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52    PROGRAM

Guest of Honor and Speaker 

Hon. JAMES H. WEBB, JR.
Former U.S. Senator (Virginia)

Former U.S. Secretary of the Navy
Former Assistant Secretary of Defense 

for Reserve Affairs
(Ret.) Captain, United States Marine Corps

KABALITA

Let the cliche, “Tell it to the Marines”, be a thing of the 
past as this Senator with a stellar record in the US Ma-
rines shows Asia’s First Rotary Club how brilliant things 
are done.

12:45 PM	 Maligayang Bati   (RCM Birthday Celebrants) 	
	 Oct. 05…………PS Butch Marking;		
	 Oct. 08…………Rtn Ferdie Co, Rtn Jimmy Tang, Rtn Noel Tanglao ;
	 Oct. 09…………Rtn Doming Chua;
	 Oct. 10…………PP Banit Caasi
	 Happy Birthday Song 		  RCM WF Music Chorale
 
12:50 PM	 Introduction of the Guest of Honor 
	 and Speaker			   DE/Dir. Raffy Alunan III

	 Hon.  James H. Webb, Jr.
	 Former U.S. Senator (Virginia State)
	 Former U.S. Secretary of Navy
	 Former Assistant Secretary of Defense for Reserve Affairs

	 Brief Remarks						    
	 His Excellency Sung Y. Kim
	 Ambassador Extraordinary & Plenipotentiary
	 United States of America to the Republic of the 
	 Philippines

   	 Open Forum	  

	 Singing of the Rotary Centennial Hymn	  RCM WF Music Chorale

   2:00 PM Response, Presentation of Centennial Plate as a token of 
	 appreciation to  Hon.  James H. Webb, Jr. & 
	 Meeting Adjournment		   VP Lance Masters
					      Presiding Officer
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The Honorable James H. Webb, Jr., has 
been a combat Marine, committee coun-
sel in Congress, Assistant Secretary of 
Defense, Secretary of the Navy, U.S. 
Senator from Virginia, Emmy-award 
winning journalist, filmmaker and au-
thor of 10 books.

Webb graduated from the Naval Academy in 1968, one of 18 midship-
men to receive a special commendation for “outstanding leadership con-
tributions,” and was the Honor Graduate, first in his class of 243 lieu-
tenants, at Marine Corps Officer’s Basic School. One of the most highly 
decorated Marines of the Vietnam War, at age 23 as a rifle platoon and 
company commander in Vietnam he was awarded the Navy Cross, the 
Silver Star Medal, two Bronze Star Medals with combat “V” and two 
Purple Hearts, and was the most highly decorated member of the Naval 
Academy’s historic class of 1968.

Webb graduated from Georgetown University Law Center in 1975, re-
ceiving the Horan Award for excellence in legal writing, then became 
the first Vietnam veteran to serve as a full committee counsel in the US 
Congress, serving from 1977 to 1981 as assistant minority counsel and 
then full counsel to the House Committee on Veterans Affairs. In 1982, 
he led the fight to include an African-American soldier in the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial.

Appointed by President Ronald Reagan, Webb was the first-ever As-
sistant Secretary of Defense for Reserve Affairs in 1984, and in 1987 
the first Naval Academy graduate in history to serve in the military and 
become Secretary of the Navy. At the Pentagon, he also was a member 
of the Armed Forces Policy Council and the Defense Resources Board.

He was a fellow at Harvard University’s Institute of Politics in 1992.

Webb served six years representing Virginia in the United States Senate. 
While in the Senate, in 2007 Webb delivered the response to the Presi-
dent’s State of the Union address, and served on the Foreign Relations, 
Armed Services, Veterans Affairs, and Joint Economic committees, in-
cluding four years as Chairman of the Armed Services Subcommittee 
on Personnel, and of the Foreign Relations Subcommittee on East Asian 
and Pacific Affairs.

He wrote and guided to passage the Post-9/11 GI Bill, the most signifi-
cant veterans’ legislation since World War II. Despite strong opposition 
by the Bush Administration and Republican leaders, Webb conceived 
and implemented a bipartisan approach and accomplished the passage 
of this landmark legislation in only sixteen months. He also was the 
leading voice in the United States Congress on behalf of reforming 
America’s broken criminal justice system, and co-authored legislation 
which exposed $60 billion of waste, fraud and abuse in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan wartime-support contracts.

RCM’s 14TH  for Rotary Centennial Year 2018-2019
Thursday, October 4 2018, Grand Ballroom, New World Makati Hotel
Officer-In-Charge/ Program Moderator : PE/Dir. Jackie Rodriguez

                                P R O G R A M  TIMETABLE 

11:00 AM Registration & Cocktails (WINES courtesy of Centennial 
	  Dir.  “Bobby” Joseph)

11:30 AM	Lunch buffet, with Ms. Dolly Cater, singer for entertainment  
	 courtesy of PE/Dir. Jackie Rodriguez

11:45 AM	Welcome remarks; introduction of 
	 program participants		  BLA Amading Valdez, 
					     Chair., Program Committee

11:50 AM	Bell to be Rung:  
	 Members and Guests are requested 
	 to be seated by OIC/Moderator : 	 PE/Dir. Jackie Rodriguez
			                             
11:55 PM	Call to Order 			   VP Lance Masters
					     Presiding Officer

12:00 PM	Arrival Honors for former U.S. Senator 
	 James H. Webb, Jr., Guest of Honor and Speaker
	
	 Singing of the United States of 
	 America National Anthem		  Rtn Thad Liamzon
 
	 Singing of the Republic of the 
	 Philippines National Anthem       	 RCM WF Music Chorale

12:30 PM	 Invocation			   IPP Jimmie Policarpio, Jr.

