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52    PROGRAM

RCM TOWNHALL MEETING
  (CLUB ASSEMBLY)

KABALITA

With the Centennial Celebrations just around the corner, it’s time for 
Manila Rotarians to be kept abreast with the latest on our centennial 
projects. Rise and be counted because it’s no joke to be 100. Let 
your voices be heard as we endeavor to make our club as relevant 
and as vibrant to the call of the changing times.

12:35 PM	 Maligayang Bati   (RCM Birthday Celebrants) 		
	
	 Dec. 8…………Sec. Alvin Lacambacal, Rtn Jujut Enriquez;
	 Dec. 9…………Rtn Manny Blanco; 
	 Dec. 12………..DE/Dir. Bobby Joseph;
	 Dec. 13………..AS Rene Policarpio, PDG Alex Cureg;
	 Dec. 14………..Rtn Zdenek Jankovsky;
	 Dec. 16………..PD Phil Ong;
	 Dec. 17………..Rtn Ave Cruz;
	 Dec. 18………..PP Frank Evaristo;
	 Dec. 19………..Rtn Momo Mommaerts, Rtn Mon Quisumbing;
	 Dec. 21………..PSAA Fred Lim;
	 Dec. 22………..PD Rod Valencia, Rtn Bob Sobrepeña;
	 Dec. 23………..PVP Mike Guerrero;
	 Dec. 26………..Rtn Joe de Venecia;
	 Dec. 27………..PP Boy Guevara;
	 Dec. 28………..Rtn Gani Macatoman, Rtn Joey Syjuco;
	 Dec. 29………..SAA Dave Reynolds, Rtn Justin Ocampo	
	
	 Happy Birthday Song 		  RCM WF Music Chorale
 
12:40 PM	 Induction of a new member to RCM 	 Pres. Susing Pineda
	 Brief introduction of inductee by his proposer			 
	 Rtn Zdenek Jankovsky
	 Mr. Ludex Vrana (Czech)
	 Chief Administrative Officer, Home Credit Consumer Finance 	
	 Phils., Inc.
	 Classification: Finance and Investments – Home Loans
	 Additional to Rtn Zdenek Jankovsky
	 Welcome Baby Rotarian Song 	 RCM WF Music Chorale

12:45 PM	 President’s Time			   Pres. Susing Pineda
		   
12:50 PM	House Concern/s			   PD Art Lopez, Chairman

	 RCM Centennial Celebration, RY 2018-2019

 	 1. DE/BLA Amading Valdez, A Legacy Project of Rotary Service
	 2. Sec.-Gen. Rtn/PP/PSDG Romy Nones, Rotary Education Assis	
	 tance Program (REAP)	
	 3. DSAA/PD Oscar del Rosario,  Centennial Chorale
	 4. DE/Treas. Nicky Villaseñor III,  Finances 

	 Open Forum

   2:00 PM Response, & meeting adjournment	 Pres. Susing Pineda
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RCM’s 22nd for Rotary Centennial Year 2018-2019
Thursday, December 6,  2018, New World Makati Hotel Glasshouse
Officer-In-Charge/ Program Moderator : DE/BLA Amading Valdez

“A Townhall Meeting (Club Assembly)”

P R O G R A M  TIMETABLE 

11:30 AM Registration & Cocktails  (WINES courtesy of Centennial 
	 Dir.  “Bobby” Joseph)

12:27 PM	 Bell to be Rung:  
	
	 Members and Guests are 
	 requested to be seated  		

12:29 PM	 Welcome remarks			   DE/BLA Amading Valdez
					     Chair., Program Committee

12:30 PM Program Proper			   OIC/Moderator :  
					     DE/BLA Amading Valdez
			                        
	 Call to Order 			   Pres. Susing Pineda
                                                                        	 Presiding Officer

	 Singing of the Philippine 
	 National Anthem       		  RCM World-Famous 
					     Music Chorale

	 Invocation			   DE/Dir. Albert Alday	
					   
	 A moment of silent prayer for the 
	 eternal repose of the soul of former member,
	 Dr. Rtn Prody Pahutan who passed-away 
	 recently in the grace of the Lord

	 RCM Hymn			   RCM WF Music Chorale

	 The Four (4) Way Test Credo		 All Rotarians led by 
					     DSAA/PD Oscar del Rosario
					   

Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

Last week, we were enlightened on the advantages of social 
networking and social media with an out-of-the-box way of 
presenting Facebook to all of us by no less than its Country 
Director, Mr. John Rubio. Indeed, his presentation, indirectly, 
taught us how to deal with the ever growing millenial mind-
set.

In the International Relations front, I wish to congratulate 
our Rotary Club of Manila delegations to both the 49th An-
niversary Fund Raising Ball of the Rotary Club of Kowloon 
East and the 70th Charter Anniversary of the Rotary Club 
of Taipei. Your attendance at these occasions, presented, 
not only, unique opportunities for Rotarians from our sister 
clubs to join us in our centennial culminating activities, but, 
likewise, created avenues to foster lasting goodwill with Ro-
tarians from around the world.

