
balitaOfficial Newsletter of 
Rotary Club of Manila

Issue No. 3790 May 16, 2019

What’s Inside

President’s Corner			   2-3
International Relations			   4
Club Administration			   5-11
Centennial News			   12-35
Economic and Community Development		  36-37
The Week that Was			   38-40
Fellowship				    41-43
Disease Prevention and Treatment		  44-47
Interclub Relations/ Cogs in the Wheel		  48-49
Public Health Nutrition and Child Care		  50
Attendance Report			   51
RCMFI and Sagip Kabataan Directors & Officers		  52-53	
RCM B.O.D. and Editorial Staff			   54
Program				    55-56

56    PROGRAM

16             
days

KABALITA

As the milestone celebration approaches its finest hour, let the fine 
gentlemen leaders of Asia’s First Rotary Club discuss the last minute 
preparations towards staging an affair to remember. Certainly, a cen-
tury entails a celebration worth a lifetime of memories.

12:40 PM	 Induction of a new member to RCManila
	 Brief introduction of Inductee 		  AT Jason Ong
	 Mr. Neil Raymund F. Paras (Filipino)
	 Chief Operating Officer
	 Imperial Nova Corporation
	 Classification : PAINTS – Paint Thinners
	 Welcome Baby Rotarian Song 	               RCM WF Music Chorale

12:45 PM	 President’s Time 		                Cent. Pres. Susing Pineda

	 Town Hall Meeting (Club Assembly) 

	 a. Presentation of Program for the Centennial 
	     Celebration of June 20, 21, 22
	 b. Public Forum					   
	
2:00 PM	 Response and  meeting 
	 adjournment		                Cent. Pres. Susing Pineda

ON THE CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
(Club Assembly)

Countdown to Centennial Celebration
http://www.rcmanila.org
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RCM’s 40th for Rotary Centennial Year 2018-2019
Thursday, May  16, 2019, 12N, New World Makati Hotel Ballroom

Officer-In-Charge/ Program Moderator : PP Francis Juico

                                          Town Hall (Club Assembly) Meeting

                                                 P R O G R A M  TIMETABLE 

  11:30 AM Registration & Cocktails  (WINES courtesy of 
	 Centennial Dir.  “Bobby” Joseph)

  12:27PM	Bell to be Rung:  
	 Members and Guests are 
	 requested to be seated  		

  12:29PM	Welcome remarks/Formal Turnover of the 
	 Program to the OIC/Moderator		  DE/BLA Amading Valdez
					     Chairman, Program Cmte.

  12:30 PM	Program Proper		    	 PP Francis Juico
			                     	 OIC/Moderator
        
	 Call to Order 			   Cent. Pres. Susing Pineda
                                                                         	 Presiding Officer
	 Singing of the Philippine 
	 National Anthem       			   RCM WF Music Chorale

	 Invocator				    DE/Dir. Bobby Joseph

	 RCM Hymn			   RCM WF Music Chorale

	 The Four (4) Way Test Credo		    
		
12:35 PM	 Maligayang Bati   (RCM Birthday Celebrants) 		
	
	 May  17………Centennial Pres. Susing Pineda, 
		        DE/Dir. Raffy Alunan, PD Bebot Pineda;
	 May  23………Rtn Rick Zalamea, Rtn Antonio Santos;
	 May  28………Rtn Michael Cutter;
	 May  30………Rtn John Gobenghuy

	 Happy Birthday Song 			  RCM WF Music Chorale

Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

Last week, we were treated to an exciting fore-
cast of the real estate market through the en-
lightening talk of Mr. David Leechiu, Co-Founder 

and Chief Executive Officer of Leechiu Property Consultants, Inc. His 
insights truly gave all of us a glimpse of what is out there in the market.

Our centennial celebration culminating activities are fast approaching. 
Hence, our Steering Committee held a meeting yesterday with officials 
of the Philippine International Convention Center (PICC) as well as some 
representatives from Primetrade Asia at the Banquet Hall 1 of the PICC 
in Pasay City where we discussed confirmation updates together with 
the budget and program for the Welcome Party which we aptly called 
“Salubong Fiesta” for June 20, 2019; the physical arrangements, invita-
tions, confirmations, responsibilities, rules and postings of Seargeant-at-
Arms, program, seat plan, the Centennial Chorale Competition as well 
as security and medical concerns for “A Legacy of Rotary Service” on 
June 21, 2019; the invitations, confirmations and program for the June 
22, 2019 Centennial Gala Night; the media and public relations for the 
events as well as the souvenir program. The meeting practically touched 
on the entire celebration and culminated with a signing of a contract with 
PICC for the staging of the Centennial Celebration event for June 21, 
2019.

Our activities begin with “Angels in Rendu” Art Exhibit which features 
the works of special children. This will be on June 15, 2019 from 3:00 
pm to 6:00 pm at the Art Pavillion of the LRI Design Plaza in Makati City. 
Please support this as the proceeds of the sale will go to the Hospicio de 
San Jose Cerebral Palsy Center. Cocktails will be served.

In the same manner, let us join our fellow Rotarians from our sister clubs, 
daughter clubs and all others who will be present at the Luna, Amorsolo 
and Hidalgo Rooms of the World Trade Center in Pasay City on June 20, 
2019 from 4:30 pm to 7:30 pm for our “Salubong Fiesta” while donning 
our Filipiniana Casual attires with no less that Rotary International Presi-
dent-Elect Mark Maloney as our Guest of Honor. This promises to be an 
exciting evening of fellowship and camaraderie.

