
balitaOfficial Newsletter of 
Rotary Club of Manila

Issue No. 3788 May 2, 2019

What’s Inside

Guest of Honor and Speaker’s Profile		  2
President’s Corner			   3-4
International Relations			   5
Club Administration			   6-11
Centennial News			   12-33
Economic and Community Development		  34
The Week that Was			   35-39
Fellowship				    40-41
Cogs in the Wheel			   42-43
Interclub Relations			   44-45
Public Health Nutrition and Child Care		  46
Attendance Report			   47
RCMFI and Sagip Kabataan Directors & Officers		  48-49	
RCM B.O.D. and Editorial Staff			   50
Program				    51-52

52    PROGRAM

GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER 

30             
days

Hon. SAMUEL R. MARTIRES
Ombudsman

Republic of the Philippines

KABALITA

Let the nation’s foremost Graftbuster enlighten Asia’s First Rotary 
Club on what integrity, efficiency and high moral standards in public 
service are all about as he runs after those who continue to tarnish 
the good image of government.

12:55 PM	 Signing of a Memorandum of  Understanding between Rotary Club of 	
	 Manila and New World Makati Hotel for the TOWER Awards 
	 Project 2019		            	 Cent. Pres. Susing Pineda	
					     NWMH Marcel Van Mierlo, 	
					     Regional Vice Pres.
					     and General Manager; DE/	
					     Dir. Bobby Joseph, 
				                    Chair. PP Benny Laguesma

1:00 PM	 President’s Time 			   Cent. Pres. Susing Pineda

1:05 PM	 Introduction of the Guest  of Honor 
	 and Speaker			   Rtn. Ani Desierto
					     Former Ombudsman of the 	
					     Philippines
		
	 Address :  	Hon. Samuel Reyes Martires
		  Ombudsman 
		  Republic of the Philippines
						    
	 Public Forum
						    
2:00 PM	 Response, presentation of  RCM Centennial Plate 
	 as a token of appreciation to Ombudsman  Samuel Reyes Martires 
	 & meeting adjournment		  Cent. Pres. Susing Pineda
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Samuel Reyes Martires, the sixth Ombuds-
man of the Republic of the Philippines, had 
priestly aspirations. But fate intervened and 
he went on to become a lawyer and more 
importantly, to tread a remarkable journey in 
public service.

The significance of this interesting twist in 
his professional career is not lost on him. “I 
am the first lawyer in the family. Everyone 
was happy when I passed the bar. I did not 

take it against anyone (who believed otherwise),” he reveals in Bench-
mark, the official quarterly magazine of the Supreme Court Public Infor-
mation Office. In this interview, Justice Martires shared that, except for his 
mother, the idea of having a career in the legal profession, and more so in 
the judiciary, was far removed from the minds of the people who knew him.

But he surprised them all. After receiving his Bachelor of Arts degree from 
the Manuel L. Quezon University in 1971, this son of Palapag, Northern 
Samar took up law at San Beda College of Law. Imbued by the school’s 
motto of ora et labora (prayer and hard work), he earned his Bachelor of 
Laws degree in 1975. In 1976, he passed the Bar Examinations.

Public service is wired in the DNA of Ombudsman Martires. Right after 
passing the bar, he worked as Legal Officer 2 at the Department of Public 
Works, Transportation and Communication until 1979. From 1979 to 1984, 
he served as Assistant Department Manager at the Ministry of Human 
Settlements.

He went on hiatus from government service when he engaged in private 
practice from 1987 to 2000.

Upon the prodding of his mother to take on a position in the judiciary, he 
decided to go back and serve in government. By virtue of hard work and 
discipline, he went on to carve a checkered career in the judiciary.
In July 2000, he was appointed as the Presiding Judge of Regional Trial 
Court, Branch 32 of Agoo, La Union.

Within five years, or in 2005, he was appointed as the 49th Justice of the 
Sandiganbayan where he served for almost a decade.

In March 2017, Justice Martires took his oath as the 175th Associate Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court of the Philippines.

In August 2018, six months before his compulsory retirement from the 
Supreme Court, he asked the Court’s approval for early retirement so that 
he could fulfill a lifelong dream: to serve and protect the Filipino people as 
Ombudsman of the Republic of the Philippines.

RCM’s 38th for Rotary Centennial Year 2018-2019
Thursday, May  2, 2019, 12N, New World Makati Hotel Ballroom

Officer-In-Charge/ Program Moderator :  PP Francis Juico

                                                 P R O G R A M  TIMETABLE 

  11:30 AM Registration & Cocktails  (WINES courtesy of 
	 Centennial Dir.  “Bobby” Joseph)

  12:27 PM	Bell to be Rung:  
	 Members and Guests are 
	 requested to be seated  		

  12:29 PM	Welcome remarks/Formal Turnover of the Program 
	 to the OIC/Moderator			  DE/BLA Amading Valdez
					     Chair., Program Committee

  12:30 PM	Program Proper			   PP Francis Juico		
					     OIC/Moderator 
			                             
	 Call to Order 			   Cent. Pres. Susing Pineda
                                                                      		 Presiding Officer

	 Singing of the Philippine National Anthem       			 
	 RCM World-Famous Music Chorale