In the Fellowship front, the much awaited occasion of the 
year is at our doorsteps. In this regard, I wish to announce 
that our Christmas Party will take place on December 13, 
2018, 6:00 pm at the Grand Ballroom 3, Coral Wing Lobby 
of OKADA MANILA in Parañaque City. For Php 2,500.00you 
get the chance to enjoy a sumptuous dinner and the privi-
lege to dance the night away to the music of Marcy David 
and his Band while having the chance to win exciting raffle 
prizes donated by our members. Let us all attend and share 
Christmas cheers with everyone as a break from our busy 
centennial year.
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RCM’s 22nd for Rotary Centennial Year 2018-2019
Thursday, December 6,  2018, New World Makati Hotel Glasshouse
Officer-In-Charge/ Program Moderator : DE/BLA Amading Valdez

“A Townhall Meeting (Club Assembly)”

P R O G R A M  TIMETABLE 

11:30 AM Registration & Cocktails  (WINES courtesy of Centennial 
	 Dir.  “Bobby” Joseph)

12:27 PM	 Bell to be Rung:  
	
	 Members and Guests are 
	 requested to be seated  		

12:29 PM	 Welcome remarks			   DE/BLA Amading Valdez
					     Chair., Program Committee

12:30 PM Program Proper			   OIC/Moderator :  
					     DE/BLA Amading Valdez
			                        
	 Call to Order 			   Pres. Susing Pineda
                                                                        	 Presiding Officer

	 Singing of the Philippine 
	 National Anthem       		  RCM World-Famous 
					     Music Chorale

	 Invocation			   DE/Dir. Albert Alday	
					   
	 A moment of silent prayer for the 
	 eternal repose of the soul of former member,
	 Dr. Rtn Prody Pahutan who passed-away 
	 recently in the grace of the Lord

	 RCM Hymn			   RCM WF Music Chorale

	 The Four (4) Way Test Credo		 All Rotarians led by 
					     DSAA/PD Oscar del Rosario
					   

In the Centennial projects front, updates on our various 
projects will be discussed in detail today during our RCM 
Town Hall Meeting as it is our mandate to apprise our 
members of what is happening and how they can partici-
pate towards the success of these endeavors.

Today, we take a break from our speakers’ row and tackle 
important matters pertaining to our club as we approach 
our centennial culminating activities. Rest assured, your 
voice on these matters will be held with high regard as 
the success of all our undertakings are anchored on your 
whole-hearted support.

Undoubtedly, these are colossal undertakings entailing 
our unwavering commitment in furtherance of Service 
Above Self. Indeed, great things in Rotary are never done 
by a single individual, but, by a team of Rotarians, moving 
together towards a common goal. Under ONE CENTU-
RY, towards ONE MISSION and in furtherance of ONE 
ROTARY, the best is yet to come. Let us all BE THE IN-
SPIRATION in all that we do as we continue to adhere to 
the fundamentals of Rotary in living our everyday lives.
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The arrival of the two of the Rotary Club of Manila delegates at the Hong-
kong Internationsl Airport last December 2, 2018. Photo shows PCoS/
PSDG/PP Cesar Ubaldo and ISDG/IS/DE/Dir. Albert Alday who both ar-
rived via PR 300 on that day.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 49th ANNIVERSARY 
FUND RAISING BALL OF THE ROTARY 

CLUB OF KOWLOON EAST
DAY 1

AT Jason Ong, Rotary Ann 
Anne Ong, PE/Dir. Jackie Rod-
riguez, PCoS/PSDG/PP Cesar 
Ubaldo and ISDG/IS/DE/Dir. 
Albert Alday after they had 
lunch last December 2, 2018 
at the Osteria Restaurant of 
Holiday Inn Golden Mile, Tsim 
Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Hongkong.

At the Welcome Dinner for Sis-
ter Clubs, leaders of the various 
sister clubs, which included PE/
Dir. Jackie Rodriguez, led the 
ceremonial chopping of the 
roasted “golden” pig last De-
cember 2, 2018 at the Manning 
House, Hongkong.
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PE/Dir. Jackie Rodriguez 
delivering the message of 
President Susing Pineda 
and inviting the members of 
the Rotary Club of Kowloon 
East and their other sister 
clubs to the culminating 
activities of our Centennial 
Celebration. Photo shows 
him with Rotary Club of 
Kowloon East PP Billy Lam.

PE/Dir. Jackie Rodriguez do-
ing the honors of pinning the 
Rotary Club of Manila Centen-
nial Pin to Rotary Club of Kow-
loon East PP Lai Ping Lun.

PE/Dir. Jackie Rod-
riguez awarding a 
golf trophy to ond 
of the members of 
Rotary Club of Kow-
loon East during the 
Welcome Dinner.

PCoS/PSDG/PP Cesar Ubaldo 
represented the Rotary Club of 
Manila in the singing when he 
sang “Through the Years” at the 
Welcome Dinner.

PCoS/PSDG/PP Cesar Ubaldo and ISDG/IS/DE/Dir. Albert Alday 
were the early birds at the 49th Anniversary Fund Raising Ball of 
the Rotary Club of Kowloon East last December 3, 2018 at the 
Grand Hyatt Hotel in Hongkong.

IS FOOD SUPPLEMENT SAFE?
(A Closer Look 3)

Elias D. Adamos, M.D.

       This article identifies the remaining “declared 
unsafe” ingredients found in food supplements per 

peer-reviewed research conducted in the United States.  

•	 Germanium, used for pain, infections, glaucoma, liver prob-
lems, arthritis, osteoporosis, heart disease, HIV/AIDS, and cancer, but 
linked to kidney damage and death.
•	 Greater celandine, used for upset stomach, irritable bowel 
syndrome, liver disorders, detoxification, and cancer, but linked to liver 
damage.
•	 Kava, used for anxiety (and is possibly effective, according to 
Consumer Reports), but linked to liver damage.
•	 Lobelia, used for coughs, bronchitis, asthma, smoking cessa-
tion, but linked to toxicity, with overdose linked with fast heartbeat, very 
low blood pressure, coma, and possible death.
•	 Yohimbe, used as an aphrodisiac, for chest pain or diabetic 
complications, depression, and erectile dysfunction (and possibly effec-
tive, according to Consumer Reports), but linked to high blood pressure 
and rapid heart rate at usual doses and at high doses linked to severe 
low blood pressure, heart problems, and death.
       Beware of excessive amounts.  One of my “inaanak” came by not 
for her Christmas aginaldo but for my expert opinion and advice on a 
vitamin supplement she has been taking.  The vitamins are U.S.-made.  
I found the vitamins basically safe except for the excessive amount of 
vitamin A that is included as an ingredient.  Vitamin A is one of the 
non-soluble vitamins.  It is good for the eyes and the skin.  It is also 
good for the lungs, more especially in children.  However, our body 
needs just a few amount of vitamin A.  It is stored in the body and is not 
excreted in the urine.  Excessive amount of vitamin A in the body can 
lead to chronic vitamin A poisoning.   
       Read labels and do some research.  In another story shared 
by a Tennessee man who took a supplement and suffered from diar-
rhea, joint pain, hair loss, lung problems, and had his fingernails and 
toe nails fall off; detailed study on his case and an inspection of the 
supplement he has taken, concluded that the manufacturer had more 
than 200 times the labeled amount of selenium and up to 17 times the 
recommended intake of chromium.  
       I once worked as a physician in a can-making factory.  I remember 
the slogan posted on the machinery line.  It says:  “Safety first.”  It goes 
true with food supplements.
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               RCM Members’ Attendance Report RY 2018-2019		
                      Mr. John RubioCountry Director, Facebook	 	
	                  Thursday, 29 November 2018	
	 						    