The following day, let us all participate in a whole day event, “A Legacy 
of Rotary Service” where a mass induction by Rotary International Pres-
ident-Elect Mark Maloney awaits all District Governors-Elect and Pres-
idents-Elect, a Centennial Chorale Competition with the grand finalists 
singing the best composition, a rare Rotary Forum with the RI President, 
and an evening with President Rodrigo Roa Duterte amid entertainment 
from Lara Maigue, the Ryan Cayabyab singers and music from Marcy 
David and his band. This is simply Rotary at its finest hour.
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The last of the three day affair which occurs on June 22, 2019 prom-
ises to be a celebration for the ages with many top entertainers 
gracing an evening to culminate our centennial. Towards this end, 
the Centennial Gala Night Committee led by Chair VPE/PAT Hermie 
Esguerra held a consultative meeting last week with some of the Past 
Presidents of our club to get some inputs for the event. The number 
of donors to the Centennial Gala Night continues to rise as more 
and more of you realize the importance of celebrating the gains of a 
hundred years which is a good sign for our celebration.

Our Centennial Commemorative Stamps continue to be on sale. 
Hence, I urge each one of you to purchase issues of these stamps 
as they serve as a once in a lifetime memorabilia, a memento you 
can show to the next generation of how proud you are as a Manila 
Rotarian.

The Rotary Club of Manila Educational Assistance Program contin-
ues to attract more and more benefactors. On this note, I wish to 
convey my earnest appeal for more benefactors for us to make more 
dreams of better lives come true for these academically endowed, 
but, financially challenged graduating students of PLM and PUP.

With all of these happening, it is, but, appropriate that, today, we ap-
prise you of the latest regarding our upcoming centennial celebration 
in detail through a Townhall Meeting so that you could be given the 
opportunity to participate and give your inputs.

No doubt, all these are colossal undertakings which need the best of 
efforts in furtherance of Service Above Self. Indeed, great things in 
Rotary are never done by a single individual, but, by a team of Rotar-
ians, moving together towards a common goal. Under ONE CENTU-
RY, towards ONE MISSION and in furtherance of ONE ROTARY, the 
best is yet to come. Let us all BE THE INSPIRATION as we embrace 
Rotary in our daily lives as we make these final preparations for the 
centennial be worth a legacy for the next one hundred years.
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RC Manila Foundation 
Board of Trustees RY 2019-2020

RCM President Jesus M. Pineda, Jr.

RCM Immediate Past Pres. Jose C. Policarpio, Jr.

RCM PE/Dir Joaquin C. Rodriguez

RCM VPE Herminio S. Esguerra

RCM Director Issam Eldebs (President)

RCM Director Robert L. Joseph,  Jr.

RCM Past President Teodoro J. Ocampo

RCM PVP F. Francisco Zaldarriaga

RCM Sec. Alvin D. Lacambacal

RCM Treas. Nicanor S. Villasenor, III

RCM Asst. Treas, Reinerio C. Lonzaga

RCM Past Director Robert M. Sears (chairman)

RCM Past Director Phillip L. Ong

RCM Incoming Treas. Zdenek Jankovsky

RCM Past Treasurer Hector O. Tagaysay

Board of Trustees RY 2018-2019

Pres Susing Pineda​
Dir Bobby Joseph

IPP Jimmie Policarpio​
PE/dir Jackie Rodriguez

VP Lance Masters​
Sec. Alvin Lacambacal

Dir Raffy Alunan​
Treas. Nicky Villasenor

Dir Albert Alday
 ​PD Rob Sears (Chairman)

Dir Issam Eldebs​ (President)
PD Abe Pascual
Dir Caloy Reyes​
PD Beda Fajardo

​PT Chito Tagaysay

Officers:

Alvin Lacambacal

Secretary

Nicky Villaseñor

Treasurer

Albert Alday

Assistant Secretary

Zdenek Jankovsky

Assistant Treasurer

Officers:

Alvin Lacambacal
Secretary

Nicky Villasenor 
Treasurer

Ner Lonzaga
Assistant Treasurer

Rene Policarpio
Assistant Secretary
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SAGIP KABATAAN FOUNDATION 
Board of Trustees 2019-2020

PP Teddy Ocampo 
Chairman

PD Philip Ong
President

Gov. Rudy Bediones 
VPE Hermie Esguerra 

PP Ebot Tan
PP Benny Laguesma 

PD Abe Pascual
PD Nick Locsin 

PD Bebot Pineda 
PT Chito Tagaysay  
Dir. Bobby Joseph
AT Ner Lonzaga 

Trustees

ISDG/IS/DE/Dir. Albert Alday
Secretary

PT Chito Tagaysay
Treasurer

PD Beda Fajardo
Asst. Secretary

PD Nick Locsin 
Asst. Treasurer
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ON ROTARY LEADERSHIP 
By:  PDG Alex Cureg

THE SILVER CROWN
(PART II)

“Perhaps when they see me,” he said, “they will run to meet me, 
and will crown me with a golden crown, and lead me to their pal-
ace and throne me there as king!”

	 But the folk were all busy with their tasks or their sport, 
and none heeded him, or left their businesses for him; and still he 
must fare forward alone.

	 Also, he came upon many travelers like himself, some 
coming toward him, others passing him by.  On these, too, he 
looked earnestly, and would stop now one, now another, and ques-
tion him.

	 “Do you know,” he asked, “of any kingdom in these parts 
where the crown is ready and the folk wait for a king?”

	 Then one would laugh, and another weep, and another 
jeer, but all alike shook their heads.

	 “I am seeking crown and kingdom for myself,” cried 
one. “Is it likely that I can be finding one for you, too?”

	 Another said: “You seek in vain.  There are no crowns, 
only fools’ caps with asses’ ears and bells that jingle in them.”

	 But others who had been longest on the way only looked 
at him, some sadly, some kindly, and made no answer.  And still 
he fared onward.  

	 Now and then he stopped to help some poor soul who 
had fallen into trouble, and when he did that, the way lightened 
before him, and he felt the heart light within him.  But at other 
times the hurry was strong on him, so that he would turn away his 
face, and shut his ears to the cries that rang in them; and when he 
did that, the way darkened, and oftentimes he stumbled himself, 
and fell into pits and quagmires, and must cry for help, sometimes 
on those to whom he had refused it.



