment, we must be reminded that these are merely tools 
for us to use in our service to humanity. With Rotary as a catalyst, we 
can create programs and projects that touch the heart, mind, and spirit 
of humanity.”

RCM, Pineda points out, established institutions which helped shaped 
the course of history: the Boy Scouts of the Philippines, Philippine Can-
cer Society, Philippine Band of Mercy, Gaches Village for the homeless, 
and many more humanitarian projects.

Pineda feels mighty proud that “many distinguished and outstanding 
leaders have led Asia’s First Rotary Club. Captains of industry and stal-
warts of their professions all have visions of a better life for people who 
have less in life. This has become their mantra, as they share their 
time, talent, and resources toward creating an environment for the mar-
ginalized in order to make a difference in their communities through Ro-
tary.” Among distinguished members: the late Carlos P. Romulo, Henry 
Sy Sr., Andrew Gotianun, Gil Puyat, Al Yuchengco, Charlie Palanca, 
Juan and Ramon Cojuangco, President Fidel V. Ramos, tycoons John 
Gokongwei Jr., Butch Campos, Paqui Ortigas, Abraham Pascual, Justo 
Ortiz, George Yang, and indeed many builders of business and movers 
in the professions.

Says Bangko Sentral Governor Benjamin Diokno, himself a Manila Ro-
tarian: “Not many organizations have the distinction of reaching the 
all-important ‘century’ milestone. That the RCM have lasted this long 
is a reflection not only of its long-standing commitment to its ideals 
and goals, but also of its dynamism, relevance, and influence to the 
community it serves.”

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte signed Presidential Proclamation No. 
413 declaring July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019 as the Year for the Cele-
bration of the Centennial Anniversary of the Rotary Club of Manila and 
the Rotary Movement in the Philippines and Asia.

“This proclamation will open new doors for Rotary Club of Manila. I look 
forward to the many new opportunities this will bring to our Club and 
the many Rotary Clubs in the Philippines—for support, partnerships 
and cooperative endeavors with government Institutions and local gov-
ernment units, and the ability to help as long as they are aligned with 
Rotary’s different noble advocacies for service to the Filipino people,” 
says Pineda.

Rotary’s motto, “Service Above Self—has endured for a reason—there 
will always be people who have less in life. The values that Rotari-
ans have exemplified as members in fellowship, global understanding, 
ethics, integrity, diversity, leadership, and service—will be essential to 
paving the way forward to the next century,” he says.

The Rotary Club of Manila was officially chartered on June 1, 1919. 
The first officers were: Leon J. Lambert, president, Alfonso Sycip, as 
vice president; E. E. Elser, secretary, Walter A. Beam, treasurer. The 
38 charter members included three Filipinos—Alfonso SyCip, a rice im-
porter; Gabriel Lao, a lawyer; and G. Nieva who was in warehousing. 
The alien members were mostly business leaders of the largest corpo-
rations of the day.
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Relates Rafael “Raffy” Garcia III, Rotary International director, 2018-
2020: “The Rotary Club of Manila has always held the reputation of 
being not only the first and the largest Rotary Club in the Philippines, 
but also the Club with the most distinguished Rotarians. Its member-
ship has always been the crème de la crème of Philippine society and 
industry, including many of the government officials who have crafted 
the direction of our democracy.  

RCM was home to MAT Caparas when he was elected as the first and 
only Filipino to become president of Rotary International in 1986-1987.
“It is awe-inspiring to look back that many great leaders of the club 
have contributed immensely to our communities,” gapes Rudy B. Be-
diones, district governor Rotary International District 3810, 2018-2019 
and RCM president in 2013-2014.

Bediones says RCM put up the Boy Scout movement, Community 
Chest Foundation, Philippine Band of Mercy, the Safety Organization 
of the Philippines, Philippine Cancer Society, Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals, Philippine Tourism Association, Welfareville, 
TOWER (The Outstanding Workers of the Republic) Awards Founda-
tion, RC Manila Foundation, RCM Medico-Surgical Missions Founda-
tion, Philippine Rotary Pacemaker Bank Foundation, Sagip-Kabataan 
(Save the Children) Foundation, RCM Eyebank Foundation.

RCM regularly sends medical and surgical missions to depressed ar-
eas, and sponsors programs in sight and hearing conservation, drug 
abuse prevention, health and hygiene education, nutrition, energy con-
servation, social justice, teacher development, public order and safety, 
peace and conflict resolution, and through the “Sagip-Kabataan Pro-
ject,” the rehabilitation of children at risk (street children) and juvenile 
offenders.