	

All members present				    58
Less: Exempt members			   10
Total active members				   48
ADD: Make-Up *				    13
TOTAL					     61
Total # of Members				    230
Less:    Exempt from attendance			  35
             On Leave				    24

1  Acosta, Cris		
2  Alunan, Raffy		
3  Arnaiz, Mon		
4  Bautista, Jack		
5  Blanco, Manny		
6  Bolton, Bollie		
7  Camus Nando		
8  Davis, Ray		
9  De Rossi, Andy		
10 Doval-Santos, Rosel		
11 Engelbrecht, Francois		
12 Esguerra, Hermie		
13 Gonzales, Peter 		
14 Guevara, Boy		
15 Joseph, Bobby		
16 Ko, Mon		
17 Kunack, Lutz		
18 Lonzaga, Ner		
19 Pagdaganan, Obet		
20 Patterson, Colin		
21 Pelino, Willie		
22 Preysler, Fausto		
23 Robertz, Cons		
24 Tanglao, Noel	 	

Total Active Members (Total Percentage Base)	 171
TOTAL ATTENDANCE %:			   36%
ATTENDANCE REPORT		  	

MAKE-UP:			
WF Rehearsal - Elks Club, 11.29.2018		
	
1 Aventura, Nilo			 
2 Laguesma, Benny			 
3 Ocampo, Teddy			 
4Salazar, Jorge			 
5 Ubaldo, Cesar			 

RC TAIPEI, DEC 3,2018			 
6 Hallre, Jun			 
7 So, Warren			 
8 Lee, Ed			 

RC TAIPEI, DEC. 2, 2018			 
9 Hallare, Jun 			 
10 Lee, Ed	.		

RC KOWLOON EAST, DEC 3, 2018		
	
11 Locsin, Nick			 
12 Liamzon, Thad			 
13 Go, Michael 	 		

PCoS/PSDG/PP Cesar Ubaldo and ISDG/IS/DE/Dir. Albert Alday 
were later joined by PE/Dir. Jackie Rodriguez, IPP Jimmie Policar-
pio, AT Jason Ong and AS Rene Policarpio and other members of 
the Rotary Club of Kowloon East at the photo wall of the 49th Anniver-
sary Fund Raising Ball of the Rotary Club of Kowloon East last Decem-
ber 3, 2018 at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in Hongkong.

IPP Jimmie Policarpio, PE/Dir. Jackie Rodriguez with a Past Presi-
dent of the Rotary Club of Kowloon East and his wife.

PD Nick Locsin, Rotary Ann Anne Ong, AT Jason Ong, AS Rene Poli-
carpio, PCoS/PSDG/PP Cesar Ubaldo, ISDG/IS/DE/Dir. Albert Alday 
and IPP Jimmie Policarpio at Table 25 of The Grand Ballroom of the 
Grand Hyatt Hotel in Hongkong.
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MAKE-UP:			
WF Rehearsal - Elks Club, 11.29.2018		
	
1 Aventura, Nilo			 
2 Laguesma, Benny			 
3 Ocampo, Teddy			 
4Salazar, Jorge			 
5 Ubaldo, Cesar			 

RC TAIPEI, DEC 3,2018			 
6 Hallre, Jun			 
7 So, Warren			 
8 Lee, Ed			 

RC TAIPEI, DEC. 2, 2018			 
9 Hallare, Jun 			 
10 Lee, Ed	.		

RC KOWLOON EAST, DEC 3, 2018		
	
11 Locsin, Nick			 
12 Liamzon, Thad			 
13 Go, Michael 	 		

IPP Jimmie Policarpio presents a special gift to the President of the 
Rotary Club of Kowloon East as AS Rene Policarpio, AT Jason Ong, 
PD Nick Locsin, PE/Dir. Jackie Rodriguez, PCoS/PSDG/PP Cesar 
Ubaldo and ISDG/IS/DE/Dir. Albert Alday look on.

Thr Rotary Club of Manila delegation at the 49th Anniversary Fund Rais-
ing Ball, namely, PE/Dir. Jackie Rodriguez, ISDG/IS/DE/Dir. Albert 
Alday, PCoS/PSDG/PP Cesar Ubaldo, Rotary Ann Lucille Locsin, 
Rotary Ann Anne Ong, AT Jason Ong, IPP Jimmie Policarpio, AS 
Rene Policarpio and PD Nick Locsin.

PE/Dir. Jackie Rodriguez presents the traditional donation of the Rota-
ry Club of Manila in the amount of US $ 2,000.00 as AS Rene Policarpio, 
AT Jason Ong, PD Nick Locsin, IPP Jimmie Policarpio, PCoS/PSDG/PP 
Cesar Ubaldo and ISDG/IS/DE/Dir. Albert Alday look on.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 70th CHARTER 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF TAIPEI:

DAY 1

Ms. Daffodil Costelo, PD Jun Hallare, PP Francis Juico, Rtn. War-
ren So and Former Manila Rtn. Reiner Allgeier last December 2, 
2018 at the Overseas Club Welcome Reception of the Rotary Club 
of Taipei at the Sherwood Hotel, Taipei, Taiwan (Republic of China).