6     CLUB ADMINISTRATION ATTENDANCE REPORT    51

	 By and by he forgot about the crown and the kingdom; 
or if he thought of them, it was but as a far-off dream of dim 
gold, such as one sees at morning when the sun breaks through 
the mist.  But still he knew that the way was long and the time 
short, and still he rode and ran his best.

	 At last he was no longer a child, but an old and weary 
man.  Just when his feet could carry him no farther, he looked 
up and saw that the way came to an end before him, and there 
was a gate and one in white sitting by it who beckoned to him.  
Trembling, yet glad, the old man drew near, and knew the Angel 
who had spoken to him at the beginning.

	 “Welcome!” said the Angel.  “You come in good time.”  
“I came as fast as I could,” said the man, “but many things hin-
dered me, and now I am weary, and can go no farther.”

	 “But what did you find on the way?” asked the Angel.

	 “Oh! I found joy and sorrow,” said the man, “a good 
measure of both, but never a crown, such as you promised me, 
and never a kingdom.”

	 “But look,” said the Angel.  “You are wearing your 
crown.  It is of the purest silver and shines like white frost.  And 
as for your kingdom, the name of it is Heaven and here is the 
entrance to it.”

[END]

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Board of Directors for RY 2018-2019 held a Special Board Meet-
ing last May 9, 2019 at the Gallery 1 of the New World Makati Hotel in 
Makati City to decide on who to vote for as District Governor.

MAKE UP:				  
WF FELLOWSHIP				  
	 Reyes, Babes		  Adamos, Eloy 	
	 Fajardo. Beda		  Ong, Jason			 
	 Laguesma. Benny 		  Ubaldo, Cesar		
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FOODS THAT CAN BOOST AND PRE-
SERVE BRAINPOWER 

Elias D. Adamos, M.D.

       Aside from financial stability in retirement 
age, maintaining a good brain function by keep-
ing up and preserving recall and protecting 
brain-based skills, is essential for a full, reward-

ing, and independent living.  Although there is no magic pill to 
prevent dementia and other age-related decline in brain function 
and there is no specific food that can ensure a sharp brain as you 
age, nutritionists came up with a list of certain foods that are linked 
to preservation and maintenance of brainpower.  The healthy die-
tary pattern includes a lot of fruits, vegetables, legumes, and whole 
grains.  They also promote the use of plant and fish protein and 
healthy fats, such as olive oil and canola.  
       These list of foods below are rich in omega-3 fatty acids, B 
vitamins, and antioxidants.  Incorporating these healthy foods in 
a healthy diet on a regular basis can improve brain health that can 
transform into a better mental function.  

Foods for better brainpower (Harvard Medical School 2019)
1. Green, leafy vegetables. Leafy greens such as spinach and broc-
coli are rich in brain-healthy nutrients like vitamin K, lutein, folate, 
and beta carotene. Research suggests these plant-based foods may 
help slow cognitive decline.
2. Fatty fish. Fatty fish are abundant sources of omega-3 fatty acids, 
healthy unsaturated fats that have been linked to lower blood levels 
of beta-amyloid—the protein that forms damaging clumps in the 
brains of people with Alzheimer's disease. Try to eat fish at least 
twice a week, but choose varieties that are low in mercury, such as 
salmon and canned light tuna. If you're not a fan of fish, ask your 
doctor about taking an omega-3 supplement, or choose terrestrial 
omega-3 sources such as flaxseeds, avocados, and walnuts.
3. Berries.  Flavonoids, the natural plant pigments that give berries 
their brilliant hues, also help improve memory, research shows.  
In a 2012 study published in Annals of Neurology, researchers at 
Harvard's Brigham and Women's Hospital found that women who 
consumed two or more servings of strawberries and blueberries 
each week delayed memory decline by up to two-and-a-half years.
4. Tea and coffee. The caffeine in your morning cup of coffee or tea 
might offer more than just a short-term concentration boost.  In 
a 2014 study published in The Journal of Nutrition, participants 
with higher caffeine consumption scored better on tests of mental 
function.  Caffeine might also help solidify new memories, accord-
ing to other research.  Investigators at Johns Hopkins University 
asked participants to study a series of images and then take either 
a placebo or a 200-milligram caffeine tablet.  More members of the 
caffeine group were able to correctly identify the images on the fol-
lowing day.
5. Walnuts. Nuts are excellent sources of protein and healthy fats, 
and one type of nut in particular might also improve memory. A 
2015 study from UCLA linked higher walnut consumption to im-
proved cognitive test scores. Walnuts also help lower blood pres-
sure.  Walnuts are thus good for both the heart and brain.
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COGS IN THE WHEEL
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Deadline for registration is June 15, 2019.

Centennial Pres. Susing Pineda presents the club bannerettes to first-
time Visiting Rotarians who were guests of  DG Rudy Bediones :  Dist. 
Gov. Nam Sang Woo, RI D-3661 and  PDG Iven Mackay, RI D-9800 (DG 
2010-2011).
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With Aklan Governor Joven 
Miraflores and Ibajay Medical 
Center Staff

Rotary Eye Center Eye Team

PTERYGIUM Surgery Operat-
ing room

Pterygium Surgery, 
SQUINT SURGERY. 
RCM EYE CENTER 
EYE TEAM
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BEFORE                                      AFTER

MISSION CENSUS

RCM Eye Center Project “Ituwid ang Duling na 
Mata para Maayos ang Pagtingin”

Out-patient Clinic
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This project aims to 
provide shelter for 
street families from the 
City of Manila within 
the hospice site lo-
cated in Norzagaray, 
Bulacan and to equip 
parents from these 
families with the liveli-
hood skills training to 
be conducted within 
the hospice site to ad-
equately prepare them 
for independent living. 