12:35 PM	RCM Hymn			   RCM WF Music Chorale

	 The Four (4) Way Test Credo		 All Rotarians led by 
					     BLA Amading Valdez
					   
12:40 PM	 Introduction  of -			   PE/Dir. Jackie Rodriguez
	 Special Guests, Visiting Rotarians & 
	 Personalities at the Head Table	
	 Welcome Song 			   RCM WF Music Chorale
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50   RCM BOD AND EDITORIAL STAFF

Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

Last week, His Excellency Igor Anatolyevich Kho-
vaev, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotenti-
ary I Class of the Russian Federation to the Republic 
of the Philippines, enlightened us on the present state 
of Russia-Philippine relations. Likewise, we all exer-
cised our rights of suffrage as we elected our Board 
of Directors for RY 2019-2020 last week. Congratulations to President-Elect 
Jackie Rodriguez, Vice President-Elect Hermie Esguerra, Director-Elect 
Raffy Alunan, Director-Elect Caloy Reyes, Director-Elect Nicky Villaseñor, 
Director-Elect Albert Alday, Director-Elect Amading Valdez and Director-Elect 
Bobby Joseph! A depth of gratitude likewise goes to the COMELEC chaired 
by IPP Jimmie Policarpio, Vice Chair PP Benny Laguesma and Member PP 
Francis Juico as well as to the Board of Canvassers with PP Teddy Ocam-
po as Team Leader and members AT Ner Lonzaga, AS Rene Policarpio, PD 
Knud Hedeager, PT Jun Follosco, Rtn. Manny Blanco and Rtn. Karl Leung for 
the smooth and orderly conduct of the elections.

On the centennial projects front, I wish to thank  all Manila Rotarians led 
by Chair Rtn. Celso Abastillas and Co-Chair DE/BLA Amading Valdez who 
participated in the successful Joint Tree Planting Project of the Rotary Club 
of Manila and Parañaque City under the Seeds for Change by Rotary Club 
of Manila held last September 28, 2018 at the roundabout of Okada Road 
and J.W. Diokno Extension in Parañaque City where representatives from 
the DENR, the city of Parañaque as well as officials from the different hotels 
took part in the project. In particular, I wish to thank DENR Conservation and 
Development Division Chief Forester Ms. Aida Esguerra, OIC NCR Regional 
Director Ms. Gwendolyn Bambalan, City Environment and Natural Resourc-
es Office Head Mr. Bernardo Amurao, Solaire Resort and Casino Executive 
Director for Security Mr. Michael Ray Aquino, Solaire Resort and Casino Vice 
President for Housekeeping Ms. Ma. Milagros Ermita representing COO 
Thomas Arasi, Resorts World Manila Director for Legal Services Atty. Walter 
Mactal, Resorts World Manila Director for Tax/Legal Compliance Atty. Michiko 
Rizza Oi-Daquil, Rotary Club of Padre Burgos CP Naomi Licuanan-Lachica, 
Aseana Special Projects Head Mr. Emmanuel Melencion, Aseana Adminis-
trative Assistant Ms. Shermalyn Lim, Belle Corporation Manager for Integrat-
ed Resorts Mr. Ram Edward Tardaguela, Okada Manila’s Mr. Jomer Perez, 
Okada Manila President Mr. Kenji Sugiyama, City of Dreams Vice President 
for Hotels and Food and Beverage Mr. Michael Ziemer, City of Dreams Vice 
President for Public Relations Ms. Charisse Chuidian and City Environment 
and Natural Resources Office’s Engr. Tere Quiogue who all took part and 
contributed to the success of the project.  
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With respect to the TOWER Awards, Chair PP Benny Laguesma has ex-
tended the deadline for submission of nominations from September 30, 
2018 to October 30, 2018 in response to numerous requests from compa-
nies. This will give us more nominees to choose from and ensure that only 
the best would reap the recognition.

On the district level, I wish to thank all Manila Rotarians who joined me in 
attending the District 3810 24th Mid-Autumn Mooncake Fellowship hosted 
by the Rotary Club of Chinatown Manila last September 29, 2018 at the 
Golden Bay Seafood Restaurant in Pasay City where we were treated to 
a sumptuous Chinese feast with all the excitement of the mooncake dice 
game. Likewise, I wish to invite everyone to attend the District 3810 Basic 
Rotary Course hosted by our daughter club, the Rotary Club of Tondo, 
on October 6, 2018 from 1:00pm to 5:00pm at the Aloha Hotel in Manila. 
Further, I wish to invite everyone to join the District Halloween Party hosted 
by the Rotary Club of Pasay Metro Sunrise on October 20, 2018, Multi-Pur-
pose Hall, 7/F Philippine Ports Authority Main Office in Manila.

On the fellowship front, I wish to thank PE/Dir. Jackie Rodriguez for treat-
ing all Manila Rotarians last September 27, 2018 at the Elks Club in Makati 
City after our luncheon meeting on the occasion of his victory. Likewise, 
I wish to invite everyone to our Oktoberfest 2018 hosted by our German 
and other European members of our club on October 17, 2018, 7:00 pm 
at the German Club in Makati City. Further, I would also like to invite you 
to the Hospicio Halloween Party on October 25, 2018 at the Hospicio de 
San Jose in Manila.

On the international relations front, I wish to invite all Manila Rotarians 
to attend the 49th Anniversary Fund Raising Ball of the Rotary Club of 
Kowloon East in Hongkong and the 70th Charter Anniversary of the Rotary 
Club of Taipei as these are unique venues for us to rekindle sisterhood 
ties while taking the opportunity to invite them to attend our centennial 
culmination activities.

Today, we are delighted to have Former US Senator James Webb, Jr. 
in our luncheon meeting where we are joined by many Rotary clubs and 
other organizations. Many well-known personalities have confirmed their 
attendance.

Let us all do our share in making this centennial a Rotary Year to 
remember as I exhort everyone to participate in our centennial projects. 
Great things in Rotary are never the works of a single individual, but, by 
a team of Rotarians working together towards a common goal. This is a 
colossal undertaking necessitating colossal efforts. Indeed, the best is yet 
to come.