RCM provides financial assistance to indigent families who have chil-
dren with life-threatening congenital heart disease (Rotary’s Heart for 
Little Angels). The Club hopes to plant 100 million trees in the future.

Pineda says: “We have started our legacy projects with our Rotary 
Club of Manila Educational Assistance Program. The Adopt a Student 
Project with with our academic partners, Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng 
Maynila and the Polytechnic University of the Philippines, has been 
launched last  May 3, 2018.”

RCM wants to fund with P2,000 monthly stipend up 100 poor and mar-
ginalized students. Members provide the money.

RCM has Sari-Saring Aralan, an out-of-school-youth education project 
with partners, the Ayala Foundation, Grameen Australia Philippines, 
Rotaract, and the City of Manila.

“Education is the future of any generation, hence, the need to prepare 
our youth for tomorrow,” explains Pineda.

Virtual Reality Column of Rtn. Tony Lopez, Opinion Page, Manila 
Standard, June 14, 2019
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ANGELS IN RENDU

Latest Update:

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ANGELS IN RENDU ART 
EXHIBIT

President Susing Pineda and Rotary Ann Maritess Pineda arrive 
and sign the guestlist at the Art Pavillion of the LRI Design Plaza in 
Makati City last June 15, 2019.

Rtn. Willie Peliño, PDG 
Obet Pagdanganan, Ro-
tary Ann Maritess Pineda, 
President Susing Pineda 
and PD Phillip Ong in a 
light moment.

Manila Rotarians with Special Children Artists Angie de Ramos and 
Angelica Reyes of Hospicio de San Jose. In both photos are Rtn. 
Jing Lapus, Rtn. Willie Peliño, President Susing Pineda, DE/Treas-
urer Nicky Villaseñor, SDG/PP Frank Evaristo, PD Phillip Ong and 
PDG Obet Pagdanganan.
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ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA
CENTENNIAL DONATION AND CENTENNIAL SEED FUND 
As of June 20, 2019

Manila Rotarians with Special Children Artists Angie de Ramos and 
Angelica Reyes of Hospicio de San Jose. In both photos are Rtn. Jing 
Lapus, Rtn. Willie Peliño, President Susing Pineda, DE/Treasurer 
Nicky Villaseñor, SDG/PP Frank Evaristo, PD Phillip Ong and PDG 
Obet Pagdanganan.

IAS/AT Jason Ong, DE/Treasurer Nicky Villaseñor, SDG/PP Frank 
Evaristo, Rtn. Willie Peliño, ISDG/IS/DE/Dir. Albert Alday and DG 
Rudy Bediones
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PDG Vince Carlos and 
Lady Tina Carlos

DG Rudy Bediones hands a donation in 
behalf of Rotary International District 3810 to 
Sister Corrie Evidente for the exhibit as PD 
Phillip Ong, PDG Obet Pagdanganan and 
SDG/PP Frank Evaristo look on.

Manila Rotarians striking a pose with a painting of Rotary International 
President-Elect Mark Daniel Maloney. In photo are Rtn. Willie Peliño, 
DE/Treasurer Nicky Villaseñor, Rotary Ann Maritess Pineda, PD 
Phillip Ong, PDG Obet Pagdanganan and SDG/PP Frank Evaristo.

The ribbon-cutting to open the exhibit

ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA EDUCATIONAL ASSIS-
TANCE PROGRAM (REAP)

Latest Update:

President Susing Pineda conveys his earnest appeal for more 
benefactors for the project.

REAP Commitments as of June 20, 2019:
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Ms. Claudine Ong-Tiu, daughter of 
PD Phillip Ong, with husband, Ateneo 
basketball star Chris Tiu, as emcee

Chris Tiu delivering 
remarks

Sister Corrie Evidente 
of Hospicio de San Jose 
leads the invocation.

PD Phillip Ong delivering brief 
remarks.

Awarding of tokens and plaques of appreciation to those who 
lent their all out support in staging the exhibit.

CENTENNIAL COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS

Latest Update:

By virtue of Presidential Proclamation No. 413, signed by Pres-
ident Rodrigo Roa Duterte, “declaring 01 July 2018 to 30 June 
2019, as the “Year for the Celebration of the Centennial Anni-
versary of the Rotary Club of Manila and the Rotary Movement 
in the Philippines and in Asia, the Rotary Club of Manila, First 
in Asia, will celebrate this milestone achievement of 100 Years 
of Rotary Service to the Community, a once-in-a-lifetime occa-
sion, during its Centennial Rotary Year 2018-2019, its centen-
nial birth anniversary being this June 1, 2019.