Presidential Proclamation No. 413 
is a proclamation signed by Presi-
dent Rodrigo Roa Duterte “declaring 
01 July 2018 to 30 June 2019 as 
the ‘Year for the Celebration of the 
Centennial Anniversary of the Ro-
tary Club of Manila and the Rotary 
Movement in the Philippines and in 
Asia”.   This was obtained through 
the help of IPP Jimmie Policarpio 
and his Board of Directors and Ex-
ecutive Officers.

Monty Python’s SPAMALOT 
is a Rotary Club of Ma-
nila-sponsored    musical 
comedy adapted from the 
1975 film Monty Python 
and the Holy Grail. Like the 
motion picture, it is a highly 
irreverent parody of the Ar-
thurian legend, but it differs 
from the film in many ways.  
This show is a fund-raising 
endeavor of the club.

Rotary Club of Manila Centennial Watch 
is a limited edition watch (100 pieces) 
made by Ibarra bearing the new logo of 
the Rotary Club of Manila which will be 
sold as part of a fund-raising endeavor.

HOSPICIO DE SAN JO-
SE-NORZAGARAY PROJECT

CENTENNIAL PROJECTS

Cataract, Pterygium & Squint Surgery and Eye Mission Team.

Dr. Jack Bautista performing Squint Surgery. Patients screening 
done in all six towns in Marinduque.

Patient after squint surgery. Post operative follow up of cataract 
surgeries.
STRABISMUS SURGERY
BEFORE                                                                      AFTER
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Philippine Booth of the 
Rotary Club of Manila at 
the Rotary International 
Convention in Toronto, 
Canada was an initiative 
in cooperation with the 
Department of Tourism 
and Philippine Airlines to 
promote the centennial of 
the Rotary Club of Manila 
and the Rotary movement 
in the Philippines and 
in Asia.   The booth was 
designed by Rotaractors 
from the Rotaract Club of 
Manila, one of our spon-
sored clubs.

SARI-SARING ARALAN: 3K para sa 3K (Ka-
bataan, Kababaihan, Kalalakihan para sa 
Karunungan, Kaugalian, Kagitingan) is based 
on the concept of the iconic Filipino sari-sari 
store, a well-known place in the community, 
that can be a venue for learning. It is based 
on the premise that learning does not and 
should not only take place inside schools and 
colleges, but in communities, workplaces, and 
families, as well. Sari-Saring Aralan aims to 
become a Learning Hub for OSY to help in in-
creasing their capacity, sociability, change of 
values, and mind set in life.

The Rotary Club of Manila Educational Assistance Pro-
gram (REAP)
(aka Adopt-a-Student program) is an initiative to support graduating stu-
dents from the Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila and the Polytechnic 
University of the Philippines by providing financial aid for their everyday 
expenses. In line with celebrating 100 years of service, the initial goal is to 
provide support to 100 graduating students who will be needing financial 
support the most but at the same time providing better opportunities to 
improve their current state.

Sight Saving Committee Eye Mission
Boac Provincial Hospital, Marinduque

February 11-16, 2019

PARTICIPANTS
Rotary Club of Manila Eye Center

Marinduque International Inc.
Office of the Governor, Province of Marinduque

Local Government, Province of Marinduque
Boac Provincial Hospital, Marinduque
Eye Center, Boac Provincial Hospital

Dr. Raymond Sulit
Ms. Agnes Apeles
UST Eye Institute

Ephpheta, Inc

EYE TEAM
Rtn. Dr. Jack Bautista
Dr. Paulito Demapelis

Dr. Carlo Nasol
Dr. Krystine Colette Jamora

Dr. Carlo Miguel Galang
Dr. John Michael Mendoza

Dr. Minerva Repollo

EPHPHETA TEAM
Ma. Gracia Carias

Crisanto Belo
Anden Diomedes

Marinduque medical mission February 11-16, 2019, organizer 
under the Provincial Governor 

Patient eye screening
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Rotary’s Heart for Little 
Angels is an initiative to 
provide financial assis-
tance to young children 
with congenital heart 
defects for purposes of 
their operation.

One Rotary One Philippines One for Marawi is an initiative 
that aims to provide medical, psychological and palliative care to wound-
ed soldiers who have fought for the liberation of Marawi from the shackles 
of terrorism as well as civilians who have been displaced as a result of 
the armed conflict.

Centennial Commemorative Stamp is an initiative to commemorate the 
100 years of the Rotary Club of Manila and the Rotary movement in the 
Philippines and in Asia through the issuance of limited edition stamps.

Seeds of Change by Rotary Club of Manila is an initiative to plant 
100,000 gmelina and seedlings in commemoration of the 100 years of 
the Rotary Club of Manila and the Rotary movement in the Philippines 
and in Asia.

The World Famous Music Chorale savoring the sumptu-
ous dinner

DE/Dir. Caloy Reyes, PP Benny 
Laguesma and AT Jason Ong show 
off their singing prowess.

PD Beda Fajardo and PP 
Francis Juico in a duet

Rtn. Thad Liamzon, PSAA Eloy 
Adamos and PD Oscar del Rosario 
singing in unison

PP Teddy Ocampo sings to his 
heart’s delight.

PD Beda Fajardo, Rtn. Thad Liamzon, Rtn. Warren So and 
PD Oscar del Rosario sing together.
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Centennial Hymn is an ini-
tiative towards composing 
a song that will embody the 
100 years of the Rotary Club 
of Manila.

Rotary Club of Manila 
Coffee Table Book is an 
initiative to set forth the 
strides of Asia’s First Ro-
tary Club and the Rotary 
movement in the Philip-
pines and in Asia in its 
100 years of existence.