	 Invocator				    Rtn. Michael Cutter

	 RCM Hymn			   RCM WF Music Chorale
	
	 The Four (4) Way Test Credo		  All Rotarians 
		
12:35 PM	 Introduction of Guests/Visiting Rotarians/
	 Personalities Seated at the		  Rtn Raji Mendoza
	 Presidential Table						    
			 
	 Welcome Song			   RCM WF Music Chorale	
			 
 12:40 PM	Maligayang Bati   (RCM Birthday Celebrants) 		
	 May  5………………DE/BLA Amading Valdez	
	 May  6………………Rtn Jerry Agnes
	 May 8……………….Rtn Jun Coyiuto
	 Happy Birthday Song 			  RCM WF Music Chorale
 
12:45 PM	 Announcement on the RCM Centennial 
	 Celebration Activities			   PP Francis Juico
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Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

Last week, we were treated to a heart warm-
ing appreciation luncheon where benefactors 
of the Rotary Club of Manila Educational As-
sistance Program (REAP) were honored. The 
REAP Scholars gave a moving testimonial of how the help we have 
given them has changed their lives while the respective heads of 
PLM and PUP expressed their outpouring of gratitude to us for com-
ing up with this worthwhile endeavor. As a whole, the entire luncheon 
touched the hearts of our fellow Manila Rotarians who were present 
last week.

On the centennial celebration front, we are now on the homestretch 
of our preparations. On this note, I have secured the commitments 
of PAGCOR, RCBC Bankard, Toyota Motor Philippines and Ayala 
Corporation for their sponsorships with respect to the centennial cul-
minating activities. PAGCOR has committed to be a co-presentor. 
Toyota, through the immense help of PP Boy Guevara, and RCBC 
Bankard have likewise given their nods to be big sponsors. Ayala will 
likewise deliver their share in the sponsorship.

The centennial culminating activities kick off on June 20, 2019 where 
we will have a Salubong Fiesta for our international sister clubs and 
daughter clubs at the World Trade Center in Pasay City where there 
would be a concurrent art sale for the benefit of the Hospicio de 
San Jose Cerebral Palsy Building. This is the Welcome Party where 
the Guest of Honot will be Rotary International President-Elect Mark 
Maloney. Attire will be Filipiniana Casual. This runs from 4:00 pm to 
7:00 pm.

The following day, June 21, 2019, “A Legacy of Rotary Service” 
takes place. This is a day long event where activities include the 
mass oath taking of District Governors-Elect and Presidents-Elect 
before Rotary International President-Elect Mark Maloney, complete 
with photo opportunities and a certificate, a Rotary forum of district 
governors with the Rotary International President-Elect, a Centenni-
al Chorale Competition which aims to awaken the consciousness of 
the youth towards service, the Centennial Awards for Outstanding 
Service Projects and an Enchanting Evening with President Rodrigo 
Roa Duterte. Towards this end, our registration is gradually gaining 
ground as the event nears. Invitations have already been sent to 
many, both here and abroad, The Distinguished Board of Judges for 
the Centennial Awards are now in the process of selecting the
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RC Manila Foundation 
Board of Trustees RY 2019-2020

RCM President Jesus M. Pineda, Jr.
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RCM Past Director Robert M. Sears (chairman)

RCM Past Director Phillip L. Ong

RCM Incoming Treas. Zdenek Jankovsky

RCM Past Treasurer Hector O. Tagaysay

Board of Trustees RY 2018-2019

Pres Susing Pineda​
Dir Bobby Joseph

IPP Jimmie Policarpio​
PE/dir Jackie Rodriguez

VP Lance Masters​
Sec. Alvin Lacambacal

Dir Raffy Alunan​
Treas. Nicky Villasenor

Dir Albert Alday
 ​PD Rob Sears (Chairman)

Dir Issam Eldebs​ (President)
PD Abe Pascual
Dir Caloy Reyes​
PD Beda Fajardo

​PT Chito Tagaysay

Officers:

Alvin Lacambacal

Secretary

Nicky Villaseñor

Treasurer

Albert Alday

Assistant Secretary

Zdenek Jankovsky

Assistant Treasurer

Officers:

Alvin Lacambacal
Secretary

Nicky Villasenor 
Treasurer

Ner Lonzaga
Assistant Treasurer

Rene Policarpio
Assistant Secretary

best service project from among the ten, chosen by the Screen-
ing Committee. Plaques and corresponding tokens are present-
ly being prepared to be given to dignitaries.

The Centennial Gala Night which happens on June 22, 2019 
is gradually gaining in attendance as well as in sponsorships 
as many Manila Rotarians continue to pledge and make good 
on their pledges of financial support following Chair VPE/PAT 
Hermie Esguerra’s animated appeal during the Town Hall meet-
ing held recently. The program and entertainers are already in 
place.

The Centennial Commemorative Stamps continue to be on sale. 
Please secure for yourselves issues of these stamps as they 
make a priceless piece of memorabilia to be treasured for the 
rest of our lives.

With respect to REAP, I continue to earnestly appeal to your 
generosity as we endeavor to have more benefactors to make 
more dreams of financially challenged, but, academically en-
dowed graduating students of PLM and PUP come true.

Meanwhile, the names of those who have paid and partially paid 
the Centennial Seed Fund, the Centennial Donations and the 
Annual Dues will appear in the BALITA as we endeavor to col-
lect all these since they will go a long way in augmenting our 
centennial expenses.