One of the Centennial Projects of the Rotary Club of Manila is 
the issuance of a limited edition Centennial Commemorative 
Stamp in collaboration with the Philippine Postal Corporation. 
This is a once-in-a-lifetime memorabilia which is guaranteed to 
last generations such that it becomes collector’s item. 

Below is the Rotary Club of Manila Centennial Stamps Package 
(3 Sets) for your selection, reservation and payment. All pay-
ments shall be made through Ms. Devann Abayon, RCM Cen-
tennial Committee Project Coordinator, the proceeds of which 
shall go to the Club’s Centennial Funds:
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ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA STEERING COMMITTEE FINAL 
MEETING

Latest Update:

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA STEERING 
COMMITTEE FINAL MEETING
June 17, 2019, Meeting Room #10, Philippine International Conven-
tion Center, Pasay City

The Steering Committee at work on the final touches.

President Susing Pineda stresses a 
point.

VPE/PAT Hermie Esguerra 
delivering his remarks.

Sec.Gen. Romy Nones 
with a comment. DE/Treasurer Nicky Vil-

laseñor and Rtn. Willie 
Peliño in a huddle.

ROTARY’S HEART FOR LITTLE ANGELS

Latest Update:

Rotary’s Heart for Little Angels will be extending help to Deniel 
Azana, a 7month old, 4.5 kg. baby who underwent an emergen-
cy bPDA ligation after a failed transcatheter closure. Surgery was 
successfully performed this week at PGH. The father is a factory 
worker while the mother is a housewife. PDSAA Ferdie Co will 
be sending his donation

This is Trianne, she is 9 years old and she had her heart surgery last 
June 6, 2019.  Her bill reached Php 80,000 over the initial budget 
and because of this, her parents are in a financial crisis due. She has 
2 siblings. Her dad is a driver and her mom is a housewife taking 
care of her. The Rotary’s Heart for Little Angels Committee will cov-
er Php 40,000 which is half of the remaining bill to help this family. 
District 3810 will cover the remaining Php 40,000.00.
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IPP Jimmie Policarpio, PP Francis Juico and PP Benny Laguesma 
in a jolly mood while listening intently.

VPE/PAT Hermie Esguerra, PVP Fausto 
Preysler and DE/Dir. Caloy Reyes in a 
discussion.

PDG Vince Carlos 
making a suggestion.

Club Secretary Alvin 
Lacambacal gives his 
comments.

PE/Dir. Jackie Rodriguez and PP Ted-
dy Ocampo sharing a light moment.

PP Francis Juico, SDG/PP Frank Evaristo and PP Boy Guevara 
delivering their report.

RCM CENTENNIAL GALA
JUNE 22, 2019

GRAND BALLROOM, OKADA MANILA

      (Tentative Program as of May 29, 2019)
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Rtn. Hiroki Nakat-
suka making a sug-
gestion.

DE/BLA Amading Val-
dez clarifies a point.

DE/Dir. Caloy Rey-
es gives his two 
cents on the matter.

Rtn. Willie Peliño 
delivers a report.

PE/Dir. Jackie Rodriguez and PP Teddy Ocampo sharing 
a light moment.

AT Ner Lonzaga 
stresses a point.

DE/Treasurer Nicky Villaseñor giving instructions to Rotary Club of 
Manila Secretariat.

The Centennial Gala Night Celebration Committee held a 
General Meeting last June 17, 2019 at the Golden Meet-
ing Room of OKADA MANILA after the walk through at the 
Grand Ballroom.
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THE JUNE 2019 Issue of BizNewsAsia

TALKBACK WITH KARMINA CONSTANTINO, 
ABS-CBN NEWS CHANNEL (ANC),               

June 17, 2019

The Vios XE is projected to be effective and fuel efficient. Aside 
from that, the Vios XE has power steering, front and rear power 
windows, and power door locks. The XE is also fitted with the 
same safety features on all Vios variants: a 5-star ASEAN New 
Car Assessment Program (NCAP) rating, seven SRS airbags, 
Vehicle Stability Control, Hill Start Assist, and Anti-Lock Brake 
System.

For its infotainment package, the Vios XE, drivers come 
equipped with a seven-inch touchscreen display with CD/MP3, 
weblink for both iOS/Android, as well as Bluetooth, USB, and 
AUX connectivity.