The Search for The Outstanding Workers of the 
Republic (TOWER) Awards was founded in 1975 
by the Rotary Club of Manila as an annual search 
for outstanding “blue collar” workers of the coun-
try. Subsequently, it included in its coverage “white 
collar” (non-supervisory) workers. It aims to recog-
nize the contributions to economic development of 
the legions of skilled workers who constitute the 
backbone of our country’s manpower capacity. 
The awards program transcended the confines of 
a Club’s concern because of its nationwide reach 
and significance in uplifting the Filipino workers’ 
morale and social status leading to greater prestige 
at the workplace – to the entrepreneur / employer 
and the colleagues, to the family and the commu-
nity while enhancing individual career opportunities 
and promoting industrial peace.

Rotary Activities with the 
Boy Scouts of the Phil-
ippines is an initiative to 
showcase the Boy Scouts 
of the Philippines, a crea-
tion of the Rotary Club of 
Manila, as they take part 
in centennial activities of 
our club.

The World Famous Music Chorale members exchanging pleasantries. 
In the above photos are PP Benny Laguesma, PT Jim Chua, PD Beda 
Fajardo, PP Cesar Ubaldo, PP Babes Reyes, DG Rudy Bediones, PP 
Francis Juico, PD Oscar del Rosario, Rtn. Thad Liamzon and DE/Dir. 
Caloy Reyes.

The World Famous Music Chorale savoring the sumptu-
ous dinner
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JOURNALISM AWARDS

The Journalism Awards revolutionized the image 
of the press in the eyes of the public whose undy-
ing vigilance became a continuing inspiration for 
many a journalist to make the tri-media a medium 
to discuss issues of national significance.  It has 
become a yardstick of prestige for any media outfit 
as they often mention this triumph in identifying 
themselves to the public in many a radio broad-
cast, television program or newspaper.
  TOURISM AWARDS

The objective of the Tourism Awards is 
to recognize outstanding personalities 
in the Tourism industry.

100 Years of Rotary: An Art Celebration

This is a fund-raising project of the club 
where paintings of well known artists will 
be displayed at the lobby of the Powerplant 
Mall, Rockwell, Makati City and the pro-
ceeds of the sale will go to our centennial 
fund.

ROTARY NATIONAL CENTENNIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
     This is a golf tournament spearheaded by our club in coordination with 
our daughter clubs in the various districts in the Philippines that will take 
charge of the leg in their respective areas.  Our club will spearhead that 
of District 3810 and will likewise take charge of the championship round 
during the centennial week to be held at the Sta. Elena Golf Club which will 
feature the winners of the different legs.

CENTENNIAL LAUNCH
This activity aims to announce the differ-
ent projects and activities for the Cen-
tennial of the Rotary Club of Manila and 
the Rotary movement in the Philippines 
and in Asia through a press conference 
launch where cocktails will be served 
and with Rotarians from different clubs 
and districts in attendance.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WORLD FAMOUS MUSIC 
CHORALE FELLOWSHIP AND CHOIR PRACTICE AT 
THE CENTRAL COLLEGES OF THE PHILIPPINES

The World Famous Music Chorale held a Fellowship and Choir Prac-
tice last May 9, 2019 at the Auditorium of the Central Colleges of the 
Philippines in Quezon City. In photo are: PD Beda Fajardo, PD Nick 
Locsin, Rtn. Thad Liamzon, PP Francis Juico, PP Benny Laguesma, 
PP Boy Ampil, PT Jim Chua, PD Oscar del Rosario, PP Cesar Ubal-
do, PP Babes Reyes, PP Teddy Ocampo and DG Rudy Bediones.

The World Famous Music Chorale in action during the choir practice. 
In the above photos are PD Beda Fajardo, PP Cesar Ubaldo, PD Nick 
Locsin, PP Benny Laguesma, Rtn. Thad Liamzon, PT Jim Chua and AT 
Jason Ong.
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ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA 
CENTENNIAL CHORALE COMPETITION

This concept of BLA Amading Valdez targets the youth who will be called 
upon to serve in the next 100 years. The resulting musical composition 
from this competition may trigger a national consciousness for service 
and sacrifice for country and humanity. It will be the lasting legacy of our 
club. It is just appropriate albeit a necessity that this musical competition 
be the centerpiece of the culminating centennial celebration to be held on 
June 21, 2019. This competition will be open to all high school students in 
cooperation with DepEd and qualified out-of-school youth in cooperation 
with DILG.

A LEGACY OF ROTARY SERVICE

This activity aims to recognize Rotarians and clubs from all over the Phil-
ippines for their noteworthy projects. The highlight of the evening would 
be the induction of the District Governors-Elect and the Presidents-Elect 
by the Rotary International President-Elect.

CENTENNIAL GALA NIGHT

This is the culminating activity of the centennial of the Rotary Club of 
Manila and the Rotary movement in the Philippines and in Asia in an 
evening of nostalgia and congeniality uniting Rotarians from different 
parts of the archipelago which will be graced by the presence of Rotary 
International President-Elect Mark Maloney.

A public forum immediately followed with RCMers’ Rtn. Manny Blan-
co and BLA Amading Valdez actively participating and interacting 
with the guest speaker.

Centennial Pres. Susing Pineda for his response, presentation of 
the centennial plate to Mr. David T. Leechiu as a token of apprecia-
tion and meeting adjournment.
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The much coveted awards given to the most deserving clubs from 
the ten Rotary districts in the Philippines as their “Rotary Success 
Stories” take centerstage.

THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA CENTENNIAL 
AWARDS NATIONWIDE CONTEST FOR THE MOST 

OUTSTANDING SERVICE PROJECTS)

SAVE MANILA BAY is a centennial project initiated by the Manila 
Yacht Club and the Rotary Club of Manila in support of the initiatives 
of DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu in collaboration with the DILG and 
DOT together with other government agencies through waste man-
agement, segregation and desiltation.