In ONE CENTURY ONE MISSION ONE ROTARY, I remain.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE JOINT TREE PLANT-
ING PROJECT OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF MA-
NILA AND PARAÑAQUE CITY UNDER SEEDS 
OF CHANGE BY ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA

THE TREE PLANTING PREPARATIONS

The planting sites for the trees

The shovels to be used for the tree planting are ready.

The site of the program for the Joint Tree Planting Pro-
ject of the Rotary Club of Manila and Parañaque City 
last September 28, 2018 in Parañaque City.

48   NOTES
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Manila Rotarians waiting for the ceremonies to begin. From 
(L-R) Rtn. Rosel Doval Santos, DE/Treasurer Nicky Vil-
laseñor, IPP Jimmie Policarpio, PP Ebot Tan, PD Oscar del 
Rosario, PP Teddy Ocampo and Seeds of Change by Rotary 
Club of Manila Chair Rtn. Celso Abastillas

Arrival of  City of Dreams Vice President for Hotels and Food and 
Beverage Mr. Michael Ziemer and Vice President for Public Rela-
tions Ms. Charisse Chuidian.

Arrival of Okada Manila President Mr. Kenji Sugiyama and 
Parañaque City Environment and Natural Resources Office Head 
Mr. Bernardo Amurao, representing Parañaque City Mayor Edwin 
Olivarez 

ARRIVAL OF TREE PLANTING PROJECT 
DIGNITARIES

POSITIONAL VERTIGO

Elias D. Adamos, M.D.

       When you feel like you’re spinning or the room 
is moving around you, you’re experiencing a clas-
sic sign of vertigo.  The most common type of verti-
go is positional vertigo or benign paroxysmal positional vertigo (BPPV).  
Positional vertigo is a bothersome problem but it is not a serious one, 
except when it increases the chance of falls or accidents. 

What causes BPPV? 
       Although often there is no known cause of vertigo, the determina-
tion of dizziness in vertigo is usually caused by some issues in either 
the inner ear of the brain stem.  BPPV also has been associated with 
migraines.

Risk factors in vertigo
       BPPV is more common in women than in men.  It occurs most often 
in people who are 50 years old and older.  An incidence or history of 
head injury or ear injury makes one susceptible to BPPV.  Recent ear 
infection and ear surgery are factors that can bring about BPPV.

Do you need to see your doctor?
       If you experience repeated episodes of unexplained vertigo or 
dizziness, it’s time to see your doctor.  If any of these symptoms are 
associated with your vertigo, go to the hospital:  sudden and severe 
dizziness, prolonged dizziness, double vision, hearing loss, trouble in 
speaking, disorientation, leg or arm weakness, severe headache, numb-
ness, falling or the inability to walk, and fever.

 Home remedies
       Your doctor might teach you some maneuvers that you can do at 
home in order to handle your vertigo.  Most of the known maneuvers 
are effective.  

       Ginger tea is a known herbal treatment for vertigo.  Stir a teaspoon of 
ground or crushed ginger into a cup of warm water to make a spicy tea.  
Drink one cup of ginger tea everyday to address your vertigo. 

       Ginkgo biloba that is available in tablet form in health food stores 
is a powerful natural remedy to calm vertigo.  Take 120 mg tablet daily 
to keep BPPV symptoms under control.  Ginkgo biloba also improves 
blood circulation to the brain resulting to good brain oxygenation.

       Traditional Chinese medicine belief that considers the concept of 
yin and yang energy as the basis in the treatment of common ailments, 
recommend strawberries as the fruit that can help relieve or head off 
dizzy spells.  Chinese traditional doctors believe that the fruit has an 
impact in the body’s energy flow.

PUBLIC HEALTH NUTRITION AND CHILD CARE  47
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Arrival of Okada Manila’s Mr. Jomer 
Perez.

THE PROGRAM BEGINS

Emcee DE/BLA Amading 
Valdez begins the pro-
gram.

PD Oscar del Rosa-
rio leads the invoca-
tion.

President Susing 
Pineda delivers his 
message.

SEEDS OF CHANGE 
by Rotary Club of Ma-
nila Chair Rtn. Celso 
Abastillas gives a few 
words before the tree 
planting proper.

The group photo session before the tree planting.

Parañaque City Environment and 
Natural Resources Office Head 
Mr. Bernardo Amurao, President 
Susing Pineda and SEEDS OF 
CHANGE by Rotary Club of Ma-
nila Co-Chair DE/BLA Amading 
Valdez planting their trees.
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TREE PLANTING

PP Ebot Tan, PP Teddy Ocampo and PD 
Oscar del Rosario, IPP Jimmie Policarpio, 
SEEDS OF CHANGE by Rotary Club of 
Manila Chair Rtn. Celso Abastillas and DE/
Dir. Caloy Reyes, Rtn. Rosel Doval Santos 
and DE/Treasurer Nicky Villaseñor planting 
their trees.

President Susing Pineda looks on 
as City of Dreams Vice President for 
Public Relations Ms. Charisse Chuidi-
an and City of Dreams Vice President 
for Hotels and Food and Beverage 
Mr. Michael Ziemer plant their trees.

Solaire Resort and Casino Vice 
President for Housekeeping Ms. 
Ma. Milagros Ermita and Solaire 
Resort and Casino Executive Di-
rector for Security Mr. Michael Ray 
Aquino plant their trees.

Resorts World Manila Director for 
Legal Services Atty. Walter Mactal 
and Resorts World Manila Director 
for Tax/Legal Compliance Atty. Mi-
chiko Rizza Oi-Daquil planted their 
trees.
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Rotary Club of Padre Burgos CP 
Naomi Licuanan-Lachica and GM 
John Dioquino planting their trees as 
they are photographed.

Aseana Special Projects Head 
Mr. Emmanuel Melencion, Ase-
ana Administrative Assistant Ms. 
Shermalyn Lim and Belle Cor-
poration Manager for Integrated 
Resorts Mr. Ram Edward Tarda-
guela getting ready to plant their 
trees.AFTER THE TREE PLANTING

Photo session of Manila Rotarians and other dignitaries with the CENRO 
of Parañaque City

FELLOWSHIP FOLLOWING THE TREE PLANTING

Manila Rotarians had a sumptuous lunch after the tree planting last Sep-
tember 28, 2018 at Pho 24 inside Double Dragon Plaza in Pasay City.
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For our fellow Manila Rotarians interested in attending, please get 
in touch with our Secretariat at 5271886/5271887 or coordinate with 
Chairman PD Ed Lee.