PD Ed Lee, PD Jun Hallare, PP Francis Juico and Rtn. Warren So 
in a ceremonial toast

Former Rtn. Reiner Allgeier, PD Ed Lee and Ms. Daffodil Costelo 
in a light moment.
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The Rotary Club of Manila delegation with other Rotarians during the Over-
seas Club Welcome Reception

The group photo of all Rotarians at the Overseas Club Welcome Reception

PD Ed Lee, Ms. Daffodil Costelo, PP Francis Juico and Rtn. Warren So as 
part of the Rotary Club of Manila delegation attending the Rotary Club of Tai-
pei 70th Charter Anniversary last December 3, 2018 at the Mandarin Oriental 
Hotel in Taipei, Taiwan (Republic of China).
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The dignitaries at the Rotary Club of Taipei 70th Charter Anniversary

Rotary International President-Elect 
Mark Maloney addressing the Ro-
tarians at the 70th Charter Anniver-
sary of the Rotary Club of Taipei.

The Rotarians at the Ball...

Rtn. Thad Llamzon, Rtn. Warren So, PD Jun Hallare and PP Francis 
Juico at the Rotary Club of Taipei 70th Charter Anniversary
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The Manila Rotarians in a festive mood during the dancing portion of 
the anniversary

The Rotary International dignataries leading the dancing

Rotary International President-Elect Mark Maloney and 2014 Rotary In-
ternational President Gary Huang of the Rotary Club of Taipei grace the 
occasion
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This project aims to 
provide shelter for 
street families from the 
City of Manila within 
the hospice site lo-
cated in Norzagaray, 
Bulacan and to equip 
parents from these 
families with the liveli-
hood skills training to 
be conducted within 
the hospice site to ad-
equately prepare them 
for independent living. 

Presidential Proclamation No. 413 
is a proclamation signed by Presi-
dent Rodrigo Roa Duterte “declaring 
01 July 2018 to 30 June 2019 as 
the ‘Year for the Celebration of the 
Centennial Anniversary of the Ro-
tary Club of Manila and the Rotary 
Movement in the Philippines and in 
Asia”.   This was obtained through 
the help of IPP Jimmie Policarpio 
and his Board of Directors and Ex-
ecutive Officers.

Monty Python’s SPAMALOT 
is a Rotary Club of Ma-
nila-sponsored    musical 
comedy adapted from the 
1975 film Monty Python 
and the Holy Grail. Like the 
motion picture, it is a highly 
irreverent parody of the Ar-
thurian legend, but it differs 
from the film in many ways.  
This show is a fund-raising 
endeavor of the club.

Rotary Club of Manila Centennial Watch 
is a limited edition watch (100 pieces) 
made by Ibarra bearing the new logo of 
the Rotary Club of Manila which will be 
sold as part of a fund-raising endeavor.

HOSPICIO DE SAN JO-
SE-NORZAGARAY PROJECT

CENTENNIAL PROJECTS
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Philippine Booth of the 
Rotary Club of Manila at 
the Rotary International 
Convention in Toronto, 
Canada was an initiative 
in cooperation with the 
Department of Tourism 
and Philippine Airlines to 
promote the centennial of 
the Rotary Club of Manila 
and the Rotary movement 
in the Philippines and 
in Asia.   The booth was 
designed by Rotaractors 
from the Rotaract Club of 
Manila, one of our spon-
sored clubs.

SARI-SARING ARALAN: 3K para sa 3K (Ka-
bataan, Kababaihan, Kalalakihan para sa 
Karunungan, Kaugalian, Kagitingan) is based 
on the concept of the iconic Filipino sari-sari 
store, a well-known place in the community, 
that can be a venue for learning. It is based 
on the premise that learning does not and 
should not only take place inside schools and 
colleges, but in communities, workplaces, and 
families, as well. Sari-Saring Aralan aims to 
become a Learning Hub for OSY to help in in-
creasing their capacity, sociability, change of 
values, and mind set in life.

The Rotary Club of Manila Educational Assistance Pro-
gram (REAP)
(aka Adopt-a-Student program)  is an initiative to support graduating stu-
dents from the Pamantasan ng Maynila and the Polytechnic University of 
the Philippines by providing financial aid for their everyday expenses. In 
line with celebrating 100 years of service, the initial goal is to provide sup-
port to 100 graduating students who will be needing financial support the 
most but at the same time providing better opportunities to improve their 
current state.

TWO MORE, AND COUNTING

The Arch Klumph Society welcomed two more Filipino Rotarian mem-
bers, the first to be counted for Rotary Year 2018-2019.

District Governor Nominee (DGN) of District 3780 Johnny Gaw Yu was 
inspired to do so by Rotary International Director Raffy Garcia. A mem-
ber of the Rotary Club of Cubao for 16 years, DGN Johnny reached 
Major Donor Level 4 before signing up for the AKS.

“I have been researching about this donation process of The Rotary 
Foundation and so when I was asked by Director Raffy to join, I already 
knew what I was getting myself into,” said DGN Johnny, a businessman 
in the disaster management consultancy business.

President Electg (PE) Jack Rodriguez is a member of the prestigious 
Rotary Club of Manila (RCM), the first club chartered not only in the 
Philippines but in Asia. The Club will be celebrating its 100th anniver-
sary on June 19, 2019.

Before joining RCM in 2016, PE Jack first joined the Rotary Club of 
Madrid when he was still residing in Spain. Then he moved to the Phil-
ippines and joined RC Metro Davao before finally becoming a member 
of RCM where he will be the president in Rotary Year 2019-2020.