Today, we shall have Ombudsman Samuel Martires as Guest 
of Honor and Speaker. He will speak on his experience in main-
taining the high ethical and moral standards of government of-
ficials by prosecuting them. This promises to be an eye opener 
into the functions of his office.

Undoubtedly, all these are colossal undertakings which need 
the most of efforts in furtherance of Service Above Self. Indeed, 
great things in Rotary are never done by a single individual, but, 
by a team of Rotarians, moving together towards a common 
goal. Under ONE CENTURY, towards ONE MISSION and in 
furtherance of ONE ROTARY, the best is yet to come. Let us all 
BE THE INSPIRATION as we embrace Rotary in our everyday 
lives.
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ON ROTARY LEADERSHIP 
By:  PDG Alex Cureg

BE THE CHANGE
(PART II)

Now, you ask yourself, what could a simple Rotarian 
like myself do?  There is plenty that you can do, my 
dear Rotarian, if you will support your club in initiat-
ing projects that could alleviate the plight of our less 
fortunate fellowmen through feeding programs and free 
health care services.  If you are a medical practition-
er, perhaps you could volunteer some of your precious 
time to give free consultations or medical assistance. 
You may also participate in club projects to initiate, de-
velop and implement projects that promote livelihood 
programs for the marginalized communities which 
have the possibility of providing long-term solutions to 
the vicious cycle of poverty.  This is the time that we 
begin awareness amongst us, that we, Rotarians who 
are capable financially as well as capable to bring about 
change and uplift the lives of many, must act in unity to 
give the needy a chance to live, a chance to dream and 
a chance to become themselves contributing citizens to 
our communities and country.

Bringing about change will not be easy.  It will require 
of every one of us a strong conviction or for each one 
to take a firm position on a certain issue.  It may put an-
yone in a difficult position.  But if you believe in what 
you do, I advise you to forge ahead and follow your 
dream.  Do not be dissuaded by mean critics, instead, 
take criticisms constructively and find ways to improve 
more. 
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you must have the capacity to stand strong under re-
verses, to rise from periodic defeat and to dedicate 
yourselves to the ultimate goal.  Profit from the mis-
takes of the past and learn from these experiences.  
Never be ashamed to own that you have been in the 
wrong.  It is a way of saying that you are wiser to-
day than you were yesterday.”  President Bitchai also 
said: “Forming convictions is a natural outcome of 
the process.  If you recognize opportunities, make 
hard choices, develop focus, and exercise some dar-
ing, you will be living life to the fullest.  And it is 
only through living life that you experience the joys, 
the sadness, the exhilaration and the pain that come 
with experiencing the consequences of your actions.  
This is what I mean by conviction.  This is what a 
true leader should profess.  As your convictions grow, 
your contributions to Rotary grow.”

 	 As President Bitchai said, we must stand by 
our principles and convictions.  Like the lotus flower, 
we must remain unaffected but continue to perform 
our duties as Rotarians holding on to such convictions 
and principles.

I wish you God’s blessings, and may you live your 
life like the lotus flower,  peaceful, content and free 
from mundane attachments.

[END]

Let me please end this article by quoting Past RI Pres-
ident Bitchai Rattakul, my own Rotary International 
president as a Loving President.  He said: “Virtues 
of intelligence, integrity, and courage alone are not 
enough for the leadership that Rotary expects of you.  
If you are to be a successful leader, 

ALL THE DAYS OF MARCH, Part 6
(A month-long of dealing with public health 

concerns) 

Elias D. Adamos, M.D.

       The month of March was also the month 
dedicated to women all over the world.   The Unit-

ed Nations on March 8 celebrated the yearly International Women’s 
Day.  As a matter of history, the first gathering of women to celebrate 
International Women’s Day happened in 1911.  International Women’s 
Day and International Women’s Month should not be considered as an 
avenue for a pivotal discussion on who is the more superior gender.  It 
is not about feminism.  Although this year’s theme is “Balance for Bet-
ter,” to me, the worldwide day and month for women is not even about 
gender equality.  It is a day and a month of collective efforts of all – both 
men and women – who care about human rights.   

Philippine Laws that protect women

       Republic Act (RA) 6725 strengthens the prohibition on discrimination 
against women with respect to terms and conditions of employment.

       RA 6972 is a Law establishing a day care center in every barangay 
for the total development and protection of children.

       RA 7192.  Enacted in 1991, it is a law promoting the integration of 
women as full and equal partners of men in development and nation 
building and for other purposes.

       RA 7322 is an Act increasing maternity benefits in favor of women 
workers in the private sector.

       RA 7600 mandates all government and private institutions with 
obstetrical services to adopt rooming-in and breastfeeding practices.

       RA 7688 is an Act giving representation of women in the Social 
Security Commission.

       RA 7822 was passed into law for the assistance to women engaging 
in micro and cottage business enterprises and other purposes.

       RA 8353 expands the definition of the crime of rape.  It also defines 
and includes marital rape.

       RA 8369 establishes Family Courts and granting them exclusive 
original jurisdiction to hear and decide cases pertaining to child, wom-
en, and family issues.