March 16, 2018

Jesus M. Pineda
President Elect, Rotary Club of Manila
543 Arquiza cor, Grey Street, Ermita
Manila City, Philippines

Dear Mr. Jesus M. Pineda,

We would like to invite you and your Rotarians to our Rotary Club 
of Taipei 70th charter on December 3, 2018 at the Mandarin Oriental 
Hotel in Taipei. It will be our honor to have our sister club Rotarians 
to join us for this special celebration. It will be a monumental event 
for our club as 70th year is a big birthday in Taiwanese tradition. I 
will be also be the first female president of our rotary club in 70 years.

Rotary Club of Taipei is the first club in Taiwan, ROC, which was 
chartered on October 9, 1948 by C.K. Yen, who was the former Pres-
ident of the Republic of China. We have around 100 members in-
cluding honorary members from over 20 nationalities. Our club is 
extremely proud that our own member, Gary Huang, was the Rotary 
International President 2014-15.

We are very honor that our own PRIP Gary and the Rotary Interna-
tional President Elect Mark Maloney will be joining us on this special 
occasion. We hope we will also have the honor to have you and your 
Rotarians as our guests for our 70th charter.

Please kindly confirm your acceptance for the event. We have secured 
a special room rate with the Mandarin Oriental Hotel. Please contact 
our club for any question or help with arrangements. We hope to see 
you in Taipei soon. Thank you for your consideration.

Yours in Rotary,

Shirley Ting
President Elect, Rotary Club of Taipei
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For our fellow Manila Rotarians interested in attending, please get 
in touch with our Secretariat at 5271886/5271887 or coordinate with 
Chairman PD Ed Lee.
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From: victoryklo@netvigator.com
Date: 19 September 2018 at 9:40:56 AM GMT+8
To: susingpineda517@yahoo.com
Cc: rcmanila@rcmanila.org, manilarotaryclub@gmail.com,  Rtn Tung Siu Wing 
<swtung71@gmail.com>,  Rtn Yiu Ching On <coyiu@ching-hing.com.hk>,  Rotary 
Club of Kowloon East <rotaryclub@kowlooneast.org.hk>
Subject: Re: 49th Anniversary Fund Raising Ball - 3 Dec 2018

Dear President Susing,
	
As regards hotel accommodation for your visiting delegation for attending our 49th 
Anniversary Fund Raising Ball on Approach of Golden Jubilee,  it would be advisa-
ble to consider those hotels that are close to the ball venue, such as :

1)  The Grand Hyatt Hong Kong
      1 Harbour Road, Hong Kong
      Web site :  hongkong.grand.hyatt.com

2) RENAISSANCE HARBOUR VIEW HOTEL HONG KONG | 1 Harbour Road, 	
     Wanchai, Hong Kong
     T (852) 2584 6810   F (852) 2824 0135
     https://www.booking.com/hotel/hk/renaissance-harbour-view-hong-kong.zh-tw.	
      html

3)  The Harbourview
      4 Harbour Rd, Wan Chai
 
The first two hotels' offer are shown below.  However, it could be cheaper and more 
flexible if the booking is done through your travel agent or on the Internet, like Book-
ing.com, Hotels.com, Expedia.com.hk.  The quotations below are therefore just for 
reference.  Should you need us to assist your delegation in direct booking with the 
hotels, please feel free to let us know.
 
Your great support for us on this occasion is appreciated!
 
With best regards,
 
PP Victor

ROOM RATES  :
 
1) The Grand Hyatt Hong Kong (For 10 rooms)

The above room rates are subject to 10% service charge and quoted on a per 
room, per night basis for single/double occupancy. 
 
Wireless connectivity is available in all guestrooms, all conference rooms, the 
Business Centre, the Grand Club and all restaurants. All guests also enjoy 
access to complimentary digital newspapers.
 
2) For Renaissance Harbour View Hotel Hong Kong, the best available rate 
online is HK$2,000 +10% service charge

VPE/PAT Hermie Esguerra attend-
ed the Rotary Club of Manila Pre-
mier Tree Planting, entitled, “100 
Trees to Save Thousands of Lives” 
last September 30, 2018 at Tayak 
Hill, Rizal, Laguna. This activity was 
implemented in line with the call of 
SEEDS OF CHANGE by Rotary 
Club of Manila to replicate the tree 
planting activities nationwide.

PD Oscar del Rosario attended the 
Joint Project Centennial Tree Plant-
ing of the Rotary Club of Mabini Ma-
nila last September 30, 2018 at Victo-
ria Subdivision, Tunasan, Muntinlupa 
City. This activity was implemented 
in line with the call of SEEDS OF 
CHANGE by Rotary Club of Manila 
to replicate the tree planting activities 
nationwide.
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This project aims to 
provide shelter for 
street families from the 
City of Manila within 
the hospice site lo-
cated in Norzagaray, 
Bulacan and to equip 
parents from these 
families with the liveli-
hood skills training to 
be conducted within 
the hospice site to ad-
equately prepare them 
for independent living. 

Presidential Proclamation No. 413 
is a proclamation signed by Presi-
dent Rodrigo Roa Duterte “declaring 
01 July 2018 to 30 June 2019 as 
the ‘Year for the Celebration of the 
Centennial Anniversary of the Ro-
tary Club of Manila and the Rotary 
Movement in the Philippines and in 
Asia”.   This was obtained through 
the help of IPP Jimmie Policarpio 
and his Board of Directors and Ex-
ecutive Officers.