Cash Price:  Php 685,000.00
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President Susing Pineda and PP Benny Laguesma pro-
moted the Rotary Club of Manila Centennial Celebration 
on the “Putting Service Above Self” episode of Talkback 
with Karmina Constantino, ANC, last June 17, 2019 at the 
ABS-CBN Studios in Quezon City.
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Rotary Club of Manila featured in the June 2019 issue 
of Philippine Rotary Magazine

ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA CENTENNIAL             
CHORALE COMPETITION

Latest Update:

The Lyrics of the Best Song Composition in the Chorale 
Competition

THIS IS OUR PLEDGE
(Himig Rotarian)

Lyrics by: Catherine Bancod
Music by: Fr. Ernest Raymund Simeon

Fountain of wisdom and love, source of inspiration.
Rotary Club you build you protect you bring

You strengthen those who are weak
You enlighten and give peace and understanding.

You strengthen those who are weak.
You give hope.

God bless you, Rotary Club Great
For you are God’s instrument of grace

You have taught us fight for our dreams 
and live in honesty and truth

This is our pledge to build a better world

Formed from the vision to serve, those who are in need
Rotary club you give hope to all by your overflowing kind-

ness!
Build lives of the lost, you empower and inspire!

 God bless you, Rotary club Great
For you are God’s instrument of grace

You have taught us fight for our dreams and 
live in honesty and truth

This is our pledge to build a better world

God bless you, Rotary club Great
For you are God’s instrument of grace

You have taught us fight for our dreams and 
live in honesty and truth

This is our pledge to build a better world……..
Build a better world……

This song will be sung by the five Grand Finalists during “A 
Legacy of Rotary Service” which takes place on June 21, 
2019.
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UPDATES ON THE CENTENNIAL PROJECTS

TOWER AWARDS

Latest Update:

The TOWER Awards took place last June 13, 2019 where na-
tion’s best blue collar workers were recognized. The awardees 
were featured in fellow Manila Rtn. Tony Lopez’s BizNews 
Program aired over PTV-4 last June 17, 2019. A second seg-
ment will be shown on June 24, 2019 on the same program and 
channel.

JOURNALISM AWARDS

Latest Update:

The Journalism Awards took place last June 6, 2019 where sev-
eral journalist luminaries were recognized.

A LEGACY OF ROTARY SERVICE

Latest Update:

LAMBERT FELLOWS

A Lambert Fellow is a person whose happiness grows from the 
soil of goodness, service, charity and generosity. To him one is 
happiest when he serves best.

This is an award given on the occasion of the Centennial cele-
bration of the Rotary Club of Manila on June 21, 2019, a singu-
lar club whose examples of good deeds were rooted 

in the noblest of human nature. It is the logic of nature that 
good seeds grow on fertile soil, that when they put out shoots 
with the blessings of sunshine, they could become the trees 
that give comfort with their shades, or fruit that sustains, or 
flowers that give scent or beauty to the senses. Such was the 
natural evolution of the Rotary Club of Manila, and in time, 
it became a nationwide and undisputed primary movement 
of service in the Philippines and in Asia.

All that metaphor said above, we owe it to Leon J. Lambert, 
the first and Charter President of the Rotary Club of Manila, 
who hosted the first Rotary luncheon in his Pasay City home 
on January 12, 1919 with Roger D. Pinneo as his guest. The 
latter had been commissioned by the Rotary Club of Seattle 
to assist in the organization of the first Rotary Club in the 
Far East. Among those in attendance were Messrs. E. E. El-
ser, James Geary, A.W. Beam.

We wish to continue this metaphor through the living reality 
practiced by these chosen Lambert Fellows on the occasion 
of the 100 years of the founding of the Rotary Club of Ma-
nila and the Rotary movement of the Philippines and Asia.

Let us meet the first batch of LAMBERT FELLOWS, as 
follows:

Rtn. CELSO E. ABASTILLAS
Rtn. GERONIMO P. BELLA, JR.
Rtn. JOHN EMYL C. EUGENIO

PP BIENVENIDO E. LAGUESMA
PD EDGAR L. LEE

PP TEODORO J. OCAMPO
PD ABRAHAM PASCUAL

President JESUS M. PINEDA, JR.
PVP FAUSTO R. PREYSLER, JR.

DE/BLA AMADO D. VALDEZ
PVP BENJAMIN E. DIOKNO
RID RAFAEL M. GARCIA, III

Rtn. ABDULGANI M. MACATOMAN
AT REINERIO C. LONZAGA & FEMY LONZAGA

PVP MANNY DY
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