PE Jack, a successful businessman who is into renewable energy (so-
lar, wind, geothermal) is a proud grandfather of 10. And if he is grinning 
from ear to ear these days, it is because his granddaughter, Katarina, 
was just selected as Miss World Philippines 2018.

THE PHILIPPINE ROTARY    NOVEMBER 2018
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Rotary’s Heart for Little Angels is an initiative to provide financial assis-
tance to young children with congenital heart defects for purposes of their 
operation.

One Rotary One Philippines One for Marawi is an initiative 
that aims to provide medical, psychological and palliative care to wounded 
soldiers who have fought for the liberation of Marawi from the shackles of 
terrorism as well as civilians who have been displaced as a result of the 
armed conflict.

Centennial Commemorative Stamp is an initiative to commemorate the 100 
years of the Rotary Club of Manila and the Rotary movement in the Philip-
pines and in Asia through the issuance of limited edition stamps.

Seeds of Change by Rotary Club of Manila is an initiative to plant 100,000 
gmelina and seedlings in commemoration of the 100 years of the Rotary 
Club of Manila and the Rotary movement in the Philippines and in Asia.

Ambassador of the Republic of the Phil-
ippines to the USA PVP Babe Romual-
dez delivering his speech for the golden 
couple.

PDG Tony Rufino (Rotary Club of Makati West), Club Sec-
retary Alvin Lacambacal, Rotary Ann Cath Lacambacal, 
PDSAA Tony Lopa, PD Oscar del Rosario, DE/Treasurer 
Nicky Villaseñor, PP Teddy Ocampo, Rotary Ann Baby 
Ocampo, DE/BLA Amading Valdez and Rotary Ann Nellie 
Valdez
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Centennial Hymn is an ini-
tiative towards composing 
a song that will embody the 
100 years of the Rotary Club 
of Manila.

Rotary Club of Manila 
Coffee Table Book is an 
initiative to set forth the 
strides of Asia’s First Ro-
tary Club and the Rotary 
movement in the Philip-
pines and in Asia in its 
100 years of existence.

The Search for The Outstanding Workers of the 
Republic (TOWER) Awards was founded in 1975 
by the Rotary Club of Manila as an annual search 
for outstanding “blue collar” workers of the coun-
try. Subsequently, it included in its coverage “white 
collar” (non-supervisory) workers. It aims to recog-
nize the contributions to economic development of 
the legions of skilled workers who constitute the 
backbone of our country’s manpower capacity. 
The awards program transcended the confines of 
a Club’s concern because of its nationwide reach 
and significance in uplifting the Filipino workers’ 
morale and social status leading to greater prestige 
at the workplace – to the entrepreneur / employer 
and the colleagues, to the family and the commu-
nity while enhancing individual career opportunities 
and promoting industrial peace.

Rotary Activities with the 
Boy Scouts of the Phil-
ippines is an initiative to 
showcase the Boy Scouts 
of the Philippines, a crea-
tion of the Rotary Club of 
Manila, as they take part 
in centennial activities of 
our club.

Reliving that special moment 
that took place 50 years ago...

The Pineda Family celebrating a mile-
stone...

The Reception

Dir. Issam Eldebs, Rtn. Vic Harcia, DE/BLA Amading Valdez, PP Boy 
Guevara, Ambassador of the Republic of the Philippines to the USA 
PVP Babe Romualdez, PP Teddy Ocampo, PD Oscar del Rosario, 
Sec.Gen./Rtn. Romy Nones, Rtn. Ave Cruz, DE/Treasurer Nicky Vil-
laseñor and Club Secretary Alvin Lacambacal in fellowship at the 
wedding reception last December 4, 2018 at Bonifacio Global City, 
Taguig.

The Fine Gentlemen of the Rotary Club of Manila, namely, PP Boy 
Guevara, Dir. Issam Eldebs, DE/BLA Amading Valdez, PP Teddy Oca-
mpo, PD Oscar del Rosario, Sec.Gen./Rtn. Romy Nones, DE/Treasur-
er Nicky Villaseñor and Club Secretary Alvin Lacambacal
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JOURNALISM AWARDS

The Journalism Awards revolutionized 
the image of the press in the eyes of the 
public whose undying vigilance became a 
continuing inspiration for many a journalist 
to make the tri-media a medium to discuss 
issues of national significance.   It has be-
come a yardstick of prestige for any media 
outfit as they often mention this triumph 
in identifying themselves to the public in 
many a radio broadcast, television program 
or newspaper.
  

TOURISM AWARDS

The objective of the Tourism 
Awards is to recognize out-
standing personalities in the 
Tourism industry.

100 Years of Rotary: An Art Cel-
ebration

This is a fund-raising project of 
the club where paintings of well 
known artists will be displayed at 
the lobby of the Powerplant Mall, 
Rockwell, Makati City and the 
proceeds of the sale will go to our 
centennial fund.

The elegantly designed back-
drop...

The look of married bliss 
spanning 50 years as they 
walk down the aisle...

DE/Treasurer Nicky Villaseñor, DE/
BLA Amading Valdez, PP Benny 
Laguesma, Dir. Issam Eldebs attend-
ing the wedding rites.

Rtn. Tong Payumo, PD Abe Pas-
cual and PP Archit Bartolome at-
tending the wedding rites

DE/BLA Amading Valdez, DE/Treasurer Nicky Villaseñor, VPE/PAT Her-
mie Esguerra, PDG Obet Pagdanganan, Rtn. Tong Payumo, PP Benny 
Laguesma, Dir. Issam Eldebs and PD Oscar del Rosario striking a pose 
for posterity.
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ROTARY NATIONAL CENTENNIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
     This is a golf tournament spearheaded by our club in coordination with 
our daughter clubs in the various districts in the Philippines that will take 
charge of the leg in their respective areas.  Our club will spearhead that 
of District 3810 and will likewise take charge of the championship round 
during the centennial week to be held at the Sta. Elena Golf Club which will 
feature the winners of the different legs.