Monty Python’s SPAMALOT 
is a Rotary Club of Ma-
nila-sponsored    musical 
comedy adapted from the 
1975 film Monty Python 
and the Holy Grail. Like the 
motion picture, it is a highly 
irreverent parody of the Ar-
thurian legend, but it differs 
from the film in many ways.  
This show is a fund-raising 
endeavor of the club.

Rotary Club of Manila Centennial Watch 
is a limited edition watch (100 pieces) 
made by Ibarra bearing the new logo of 
the Rotary Club of Manila which will be 
sold as part of a fund-raising endeavor.

HOSPICIO DE SAN JO-
SE-NORZAGARAY PROJECT

PD Oscar del Rosario, Former Manila Rtn. Jun Palafox, 
PDG Vince Carlos and SDG/PP Frank Evaristo attended the 
National Day Celebration of the Federal Republic of Germa-
ny last October 3, 2018 at the New World Makati Hotel in 
Makati City.

40  FELLOWSHIP 
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Philippine Booth of the 
Rotary Club of Manila at 
the Rotary International 
Convention in Toronto, 
Canada was an initiative 
in cooperation with the 
Department of Tourism 
and Philippine Airlines to 
promote the centennial of 
the Rotary Club of Manila 
and the Rotary movement 
in the Philippines and 
in Asia.   The booth was 
designed by Rotaractors 
from the Rotaract Club of 
Manila, one of our spon-
sored clubs.

SARI-SARING ARALAN: 3K para sa 3K (Ka-
bataan, Kababaihan, Kalalakihan para sa 
Karunungan, Kaugalian, Kagitingan) is based 
on the concept of the iconic Filipino sari-sari 
store, a well-known place in the community, 
that can be a venue for learning. It is based 
on the premise that learning does not and 
should not only take place inside schools and 
colleges, but in communities, workplaces, and 
families, as well. Sari-Saring Aralan aims to 
become a Learning Hub for OSY to help in in-
creasing their capacity, sociability, change of 
values, and mind set in life.

The Rotary Club of Manila Educational Assistance Pro-
gram (REAP)
(aka Adopt-a-Student program)  is an initiative to support graduating stu-
dents from the Pamantasan ng Maynila and the Polytechnic University of 
the Philippines by providing financial aid for their everyday expenses. In 
line with celebrating 100 years of service, the initial goal is to provide sup-
port to 100 graduating students who will be needing financial support the 
most but at the same time providing better opportunities to improve their 
current state.
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Rotary’s Heart for Little Angels is an initiative to provide financial assis-
tance to young children with congenital heart defects for purposes of their 
operation.

One Rotary One Philippines One for Marawi is an initiative 
that aims to provide medical, psychological and palliative care to wounded 
soldiers who have fought for the liberation of Marawi from the shackles of 
terrorism as well as civilians who have been displaced as a result of the 
armed conflict.

Centennial Commemorative Stamp is an initiative to commemorate the 100 
years of the Rotary Club of Manila and the Rotary movement in the Philip-
pines and in Asia through the issuance of limited edition stamps.

Seeds of Change by Rotary Club of Manila is an initiative to plant 100,000 
gmelina and seedlings in commemoration of the 100 years of the Rotary 
Club of Manila and the Rotary movement in the Philippines and in Asia.
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Centennial Hymn is an ini-
tiative towards composing 
a song that will embody the 
100 years of the Rotary Club 
of Manila.

Rotary Club of Manila 
Coffee Table Book is an 
initiative to set forth the 
strides of Asia’s First Ro-
tary Club and the Rotary 
movement in the Philip-
pines and in Asia in its 
100 years of existence.

The Search for The Outstanding Workers of the 
Republic (TOWER) Awards was founded in 1975 
by the Rotary Club of Manila as an annual search 
for outstanding “blue collar” workers of the coun-
try. Subsequently, it included in its coverage “white 
collar” (non-supervisory) workers. It aims to recog-
nize the contributions to economic development of 
the legions of skilled workers who constitute the 
backbone of our country’s manpower capacity. 
The awards program transcended the confines of 
a Club’s concern because of its nationwide reach 
and significance in uplifting the Filipino workers’ 
morale and social status leading to greater prestige 
at the workplace – to the entrepreneur / employer 
and the colleagues, to the family and the commu-
nity while enhancing individual career opportunities 
and promoting industrial peace.

Rotary Activities with the 
Boy Scouts of the Phil-
ippines is an initiative to 
showcase the Boy Scouts 
of the Philippines, a crea-
tion of the Rotary Club of 
Manila, as they take part 
in centennial activities of 
our club.
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JOURNALISM AWARDS

The Journalism Awards revolutionized 
the image of the press in the eyes of the 
public whose undying vigilance became a 
continuing inspiration for many a journalist 
to make the tri-media a medium to discuss 
issues of national significance.   It has be-
come a yardstick of prestige for any media 
outfit as they often mention this triumph 
in identifying themselves to the public in 
many a radio broadcast, television program 
or newspaper.
  

TOURISM AWARDS

The objective of the Tourism 
Awards is to recognize out-
standing personalities in the 
Tourism industry.

100 Years of Rotary: An Art Celebration

This is a fund-raising project of the club 
where paintings of well known artists 
will be displayed at the lobby of the 
Powerplant Mall, Rockwell, Makati City 
and the proceeds of the sale will go to 
our centennial fund.

JOSE MARI CHAN CONCERT

This is a fund-raising concert of our club 
featuring renowned singer, Jose Mari 
Chan.  Proceeds will go to our centen-
nial fund.

The World Famous Music Chorale held a meeting and choir 
practice last September 27, 2018 at the Ballroom of the New 
World Makati Hotel in Makati City. 

Rotary Club of Pasay Metro Sunrise IP Jaki Almazan, Rtn. 
Joe de Venecia, PD John Cenica, AT Ner Lonzaga, Rtn. Vic 
Garcia, Rotary Ann Connie Garcia, DG Rudy Bediones, PD 
Oscar del Rosario and Rtn. Thad Liamzon in a group photo 
opportunity.   
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ROTARY NATIONAL CENTENNIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
     This is a golf tournament spearheaded by our club in coordination with 
our daughter clubs in the various districts in the Philippines that will take 
charge of the leg in their respective areas.  Our club will spearhead that of 
District 3810 and will likewise take charge of the championship round during 
the centennial week to be held at the Sta. Elena Golf Club which will feature 
the winners of the different legs.

CENTENNIAL LAUNCH
This activity aims to announce the different 
projects and activities for the Centennial of 
the Rotary Club of Manila and the Rotary 
movement in the Philippines and in Asia 
through a press conference launch where 
cocktails will be served and with Rotarians 
from different clubs and districts in attend-
ance.

A LEGACY OF ROTARY SERVICE 
     This activity aims to recognize Rotarians and clubs 
from all over the Philippines for their noteworthy pro-
jects.

CENTENNIAL GALA NIGHT
     This is the culminating activity of the centennial of the Rotary Club of 
Manila and the Rotary movement in the Philippines and in Asia in an evening 
of nostalgia and congeniality uniting Rotarians from different parts of the 
archipelago which will be graced by the presence of Rotary International 
President-Elect Mark Maloney.   The highlight of the evening would be the 
induction of the District Governors-Elect and the Presidents-Elect by the Ro-
tary International President-Elect.
     Information about any of these activities may be obtained from any of the 
members of the Steering Committee.  For the activities during the centennial 
week, information may be obtained from Board Legal Adviser Amading Val-
dez, the Chair of the Centennial Week.

ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA 
CENTENNIAL CHORALE COMPETITION

This concept of BLA Amading Valdez targets the youth who will be called 
upon to serve in the next 100 years. The resulting musical composition 
from this competition may trigger a national consciousness for service and 
sacrifice for country and humanity. It will be the lasting legacy of our club. 
It is just appropriate albeit a necessity that this musical competition be 
the centerpiece of the culminating centennial 
celebration to be held on June 21, 2019. This 
competition will be open to all high school stu-
dents in cooperation with DepEd and qualified 
out-of-school youth in cooperation with DILG.

President Susing Pineda attended the District 3810 26th Mid-Autumn 
Mooncake Fellowship last September 29, 2018 at the Golden Bay Sea-
food Restaurant in Pasay City. Picture shows him with his classmate 
Inspiring Presidents.

Manila Rotarians attended the District 3810 26th Mid-Autumn Mooncake 
Fellowship last September 29, 2018 at the Golden Bay Seafood Restau-
rant in Pasay City. Photo (L-R): SDG/VP Lance Masters, DG Rudy Bedi-
ones, President Susing Pineda, Rotary Club of Manila Supreme 198 CP 
AKS Bing Carrion, Lady Sharon Bediones, PDG Vince Carlos and PE/
Dir. Jackie Rodriguez
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UPDATES ON CENTENNIAL PROJECTS

ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA 
COFFEE TABLE BOOK

Latest Update: 

During the Steering Committee held last September 27, 2018 at the 
Balcony 1 of the New World Makati Hotel in Makati City, commis-
sioned-author PDG Chit Lijauco presented the book manuscript 
comprising of updated pagination, Chapters 1 to 4 and book layout 
where the steering committee members gave their recommendations. 
The timeline for submission of manuscript for the remaining Chapters 
5 to 7 will be finished by the month of October.

CENTENNIAL COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS

Latest Update:

Chair SDG/PP Frank Evaristo presented his proposed marketing 
scheme where the stamps shall be distributed for sale to all members 
of the Rotary Club of Manila, the ten (10) Rotary Districts and out-
side buyers/collectors where there would be a projected Gross Sales 
of Php 1,300,000.00.

Manila Rotarians attended the Victory Fellowship of PE/Dir. Jackie Rod-
riguez last September 27, 2018 at the Elks Club in Makati City right after 
Dir. Jackie Rodriguez won as President of the club for RY 2019-2020.
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SEEDS OF CHANGE 
by Rotary Club of Manila

Latest Update:

The Rotary Club of Manila, jointly with the City of Parañaque, held 
a Joint Tree Planting Project last September 28, 2018 at JW Diokno 
Extension in Parañaque City. Dignitaries who attended the ceremo-
ny were the following:

1. Ms. Aida E. Esguerra- DENR Conservation and Development Di-
vision (CDD) Chief Forester
2. Ms. Gwendolyn C. Bambalan - OIC, NCR Regional Director
3. Mr. Bernardo Amurao - City Environment and Natural Resources 
Office (CENRO) Head
4. Solaire Resort & Casino: Mr. Michael Ray Aquino – Executive 
Director for Security and;
5. Solaire Resort & Casino: Ms. Ma. Milagros Ermita – Vice Presi-
dent for Housekeeping, in behalf of COO Thomas Arasi-
6. Resorts World Manila: Atty. Walter Mactal - Director for Legal 
Services
7. Resorts World Manila: Atty. Michico Rizza G. Oi - Daquil - Di-
rector for Tax/Legal Compliance
8. Rotary Club of Padre Burgos CP Naomi Lachica
9. Aseana - Mr. Emmanuel Melencion (Special Projects Head)
10. Aseana - Ms. Shermalyn Lim (Administrative Assistant)
11. Belle Corporation - Mr. Ram Edward Tardaguela, Manager for 
Integrated Resorts
12. Okada Manila - Mr. Jomer Perez - 
13. Okada Manila - Mr. Kenji Sugiyama - President
14. City of Dreams - Mr. Michael Ziemer- Vice President, Hotels 
and F&B
15. City of Dreams- Ms. Charisse Chuidian- Vice President, PR
16. CENRO - Engr. Tere Quioge

Rotary Club of Manila Members Present:
1. Chair Rtn. Celso Abastillas
2. Co-Chair DE/BLA Amading Valdez
3. Co-Chair PD Oscar del Rosario
4. President Susing Pineda
5. IPP Jimmie Policarpio
6. PP Teddy Ocampo
7. Treasurer Nicky Villasenor 
8. DE/Dir. Caloy Reyes
9. Rtn. Rosel Doval-Santos  
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GREEN AND GO
from Chair Rtn. Celso Abastillas

Innovate or We’re All Dead

The line of Joyce Kilmer in her poem Trees, “Only 
God can make a tree” is one good motivation to plant trees. Im-
agine, you’re a god if you are able to grow one or many trees. An-
other saying “You’re a complete man only when you have sired a 
child, written a book and planted a tree”.  These incentives to plant 
trees were the common reasons why people plant trees till we real-
ize there is global warming in our midst. Now, we are in a hurry to 
plant trees to fight it. There is also a Chinese saying, “the best time 
to plant trees was 100 years ago. The second best is Now”. But the 
sad thing about tree planting is, it’s not as easy as you plant now and 
wait until it grows tomorrow. You have to take care of it, even more 
than the care you give to an infant which are: feed, bathe , allow 
him/her enough sleep and keep him/her warm and dry.  With these 
for sure, he/she will survive and grow to be a healthy boy or girl. 
But, these do not apply to trees. Remember, the trees are exposed 
to all kinds of elements: the rain, sun, typhoons, drought, pests, 
roaming animals or even destructive humans.  Hence, if you don’t 
take care of them with double the care you give to an infant, surely 
they will not survive. In order to get better survival rate, seedlings 
are better planted during rainy season.  If your farm happens to 
be off the road, which is normally the case, going there would en-
tail walking on dirt or muddy pathways or  even steep mountains. 
You’ll even be caught by rains if not typhoons visiting and caring 
for the trees. So, if you are a city guy not used to farm life, chances 
are, you would not like it. It’s nice to say I planted trees, but it’s 
nicer to say ‘these are the trees I planted years ago’. To grow these 
trees they need care and maintenance after planting. If they are not 
maintained, surely, they will not survive.  For lack of these, most, if 
not all tree planting projects in recent memories failed miserably. 
Modesty aside, my experience in tree planting has been a happy 
one though, because, not only my 20 years of experience has been 
paying me dividends but, also, the innovative techniques we are 
adapting are working. One of the latest one’s is the tree guard that 
protects the trees from invasive grasses, vines and other weeds. It’s 
made of plastic, smooth and glossy enough that weeds are prevent-
ed from crawling into the tree it is guarding. Weeds and vines will 
just slide on the surface of the plastic materials. To control its cost, 
we are using plastic materials (disposable type which can be recy-
cled) that can last for 6 months only but that is just enough time 
for the seedlings to grow to their survival stage. For gmelina trees, 
6 months is enough  to grow at least 4 feet in height, tall and strong 
enough to withstand against their  natural enemies and increase its 

Pres. Susing Pineda, Jr. presents the week’s birthday celebrants:  PD Ed 
Lee and STAR Rtn Mike Go, the birthday cake for the traditional blowing 
of candles amidst the singing by the RCM World-Famous Chorale of the 
Happy Birthday song. Another birthday celebrant PP Benny Laguesma, 
Member of the Comelec, was present, but was at the Comelec Canvass-
ing Room.

RCM Weekly Birthday Celebrants

SDG/PP Frank Evaristo, President of ALAY LAKAD Foundation, receives 
the ALAY LAKAD donation of Rotary Club of Manila from President Susing 
Pineda as PD Oscar del Rosario, District 3810 ALAY LAKAD Chair, and 
DG Rudy Bediones look on.
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ROTARY ACTIVITIES WITH THE BOY SCOUTS 
OF THE PHILIPPINES

Latest Update:

The Board Meeting of the Boy Scouts of the Philippines which was 
supposed to be held last September 29, 2018 where Rotary activities 
would have been discussed was postponed.

ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM (REAP)

Latest Update as of October 3, 2018

REAP Commitments as of October 4, 2018:

chances to survive. In our experience,  this tree guard doubled the 
survival rate of trees as the needed monthly maintenance is min-
imized. The Centennial Committee on Tree Planting believes this 
will revolutionize tree planting in the country as constant clearing 
of the trees’ surroundings after planting is not necessary since the 
trees are protected from weeds until it grows to survival size. A lot 
of money and efforts have gone the drain on tree planting projects 
in the recent past. Rotary Club of Manila, through its creative mem-
bers, should share their time and minds in pursuing effective and 
innovative ways of regreening the country, saving a lot of resources 
in the process. There is a saying,  ‘Innovate or Evaporate’. With trees 
they surely don’t evaporate, they just die along with the projects that 
plant and finance it! For me, may I say, “Innovate or we’re all dead!”

Susing Pineda’s response and meeting adjournment.

Pres. Susing Pineda, Jr. presents to His Excellency IGOR ANATOLY-
EVICH KHOVAEV the Club’s Centennial Plate, as a token of appreciation.

IPP Jimmie Policarpio, 
Jr., Chairman, Comelec, 
announces the winners of 
the election for the RCM 
Board of Directors for the 
Rotary Year 2019-2010. 
Pres. 
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TOWER AWARDS

Latest Update:

In a meeting held last September 26, 2018 with project partner 
People Management Association of the Philippines (PMAP), the 
club agreed to extend the deadline for submission of nominations 
from September 30, 2018 to October 30, 2018 in response to nu-
merous requests from companies which were unable to complete 
documentation to meet the September 30, 2018 deadline. With 
the new deadline, the committee expects more nominations to be 
submitted. Pre-screening of entries will be undertaken by middle 
of November 2018 to December 15, 2018.

Dear Fellow RCMers,

As you well know, our Centennial Year is upon 
us. In the past few years leading up to the pres-
ent, your club leadership has planned and pre-
pared several projects and events befitting this milestone in the 
history of our prestigious club. During the Town Hall Meeting 
last August 9, 2018, these activities were presented and broadly 
discussed. The responses of our members afterwards were in-
spiring. They want to do their share in making our centennial 
celebrations truly memorable, not only for RCMers but also to 
all Rotarians of the Philippines and of Asia. Indeed, in various 
district functions recently, other Rotarians from all over the coun-
try have also expressed their enthusiasm in joining us in the cel-
ebration of 100 years of the Rotary movement in this part of the 
world. They are just waiting, in their own words, for the Rotary 
Club of Manila to lead them.

It is it time therefore, for us to take the challenge of leading our 
fellow Rotarians. And for us to do this effectively, the partici-
pation of each RCM member is needed. Attached is the list of 
our centennial committees and their projects. Also provided is 
the Program of Activities for the Centennial Week. I urge you to 
volunteer your participation in any of the activities. Together, we 
can attain greater achievements for our club!

Please indicate the committee(s) / event(s) that you are joining.

Yours in Rotary,

Pres. Susing Pineda

His Excellency IGOR ANATOLYEVICH KHOVAEV presents before 
Manila Rotarians and Guests on the topic of Geopolitics and bilateral 
relations between the Russian Federation and the Republic of the Phil-
ippines. 

An open forum immediately follow right after the speech of  His Excellen-
cy IGOR ANATOLYEVICH KHOVAEV, with RCMers’ actively participating 
are: Rtn. Joe de Venecia, BLA Amading Valdez, PP Frank Evaristo and 
Rtn. Shah Tamano.
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Centennial Projects

Please put a “check”  mark over your preferred Centennial project/ 
committee:

On-Going Projects:
1. Hospicio de San Jose ; Chairman: Rtn Phillip Ong
2. One Rotary, One Philippines, One for Marawi ; Chairman: Dir 
Raffy Alunan
3. RCM Hearts for Little Angels ; Chair.: PDG Obet Pagdanganan
4. Sight Conservation ; Chairman: Rtn Jack Bautista

Awards:
1. TOWER Awards; Chairman: PP Benny Laguesma
2. Journalism Awards; Chairman: IPP Jimmie Policarpio
3. Tourism Awards; Chairman: Dir Bobby Joseph

Centennial Year Projects:
1. Commemorative Stamp; Chairman: PP Frank Evaristo
2. Coffee Table Book (LOGISTICS) ; Chairman: PDG Vince Carlos
3. Coffee Table Book (EDITORIAL BOARD); Chair.: PP Boy Ampil
4. Tree Planting ; Chairman: Rtn Celso Abastillas
5. Sari-Saring Aralan; Chairman: President Susing Pineda
6. Rotary Educational Assistance Program (REAP) ; Chairman: Sec-
Gen Romy Nones
7. Rotary Centennial Golf Tournament; Chairman: PS Butch Marking
8. Boy Scouts of the Philippines ; Chairman: PDG Obet Pagdanganan
9. Elsie Gaches Village
10. Community Chest of the Philippines
11. Philippine Cancer Society
12. Baseco Project

Other Projects:
1. Centennial Week 
2. Centennial Launch; Chairman: PP Archit Bartolome 
3. A Legacy Project of Rotary Service (June 21, 2019) ; Chairman: 
BLA Amading Valdez
4. Centennial Gala Night (June 22, 2019) ; Chairman: PAT Hermie 
Esguerra

Other Committees:
1. Invitations Committee ; Chairman: PP Francis Juico
2. Protocol Committee; Chairman: PDG Alex Cureg 
3. Ways & Means Committee ; Chairman: PP Boy Guevara
4. Recognition & Awards Committee ; Chairmen: PP Boy Guevara, 
PP Boy Ampil & Rtn Romy Nones

Signed by:

_________________________

Pres. Susing Pineda announces the Club’s Centennial Tree Planting 
Project, Ceremony to be held on Friday, Sept. 28, 2018, at the Rotonda, 
near the Solaire Resort and Casino Manila and Okada Manila,  during 
his President’s Time.

Sec. Alvin Lacambacal announces 
the presence of a quorum to hold the 
annual elections for the RCM Board 
of Directors, Rotary Year 2019-2020.

Rtn Vic Garcia III does the honor, pleasure and privilege of introducing  
His Excellency IGOR ANATOLYEVICH KHOVAEV, Envoy Extraordi-
nary and Minister Plenipotentiary I Class, Russian Federation to the 
Republic of the Philippines, as guest of honor and speaker.
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The Steering Committee met last September 27, 2018 at the Balcony I of the 
New World Makati Hotel in Makati City where updates on centennial projects 
were discussed.

Pres. Susing Pineda, Jr. calls the 13th meeting of the Rotary Club of Ma-
nila, for the Rotary Centennial Year 2018-2019, to order. 

Dir. Issam Eldebs as Officer-
In-Charge/ Program Moder-
ator, directs the program of 
activities.

Rtn Michael Cutter delivers 
an ecumenical prayer.

Rtn Jo Assad leads fellow 
Rotarians, in renewing its 
commitment to the Rotary 
movement, by reciting the 
Rotary Credo: The Four (4) 
Way Test.

Rtn Colin Patterson introduces 
the guests, visiting Rotarians 
and personalities seated at the 
presidential table.

CLUB ADMINISTRATION  
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The COMELEC and Board of Canvassers preparing to 
open election proceedings last September 27, 2018 at the 
Balcony I of the New World Makati Hotel in Makati City.

The Accommodations Committee for Former US Sena-
tor James Webb, Jr. met last September 27, 2018 at The 
Lounge of the New World Makati Hotel in Makati City to 
thresh out accommodation and security matters.

Guest of Honor and Speaker Former US Senator James Webb, Jr. 
and his spouse, Mrs. Hong Le-Webb arrived last October 3, 2018 
at the New World Makati Hotel in Makati City. Rtn. Farid Schoucair, 
General Manager of New World Makati Hotel, was on hand to wel-
come them.

Hon. HILARIO G. DAVIDE, JR.
(Ret.) Chief Justice, Supreme Court of the Philippines
Former Permanent Representative of the Philippines 

to the United Nations
Former Chairman, Commission on Elections
Former Member, Philippine Constitutional 

Commission

The Former Chief Magistrate shows Asia’s First Rotary Club the 
bane of Federalism. Be there as this unfolds.

NEXT WEEK’S SPEAKER