Centennial Pres. Susing Pineda during his president’s time reported on 
the preparation of the program for the Centennial Celebration on June 
20, 21, and 22, 2019, with VPE/PAT “Hermie” Esguerra to submit the 
Centennial Gala Night Program for June 22.  Centennial Pres. Susing 
Pineda  also reminded RCMers’ who have yet to settle their Centennial 
celebration assessment accounts with the club secretariat.  

Rtn Manny Blanco does the hon-
or, pleasure and privilege of in-
troducing  Mr. David T. Leechiu, 
Co-founder and Chief Executive 
Officer, Leechiu Property Consult-
ants, Inc. (LPC), as guest speaker.

Mr. David T. Leechiu presented before Manila Rotarians and Guests his 
forecast on the real estate industry sector of our country.
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Centennial Pres. Susing Pineda 
calls the 39th weekly meeting of the 
Rotary Club of Manila, to order. 

PD Oscar del Rosario as Of-
ficer-In-Charge/ Program Mod-
erator, directs the program of 
activities.

STAR Rtn Nando Camus deliv-
ers an ecumenical prayer.

Rtn Ray Davis as lead reciter of 
the Four (4) Way Test, renews 
fellow Rotarians’ commitment 
to the Rotary Movement.

PP Francis Juico, Chairman, Rotary Club of Manila Centennial Cel-
ebration Invitation Committee, presented updates on the invitation 
to Rotary Clubs in the Philippines, RCM daughter and sister Rotary 
Clubs, and solicited volunteers among fellow RCMers’ who shall initi-
ate/take the lead in extending an invitation to various Rotary Clubs on 
a national level. 

UPDATES ON THE CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

Latest Update:
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The provisions must be liberal enough to attract foreigners to come 
in. When Deng Xiao Ping in 1978 opened China to foreign invest-
ments, he opened his country to foreign investors without fear, even 
allowing ownership of properties, but with some limits. He reasoned 
out that foreigners cannot bring to their countries the properties they 
own or lease in China. When the term of lease expires the investor 
will leave behind well developed properties to the advantage of Chi-
na. Not only the investments created jobs and boosted consump-
tions, it also created foreign exchange from the products manufac-
tured and exported by these companies where the foreign capital 
went to. (As of 2018, China’s foreign exchange reserve stands at 
3 trillion dollars vs US’s at about 150 billion dollars, though the for-
mer’s gold reserve is only 22% of the latter. Both countries have 
the most number of billionaires, with US’s at 705 and China’s at 
285).  In order to attract more foreign investments, the country does 
not just liberalize property ownership, but it has to create an image 
that it’s a safe and promising investment haven. Stable policies and 
rules of investments that do not change every time  there is change 
in the political leaderships shall be guaranteed the foreign inves-
tors. Dubai, a financial and air traffic hub, is an amazing example. 
It has no natural fresh water, few oil deposits, arid and hot weather. 
But its economy is very progressive and dynamic . Though they re-
quire foreign investors to partner with locals (that’s the rule outside 
free zones), yet, companies choose to stay and then, thrive there 
(there are now outlets of Jollibee and Pancake House there). This 
is because their investments are secured as policies are stable. 
The Philippines with its human and natural resources offer a lot 
of economic potentials. If we can only manage  effectively China’s 
investments, this will surely start the golden age of the Philippine 
economy.  There’s no doubt we, Filipinos can. So why be afraid of 
China? 



CENTENNIAL NEWS   2136  ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

SEEDS OF CHANGE

by Rtn. Celso E. Abastillas, CPA, MBA, MBE
    Chairman/CEO, Tawi Group of Companies

Why Be Afraid of China: Many are scared of the influx to the country of 
Chinese,  their investments and warm bodies.  They are afraid that later 
on we might be strangers in our own country. While this fear could be 
valid, I think this matter should be addressed and managed properly. 
There is no denying that the records of China’s investments in  other 
countries-Sri Lanka, Maldives and African countries such as Nigeria, 
Kenya, Angola and Ethiopia, etc. seem not savory. But our  country really 
needs  foreign investments which only China can readily provide. The 
western countries, America included,  for many decades have not done 
enough to provide investments that can provide jobs and prosperity to 
the Filipino people. I am not a big fan of China, much less a beneficiary 
of its presence here, but come to think of it, this is a huge opportunity for 
the country to let go of. It could be boon or bane, but, if managed prop-
erly it could be boon. It is a common knowledge that the country offers 
a lot of opportunities to investors:  its big population as consumers and 
workers, inadequate infrastructures such as  roads, bridges, airports, 
rail ways, housing, etc., which are now the center piece projects of the 
present administration. It is, indeed, a promising economy. All it needs is 
an upfront money to pump prime it.  Once it’s up and running and  has 
attained a critical mass  or a level of economic activities enough to create 
a bandwagon of investors  then many other fence sitting countries will 
follow suit and ride that bandwagon. And of course, we have to create an 
atmosphere that there’s money  to be made in the Philippines to attract 
them. Back to China who can provide the pump prime money. To put this 
into perspective, you need a good volume of water to start the artesian 
well to start spewing water. That’s how the term pump prime came about. 
Same with the economy. There is no denying we need the money from 
China, at this time when other countries are playing safe (sigurista) when 
it comes to investing in the Philippines. My take is set the rules on invest-
ments, amend the provisions in the Constitution on foreign investments. 