CENTENNIAL LAUNCH
This activity aims to announce the different 
projects and activities for the Centennial of 
the Rotary Club of Manila and the Rotary 
movement in the Philippines and in Asia 
through a press conference launch where 
cocktails will be served and with Rotarians 
from different clubs and districts in attend-
ance.

A LEGACY OF ROTARY SERVICE

This activity aims to recognize Rotarians and clubs 
from all over the Philippines for their noteworthy pro-
jects. The highlight of the evening would be the induc-
tion of the District Governors-Elect and the Presidents-Elect by the Rotary 
International President-Elect.

CENTENNIAL GALA NIGHT

This is the culminating activity of the centennial of the Rotary Club of Ma-
nila and the Rotary movement in the Philippines and in Asia in an evening 
of nostalgia and congeniality uniting Rotarians from different parts of the 
archipelago which will be graced by the presence of Rotary International 
President-Elect Mark Maloney.

ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA 
CENTENNIAL CHORALE COMPETITION

This concept of BLA Amading Valdez targets the youth who will be called 
upon to serve in the next 100 years. The resulting musical composition 
from this competition may trigger a national consciousness for service 
and sacrifice for country and humanity. It will be the lasting legacy of 
our club. It is just appropriate albeit a necessity that this musical com-
petition be the centerpiece of the culminating 
centennial celebration to be held on June 21, 
2019. This competition will be open to all high 
school students in cooperation with DepEd 
and qualified out-of-school youth in cooper-
ation with DILG.

The World Famous Music Chorale held a choir prac-
tice last November 29, 2018 at the Manila Elks Club in 
Makati City.
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UPDATES ON CENTENNIAL PROJECTS
ROTARY’S HEART FOR LITTLE ANGELS

Latest Update:

Hearts for Little Angels - Getting back on track

Where we started

Project was brought to RCM by Lance Masters through 
his cooperation with Joyce Alumno and Save the Little 
Heart project supported by Indian donor Dr Moopen. This project was 
focused on support of individual patients which were referred to project 
members individually and team was individually trying to support these 
applicants. If there was cheaper solution to bring the patient to India, it 
was done that way like in case of Joneil.

We included project to the list of Centennial projects and Obet was as-
signed as project Chairman. Since Lance and Obet were on long term 
leave from the club activities due to personal and family health issues, 
project needed a new impulse. To move forward we restructured Project 
Committee that consist of following members (In brackets are main re-
sponsibilities of committee members):

Chairman - Zdenek Jankovsky (Fundraising and Communication with 
patients and hospitals), Deputy Chairman – Rosel Doval Santos (Com-
munication with patients and hospitals), Co-Chairman - Oscar Del Ro-
sario (RCM internal communication), Co-Chairman Lance Masters (RI 
Grant and Foreign relations), Members – Johnny Chotrani (Fundraising 
and Foreign relations), John Michael Cutter (Communication with pa-
tients), Ludek Vrana (Legal).

It was initial intention of the Hearts for Little Angels committee, to identify 
patients that needs support and help them individually. Unfortunately, 
this process has few issues. 
Project Concerns

1. Project resources - Committee would need to communicate with appli-
cants, support them in the process of application for PhilHealth support, 
PCSO support, communicate with hospitals … . This requires medical 
knowledge and detail understanding of legal process for application for 
other charity sources. We don’t have these resources, this is not scala-
ble process.

2. Legal risks connected with “recommendation” for patient to undergo 
open heart surgery. Unfortunately, some of the conditions are so compli-
cated that some of the patients do not survive. 

Dear Fellow Rotarians,

The Yuletide Season is just around the corner. Hence, 
in the spirit of Christmas, we wish to invite all of you 
and your respective spouses and/or partners to our 
Christmas Party to be held at 6:00 pm on December 
13, 2018 at the Grand Ballroom of OKADA MA-
NILA in Parañaque City. A sumptuous dinner and 
an evening of dancing to the music of Marcy David 
and his Band await attendees. For just Php 2,500, you 
have a chance to enjoy all these and win exciting raf-
fle prizes. Let’s make this Centennial Christmas Party 
truly an affair to remember!

Yours in the service of Rotary,

AT Jason Ong
Chair, Christmas Party Committee

AS Rene Policarpio
Co-Chair, Christmas Party Committee

Noted by:

Jesus “Susing” M. Pineda, Jr.
President
RY 2018-2019
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3. Skipping the line – There is no need for Rotary or other organizations 
to source for the patients and try to help sourced patients to skip the line. 
Doctors from the hospitals do not appreciate this skip the line approach. 
There are hundreds or thousands of kids that are waiting for their sur-
gery in PHC, PGH and NCH. Surgery of life threatening conditions like 
Tetralogy of Fallot (ToF) or Ventricular Septal Defect (VSD) cost 400.000 
– 750.000. If patient can cover the surgery, he/she will be accommo-
dated in matter of days, if he/she can secure funding for the part that is 
above PhilHealth support (in case of ToF it is around 300.000) he/she 
can be accommodated in 1-2 months, charity patients are waiting for 2 
years or even more. And also those in charity line need financial support 
for the last mile. We should support those who need it most based on 
professional assessment of doctors in the hospital and not push some-
one to skip the line because they learned about our project.

4. Rotary brand with cardiologist – Another issue we unfortunately face 
is the brand that Rotary clubs have built with hospitals. Many people 
came to them in the past and offered help, take pictures with kids and 
come back with a little help at the most and very fast disappear. Which 
disappointed those who were trying to cooperate in the past.
New Project Set up

Thanks to support from Rtn Rosel we got in touch with Dr Jonas Del Ro-
sario from Philippine General Hospital (PGH) who helps Zdenek to per-
suade PGH cardiologists and surgeons that RCM is here to really help 
those in need. We are setting up process that will be supporting those 
who need help most.  RCM should focus on fundraising and review of 
support allocated by PGH from funds donated by the club. PGH will offer 
help from RCM to those patients that need it most based on decision 
of the cardiologist of PGH within budget and eligibility requirements of 
RCM. PGH will provide regular reports (at least after every 500.000 PHP 
spent) to RCM how the funds were used. Should there be some devia-
tions from our expectations, it needs to be corrected for future batch or 
help might be put on hold.  Reports per patient will be signed by parents/
guardians of the patient and accompanied by photos of the child and 
approval for including the story of the child on www.littleheart.ph and 
other official materials of RCM. 

Pilot of the new process
Zdenek decided to pilot this process with PGH and provided personal 
donation of 100.000 PHP for this stage. First patient receiving the sup-
port is Amer Balangue from Marawi.
PGH and National Children Hospital (NCH) also have Zdenek’s phone 
number and they call in emergency cases when patient needs to raise 
last minute some type of blood. 
1. Daniel – 2 y/o now healthy boy from Kalibo – B+ which Home Credit 
employees delivered to NCH
2. Jaden – 5 months old who unfortunately passed away few days after 
surgery – B+ which Home Credit delivered to NCH

Rtn. Zdenek Jankovsky attended the club meeting 
of the Rotary Club of Prague Platinum last Novem-
ber 30, 2018 at Prague, Czech Republic. This serves 
as his make up.
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3. Liam – 9 y/o now doing well after surgery from Kalibo - AB+/B+/0+ 
which Home Credit donated to PGH
4. Thara – 8 y/o getting her surgery on December 5 from Zamboanga – 
A+ which Home Credit delivered to NCH
We are now preparing project for creating a blood bank for RCM benefi-
ciaries from Home Credit employees’ donations.
Project Future - PGH
1. Signing of MOU with PGH that defines eligibility criteria for utilization 
of the support
2. 1st stage of raising funds to add on top of personal donation from 
Zdenek and provide first 500K as deposit to PGH for the first stage of 
the project. Majority of this was already raised internally from personal 
donations of members
3. 2nd stage of fundraising – Contact potential major donors with solic-
itation letters. 
4. Find some foreign Rotary club to join RCM for Global grant application
5. Prepare Global grant application to multiply funds raised locally
Project Future – PHC/NCH
Once we are up and running with PGH in smaller scale we try to onboard 
also Philippines Heart Center (PHC) and NCH which are now reluctant 
to cooperate with us.
1. Depending on result of 2nd stage of fundraising with PGH we can 
decide to extend some of the extra funds raised for PGH project to real-
locate to PHC/NCH
2. Enter to similar project as with PGH
3. Additional fundraising activities and application for RI global grant to 
follow.

The Board of Directors for RY 2018-2019 held its Regular Meeting 
last November 29, 2018 at the Library Room of Manila Elks Club in 
Makati City where important matters were discussed.
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ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA EDUCATIONAL ASSIS-
TANCE PROGRAM (REAP)

Latest Update:

President Susing Pineda conveys his earnest appeal for more 
benefactors for the project.

REAP Commitments as of December 6, 2018:

Other updates will be discussed extensively in today’s Town Hall 
Meeting.

RCM WEEKLY BIRTHDAY CELEBRANT/S

Pres. Susing Pineda responds and presents to  Mr. John Rubio,  the 
Club’s Centennial Plate, as a token of appreciation as guest speaker, 
and declares the adjournment of the meeting.

Pres. Susing Pineda, Jr. presents the week’s birthday celebrant: PP Ed 
Reyes, the birthday cake for the traditional blowing of candles amidst 
the singing by the RCM World-Famous Chorale of the Happy Birthday 
song. 
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Rtn Zdenek Jankovsky does the 
honor, pleasure and privilege 
of introducing   Mr. John Rubio, 
Country Director, Facebook Phil-
ippines, as guest speaker.

UPDATES ON THE CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS 

The Rotary Club of Manila Centennial Steering Committee held a meet-
ing last December 5, 2018 at the Manila Polo Club. Updates on all the 
Centennial Projects, committee budget, projected expenses and sourc-
es of funding for the Centennial Celebration were discussed. Members 
present were President Susing Pineda, “A Legacy of Rotary Service” 
Chair DE/BLA Amading Valdez, Sec.Gen./Rtn. Romy Nones, DE/Treas-
urer Nicky Villaseñor and PD Oscar Del Rosario.

SPANISH-PHILIPPINE TIES THAT HAVE SHAPED ROTARY CLUB 
OF MANILA HISTORY

As we reminisce the past 100 years of Asia’s First Rotary Club, we 
cannot help, but, recognize and appreciate events of past that have 
made our bonds stronger with the passing of time. Indeed, the con-
ferment of an Honorary Doctor of Laws degree by then University of 
the East Law Dean DE/BLA Amado “Amading” Valdez on the visiting 
Spanish Supreme Court Chief Justice through coordination with Rtn. 
Pepe Rodriguez, then, Director of Instituto Español, way back in 2010, 
immensely enhanced Spanish-Philippine relations in Service Above 
Self. Truly, treasured moments worth a trip down memory lane.

DE/BLA Dean Amado “Amading” Valdez conferred the degree of Hon-
orary Doctor of Laws to the Spanish Supreme Court Chief Justice. 

Mr. John Rubio presented before Manila Rotarians and Guests, on 
the topic of “Digital Disruption in the age of Mobile”, which was 
followed by a pro-active public forum.

Among RCMers’ who participated in the public forum were: Rtn. Hans 
Palacios, Rtn. Tong Payumo, PD Oscar del Rosario, VP Lance 
Masters, Rtn. Butch Alcantara and SAA Dave Reynolds.
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DE/BLA Amading Valdez in a light moment with the Spanish 
Supreme Court Chief Justice.