       RA 9262 is an Act defining violence against women and their 
children and providing protective measures for victims and prescribing 
penalties for perpetrators.
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Deadline for registration is June 15, 2019.
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Rotary Club of Manila Honorary Member His Excellency Daniel 
Pruce, Ambassador of Great Britain to the Republic of the Philippines 
inducted the officers of the Philippine British Association led by SAA 
Dave Reynolds (President), and SDG/PP Frank Evaristo (Vice Presi-
dent). Other officers were Assistant Vice President Ann Aspinall, Cor-
porate Secretary Luisa Liboro, Treasurer Andrew Malpass, Assistant 
Treasurer Fiona Malca and Assistant Corporate Secretary Georgina 
Obon. The induction was held last April 24, 2019 at the Residence of 
the British Ambassador, North Forbes, Makati City.

SAA DAVE REYNOLDS AND SDG/PP FRANK EVARISTO IN-
DUCTED AS PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT OF PHILIPPINE 
BRITISH ASSOCIATION
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The Board of Directors for RY 2019-2020 held its Seventh 
(7th) Regular Board Meeting last April 30, 2019 at the Ma-
nila Elks Club in Makati City.
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This project aims to 
provide shelter for 
street families from the 
City of Manila within 
the hospice site lo-
cated in Norzagaray, 
Bulacan and to equip 
parents from these 
families with the liveli-
hood skills training to 
be conducted within 
the hospice site to ad-
equately prepare them 
for independent living. 

Presidential Proclamation No. 413 
is a proclamation signed by Presi-
dent Rodrigo Roa Duterte “declaring 
01 July 2018 to 30 June 2019 as 
the ‘Year for the Celebration of the 
Centennial Anniversary of the Ro-
tary Club of Manila and the Rotary 
Movement in the Philippines and in 
Asia”.   This was obtained through 
the help of IPP Jimmie Policarpio 
and his Board of Directors and Ex-
ecutive Officers.

Monty Python’s SPAMALOT 
is a Rotary Club of Ma-
nila-sponsored    musical 
comedy adapted from the 
1975 film Monty Python 
and the Holy Grail. Like the 
motion picture, it is a highly 
irreverent parody of the Ar-
thurian legend, but it differs 
from the film in many ways.  
This show is a fund-raising 
endeavor of the club.

Rotary Club of Manila Centennial Watch 
is a limited edition watch (100 pieces) 
made by Ibarra bearing the new logo of 
the Rotary Club of Manila which will be 
sold as part of a fund-raising endeavor.

HOSPICIO DE SAN JO-
SE-NORZAGARAY PROJECT

CENTENNIAL PROJECTS

The World Famous Music Chorale held a choir practice 
last April 25, 2019 at the Parañaque Rooms A and B of 
the Makati Shangrila Hotel in Makati City.

PD Oscar del Rosario, Host Organization Chairman of 
ALAY LAKAD 2018, turned over the mantle of leadership 
to JCI Philippines 2019 National Chairman for ALAY 
LAKAD JCI Mem. Divine Grace Amplayo last April 26, 
2019 at the Lions Hall in Manila.

BASIC EDUCATION AND LITERACY
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Philippine Booth of the 
Rotary Club of Manila at 
the Rotary International 
Convention in Toronto, 
Canada was an initiative 
in cooperation with the 
Department of Tourism 
and Philippine Airlines to 
promote the centennial of 
the Rotary Club of Manila 
and the Rotary movement 
in the Philippines and 
in Asia.   The booth was 
designed by Rotaractors 
from the Rotaract Club of 
Manila, one of our spon-
sored clubs.

SARI-SARING ARALAN: 3K para sa 3K (Ka-
bataan, Kababaihan, Kalalakihan para sa 
Karunungan, Kaugalian, Kagitingan) is based 
on the concept of the iconic Filipino sari-sari 
store, a well-known place in the community, 
that can be a venue for learning. It is based 
on the premise that learning does not and 
should not only take place inside schools and 
colleges, but in communities, workplaces, and 
families, as well. Sari-Saring Aralan aims to 
become a Learning Hub for OSY to help in in-
creasing their capacity, sociability, change of 
values, and mind set in life.

The Rotary Club of Manila Educational Assistance Pro-
gram (REAP)
(aka Adopt-a-Student program) is an initiative to support graduating stu-
dents from the Pamantasan ng Maynila and the Polytechnic University 
of the Philippines by providing financial aid for their everyday expenses. 
In line with celebrating 100 years of service, the initial goal is to provide 
support to 100 graduating students who will be needing financial support 
the most but at the same time providing better opportunities to improve 
their current state.

Manila Rotarians attended the Induction of Officers of the Philippine 
British Association last April 24, 2019 at the Residence of the Brit-
ish Ambassador, North Forbes, Makati City. Present were PP Boy 
Guevara, PP Francis Juico, SDG/PP Frank Evaristo, PD Ed Lee, 
PD Oscar del Rosario, PD Beda Fajardo, SAA Dave Reynolds, Rtn. 
Bren Egan, Rtn. Vic Garcia and His Excellency Daniel Pruce, Am-
bassador of Great Britain to the Republic of the Philippines. Other 
Manila Rotarians who attended, but, not in photo were DG Rudy 
Bediones, PDG Vince Carlos, PE/Dir. Jackie Rodriguez and Rtn. 
Ferdie Co.
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Rotary’s Heart for Little 
Angels is an initiative to 
provide financial assis-
tance to young children 
with congenital heart 
defects for purposes of 
their operation.