The Steering Committee for the Centennial Celebration held a meeting 
last May 15, 2019 at the Banquet Hall 1 of the Philippine International 
Convention Center (PICC) in Pasay City. Present were President Sus-
ing Pineda, DE/BLA Amading Valdez, SDG/PP Frank Evaristo, Sec.
Gen. Romy Nones, PD Oscar Del Rosario, Chief SAA SDG Philip Lee, 
Ms. Irene Lloren, Ms. Tinette Capistrano, Mr. Ching Salazar, Ms. Janelle 
Guinto and Ms. Melanie Desor. Discussion revolved on the topics below:

1. June 20 Welcome Party/ Salubong Fiesta
   - Update on Confirmations
   - Budget
   - Program
2. June 21 Centennial Day Celebration
   - Physical Arrangements
   - Invitations / Confirmations
   - Sergeant-at-Arms Postings, Responsibilities and Rules to 
be Implemented (c/o SDG Philip Lee, Chief SAA)
   - Program
   - Seat Plan
   - Chorale Competition
   - Security and Medical Concerns
3. June 22 Centennial Gala Night
   - Invitations/ Confirmations
   - Program
4. Media/ PR
5. Souvenir Program
6. Other relevant matters
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On-Going Projects:

1. Hospicio de San Jose ; Chairman: Rtn Phillip Ong
2. One Rotary, One Philippines, One for Marawi ; Chairman: Dir Raffy 
Alunan
3. RCM Hearts for Little Angels ; Chairman: Rtn Zdenek Jankovsky 
4. Sight Conservation ; Chairman: Rtn Jack Bautista
Awards:

1. TOWER Awards; Chairman: PP Benny Laguesma
2. Journalism Awards; Chairman: IPP Jimmie Policarpio
3. Tourism Awards; Chairman: Dir Bobby Joseph
Centennial Year Projects:

1. Commemorative Stamp; Chairman: PP Frank Evaristo
2. Coffee Table Book (LOGISTICS) ; Chairman: PDG Vince Carlos
3. Coffee Table Book (EDITORIAL BOARD) ; Chairman: PP Boy 
Ampil
4. Tree Planting ; Chairman: TBA 
5. Sari-Saring Aralan; Chairman: President Susing Pineda
6. Rotary Educational Assistance Program (REAP) ; Chairman: SecGen 
Romy Nones
7. Rotary Centennial Golf Tournament; Chairman: TBA 
8. Boy Scouts of the Philippines ; Chairman: PDG Obet Pagdanganan
9. Elsie Gaches Village
10. Community Chest of the Philippines
11. Philippine Cancer Society
12. Baseco Project 
13. Rotary Club of Manila Centennial Choral Competition; Chairmen: 
PP Teddy Ocampo and BLA Amading Valdez 
14. Save Manila Bay; Chairman: DE/Dir. Bobby Joseph 

Other Projects:

1. Centennial Week 
2. Centennial Launch; Chairman: IPP Jimmie Policarpio
3. A Legacy Project of Rotary Service (June 21, 2019) ; Chairman: DE/
BLA Amading Valdez
4. Centennial Gala Night (June 22, 2019) ; Chairman: VPE/PAT Hermie 
Esguerra  
5. Centennial Awards Committee; Chairman: 
PDG Alex Cureg 

Other Committees:

1. Invitations Committee ; Chairman: PP Francis Juico
2. Protocol Committee; Chairman: PDG Alex Cureg 
3. Ways & Means Committee ; Chairman: PP Boy Guevara
4. Recognition & Awards Committee ; Chairmen: PP Boy Guevara, PP 
Boy Ampil & Rtn Romy Nones

Signed by:
__________________________

Centennial Projects

Please put a “check”               mark over your preferred Centennial 
project/ committee:

UPDATES ON THE CENTENNIAL PROJECTS

CENTENNIAL GALA NIGHT

Latest Update:

Dear Fellow RCM members, 

Good News....

I wish to thank PP Boy Guevara, our Chairman of the Ways and 
Means Committee for the Centennial Celebration for facilitating 
the donation of Toyota Motors Corporation through Rtn. Naoto 
Tago for cash donation in amount of Php 1,000,000.00 plus one 
(1 )Toyota Vios worth Php 735,000.00. The total donation of Php 
1,735,000.00 will be divided for use by “A Legacy of Rotary 
Service” (June 21, 2019) and  the Centennial Gala Celebration 
(June 22, 2019) or an estimate amount of Php 867,500.00 for each 
event. Thank you too to Rtn. Naoto Tago.

Our sincere acknowledgement to the contributions and pledges of 
the following : 

1-   Rtn. Ludek Vrana- Php 100K (paid)
2-  IPP Jimmie & AS Rene Policarpio- Php 100k (paid)
3-   DE/Dir Bobby Joseph- Php 100K (paid)
4-   AT Jason Ong - Php 200K (paid)
5-   PP Boy Guevara - Php 170K 
6-   AT Ner Lonzaga - Php 50K
7-   PD Jun Hallare- Php 50K (paid)
8-   DGE Liza and Spouse Johnny Elorde (RID 3810)- Php 100K 
(paid)
9-   PP Joyce Ambray (RC Manila Premier)- Php 100K (paid)
10- VPE/PAT Hermie Esguerra- Php 200K (paid)
11-  PT Lito Sibayan- Php 50K (paid)
12- PP Frank Evaristo- Php 50K (paid)
13- Rotary District 3810- Php 100K (paid)
14- Rtn. Richard Ang- Php 50K
15- RCM Secretariat- Php 10K (paid)
16- PE/ Dir Jackie Rodriguez- Php 100K (paid)
17- PD Phillip Ong- Php 50K (Centennial & Gala) (paid)
18- PP Benny Laguesma- Php 50K (paid)
19- PVP Manny Dy- Php 100k (paid)
20- Rtn. Warren So- Php 50k (paid)
21- PD Ed Lee - Php 100K (paid)
22- PD John Cenica- Php 50k
23- Rtn. Ferdinand Co - Php 50k (paid)
24- PD Abe Pascual - Php 100K (paid)
25- Toyota Motors Corp- Php 867,500 
26- PP Boy Ampil- Php 20K (paid)
27- PP Teddy Ocampo- Php 100K (paid)
28- DSAA Jason Bogovich- Php 60K (paid)

Please keep that eternal flame burning. This is our celebration ! 

In behalf of the Centennial Gala team, I thank you all for your 
generous support to our Club. 