The Spanish Supreme Court Chief Justice with (Ret.) Chief Justice 
Reynato Puno, Rtn. Pepe Rodriguez (Director of Instituto Español) 
and DE/BLA Amading Valdez

DSAA/PD Oscar del Rosario with PP 
Frank Evaristo, Pres., Alay Lakad 
Foundation, Inc., for the presentation 
of plaques of appreciation for invalua-
ble support and cooperation during the 
recent Alay Lakad Walk-for-a-Cause to 
Rotary Club of Manila led by Pres. Sus-
ing Pineda, D-3810 Gov. Rudy Bediones.   
Also receiving a plaque of appreciation 
from  PP Frank Evaristo is  DSAA/PD 
Oscar del Rosario.

Pres. Susing Pineda announces the Townhall Luncheon Meeting 
(Club Assembly) for next Thursday luncheon meeting, on December 
6, to tackle on the various Club Centennial Projects and essential 
funding requirements; among other club matters, during his presi-
dent’s time.
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Dear Fellow RCMers,

As you well know, our Centennial Year is upon us. In the past 
few years leading up to the present, your club leadership has 
planned and prepared several projects and events befitting 
this milestone in the history of our prestigious club. During 
the Town Hall Meeting last August 9, 2018, these activities 
were presented and broadly discussed. The responses of 
our members afterwards were inspiring. They want to do 
their share in making our centennial celebrations truly mem-
orable, not only for RCMers but also to all Rotarians of the 
Philippines and of Asia. Indeed, in various district functions 
recently, other Rotarians from all over the country have also 
expressed their enthusiasm in joining us in the celebration of 
100 years of the Rotary movement in this part of the world. 
They are just waiting, in their own words, for the Rotary Club 
of Manila to lead them.

It is it time therefore, for us to take the challenge of lead-
ing our fellow Rotarians. And for us to do this effectively, 
the participation of each RCM member is needed. Attached 
is the list of our centennial committees and their projects. 
Also provided is the Program of Activities for the Centennial 
Week. I urge you to volunteer your participation in any of the 
activities. Together, we can attain greater achievements for 
our club!

Please indicate the committee(s) / event(s) that you are join-
ing.

Yours in Rotary,

Pres. Susing Pineda

Pres. Susing Pineda presents the RCM Paul Harris Fellow to  Rtn 
Gani Macatoman and multiple/3X Paul Harris Fellow PT Chito Tagay-
say equivalent to 2 Sapphire.

Announcement by PD Abe Pascual, Pres., Sagip Kabataan Foundation, 
Inc., on the Sagip Kabataan (Save The Streetchildren) Christmas gift-giv-
ing scheduled on Thursday, Dec. 6, 2018, 5:00PM, at the Asilo de San Vi-
cente de Paul, and the presentation of a plaque of appreciation to the Ro-
tary Club of Manila led by Pres. Susing Pineda, for its continuing support; 
Rtn Zdenek Jankovsky for the activities of children with special needs and 
the elderly at the Hospicio de San Jose and DSAA/PD Oscar del Rosario 
for the awarding of Multiple Paul Harris Fellows/Major Donor Certificates, 
to Rtn  Zdeken Jankovsky, PDG Alex Cureg, and PP Frank Evaristo.   
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Centennial Projects

Please put a “check”  mark over your preferred Centennial project/ com-
mittee:
On-Going Projects:
1. Hospicio de San Jose ; Chairman: Rtn Phillip Ong
2. One Rotary, One Philippines, One for Marawi ; Chairman: Dir Raffy 
Alunan
3. RCM Hearts for Little Angels ; Chair.: PDG Obet Pagdanganan
4. Sight Conservation ; Chairman: Rtn Jack Bautista

Awards:
1. TOWER Awards; Chairman: PP Benny Laguesma
2. Journalism Awards; Chairman: IPP Jimmie Policarpio
3. Tourism Awards; Chairman: Dir Bobby Joseph

Centennial Year Projects:
1. Commemorative Stamp; Chairman: PP Frank Evaristo
2. Coffee Table Book (LOGISTICS) ; Chairman: PDG Vince Carlos
3. Coffee Table Book (EDITORIAL BOARD); Chair.: PP Boy Ampil
4. Tree Planting ; Chairman: TBA
5. Sari-Saring Aralan; Chairman: President Susing Pineda
6. Rotary Educational Assistance Program (REAP) ; Chairman: SecGen 
Romy Nones
7. Rotary Centennial Golf Tournament; Chairman: PS Butch Marking
8. Boy Scouts of the Philippines ; Chairman: PDG Obet Pagdanganan
9. Elsie Gaches Village
10. Community Chest of the Philippines
11. Philippine Cancer Society
12. Baseco Project
Other Projects:
1. Centennial Week 
2. Centennial Launch; Chairman: PP Archit Bartolome 
3. A Legacy Project of Rotary Service (June 21, 2019) ; Chairman: BLA 
Amading Valdez
4. Centennial Gala Night (June 22, 2019) ; Chairman: PAT Hermie 
Esguerra

Other Committees:
1. Invitations Committee ; Chairman: PP Francis Juico
2. Protocol Committee; Chairman: PDG Alex Cureg 
3. Ways & Means Committee ; Chairman: PP Boy Guevara
4. Recognition & Awards Committee ; Chairmen: PP Boy Guevara, PP 
Boy Ampil & Rtn Romy Nones

Signed by
:
_________________________

Pres. Susing Pineda as presiding officer,  calls the 21st meeting of the 
Rotary Club of Manila, for the Rotary Centennial Year 2018-2019, to 
order. 

PP Francis Juico as Officer-
In-Charge/ Program Moder-
ator, directs the program of 
activities.

PD Joey Yujuico delivers an ecu-
menical prayer.

PDSAA Ike Stranathan introduc-
es the personalities seated at 
the presidential table, while for 
the registering visiting Rotarians 
and Guests were recognized 
with thanks and appreciation by 
flashing their names on the wide 
screen. 			 
	