One Rotary One Philippines One for Marawi is an initiative 
that aims to provide medical, psychological and palliative care to wound-
ed soldiers who have fought for the liberation of Marawi from the shackles 
of terrorism as well as civilians who have been displaced as a result of 
the armed conflict.

Centennial Commemorative Stamp is an initiative to commemorate the 
100 years of the Rotary Club of Manila and the Rotary movement in the 
Philippines and in Asia through the issuance of limited edition stamps.

Seeds of Change by Rotary Club of Manila is an initiative to plant 
100,000 gmelina and seedlings in commemoration of the 100 years of 
the Rotary Club of Manila and the Rotary movement in the Philippines 
and in Asia.

Centennial Pres. Susing Pineda for his response, presentation of the 
centennial plate to Mr. Hassan Younes as a token of appreciation and 
meeting adjournment.

Mr. Hassan Younes present-
ed before Manila Rotarians, 
and Guests an inspirational 
talk in the field of business, 
academics and personal de-
velopment.

Centennial Pres. SUSING PINEDA presents Rtn. CELSO ABAS-
TILLAS as the lone birthday celebrant in attendance for the traditional 
blowing of candle on the birthday cake amidst the singing by the RCM 
World Famous Music Chorale of the happy birthday song. 

RCM WEEKLY BIRTHDAY CELEBRANT/S
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Centennial Hymn is an ini-
tiative towards composing 
a song that will embody the 
100 years of the Rotary Club 
of Manila.

Rotary Club of Manila 
Coffee Table Book is an 
initiative to set forth the 
strides of Asia’s First Ro-
tary Club and the Rotary 
movement in the Philip-
pines and in Asia in its 
100 years of existence.

The Search for The Outstanding Workers of the 
Republic (TOWER) Awards was founded in 1975 
by the Rotary Club of Manila as an annual search 
for outstanding “blue collar” workers of the coun-
try. Subsequently, it included in its coverage “white 
collar” (non-supervisory) workers. It aims to recog-
nize the contributions to economic development of 
the legions of skilled workers who constitute the 
backbone of our country’s manpower capacity. 
The awards program transcended the confines of 
a Club’s concern because of its nationwide reach 
and significance in uplifting the Filipino workers’ 
morale and social status leading to greater prestige 
at the workplace – to the entrepreneur / employer 
and the colleagues, to the family and the commu-
nity while enhancing individual career opportunities 
and promoting industrial peace.

Rotary Activities with the 
Boy Scouts of the Phil-
ippines is an initiative to 
showcase the Boy Scouts 
of the Philippines, a crea-
tion of the Rotary Club of 
Manila, as they take part 
in centennial activities of 
our club.

Ma. Leonora Vasquez-de Je-
sus, PhD, President, Paman-
tasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila 
delivers her message for the  
REAP student-beneficiaries.

Professor Marissa Mayre-
na representing Emanuel C. 
De Guzman, PhD, President, 
Polytechnic University of the 
Philippines delivers the presi-
dent’s message for the  REAP 
student-beneficiaries.

Centennial Pres. Susing Pineda presents a token of  plaques 
of appreciation  to Ma. Leonora Vasquez-de Jesus, PhD, 
President, Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila and  Professor 
Marissa Mayrena for  Emanuel C. De Guzman, PhD, President, 
Polytechnic University of the Philippines.

Rtn Gani Macatoman does the honor, pleasure and privilege of in-
troducing Mr. Hassan Younes, CEO, Training College of Australia, 
Writer, Entrepreneur as inspirational guest speaker.
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JOURNALISM AWARDS

The Journalism Awards revolutionized the image 
of the press in the eyes of the public whose undy-
ing vigilance became a continuing inspiration for 
many a journalist to make the tri-media a medium 
to discuss issues of national significance.  It has 
become a yardstick of prestige for any media outfit 
as they often mention this triumph in identifying 
themselves to the public in many a radio broad-
cast, television program or newspaper.
  TOURISM AWARDS

The objective of the Tourism Awards is 
to recognize outstanding personalities 
in the Tourism industry.

100 Years of Rotary: An Art Celebration

This is a fund-raising project of the club 
where paintings of well known artists will 
be displayed at the lobby of the Powerplant 
Mall, Rockwell, Makati City and the pro-
ceeds of the sale will go to our centennial 
fund.

ROTARY NATIONAL CENTENNIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
     This is a golf tournament spearheaded by our club in coordination with 
our daughter clubs in the various districts in the Philippines that will take 
charge of the leg in their respective areas.  Our club will spearhead that 
of District 3810 and will likewise take charge of the championship round 
during the centennial week to be held at the Sta. Elena Golf Club which will 
feature the winners of the different legs.

CENTENNIAL LAUNCH
This activity aims to announce the differ-
ent projects and activities for the Cen-
tennial of the Rotary Club of Manila and 
the Rotary movement in the Philippines 
and in Asia through a press conference 
launch where cocktails will be served 
and with Rotarians from different clubs 
and districts in attendance.

Sec.-Gen. / PP Romy Nones, 
Chairman, Rotary Educational 
Assistance Program (REAP), 
gave a backgrounder on the 
educational assistance pro-
gram.

The REAP student-beneficiaries delivering on how the Rota-
ry Club of Manila Centennial Educational Assistance Program 
changed their lives in their respective life-changing testimonies : Mr. 
John Paul Lumibao from the Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila 
(PLM); Mr. Aldrin Jazz Callos from the Polytechnic University of the 
Philippines (PUP); Ms. Rviela Valeen Macalintal from the Paman-
tasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila (PLM); Ms. Jenica C. Sison from the 
Polytechnic University of the Philippines (PUP); Mr. Van Ian Ocaso 
from the Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila (PLM); Ms. Ana Fal-
con from the Polytechnic University of the Philippines (PUP) and 
Ms. Denise Torre from the Polytechnic University of the Philippines. 
(PUP)
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ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA 
CENTENNIAL CHORALE COMPETITION

This concept of BLA Amading Valdez targets the youth who will be called 
upon to serve in the next 100 years. The resulting musical composition 
from this competition may trigger a national consciousness for service 
and sacrifice for country and humanity. It will be the lasting legacy of our 
club. It is just appropriate albeit a necessity that this musical competition 
be the centerpiece of the culminating centennial celebration to be held on 
June 21, 2019. This competition will be open to all high school students in 
cooperation with DepEd and qualified out-of-school youth in cooperation 
with DILG.

A LEGACY OF ROTARY SERVICE

This activity aims to recognize Rotarians and clubs from all over the Phil-
ippines for their noteworthy projects. The highlight of the evening would 
be the induction of the District Governors-Elect and the Presidents-Elect 
by the Rotary International President-Elect.

CENTENNIAL GALA NIGHT

This is the culminating activity of the centennial of the Rotary Club of 
Manila and the Rotary movement in the Philippines and in Asia in an 
evening of nostalgia and congeniality uniting Rotarians from different 
parts of the archipelago which will be graced by the presence of Rotary 
International President-Elect Mark Maloney.

Centennial Pres. Susing Pineda administers the oath of member-
ship pledge to Mr. Paul Joseph M. Garcia as the latest member to 
the Rotary Club of Manila, with proposer  STAR Rtn Nando Camus 
for the placing of Rotary pin and official identification badge.

STAR Rtn Nando Camus, 
proposer, introduces Mr. Paul 
Joseph M. Garcia (Filipino), 
Chief Executive Officer, Lee 
Chiu Management, Inc. Classifi-
cation: Real Estate Professional 
Services-Leasin, before the for-
mal induction ceremony.
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The much coveted awards given to the most deserving clubs 
from the ten Rotary districts in the Philippines as their “Rotary 
Success Stories” take centerstage.

CENTENNIAL AWARDS

SAVE MANILA BAY is a centennial project initiated by the Manila 
Yacht Club and the Rotary Club of Manila in support of the initiatives 
of DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu in collaboration with the DILG and 
DOT together with other government agencies through waste man-
agement, segregation and desiltation.

Centennial Pres. Susing Pineda calls the 37th weekly meeting of 
the Rotary Club of Manila, to order. 

Sec.-Gen. / PP Romy Nones, 
Chairman, Rotary Educational 
Assistance Program (REAP), 
as Officer-In-Charge/ Program 
Moderator, directs the pro-
gram of activities.

Rtn Celso Abastillas deliv-
ers an ecumenical prayer.

PD Knud Hedeager as lead 
reciter of the Four (4) Way 
Test, renews fellow Rotarians’ 
commitment to the Rotary 
Movement.

Dir. Issam Eldebs introduces 
the personalities seated at the 
presidential table while for the 
visiting Rotarians and Guests 
were acknowledged by flashing 
their names on the wide screen.
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UPDATES ON THE CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

Latest Updates:

President Susing Pineda made a courtesy call on Atty. Al-
fredo C. Lim, Philippine Amusement and Gaming Corporation 
(PAGCOR) President last April 29, 2019 at the PAGCOR Of-
fice in Manila. PAGCOR will be a Co-Presentor of the Centen-
nial Celebration of the Rotary Club of Manila.

President Susing Pineda made a courtesy call on Ms. Anj Mira-
sol and Mr. Bong Cumpas, Jr., RCBC Bankard Executives last 
April 26, 2019 at their office in Makati City. RCBC Bankard will 
be a big sponsor of the Centennial Celebration of the Rotary 
Club of Manila.

SEEDS OF CHANGE 

by Rtn. Celso E. Abastillas

SELON MOI . . . 

1) Love your mother most as she has the most genuine love of all. 

2) Common  people are usually the ones that ride the band wagons. The 
uncommon ones, however, make the wagons. 

3) Common sense is not actually common. It is rare. 

4) As you grow older your outside beauty fades with time. But your kind-
ness in heart lives with it.

5) Man tends to judge his fellowmen by what he sees and hear about 
them, even though these may not be true. That’s why man is not gener-
ally trusting.  

6) Don’t be afraid to be different. The present situation, like fashion, will 
not last forever. 

7) Don’t blame others for your problems or misfortunes for they are ac-
tually your own doings. 

8)Technology has made stealing easier and faster. You don’t need to go 
to the bank and rob it like what Bonnie and Clyde did.
  
9) Politics is part and parcel of democracy. Without it,we have autocracy.  

10) Leaders see the bigger picture. Followers look normally at the small-
er one. 

11) If you are a leader of a group, take care of your people and they will 
take care of you.
 
12) A leader who has been entrusted with  power by his people to make 
radical changes should know how to use that power and should know, 
too, when to let it go, lest he ends up in trouble. 

13) Don’t believe a man bragging about his sexual prowess. Believe in 
the old saying, silent river runs deep. 

14) It is easier to jail the vote buyers numbering to only a few rather than 
the vote sellers numbering to millions. 

15) Wise voters normally do not vote. 

(My heartfelt thanks to RCM family for the birthday greetings I received 
last April 28, 2019.  Again, thank you so much!).



20   CENTENNIAL NEWS CENTENNIAL NEWS     33

UPDATES ON THE CENTENNIAL PROJECTS

CENTENNIAL GALA NIGHT

Latest Update:

Dear Fellow RCMers,

The Centennial Celebration is a milestone event that will not 
happen in the lifetime of our  _nth level descendants.  This is, 
indeed, an event that calls for Total Celebration, our way to 
treat ourselves, our spouse, partners in life and family members 
to this Celebration of Service.  

It will be untrue not to express that I am personally very elated 
by members who spontaneously volunteered their financial re-
sources in reaction to the need presented, during the town hall 
meeting.  This is the spark calling for members to participate in 
any amount, to ensure that we all witness the successful fruition 
of this once in lifetime celebration.

Initiating the engine of support:
1-   Rtn. Ludek Vrana - Php 100K (paid)
2-  IPP Jimmie and AS Rene Policarpio - Php 100k (paid)
3-   DE/Dir. Bobby Joseph - Php 100K (paid)
4-   AT Jason Ong - Php 200K
5-   PP Boy Guevarra- Php 170K 
6-   AT Ner Lonzaga - Php 50K
7-   PD Jun Hallare - Php 50K (paid)
8-   DGE Liza and Spouse Johnny Elorde (RID 3810) - Php 
100K (paid)
9-   PP Joyce Ambray (Rotary Club of Manila Premier) - Php 
100K (paid)
10-  Rtn. Celso Abastillas - Php 100K
11-  VPE/PAT Hermie Esguerra - Php 200K (paid)
12- PT Lito Sibayan - Php 50K (paid)
13- PP Frank Evaristo - Php 50K (paid)
14- Rotary District 3810 - Php 100K (paid)
15- Rtn. Richard Ang - Php 50K
16- RCM Secretariat - Php 10K (paid)
17- PE/Dir. Jackie Rodriguez - Php 100K
18- PD Phillip Ong - Php 50K (Centennial & Gala) (paid)
19- PP Benny Laguesma - Php 50K (paid) 
20- PVP Manny Dy - Php 100K (paid)
21- Rtn. Warren So - Php 50k

Please keep that eternal flame burning. This is our celebration ! 

I thank you all personally from the bottom of my heart for your 
support. 

Yours in Rotary, 

VPE/PAT Hermie Esguerra
Chairman
Centennial Gala Celebrations

On-Going Projects:

1. Hospicio de San Jose ; Chairman: Rtn Phillip Ong
2. One Rotary, One Philippines, One for Marawi ; Chairman: Dir Raffy 
Alunan
3. RCM Hearts for Little Angels ; Chairman: Rtn Zdenek Jankovsky 
4. Sight Conservation ; Chairman: Rtn Jack Bautista
Awards:

1. TOWER Awards; Chairman: PP Benny Laguesma
2. Journalism Awards; Chairman: IPP Jimmie Policarpio
3. Tourism Awards; Chairman: Dir Bobby Joseph
Centennial Year Projects:

1. Commemorative Stamp; Chairman: PP Frank Evaristo
2. Coffee Table Book (LOGISTICS) ; Chairman: PDG Vince Carlos
3. Coffee Table Book (EDITORIAL BOARD) ; Chairman: PP Boy 
Ampil
4. Tree Planting ; Chairman: TBA 
5. Sari-Saring Aralan; Chairman: President Susing Pineda
6. Rotary Educational Assistance Program (REAP) ; Chairman: SecGen 
Romy Nones
7. Rotary Centennial Golf Tournament; Chairman: TBA 
8. Boy Scouts of the Philippines ; Chairman: PDG Obet Pagdanganan
9. Elsie Gaches Village
10. Community Chest of the Philippines
11. Philippine Cancer Society
12. Baseco Project 
13. Rotary Club of Manila Centennial Choral Competition; Chairmen: 
PP Teddy Ocampo and BLA Amading Valdez 
14. Save Manila Bay; Chairman: DE/Dir. Bobby Joseph 

Other Projects:

1. Centennial Week 
2. Centennial Launch; Chairman: IPP Jimmie Policarpio
3. A Legacy Project of Rotary Service (June 21, 2019) ; Chairman: DE/
BLA Amading Valdez
4. Centennial Gala Night (June 22, 2019) ; Chairman: VPE/PAT Hermie 
Esguerra  
5. Centennial Awards Committee; Chairman: 
PDG Alex Cureg 

Other Committees:

1. Invitations Committee ; Chairman: PP Francis Juico
2. Protocol Committee; Chairman: PDG Alex Cureg 
3. Ways & Means Committee ; Chairman: PP Boy Guevara
4. Recognition & Awards Committee ; Chairmen: PP Boy Guevara, PP 
Boy Ampil & Rtn Romy Nones

Signed by:
__________________________

Centennial Projects

Please put a “check”               mark over your preferred Centennial 
project/ committee:
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A LEGACY OF ROTARY SERVICE

Latest Update:

Dear Fellow RCMers,

As you well know, our Centennial Year 
is upon us. In the past few years leading 
up to the present, your club leadership 
has planned and prepared several projects and events 
befitting this milestone in the history of our prestig-
ious club. During the Town Hall Meeting last August 
9, 2018, these activities were presented and broadly 
discussed. The responses of our members afterwards 
were inspiring. They want to do their share in making 
our centennial celebrations truly memorable, not only 
for RCMers but also to all Rotarians of the Philippines 
and of Asia. Indeed, in various district functions re-
cently, other Rotarians from all over the country have 
also expressed their enthusiasm in joining us in the 
celebration of 100 years of the Rotary movement in 
this part of the world. They are just waiting, in their 
own words, for the Rotary Club of Manila to lead 
them.

It is it time therefore, for us to take the challenge of 
leading our fellow Rotarians. And for us to do this ef-
fectively, the participation of each RCM member is 
needed. Attached is the list of our centennial commit-
tees and their projects. Also provided is the Program 
of Activities for the Centennial Week. I urge you to 
volunteer your participation in any of the activities. 
Together, we can attain greater achievements for our 
club!

Please indicate the committee(s) / event(s) that you 
are joining.

Yours in Rotary,

Pres. Susing Pineda
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Rotary Club of Manila 
Centennial Celebration
June 21, 2019
PICC, Manila, Philippines

TENTATIVE PROGRAM
(WITH Pres. Duterte)
(as of 04/29/19)

PART 1:  CONVENTION (RECEPTION HALL)
HOST: FAUSTO PREYSLER
CO-HOST: (to consider) IP ASUNTA DE ROSSI
VO: To be determined
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PART 2:  DINNER RECEPTION (RECEPTION HALL)

HOST: MIKE TOLEDO
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CENTENNIAL AWARDS

Latest Update:

RCM Centennial Award

RCM Committee Panel of Judges
                                                                            
Honorary Chairman   : Centennial Pres. Susing Pineda                     
Chairman :  His Excellency US Amb. Sung Kim
Chairman​ : PDG Alex Cureg     Members : Mr. Noel Maranan    
Co-Chairman​: Rtn. John Cutter               Pres. Ayala Foundation 

Members​: Dir. Issam Eldebs             :   Mr. Antonio Meloto                                                            
​               : Dir. Albert Alday                  Founder Gawad Kalinga
​        	 : Sec. Alvin Lacambacal     :   Ms. Olivia Ferry​
​        	 : AT Jason Ong                        Past Pres. Zonta Inter’l.
​        : Rtn. Jujut Enriquez
​        : Rtn. Karl Leung
​        : Rtn. Art dela Cruz
​        : Rtn. Dong Benedicto

ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA	
CENTENNIAL DONATION AND SEED FUND	
As of April 30, 2019	
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Centennial Awards Official Entries

Legend :         = TOP TEN OUTSTANDING PROJECTS out of the 28 
entries from the ten Rotary Districts.    

Last April 25, 2019, the Rotary Club of Manila Educational 
Assistance Program (REAP) Appreciation Luncheon was held 
where officials of PLM and PUP as well as selected representa-
tive REAP scholars were invited.  This luncheon was staged to 
honor the benefactors and their generosity in making financial-
ly-challenged, but, academically-endowed students’ dreams 
come true. The scholars expressed their overwhelming grat-
itude by narrating their life changing experiences because of 
the help they received. PVP Manny Dy graciously donated Php 
100,000 for this program during that appreciation luncheon. 
Heads of both educational institutions likewise expressed their 
gratitude. PLM President Dr. Leonora Vasquez-de Jesus even 
remarked that the Rotary Club of Manila has been the biggest 
donor of scholarships from the institution’s inception.

President Susing Pineda conveys his earnest appeal for more 
benefactors for the project.

REAP Commitments as of May 2, 2019
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CENTENNIAL COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS

Latest Update:

By virtue of Presidential Proclamation No. 413, signed by Pres-
ident Rodrigo Roa Duterte, “declaring 01 July 2018 to 30 June 
2019, as the “Year for the Celebration of the Centennial Anni-
versary of the Rotary Club of Manila and the Rotary Movement 
in the Philippines and in Asia, the Rotary Club of Manila, First in 
Asia, will celebrate this milestone achievement of 100 Years of 
Rotary Service to the Community, a once-in-a-lifetime occasion, 
during its Centennial Rotary Year 2018-2019, its centennial birth 
anniversary being this June 1, 2019.

One of the Centennial Projects of the Rotary Club of Manila 
is the issuance of a limited edition Centennial Commemorative 
Stamp in collaboration with the Philippine Postal Corporation. 
This is a once-in-a-lifetime memorabilia which is guaranteed to 
last generations such that it becomes collector’s item. 

Below is the Rotary Club of Manila Centennial Stamps Package 
(3 Sets) for your selection, reservation and payment. All pay-
ments shall be made through Ms. Devann Abayon, RCM Cen-
tennial Committee Project Coordinator, the proceeds of which 
shall go to the Club’s Centennial Funds:

ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA EDUCATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (REAP)

Latest Update:

The benefactors with the REAP scholars

PVP Manny Dy delivered brief remarks after do-
nating to the REAP.
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