Yours in Rotary, 

Hermie Esguerra
Chairman
Centennial Gala Celebration
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Dear Fellow RCMers,

As you well know, our Centennial Year 
is upon us. In the past few years leading 
up to the present, your club leadership 
has planned and prepared several projects and events 
befitting this milestone in the history of our prestig-
ious club. During the Town Hall Meeting last August 
9, 2018, these activities were presented and broadly 
discussed. The responses of our members afterwards 
were inspiring. They want to do their share in making 
our centennial celebrations truly memorable, not only 
for RCMers but also to all Rotarians of the Philippines 
and of Asia. Indeed, in various district functions re-
cently, other Rotarians from all over the country have 
also expressed their enthusiasm in joining us in the 
celebration of 100 years of the Rotary movement in 
this part of the world. They are just waiting, in their 
own words, for the Rotary Club of Manila to lead 
them.

It is it time therefore, for us to take the challenge of 
leading our fellow Rotarians. And for us to do this ef-
fectively, the participation of each RCM member is 
needed. Attached is the list of our centennial commit-
tees and their projects. Also provided is the Program 
of Activities for the Centennial Week. I urge you to 
volunteer your participation in any of the activities. 
Together, we can attain greater achievements for our 
club!

Please indicate the committee(s) / event(s) that you 
are joining.

Yours in Rotary,

Pres. Susing Pineda
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A Consultation Meeting of the Centennial Gala Celebration 
Committee was held last May 9, 2019 at the Gallery 1 of the 
New World Makati Hotel in Makati City. The meeting was pre-
sided over by Chairman VPE/PAT Hermie Esguerra. Alsp present 
were PDG Obet Pagdanganan, IPP Jimmie Policarpio, PP Teddy 
Ocampo, PP Archit Bartolome, DG Rudy Bediones, PP Benny 
Laguesma, PP Boy Ampil, PP Francis Juico and the Jeyselles 
team who are the event organizers of the Centennial Gala Cel-
ebration.
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A LEGACY OF ROTARY SERVICE

Latest Update:

Officials of the Rotary Club of Manila and the Philippine International 
Convention Center (PICC) have undertaken a contract signing last May 
15, 2019 at the Banquet Hall 1 of the PICC in Pasay City for the staging of 
“A Legacy of Rotary Service”. Present were President Susing Pineda, DE/
BLA Amading Valdez, Sec.Gen. Romy Nones, Rtn. Willie Peliño, SDG/PP 
Frank Evaristo, PD Oscar del Rosario and District 3810 Chief SAA SDG 
Philip Lee.
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ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA CENTENNIAL CHORALE 
COMPETITION

Latest Update:

The Lyrics of the Best Song Composition in the Chorale Compe-
tition

LYRICS:

THIS IS OUR PLEDGE
(Himig Rotarian)

Lyrics by: Catherine Bancod
Music by: Fr. Ernest Raymund Simeon

Fountain of wisdom and love, source of inspiration.
Rotary Club you build you protect you bring

You strengthen those who are weak
You enlighten and give peace and understanding.

You strengthen those who are weak.
You give hope.

 God bless you, Rotary Club Great
For you are God’s instrument of grace

You have taught us fight for our dreams and live in honesty and 
truth

This is our pledge to build a better world

 Formed from the vision to serve, those who are in need
Rotary club you give hope to all by your overflowing kindness!

Build lives of the lost, you empower and inspire!

 God bless you, Rotary club Great
For you are God’s instrument of grace

You have taught us fight for our dreams and live in honesty and 
truth

This is our pledge to build a better world

 God bless you, Rotary club Great
For you are God’s instrument of grace

You have taught us fight for our dreams and live in honesty and 
truth

This is our pledge to build a better world……..Build a better 
world……

This song will be sung by the five Grand Finalists during “A 
Legacy of Rotary Service” which takes place on June 21, 2019.
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ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA	
CENTENNIAL DONATION AND SEED FUND	
As of May 15, 2019	
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ROTARY’S HEART FOR LITTLE ANGELS

Latest Update:

Last May 12, 2019 marked 
six (6) months since the open 
heart surgery of Liam, one 
of the club’s first beneficiar-
ies. He really likes dinosaurs 
so the committee gave him 
a dinosaur toy when he was 
recovering. He is doing su-
per good, growing into strong 
man, but, he is still into dino-
saurs. He took the gift to the 
beach and his mom sent us 
his photo last May 12, 2019.

CENTENNIAL COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS

Latest Update:

By virtue of Presidential Proclamation No. 413, signed by Pres-
ident Rodrigo Roa Duterte, “declaring 01 July 2018 to 30 June 
2019, as the “Year for the Celebration of the Centennial Anni-
versary of the Rotary Club of Manila and the Rotary Movement 
in the Philippines and in Asia, the Rotary Club of Manila, First 
in Asia, will celebrate this milestone achievement of 100 Years 
of Rotary Service to the Community, a once-in-a-lifetime occa-
sion, during its Centennial Rotary Year 2018-2019, its centenni-
al birth anniversary being this June 1, 2019.

One of the Centennial Projects of the Rotary Club of Manila 
is the issuance of a limited edition Centennial Commemorative 
Stamp in collaboration with the Philippine Postal Corporation. 
This is a once-in-a-lifetime memorabilia which is guaranteed to 
last generations such that it becomes collector’s item. 

Below is the Rotary Club of Manila Centennial Stamps Package 
(3 Sets) for your selection, reservation and payment. All pay-
ments shall be made through Ms. Devann Abayon, RCM Cen-
tennial Committee Project Coordinator, the proceeds of which 
shall go to the Club’s Centennial Funds:
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ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA EDUCATIONAL ASSIS-
TANCE PROGRAM (REAP)

Latest Update:

President Susing Pineda conveys his earnest appeal for more 
benefactors for the project.

REAP Commitments as of May 16, 2019:


